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VVAW N atio n a l P r o g r a m  
H ER E IT I S !
C h a p te rs  should  le t  u s know a s  soon as p o s s ib le  how m any  co p ie s  they  w ant; 

th e  c o s t to  c h a p te rs  is  10 e ac h , p lu s  th e  p o s ta g e  it  c o s ts  u s to send  th em  out to 
you, W e 'l l  ge t th e m  in the m a il as soon a s  we know y o u r o r d e r s .

As d is c u s s e d  a t th e  NIC m e e tin g , th e  P r o g r a m  is no t a n o th e r  le a f le t  o r  
a n o th e r  is s u e  of The V e te ra n . I t ' s  sp e c if ic a lly  p lanned  fo r  peop le  who show an 
in te r e s t  in VVAW o r  who have q u e s t io n s - - a s  it  sa y s  in th e  p ro g ra m , it te l l s  who 
we a r e ,  w hat w e ' r e  do ing , and why w e ' re  doing it.

In ad d itio n  to y o u r  o r d e r s  (and , of c o u rs e ,  y o u r  m oney) we need  th re e  m o re  
th in g s  f ro m  c h a p te rs  r e la t in g  to  the P ro g ra m : 1) C r i t ic is m s  and c o m m e n ts  f ro m  
c h a p te r  m e m b e rs .  A lthough th e  P ro g ra m  is e s s e n t ia l ly  the way it  w as p re s e n te d  
a t th e  NIC m e e tin g , th e re  have been  som e c h an g e s . 2) C o m m en ts  o r  c r i t ic is m s  
f ro m  v e ts  th e  P ro g ra m  is  g iven  o r  so ld  to . 3) W ays in w hich th e  P ro g ra m  can 
b e s t  be u s e d  a s  a to o l to bu ild  VVAW and bu ild  th e  figh ting  V ets M ovem ent: w e ' 11 
p a s s  th e s e  id e a s  on to o th e r  c h a p te rs ,

^

NATIONAL STEER IN G  C O M M ITTEE M EETIN G
T he NSCM is  sc h ed u led  fo r  th e  14th and 15th of F e b ru a ry  in C hicago. As 

d ec id ed  at th e  NIC m e e tin g , th e  NSCM is  a bu ild in g  a c tio n  fo r  the Ju ly  d e m o n s tra 
tio n  and sh ou ld  invo lve  as  m any  c h a p te r  m e m b e rs  as  p o s s ib le  f ro m  aro u n d  the  
co u n try . W ork  shou ld  b eg in  im m e d ia te ly  (if it  h a s n 't  a lre a d y )  to b r in g  people  to 
the m e e tin g . M e m b e rs  of c h a p te rs  should  be m o b i l iz e d - - so should  p o te n tia l 
m e m b e rs .

T h is  m e e tin g  is  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  bo th  b u ild  fo r  th e  B ic e n te n n ia l dem o and 
to b u ild  VVAW. W ith th e  p ro g ra m , c h a p te rs  shou ld  get to g e th e r  w ith  any v e ts  c lubs 
th ey  have c o n ta c te d  in the p a s t ,  o r  m ake  new c o n ta c ts . C h a p te rs  shou ld  ta lk  w ith
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peop le  abou t th e  id ea  of a B ic e n te n n ia l d em o , abou t th e  o rgan iza tion *  s P r o g r a m , 
and in v ite  in te r e s te d  peop le  to th e  NSCM to  he lo  p lan  and bu ild  fo r  th e  dem o . The 
NO th in k s  th e r e  shou ld  be an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  peop le  to  com e to th e  NSCM a s  o b 
s e r v e r s .  T h a t w ould m ea n  th ey  w o u ln 't  p a r t ic ip a te  in th e  sp e c if ic a lly  VVAW b u s i 
n e s s ,  b u t a s  e x p la in ed  l a t e r  in th is  n e w s le t te r ,  we d o n 't  se e  m u ch  tim e  o r  en e rg y  
be ing  sp en t on su ch  b u s in e s s  a t  th is  m e e tin g .

