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THIS N E W SL E T T E R  WAS SE N T  OUT ON A P R IL  29 . WE A SK ED  C H A PT E R S TO  
SEN D  US S U M -U P S  AND A R T IC L E S FO R  TH E V E T E R A N . WE HA VE NOT R EC E IV E D  
ANYTH ING A T A L L  FRO M  ANY C H A PT E R  1 THIS IS AN IN T O L E R A B L E  SITUA TIO N. 
WE DID NOT ASK FO R THIS S T U F F  B EC A U SE WE THOUGHT IT W OULD BE  N IC E .
WE A R E  NOT A SING LE C H A P T E R . WE A R E A N A T IO N A L  O RG ANIZATIO N, R E ­
GARDLESS O F W H A T E V E R  NARROW  THINKING IS BEH IND THE FA IL U R E  OF EVERY  
C H A PT E R  TO R E SPO N D  TO THIS R E Q U E ST . L E T 'S  CUT TH E SHIT AND GET  
M OVING.
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M e m o r ia l D ay
M e m o r ia l D ay g rew  out of the C iv il  W ar and i s  c e le b r a te d  p re tty  m uch  

n a tio n a lly  { so m e  s o u th e r n  s ta te s  s t i l l  h ave a C o n fed era te  M e m o r ia l D ay in stea d ),
T h ere  w il l  be a;n a r t ic le  in the n ex t V et g iv in g  the b ack grou n d , e tc .  F r o m  a ll  w e ,, 
can  t e l l ,  g iven  the s ta te  o f co m m u n ic a t io n s  w ith  c h a p te r s , th ere  is  going  to-be a 
r e b ir th  of so m e  of the old M e m o r ia l D ay tr a d itio n s  th is y e a r . T h ere  w il l  be .p a ra d es , 
fo r  in s ta n c e , in c i t i e s  w h ere  su ch  th in gs have not b een  held  for  so m e  y e a r s .  M e m o r ia l  
D ay is  one of the b e s t  e x c u s e s  fo r  the US ru lin g  c la s s . t o  w hip up a l i t t le  w ar h y s te r ia ,  
to ta lk  about the g lo r y  o f d y in g  fo r  o n e 's  c o u n tr y - -a  co n cen tra ted  v er s io n , of w hat they  
w ill  be (and a r e )  putting out around the B ic e n te n n ia l . I t 's  a ls o  p o s s ib le  that they have  
d ec id e d  that the A m er ica n  p eo p le  h ave fo r g o tten  V ietn am  and a re  "ready/' to  co m e  back  
to p a tr io t ism  and n a tio n a lism  in a w ay that h a s n 't  b een  p o ss ib le  fo r  the p a st s e v e r a l  
y e a r s .  -j

S om e c h a p te r s  a r e  a lr e a d y  p lanning a c t io n s  on M e m o r ia l D ay a im ed  at e x ­
p o sin g  the w ay in w h ich  the ru lin g  c la s s  u sin g  that h o lid a y  fo r  th e ir  own p u r p o se s .
W hile that c la s s  is  ta lk in g  about how " th ese  dead  sh a ll  not h ave d ie d  in v a in , ".We w ill  
b e p o in tin g  out who k illed  th e m --a n d  how the r ic h  u se  w ork in g  p eop le  to fig h t w a rs  
w hich  a r e  not in our c la s s  in t e r e s t s .  The N, O. b e l ie v e s  that e v e r y  ch a p ter  shou ld  
be try in g  to hold  so m e  kind of a ctio n  on that day  and s e e in g  th ese  a c t io n s  a s b u ild ing  
a c t io n s  fo r  the Ju ly  1 -4  d e m o n s tr a t io n . P eop le shou ld  b e  in v e s tig a tin g  the p lans in 
th e ir  lo c a l  a r e a s  around  M e m o r ia l D ay and, ju st a s w e 'r e  a im in g  to s tr ik e  the p eop le  
who run th is  cou n try  at the c lim a x  of th e ir  B ic e n te n n ia l c e le b r a t io n , w e sh ou ld  be c o n ­
s id e r in g  w ay s in w h ich  to do the sa m e  thing around M e m o r ia l D ay.

D O C _ B 0 0 0 7 3



The id ea  of h o ld in g  a c t io n s  on M e m o r ia l D a y  w as f i r s t  put fo rw a rd  a t the V ets 
w orkshop  d u rin g  the C in c in n a ti r e g io n a l m e e t in g  fo r  the Ju ly  4th D em o n s traftion. B e ­
c a u se  o f the n a tu re  o f M e m o r ia l D ay  and the w ay in w h ich  it  i s  fo c u se d  on v e te r a n s  of 
a ll  w a r s  (though p rob ab ly  th ere  w il l  be l e s s  e m p h a s is  on V ietn am  v e t s ) ,  the N. O, b e ­
l ie v e s  that VVAW sh ou ld  s ta r t  the b a ll  r o ll in g  fo r  a c t io n s  on that d a te  and sh ou ld , w h e r e ­
v er  p o s s ib le ,  s u g g e s t  to the lo c a l  Ju ly  4th  C o a litio n  m e m b e r s  th at th ey  jo in  in the 
a ctio n  to  b u ild  fo r  the B ic e n te n n ia l d em o n str a t io n .

TH E V E T E R A N  - We have p lanned  to p u b lish  the n ex t i s s u e  o f the V etera n  (M ay-  
Ju n e) the f i r s t  w e e k  of M ay. If th is  is  to  be done w e w ill  n eed  you r co o p er a tio n .
A s  w a s  sta ted  in  the r e c e n t  N a tio n a l O ffice  le t t e r  w e a r e  e x p e c t in g  c h a p te r s  to 
sen d  in  a r t ic le s  fo r  p u b lic a tio n . F o r  in s ta n c e , N ew  Y ork  C ity  is  p re p a r in g  an  
a r t ic le  th at w il l  be h er e  in  a few  d a y s . T h ey  h av e  a ls o  se n t  p ic tu r e s  o f a r e c e n t  
d e m o n s tr a t io n . W e e x p e c t  that o th er  c h a p te r s  a r e  d oing  the sa m e . If not,- p le a s e  
l e t  th is  be a g en tle  r e m in d e r  - -  g e t the a r t ic le s  and p h o to s in !

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o th er  im p o rta n t fa c to r s  in  g e ttin g  out the n ex t i s s u e .  It 
is  im p e r a t iv e  that c h a p te r s  w ho h av e  n ot paid  fo r  the la s t  i s s u e  do so  im m e d ia te ly  
a s  w e n eed  that m o n e y  to g e t the p a p er  p r in ted . If w e do not r e c e iv e  the m o n e y  then  
i t  w il l  on ly  d e la y  i t s  p u b lic a t io n . So if  you h a v en 't paid  (and w e know  who you  a r e )  
p le a s e  do s o . I f  c h a p te r s  that u su a lly  p rep a y  th e ir  b i l l s  can  send  i n  m o n ey  fo r  the 
M a y -J u n e  i s s u e  it  w il l  h elp  im m e n s e ly .

One fin a l p o in t. In r e c e n t  m o n th s w e h ave run sh o rt of p a p er s  b e c a u s e  ch a p ­
te r s  did not in fo r m  us about the n u m b er  of p a p ers  th ey  n eed ed . We p r in t ju s t  o v e r  
w hat w e n e e d . If you r c h a p ter  d e c id e s  to o r d e r  s e v e r a l  hundred  p a p er s  e x tr a  and 
d o e sn 't  l e t  u s know , w e w il l  run out. S o, i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  that e v e r y  ch a p ter  l e t  us . 
know b e fo r e  M ay  1, -how m a n y  p a p e r s  you  w il l  n eed . R e m e m b e r , th is  w il l  be the 
on ly  i s s u e  b e fo r e  the J u ly  1 -4  d em o .

SU B SC R IPTIO N S - S u b sc r ip t io n s  to the V etera n  can  be cou nted  on 25 h a n d s. T h is  
i s  p r e tty  p o o r . E v e r y  m e m b e r  o f the o r g a n iz a tio n  sh ou ld  a c t iv e ly  be se e k in g  su b ­
s c r ip t io n s  to the p a p er . C h a p ters should  s e e  it a s  a ta sk  to c o n tin u a lly  go out and 
g e t v e te r a n s  and su p p o r te r s  to  su b sc r ib e  to ou r p a p er . T h is  i s  im p o rta n t fo r  two  
r e a s o n s .  F ir s t ,  the p a p er  i s  the b e s t  r e f le c t io n  w e h ave of the o r g a n iz a t io n  and in  
b u ild in g  a fig h tin g  v e te r a n s  m o v e m e n t it  i s  a m a jo r  too l to g e t  a c r o s s  our p o l it ic s  
and p r a c t ic e .  S eco n d , the s u b sc r ip t io n  r a te s  h elp  put the n ew sp a p er  ou t. It should  
b e p oin ted  but, that if  s u b sc r ip t io n s  a r e  co n tin u a lly  bought, fr o m  m o n th  to m on th  
fr o m  d iffe r e n t  p e o p le , a c o n sta n t flo w  of m o n ey  w ill  b e  co m in g  in  to  the N ation a l O f­
f ic e .  So l e t ' s  go  out and w in  v e te r a n s  to the id e a  of su b sc r ib in g  and su p p ortin g  the 
o r g a n iz a t io n 's  n a tio n a l n e w sp a p e r !