In ad d itio n  to v e ts  c lubs o r  o th e r  v e ts  o rg a n iz a tio n s , peop le  shou ld  c o n s id e r  
g e ttin g  to g e th e r  w ith  v e ts  who e i th e r  have b een  in VVAW in th e  p a s t (p e rh a p s  p a r t  of 
a c h a p te r  w h ich  is  no lo n g e r  in th e  o rg a n iz a tio n , fo r  in s ta n c e )  o r  who have e x 
p r e s s e d  so m e in te r e s t  in bu ild ing  a c h a p te r . The NSCM is a way to  b r in g  th e se  
peop le  to g e th e r  and push  fo rw a rd  w ith  th e m  in  bu ild ing  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  and b u ild 
ing VVAW. M ost re g io n a l o ffic e s  have a t so m e tim e  o r  a n o th e r  go tten  l e t t e r s  
f ro m  peop le  in th e  r e g io n - - th e y  shou ld  a lso  be c o n ta c te d  a ro u n d  th e  NSCM and 
th e  d e m o n s tra tio n . A copy of the p ro g ra m  and the la s t  is s u e  of T he V e te ra n  w ith  
th e  c a ll  to  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  a re  a good in tro d u c tio n  to w hat we a r e  doing.

The NSCM is  a w ay fo r  W A V  m e m b e rs  and p o te n tia l m e m b e rs  to  ge t a 
s e n se  of w hat is  going on a ro u n d  the c o u n t ry - - a  se n se  of a r e a l  n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n . 
It w ill a lso  invo lve  people  in bu ild ing  fo r  the d e m o n s tra tio n , s in c e  peop le  who com e 
to the NSCM sh ou ld  le a v e  th a t m ee tin g  a s  d e m o n s tra tio n  and W A V / o r g a n iz e r s .  To 
a c c o m p lish  th is ,  th e  m ee tin g  should  ta lk  abou t th e  re a s o n s  fo r  th e  dem o , the p lans 
fo r  th e  d em o , and sp e c if ic a lly  abou t w ays to  bu ild  fo r  the dem o. C h a p te rs  should  
be ta lk in g  now abou t a ll  th e se  th in g s  and b r in g  th e i r  id e a s  and su g g e s tio n s  to  the 
NSCM.

B u ild  fo r  the NSCM and bu ild ing  fo r  th e  B ic e n te n n ia l d e m o n s tra tio n  is  a l l  p a r t  
of one long p r o c e s s ,  bu t it cann o t stop  th e  re - -b u i ld in g  VVAW and bu ild ing  the figh ting  
v e ts  m o v e m e n t is  th e  lo n g - ra n g e  goa l. And th a t h as  to  be  re m e m b e re d  w hen we a r e  
w ork ing  a ro u n d  th e  im m e d ia te  a c tio n s .

T he NO w ill be w o rk in g  w ith  the C hicago  c h a p te r  cn an  ag en d a  fo r  th e  m ee tin g . 
R igh t now , we see  only one o rg a n iz a tio n a l d e c is io n  w hich  m u s t be m ade  d u rin g  the  
NSCM: th e  e le c tio n  of n a tio n a l c o o rd in a to rs . Two peop le  now in the NO w ill be ru n 
n ing fo r  r e - e le c t io n :  E d  D am ato  and B ill D av is , S e v e ra l t im e s  in th e  p a s t  w e 'v e  
ta lk e d  abou t o r  w r it te n  abou t th e  n e c e s s i ty  of having  a fu ll co n tin g en t of 6 n a tio n a l 
c o o rd in a to rs  in o r d e r  to  b r in g  off th e  d e m o n s tra tio n  in Ju ly ; r e s p o n s e  f ro m  c h a p te rs  
has so f a r  b een  z e ro . C h a p te rs  have to ex am in e  th e i r  own m e m b e rs h ip  to find  
peop le  who a re  ab le  to com e to  th e  n a tio n a l o ffice . We w ill do w h a te v e r  we can to 
a n sw e r  any q u e s tio n s  abou t w hat it m e a n s  to w o rk  in th e  NO. F ind ing  people  who can  
be n o m in a te d  to  com e to  C hicago  m u s t be done now.