In the la t e s t  i s s u e  o f T he W ork er fo r  U p sta te  N ew  Y ork  th ere  i s  an a d v e r t is e ­
m en t fo r  s u b sc r ip t io n s  to T he V e te r a n . We think it w ould be a good id ea  if  c h a p ter s  
in  a r e a s  w h e r e  th ere  a r e  W ork er  p a p ers  a sk ed  th em  to p rin t a d v e r t is e m e n ts  a ls o .  
T he W o rk er  p a p er s  r e a c h  broad  n u m b ers o f p eo p le  and v e te r a n s  w ho read  the p a p er s  
m a y  w is h  to s u b s c r ib e  to T he V e te r a n .
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N ATIO N AL O FFIC E  L E T T E R  - E v en  though you ju s t  r e c e n tly  r e c e iv e d  a le t te r  
fr o m  the n a tio n a l o f f ic e ,  w e thought it  w ould be a good id ea  to m e n tio n  it in  th is  n ew s  
l e t t e r  and to r e it e r a te  i t s  c o n te n ts . T he le t t e r  b a s ic a l ly  d ea lt  w ith  the n eed  fo r  
c h a p te r s  to a c t iv e ly  su b m it w r itte n  su m -u p s  to the N a tio n a l O ffice  on a r e g u la r  b a s is  
T h is  is  v ita l if  w e a r e  to b e tte r  ou r  u n d ersta n d in g  of how  w e go out and build  a f ig h t­
in g  v e te r a n 's  m o v e m e n t. If w e sh a re  our e x p e r ie n c e s  and our k n ow led ge w e can  
b e tte r  g r a sp  the s tr u g g le  of v e te r a n s  and w e can  b e tte r  unite v e te r a n s  to fig h t a g a in st  
the ru lin g  c la s s  - -  the c la s s  that o p p r e s s e s  the g r e a t m a s s e s  of A m e r ic a n  p e o p le .

We a sk ed  e v e r y  ch a p ter  in  the o r g a n iz a tio n  to su b m it w r itten  su m -u p s  to the 
N a tio n a l O ffice  by A p r il 24th . T h e se  su m -u p s  w e r e  to be c o n c is e ,  w r itte n  r e p o r ts  
on the w o r k  o f the c h a p ter . W ith the N atio n a l In te r im  C o m m itte e  M ee tin g  co m in g  
up in  e a r ly  J u n e, th e se  r e p o r ts  w il l  be the b a s is  fo r  the N a tio n a l O ffice  to p re p a r e  
fo r  the m e e t in g . It i s  hoped that a ll  c h a p te r s  have m a ile d  th e se  r e p o r ts  to u s . If 
n ot, w e s u g g e s t  that you  do so  A SA P .
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W e a ls o  a sk ed  fo r  c h a p te r s  to su b m it a r t ic le s  and p h o to s fo r  the M a y -Ju n e  
i s s u e  of the V e ter a n . T o  c la r if y  one p o in t. W e did not a sk  e v e r y  ch a p ter , s p e c i f i c ­
ally , to sen d  in  a r t ic l e s ,  but w e put out a g e n e r a l c a l l  to do s o . If th ere  i s  noth ing  
to r e p o r t then  i t  w ould  be s e n s e l e s s  to w r ite  an  a r t ic le  about n oth ing . T he p o in t i s  
that a r t ic le s  do n ot h ave to  be ab'out b ig  d e m o n str a t io n s  o r  e v e n ts , but cou ld  ta lk  
to the p o in t that v e te r a n s  a re  u n itin g  in  s tr u g g le . F o r  in s ta n c e , a sh o r t a r t ic le  on  
the p e t it io n  ca m p a ig n  w ould  be u se fu l in  b u ild in g  the o v e r a ll  s tr u g g le .

T he fin a l p o in t of the le t t e r  w a s  that e v e r y  ch a p ter  h a s  the r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to 
r e g u la r ly  k eep  the n a tio n a l o f f ic e  in fo rm ed  o f i t s  w ork  and that th e se  r e p o r ts  a re  
not to  be s e e n  a s  o n e -s h o t  d e a ls .  A s p a rt of th is  r e s p o n s ib il i ty , a r t ic le s  should  
be su b m itted  r e g u la r ly  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  in  the V eter a n .

B u ffa lo , N e w  Y ork
T he fo llo w in g  is  a r e p r in t of an a r t ic le  in the U p sta te  N ew  Y ork  W orker; 

it, s in c lu d ed  h e r e  fo r  c h a p te r s  w h ich  .are in te r e s te d  in h av in g  o th er  e x a m p le s  of v e ts  
s t r u g g le s  to  in c lu d e  in le a f le t s ,  e tc .  We hope to h av e  a fu lle r  v e r s io n  of the a r t ic le  
in the n ex t i s s u e  of T he V etera n ,

" B u ffa lo --O n  M a rch  2 4 , 200 v e te r a n s  p ick e ted  the o f f ic e s  o f the R eg io n a l 
D ir e c to r  o f the V e te r a n s ’ A d m in is tr a tio n . C a lled  by the W e ste r n  N ew  Y ork  C on cern ed  
V etera n s  C o a lit io n , the d em o n str a t io n  w as a im e d  at stop p in g  g o v ern m en t p lans to cut 
off the GI B i l l  on M ay 3 1 s t  fo r  a l l  v e te r a n s  who w er e  d isc h a r g e d  b e fo r e  1966. A lso  the 

w e r e  p r o te s t in g  a m a s s iv e  r e v ie w  of a l l  v e ts  r e c e iv in g  the GI B i l l  in W estern  N ew  
Y ork w h ich  th r ea te n s  to cu t th ou san d s o ff the r o l l s .

W hen a d e le g a tio n  w en t to s e e  H o o k er , the D ir e c to r ,  he p a ssed  the b uck  to 
C o n g r e s s , sa y in g  it  w as none of h is  b u s in e s s ,  b e c a u se  C o n g r e ss  m a k es the la w s . He 
s u g g e s te d  that B u ffa lo  i s  no p la c e  to l iv e  a t th is  t im e  and that v e ts  sh ou ld  lo o k  fo r  
g r e e n e r  p a s tu r e s . A s a r e s u lt  of the a c t io n , ,  the r e v ie w  w a s p ostp on ed  u n til A p r il 
dfch w hen a d e c is io n  w ill  be m ad e on w h eth er  to do it.

M any of the v e te r a n s  th e r e , and r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f V ietn am  V etera n s A g a in st  
the W ar, a n atio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  fig h tin g  the a tta c k s  on v e te r a n s , w ou ld n ’t s i t  fo r  th is  
and w an ted  to do m o r e . C o p ies  of the V e te r a n , VVAW ’s n ew sp a p er  w e r e  so ld , and 
m any s ig n e d  the n a tio n a l Job s or In co m e p e tit io n . The ru lin g  c la s s  w an ts to  fo r g e t  
a b ou t the v e te r a n s  and a ll  the p r o m is e s  th ey  w e r e  fed  to fig h t a w ar fo r  the r ic h .
V ets w il l  not a c c e p t  th is  and a re  con tin u in g  to f ig h t u ntil th e ir  d em an d s a r e  c a r r ie d  
th rou gh . NO  C U T O F F S  IN THE GI B IE L . "

N ew  A tta ck  On V ets /G I  B i l l
So fa r  a s  the p eo p le  who run the co u n try , and th e ir  s to o g e s  in the VA s e e  

it , th e y 'r e  go in g  to m a n a ge  to chop  3. 7 m ill io n  v e ts  off the GI B i l l  a t the end o f M ay.
B u t th a t's  n ot en ou gh  fo r  th e m -- th e  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s  h as s e v e r a l  e f f e c t s ,  b oth  in m aking  
them  try  lik e  h e l l  to cu t b ack  on u n p ro fita b le  s e r v ic e s  (and ed u ca tio n ) and m aking  
th e ir  r e q u ir e m e n ts  fo r  ed u cated  p eop le  s m a lle r .  So th ey  r a is e  tu itio n s e tc  e tc  and 
try  to throw  v e ts  off the GI B iU .

The la t e s t  g im m ic k  w e 'v e  run in to  is  the n a tio n a l VA d ir e c t iv e  co n cern in g  
g ra d es  (" s a t is fa c to r y  ed u ca tio n a l p r o g r e s s  le v e ls "  in th e ir  te r m s ) . V ets w ho do not
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atta in  th e se  l e v e ls  w il l  be to s s e d  o ff the B i l l .  D e te r m in in g  a c tu a l g ra d es  fo r  th e se  
" ^ ^ u r e m e n ts  w il l  fa l l  on the s c h o o ls  in v o lv ed . In. C h ica g o , e a c h  v e t  w il l  hp.ve h is  
g ra d es  m o n ito red  m on th ly  and, if  he fa l ls  b elo w  a "C" a v e r a g e  fo r  the m onth , he w il l  
be c a lle d  in and c o u n c e lle d  to take a p ro g ra m  " m o re  in k eep in g  w ith  h is  m en ta l ca p a o n -  
'-ties, " S tru g g le  is  b u ild in g  around th is la t e s t  n o n se n se . We s u g g e s t  that c h a p ter s  cafl 
v e ts  a f fa ir s  o f f ic e r s  (or w h a tev er  they  happen to be n am ed) a t s c h o o ls  w h ere  p eop le  a re  
w ork in g  or w h ere  th e r e 's  p o ten tia l fo r  w ork  to find  out e x a c t ly  how  th is d ir e c t iv e  w il l  
be c o m in g  dow n lo c a lly .  And then g et the w ord  out to v e t s ,  b e c a u se  th is  is  not a p rogram  
w hich  the VA is  g o in g  to p u b lic iz e - - t h e y  w ould m u ch  ra th er  do the w h ole tr ic k  a s q u ietly  
a s p o s s ib le ,  p ick in g  o ff v e ts  one by on e. P ro p a g a n d a  around  th is is s u e  sh ou ld  include  
the g e n e r a l a tta c k s  on ed u ca tio n  and sh ou ld  be tied  in w ith  RSB w ork  in the a r e a  if  th ere  
is  any go in g  on.