T e n ta tiv e ly  we see  th e  NSCM beg inn ing  so m e tim e  a ro u n d  noon on S a tu rd a y ,
F eb . 14th, in o r d e r  to g ive th o se  peop le  who spend  F r i .  n ig h t on th e  ro a d  a chance 
to r e c o v e r .  M ee tin g s  sh ou ld  be o v e r  by Sunday even ing  (a p p ro x im a te ly  the sam e 
tim e  sc h e d u le  a s  th e  NIC m ee tin g ) g iv ing  m o s t peop le  tim e  to ge t hom e b e fo re  w o rk  
on M onday. A lso , in m any  s t a t e s ,  M onday th e  16th is  a le g a l ho liday . As soon as 
c h a p te rs  have an a p p ro x im a te  id ea  of th e  n u m b e rs  of people  who w ill be com ing  to 
the m e e tin g , th ey  shou ld  g e t in to u ch  w ith  th e  NO so th a t we can  p a ss  the in fo rm a tio n
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along  to th e  C hicago  c h a p te r  to m ak e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n ts .  Wh ile  the c h ap 
te r  w ill be try in g  to find  as  m any  h o m es a s  p o s s ib le  fo r  peop le  to s leep  in , it  w ill 
p ro b a b ly  be n e c e s s a r y  fo r  som e people  to s tay  in the c h u rc h  w h e re  th e  m ee tin g  w ill 
be h e ld , so peop le  shou ld  com e p re p a re d  to ro u g h  it. P e o p le  w ith  s p e c ia l r e q u i r e 
m e n ts  ( c h ild c a re , s p e c ia l d ie ts ,  b e d s , w h a te v e r)  sh ou ld  le t  us know in advance .

Id eas  fo r  the ag en d a , fo r  su b je c ts  w h ich  sh ou ld  be c o v e re d , and  fo r  c o o rd in a 
to r s  sh ou ld  be go tten  in to the NO as soon as p o s s ib le .

T H E V ETER A N
We s t i l l  have so m e co p ie s  of th e  D e c /J a n  is su e ; if y o u r c h a p te r  can  u se  m o re  

c o p ie s , le t  u s know.
T he n e x t is s u e  is  p lan n ed , if we have th e  m o n ey , to  be ou t in  tim e  fo r  th e  NSCM 

(w hich w ill sav e  u s th e  c o s t of p o s ta g e ). T ha t m e a n s  c h a p te rs  shou ld  be g e ttin g  us 
in fo rm a tio n  fo r  s to r ie s  and a r t i c l e s ,  shou ld  be th ink ing  abou t l e t t e r s  to th e  V e te ra n , 
and shou ld  be g iv ing  us id e a s  fo r  a r t i c le s  th a t peop le  th in k  a re  im p o r ta n t fo r  the 
F e b ru a r y /M a rc h  is s u e . We n eed  pho tos. We n eed  r e p o r t s  on a c tio n s . We need  
m oney . It w o n 't  be good enough to w a it and b rin g  th e se  th in g s to th e  NSCM; we n eed  
th em  no l a t e r  th an  the 1st of F e b ru a r y ,  and i t ' s  b e t te r  if they  a re  in e a r l i e r  than  th a t.
B IC EN TEN N IA L DEM ONSTRATION

T he B ic e n te n n ia l y e a r  is on and the p ro p ag an d a  b a r r a g e  has o ff ic ia lly  begun. 
P eo p le  a r e  m ak in g  B ic e n te n n ia l p lan s . W hen th e  M ilw aukee c h a p te r  c a lle d  to find 
out abou t r e s e r v in g  a  b u s , th ey  w e re  to ld  th a t th e  r e s e r v a t io n  and d e p o s it had to 
be in w ith in  a coup le  of w eeks b e c a u se  th e  d em and  w as so g re a t  fo r  the Ju ly  4th 
p e rio d . C h a p te rs  have to beg in  th e i r  a r r a n g e m e n ts  and  p lann ing  now , o r  be in  tro u b le  
la te r .

T h is  fa c t  shou ld  s e rv e  to u n d e r lin e  how s h o r t  s ix  m on th s is . C h a p te rs  should  
be w ork ing  out w ays to b u ild  fo r  th e  d e m o --m a n y  of th e  id e a s  fo r  bu ild ing  fo r  th e  NSCM 
a re  a lso  id e a s  fo r  bu ild ing  fo r  Ju ly . S ince  th e r e  a r e  c o n s is te n t  m en tio n s  of th e  
B ic e n te n n ia l in th e  s t r a ig h t  m e d ia  (like  th e  m oving  of the L ib e r ty  B e ll on New Y e a rs  
Day in P h ila d e lp h ia ) , c h a p te rs  sh ou ld  s t a r t  in c o rp o ra tin g  th e se  ev en ts  in to  th e i r  
le a f le ts  and a g ita tio n , po in ting  ou t w hat th e  B ic e n te n n ia l m e a n s  to th e  people  who 
ru n  th is  c o u n try  and w hat it m e a n s  to v e ts . If c h a p te rs  have id e a s  about a r t ic le s  
fo r  th e  n e x t is s u e  of T he V e te ra n  w hich  w ill h e lp  you to b u ild  fo r  the  d em o , le t  u s  
know.

***ON TO PH IL A D E L PH IA *** 
VA N a tio n a l G rip e  S e ss io n s
In th e  l a s t  n e w s le t te r  we po in ted  out th a t th e  VA is ho ld ing  n a tio n a l g r ip e  s e s s io n s  

a t re g io n a l o ffic e s  a ro u n d  the c o u n try . We have go tten  th e  f u r th e r  in fro m a tio n  th at 
th e se  s e s s io n s  a r e  no t p lanned  fo r  the n o rm a l re g io n a l o f f ic e s , bu t in s te a d , one each  
in  the  7 la rg e  VA re g io n s  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try . T he m ee tin g  fo r  the e n t i r e  M idw est 
is being  he ld  in K a n sa s  C ity , fo r  in s ta n c e . They a re  p lanned  fo r  the 2nd and 3 rd
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w eeks of J a n u a ry . C h a p te rs  shou ld  be on th e  lookout fo r  in fo rm a tio n  about th em  
and p lan  to a c t  on th a t in fo rm a tio n .
Ira n ia n  P a t r io t s  M u rd e re d

A s e c r e t  m il i ta ry  t r ib u n a l ,  on D e c e m b e r  31, announced  the ex ecu tio n  o r d e r  
fo r  10 I ra n ia n  re v o lu t io n a r ie s . In fa c t ,  th e re  w e re  no t r i a l s ;  v e rd ic ts  a r e  a s s ig n e d  
ah ead  of tim e  th ro u g h  SAVAK (the I ra n ia n  s e c r e t  p o lice ) u n d e r  the- d ire c t io n  of th e  
Shah. M ore  in ro m a tio n  on the s itu a tio n  in I ra n  and p a r t ic u la r ly  about the US g o v e rn 
m e n t ' s u se  of th e  Shah as i t s  ag en t in  th e  M iddle E a s t  a p p e a rs  in  the  la s t  is s u e  of 
The V e te ra n .