W A W  W ork w ith  RSB
The R ev o lu tio n a r y  Student B r ig a d e  (R SB), the stu d en t o rg a n iza tio n  of the 

R ev o lu tio n a ry  C o m m u n ist P a r ty , is  c u r r e n tly  iaundhing n ation w id e s tr u g g le s  around  
cu tb ack s in e d u ca tio n , s p e c i f ic a l ly  tu ition  h ik e s .

To d ate  the B r ig a d e  h as o rg a n iz ed  and con tr ib u ted  s ig n if ic a n tly  to huge  
d e m o n s tr a t io n s  and in so m e  p la c e s  s c h o o l b u ild in g  ta k e o v e r s  in N ew  J e r s e y ,  New  
Y ork , B o sto n  and C h ica g o , m o st around tu ition  h ik e s - - m o r e  in fo rm a tio n  w ill  a p p ear  
in *h.e n ex t is s u e  of the V etera n .

When and w h ere  p o s s ib le  VVAW c h a p te r s  sh ou ld  un ite  w ith  and su p p ort th e-  
a c tio n s  a s they  co n tin u e  to b u ild . In the p a st VVAW h as had a w a rm  w ork in g  re la tion slG  
w ith  the RSB and th e se  c u r r e n t  s tr u g g le s  sh ou ld  b e no e x c e p tio n . G iven  the num ber oi 
v e ts  w ho a r e  stu d en ts  and m any of w hom  h ave and w il l  con tin u e to c o m e  fo rw a rd  to jo in  
th ese  fig h ts  around  ed u ca tio n , w e h ave to s e e  that it  is  the sa m e  s tr u g g le , VVAW ch a p ­
te r s  sh ou ld  be taking up the fig h t around the GI B i l l  on c a m p u se s  a s p art of the o v e r a ll  
fig h t a g a in s t  cu tb a ck s in ed u ca tio n . A t the sa m e  tim e  w e sh ou ld  be c o n tin u a lly  m ind fu , 
of b u ild in g  VVAW a s  a f ig h tin g  v e te r a n s  o rg a n iza tio n  a c r o s s  the cou n try  and not a s tu ­
d en t v e te r a n s  o rg a n iz a tio n .

GI B i l l  P e tit io n
A new  v e r s io n  of the C l B in -- '* E x te n d  and Expand the GI B IL E " --p e t it io n  

is  e n c lo s e d  w ith  th is n e w s le t te r . A fter  c o n s id e r a b le  d is c u s s io n  in the N. O. w e d ecid ed  
that the e a r l ie r  v e r s io n  of the p etitio n  did not do a c o m p le te  enough  job of p ointing at 
who the r e a l  en em y  of v e t s ,  and of w ork in g  p eop le  in g e n e r a l, r e a l ly  i s ,  so  the p etition  
w as r e w r itte n  to c o r r e c t  that e r r o r .
R ecen t V e t/E d u c a tio n  S ta t is t ic s  (for u se  in l e a f le t s ,  p ropagan da, or g e n e r a l in fo r m a t io n

A cco rd in g  to the la t e s t  r e p o r t fro m  the VA th ere  a re  1 ,8 0 3 ,3 5 0  v e ts  in sch o o l  
a s of O ctob er  1975 (w hich  is  the m o st r e c e n t  f ig u r e s  the VA is  g iv in g  out r igh t now).
Of th e s e , 1 ,2 6 6 , 196 a r e  in c o l le g e ,  4 4 8 ,6 3 5  a re  "below  c o l le g e  l e v e l ,"  and 8 8 ,5 1 9  
a re  in " on -job  tra in in g . " F o r  so m e  of the in d iv id u a l s t a t e s ,  the f ig u r e s  a re; C A --  
2 8 7 ,6 7 2 ;  FL : 7 6 ,0 9 6 ;  HAWAII: 1 0 ,7 9 4 ; 1L; 74, 690; MD: 2 0 ,0 6 6 ;  MA; 4 3 ,0 4 8 ;
MI: 73, 017; MO 4 5 , 296; NJ: 3 7 ,4 8 0 ;  NY: 1 0 1 ,5 3 6 ; OH: 62, 504; PA: 6 0 , 878;
WI: 32 , 269-
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V ets and C o n g r e ss
A s of M ay 31, 3, 7 m illio n  v e ts  w ill  lo s e  the GI B i l l .  T h e se  a r e  v e t s  who  

s e r v e d  b etw een  1954 and 1966; th ey  a re  now c o v e r e d  under the s o -c a l le d  "Cold War 
G l B ill"  w h ich  w as p a sse d  in 1966 g iv in g  v e ts  8 y ea r s  fr o m  that tim e  to c o m p le te  
th e ir  ed u ca tio n ; the b i l l  w as ex ten d ed  to ten y e a r s  la te r  on. A nyw ay you lo o k  a t it, 
th at's  a b ig  chunk of v e t s  w h ose  b e n e fits  a re  running out.

S o m e w h e re  around 20% of v e ts  now in sc h o o l a re  c o v e r e d  under th is  B i l l  
(ra th er  than the V ie tn a m -e r a  GI B i l l  w h ich  c o v e r s  th ose  who w e r e  in the m ilita r y  a fte r  
'66 ). W ith the e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s ,  the la y o ffs  e tc  a num ber of v e ts  who had no in ten tion  
of u sin g  the B i l l  su d d en ly  found that th ey  had to go to s c h o o l in o rd e r  to s u r v iv e . M any 
o th e r s , s e e in g  that the b e n e f its  w ere  running out, a r e  try in g  to u se  the b e n e fits  w h ile  
they  s t i l l  e x is t .  And th ere  is  r e a l  a n g er  about the e x p ira tio n  of the B i l l .  One r e sp o n s e  
to th is  a n g er  on the p art of C o n g r e ss  h as b een  the in tro d u ctio n  of B i l l s  in both the H ouse  
and the S en ate  c a ll in g  fo r  an extenfcion of the GI B i l l  e l ig ib i l i ty  fro m  ten  y e a r s  to 15 y ea r s  
(b a lan cin g  th is  is  F o r d 's  p ro p o sa l to cut th.e e l ig ib i l i ty  b ack  fro m  ten  y e a r s  to 8 y e a r s ) .  
A cc o rd in g  to  the l e g is la t iv e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  fo r  the S en a te  V etera n s' A ffa ir s  C o m m itte e , 
the B i l l  i s  "in h e a r in g s"  a s  o f the 28th  of A p r il . He s a y s  that th ere  a r e  only th ree  poten ­
tia l " m o v ers"  arou nd  the B i l l - - t h e  P r e s id e n t  (who is  u n a ltera b ly  op p osed  and w ho, in  
fa c t  w an ts to cu t b a ck ), the H o u se  V etera n s A ffa ir s  C o m m ittee  (w h ose  C h airm an  is  
op p osed ) and the S en ate  c o m m itte e ;  the S en ate  C o m m ittee  w ould  lik e  to do so m eth in g  
about it , but th ey  h ave no m o n ey . In sh o r t, he s a y s  that the S en a te  c o m m itte e  is  the 
only  fr ien d  the v e t s  h a v e , and m uch  a s  th ey  w ould lik e  to h e lp , th ey  ca n 't.

C uttin g  through  a l l  the g a rb a g e , w hat it m ea n s is  that v e t s - - a n d  our a l l ie s  - -
w il l  h ave to  build  s tr u g g le  around  fig h tin g  th e se  c u tb a ck s , r e m e m b e r in g  that w e m u st  
r e ly  on the a c t io n s  o f v e te r a n s  and not on the C o n g r e s s . If w e d on 't do th is  it a in 't  
goin g  to  g e t  d on e!

A ls o  in C o n g r e ss  a t th is tim e  is  a B i l l  w h ich  w ould exten d  the p r e se n t  36 
m onth s e n t it le m e n t on the GI B i l l  to 45 m on th s; th is B i l l  h as p a ssed  the H o u se , though  
not the S en a te .

B oth  of th e se  B i l l s  r e p r e s e n t  c o n c e s s io n s  by the p eo p le  w ho run th is  cou n try , 
c o n c e s s io n s  that the v a s t  m a jo r ity  of v e te r a n s  n eed  and su p p ort. The p ow erfu l v e ts  
lob by in W ash in gton , m ade up o f gro u p s lik e  the A m e r ic a n  L eg io n  and VFW , h as not 
b een  p u sh in g  th e se  B i l l s  the w ay th ey  often  push  v e ts  le g is la t io n . A t l e a s t  one tr a d i­
tio n a l v e ts  grou p , the D isa b le d  A m e r ic a n  V e te r a n s , h a s  co m e  out a g a in st the e x te n s io n  
on the b a s is  th at m o n ey  that d id  not go to stu d en t v e ts  w ould  in stea d  go to  v e ts  w ith  
d is a b i l i t ie s  (th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e  ought to tea ch  th e m ,b e tte r  than that, but a p p a ren tly  h asn 't;