I ra n ia n  S tud en t A ss o c ia tio n  c h a p te rs  (ISA) a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try  a r e  p lann ing  
a c tio n s  a ro u n d  th is  n e w e s t e s c a la t io n  of th e  S h a h 's  t e r r o r  t a c t i c s ,  and w ill p ro b ab ly  
be c a r ry in g  fo rw a rd  a con tinu ing  s e r ie s  of a c t iv i t ie s  a ro u n d  .th is. VVAW c h a p te rs  
sh ou ld  g e t m o re  in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  lo c a l ISA c h a p te rs  and do w hat is p o s s ib le  to 
su p p o rt th e s e  a c tio n s .

L ik e  so m e  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s , ISA has r e c e n tly  b een  th ro u g h  a S p lit in th e ir  
o rg a n iz a tio n , T he W A V / N a tio n a l O ffice  has he ld  m e e tin g s  w ith the n a tio n a l o f f ic e rs  
of the. m a jo r i ty  of ISA; we b e lie v e  th a t th e i r  p o s itio n  is one w hich d e s e rv e s  o u r  su p 
p o r t and  a c tiv e  a s s i s ta n c e  w h e re v e r  we can . Som e con fusion  a r i s e s  f ro m  th e  fa c t 
th a t th e  m in o r ity  fac tio n  is  s t i l l  c a llin g  i ts e lf  ISA. If you sh ou ld  be in doubt a s  to  
w hich g ro u p  you a re  in c o n ta c t w ith , th e  n a tio n a l o ffice  of th e  m a jo r i ty  ISA is  P . O. 
Box 400QF, B e rk e le y , CA 94704. T h e ir  in te rn a tio n a l  se c tio n , w hich d e a ls  w ith  
r e la t io n s  w ith  US o rg a n iz a tio n s , is lo c a te d  a t P . O. Box 14181, H ouston , TX 77021.
If th e re  a r e  f u r th e r  q u e s t io n s , p le a se  get in  c o n ta c t w ith .u s  a t the  NO and w e 'l l  
find  out fo r  you.
USS H addock U pdate

As it  a p p e a rs  in th e  last is su e  of T he  V e te ra n  , s a i lo r s  a b o a rd  th e  H addock 
have c a r r i e d  on the. s tru g g le  a g a in s t an u n sa fe  sh ip . S ince th e  tim e  th e  a r t ic le  in 
th e  p a p e r  w as w r i t t e n , , th a t s tru g g le  had  p re tty  m u ch  d ied  dow n, w hile  so m e  m e m 
b e r s  of th e  c re w  w a ite d  to le t  th e  Navy d ea l w ith  th e  m any  p ro b le m s  a b o a rd  th a t 
su b m a rin e . On a  t e s t  c ru is e  in e a r ly  D e c e m b e r , h o w e v e r , the eng ine  ro o m  flooded  
(the r e s u l t  of one of th e  m any  d is c re p a n c ie s  no ted  in th e  a r t ic le )  and th e  s tru g g le  
aga in  g rew . T h e re  w ill be f u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  in the n ex t is s u e  of th e  p a p e r , but 
in ta lk in g  abou t th e  a r t i c le  and  th e  s tru g g le , VVAW m e m b e rs  should  u n d e r lin e  the 
po in t th a t th e  N avy, b e c a u se  of th e  d a n g e r  of w a r  and b e c a u se  of th e ir  c o n s is te n t 
p re p a ra t io n s  fo r  th a t w a r ,  is  in a p o s itio n  w h e re  they  w ill sp end  b illio n s  fo r  new 
subs and pay as  l i t t l e  a tte n tio n  a s  th ey  c an , ge t aw ay w ith to the m e c h a n ic a l p ro b 
le m s  on th e  o ld e r  sh ip s . E ven  though th e se  sh ip s  a re  u n sa fe , h o w ev er, the US 
g o v e rn m e n t t r i e s  to  keep  th em  out in  th e  P a c if ic  to  c a r r y  ou t the  p o litic a l a im s  of 
the US g o v e rn m e n t- -a n d  to h e ll w ith  th e  peop le  who a re  a b o a rd  th e  sh ip s .