One group w h ich  h as co m e  out s tr o n g ly  in fa v or  o f th e se  B i l l s  is  the N ation a l  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f C on cern ed  V etera n s  (it used  to be the N a tio n a l A s s o c ia t io n  of C o lle g ia te  
V etera n s and p rov id ed  a p la c e  w h ere  the h on ch os of c o l le g e  v e ts  c lu b s fro m  around the 
cou n try  cou ld  g e t  to g e th e r ) . NACV is  s ta g in g  so m e  kind tf a ctio n  in W ashin gton  DC 
on the 10th  of M ay in su p p o rt o f th e se  B i l l s ,  though it is  not c le a r  a t th is  tim e  w h eth er  
the fo c u s  w il l  be e n t ir e ly  on lob b y in g  or w h eth er  th ere  w ill be m o re  m ilita n t a c t io n s .  
VVAW c h a p te r s  on, the E a s t  C o a st sh ou ld  be a w a re  of the M ay 10th a c tio n , find out w he­
ts b u ild in g  fo r  it  in th e ir  a r e a s ,  and unite w ith  the p r o g r e s s iv e  id e a s  in the d em on strate  '

VVAW sh ou ld  su p p o rt p a ss a g e  of th ese  B i l l s  b e c a u se  they m e e t , at le a s t  
p a r tia lly , so m e  v e r y  r e a l  n eed s  o f v e te r a n s . At the sa m e  tim e , VVAW h as had e x ­
p e r ie n c e  w ith  lob b y in g  C o n g r e ss :  a la r g e  p art of D ew ey ,C a n yo n  III w as d ev o ted  to 
lob b y in g  w ith  in d iv id u a l S en a to rs  and C o n g r e s sp e o p le  a ttem p tin g  to exp la in  to them  
w hat w e had le a r n e d  in V ietn am . T h e ir  c la s s  in t e r e s t s ,  h o w ev e r , w er e  in k eep in g



'i
that w ar goin g  a t that tim e  and our lob b y in g  did n oth ing . T he le s s o n  w e lea r n e d  w as  
th at w e h av e  to r e ly  on o u r s e lv e s  and on the m ill io n s  of the A m e r ica n  p eo p le , not 
on C o n g r e s s  or the ''sy s tem "  and the r ich  who stand  behind  it . We sh ou ld  try  to 
g et th is  e x p e r ie n c e  a c r o s s  to  v e ts  w ho a re  p lann ing to be p art of the NACV d em o n str a tio n . 
H o w ev er , if  w e do not w in th is  s tr u g g le , if v e ts  a r e  s t i l l  d e ter m in e d  to  go to DC to 
lob by C o n g r e s s , VVAW sh ou ld  be p a r t o f the a c t iv ity , len d in g  c r i t i c a l  su p p ort.

M e m b ersh ip  F o r m s
E n c lo s e d  a re  c o p ie s  o f VVAW m e m b e r sh ip  fo r m s . At v a r io u s  t im e s  in the 

p ast, d if fe r e n t  c h a p te r s  h av e  had th e ir  own fo r m s , in p art b e c a u se  v e ts  who w ant to  
jo in  the o rg a n iz a tio n  h a v e  a sk ed  for  an a p p lica tio n  fo r m . The N . O. b e l ie v e s  that ch a p ters  
sh ou ld  g et th ese  fo r m s  f i l le d  out and sen d  e ith e r  the o r ig in a l or a cop y  to the N, O. T h is  
w ill  avo id  the kind of p ro b le m s we a re  now  h avin g  in a p la ce  su ch  a s P h ila d e lp h ia ; though  
th ere  h av e  b een  c h a p te r s  th ere  in the p a st , and a n um ber o f v e ts  w ho h ave r e la te d  to 
VVAW , w e h ave no r e c o r d  of who they a r e . S o, a s  a ch a p ter  is  reb u ild in g  th e r e , u se fu l  
in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  cou ld  h e lp  in that p r o c e s s  is  lo s t .
yyhat E v e r y  V etera n  Should Know

E n c lo s e d  is  an a d v e r t is e m e n t  and o rd e r  b lank  fo r  the book "W hat E v e r y  V eteran  
Should Know. " T he book  a n sw e r s  ju s t  about any q u estio n  a v e t  cou ld  h ave c o n c er n in g  
the VA r u le s  and r e g u la t io n s , b e n e f it s ,  e l ig ib i l i ty ,  e tc  e tc  (and a ls o  a lo t of q u e stio n s  
that no v e t  is  e v e r  l ik e ly  to a sk ) . The m onth ly  su p p le m e n ts  r e v ie w  a ll  n ew  in fo rm a tio n  
c o n c er n in g  v e te r a n s  le g is la t io n . The $11 w il l  be w e ll  sp en t, and rea d in g  the book  (or at 
l e a s t  lo o k in g  th rou gh  s p e c if ic  s e c t io n s  lik e  the GI B i l l  s e c t io n )  g iv e s  us the ch a n ce  to 
know w hat w e ’re  ta lk in g  about w hen d ea lin g  w ith  the m any s p e c if ic  q u e stio n s  that v e ts  
h a v e . The book  is  a c c u r a te  and c o m p le t e - - i t ' s  a ls o  n o n -p o lit ic a l,
NIC M eetin g

T he m e etin g  of the N a tio n a l In ter im  C o m m ittee  is  b e in g  s e t  up for  P h ila d e lp h ia  
on the f i r s t  w eek en d  in June (th a t’s June 5 and 6). B y  h old in g  the m e e tin g  in P h il ly  w e w ill  
be g iv in g  the NIC m e m b e r s - -w h o  w il l  be p la y in g  a v ita l  le a d e r sh ip  r o le  in the d e m o n s tr * -  
t io n - - a  ch a n ce  to s e e  m a rch  r o u te s , r a l ly  s i t e s ,  e tc . B ut th is  m e e tin g  is  m o re  im p o rtan t  
than s im p ly  an oth er  s te p  in p rep a r in g  fo r  the Ju ly  d em o n str a t io n .

T h is m e e t in g  w il l  be u sed  to su m -u p  VVAW's. w o rk , p articu larly^ arou n d  the 
ca m p a ig n  to E xten d  and Expand the GI B i l l ,  and s e e  w h ere  the fu tu re  fo r  that w ork  l i e s .  
E ven  m o re  im p o rta n t is  to  gain  an u n d erstan d in g  of how  w e bu ild  o ff the D em o n stra tio n .

"And, of c o u r s e ,  w e w ill  b e  m aking  fin a l p lan s fo r  the D em o n str a tio n  i t s e l f .  A ll o f th ese  
th in gs add up to b oth  a fu ll  and a c r u c ia l  m e e tin g .

The N . O, s u g g e s t s  that p eo p le  plan to sen d  two r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  fr o m  each  
ch a p ter  to the m e e tin g . We r e a l iz e  that p eo p le  a r e  b u s y --a n d  w il l ,  by  that t im e , be 
even  b u s ie r . B ut the im p o rta n ce  o f th is  m e e t in g  o v e r r id e s  the im p o rta n ce  of a cou p le  
o f d ay s o f lo c a l  w ork  s in c e  the m e e t in g  w ill  s e r v e  to  g iv e  d ir e c t io n  to that lo c a l  w ork.
P lan  to b e  th e r e . S u g g e s t io n s  fo r  agen d a  sh ou ld  b e d is c u s s e d  arid gotten  in to  the N . O.
M ore d e ta ile d  p lans fo r  the m e e t in g  w ill  be c o m in g  out in fu tu re  n e w s le t te r s .
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We N eed:
1. C h an ts, s lo g a n s , s o n g s , w h a tev er  that a r e  b e in g  u sed  to build  fo r  the July  

d em o n str a t io n  and to bu ild  around the G1 B i l l  ca m p a ig n . Send them  in so  w e can p rov id e  
them  fo r  o th er  c h a p te r s .

2. C h ap ter  le a f le t s .
3. A s s ta te d  a b o v e , MONEY to p rin t the p ap er.
4. D u es . T h e r e 's  not m uch we can sa y  about d u es that we h a v en 't sa id  b e fo r e . 

A s o f the tim e  th is  n e w s le t te r  w as w r itten , d u es fo r  M arch  or A p r il h ave co m e  in fro m  
N ew  Y ork  C ity , T am p a and B o sto n . And th at's  all.* The N . O. Is c o n s is te n t ly  on the 
b rin k  of f in a n c ia l d is a s t e r ,  y et th ere  is  the n eed  to g et new  b u tton s, p rin t up propaganda  
fo r  the d e m o n str a t io n , buy su p p lie s  to b e  ab le  to la y o u t The V etera n , e tc ,  e tc .  The 
d u es a r e  n eed ed , and it 's  the r e s p o n s ib il i ty -o f  ch a p ter s  to g et them  in to u s.
F u tu re  M a te r ia ls

A s b e s t  w e can te l l  r ig h t now , the VVAW n atio n a l le a f le t  (it w il l  be the s iz e  
of a n ew sp a p er  p age , p rin ted  on both  s id e s )  w il l  be p rin ted  and in the m a il in the f ir s t  
w eek  of May; w e ' l l  be sen d in g  bulk  c o p ie s  to c h a p te r s . B u tto n s a re  b e in g  o rd e re d , 
so  p eop le  sh ou ld  d ec id e  how m any they n eed  and s ta r t  g ettin g  to g eth er  the m o n ey  fo r  
th em . N ew  GI B i l l  P e t it io n s  a re  in c lu d ed  w ith  th is m a ilin g . O ther su p p lie s  fo r  the 
July  D e m o n s tr a t io n - -p o s t e r s ,  s t ic k e r s ,  b u t t o n s - - should  be g otten  through  the Ju ly  4th  
C o a litio n ; if you can n ot do that, l e t  us know a t the N . O. and w e 'l l  g et them  to you.


