
Vietnam Veterans Against the W&r-Winter Soldier Organization

NEWSLETTER
number 39  Sept 2 9 ’75

si**#The in fo rm a t io n  in th is  n e w s le t t e r  is  su p p o se d  to go to m e m b e r  of c h a p t e r s ,  no t 
ju s t  to th e  in d iv id u a l  p ick in g  up the  m a i l .  P l e a s e  p a s s  i t  a ro u n d . ***

ADDRESS CHANGE: F o r  r e a s o n s  e x p la in e d  l a t e r  in th i s  n e w s le t t e r ,  the  NO is m oving . I 
And, a f t e r  only t h r e e  y e a r s  in C h icag o , we now h av e  a PO Box. O u r  new m a i l in g  ad d re ss ,!  

w d u c b ^ h o u ld Jb e ^ u s e d ^ tf tie i^ O c ^

B a n k ru p tc y

A f te r  m u c h  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  the  NO h a s  d e c id e d  th a t  it shou ld  f i le  f o r m a l  b a n k ru p tc y  
f o r  VVAW/W SO Inc. T h is  m e a s u r e  h a s  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  of dw ind ­
ling  in c o m e  f r o m  in d iv id u a l  c o n t r ib u to r s .  T h e s e  c o n t r i b u to r s ,  r e c e iv in g  a p p e a ls  in 
th e  m a i l ,  w e re  the  m a in  s o u r c e  of in c o m e  f o r  the  NO, and m a d e  it p o s s ib le  fo r  the  
NO to m a in ta in  c r e d i t  w ith  s e v e r a l  s u p p l i e r s  w h ile  s t i l l  g e tt in g  out the  n a t io n a l  n e w s ­
p a p e r  and spend ing  a lm o s t  $ 6 ,0 0 0  a m onth .

Now th e s e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  a r e  down and the  NO can  no lo n g e r  r a i s e  m o n ey  by send ing  
out m a s s iv e  m a i l  a p p e a ls .  In f a c t ,  the  d eb t  we have  is  m a in ly  f r o m  fu n d ra is in g  c o s t s  
i n c u r r e d  by pu tt ing  out th o s e  m a i l e r s .  T h a t  d eb t  is  c u r r e n t ly  $30, 000. C oupling  th is  
d eb t w ith  th e  to ta l  l a c k  of in c o m e  r e c e n t ly ,  inc lud ing  no d u e s ,  the  c o l le c t iv e  d e c id e d  
th a t  f o r m a l  b a n k ru p tc y  is  th e  only c o r r e c t  so lu t io n  to the, im m e d ia te  p ro b le m .

W hat th is  m e a n s  is  th a t  the  NO w ill  f ile  a b a n k ru p tc y  p e t i t io n  in c o u r t .  C r e d i to r s  
w il l  then  be n o t i f ied  of a b a n k ru p tc y  h e a r in g  s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r .  In the  p e r io d  b e tw een  
th e  f i l in g  of the  p e t i t io n  and the  h e a r in g ,  o u r  " c o r p o r a t e  a s s e t s "  w ill  be  f r o z e n .  At 
the  h e a r in g  the  r e f e r e e  han d lin g  o u r  c a s e  w ill  d ec id e  w hat h a s  to be done; m o s t  p r o ­
b ab ly  the  c o r p o r a t io n  w il l  be  j u s t  d e c l a r e d  " d i s c h a r g e d  into b a n k ru p tc y .  " At th a t  
p o in t ,  we can, aga in  o p e r a t e  a s  VVAW/WSO Inc w ith  a l l  d e b ts  l iq u id a ted .

. T h a t  w ill  ta k e  c a r e  of the  im m e d ia te  p r o b le m ,  bu t  no t th e  long ra n g e  one of the 
c o n t in u e d  o p e ra t io n  of the  NO and  the  p ro d u c t io n  of T he  V e te r a n , We' r e  tak in g  m an y  
m e a s u r e s  to  cu t down the  c o s t  of runn ing  the  o ff ice . F i r s t ,  th e  o ffice  is  be in g  m o v ed  
to  a  p la c e  w hich  c o s t s  w e ll  l e s s  th an  h a lf  of th e  c u r r e n t  re n t .  C o o r d in a to r s  w ill  be 
g e t t in g  p a r t - t i m e  jo b s ,  u s in g  the  GI B i l l ,  o r  find ing  o th e r  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  in c o m e .
T h e  id e a  is  th a t  the  o rg a n iz a t io n  would then  no t have  to  pay fo r  r e n t  o r  l iv in g  e x p e n se s  
f o r  the  NO,
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W hat th is  m e a n s  f o r  the  r e s t  of th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  is  c l e a r .  M e m b e rs h ip  m u s t  s u p ­
p o r t  the  w o rk  of the  o ff ice . F o r  the  l a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ,  the  NO h a s  r e c e iv e d  NO 
d u es  f r o m  c h a p te r s .  T h e r e  w a s  a good r e s p o n s e  to  the  a p p e a l  f o r  m o n ey  to  p u t out 
a  new  i s s u e  of T h e  V e te r a n . , b u t r e g u l a r  fund ing  w as  n o n -e x is te n t .  Y et w e got m an y  
r e q u e s t s  fo r  m a t e r i a l s  and  in fo rm a t io n .  P e o p le ,  th e s e  m a t e r i a l s  can n o t b e  f o r t h ­
co m in g  if c h a p te r s  do no t r a i s e  the  m o n e y  f o r  th e m . D ues  m u s t  be  c o l le c te d  r e g u la r ly .  
E v e n  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ,  if  we a r e  to  have  a  n a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  c h a p te r s  m u s t  ge t  a t 
l e a s t  th e  c o s t  of w ha t th e y  o r d e r  in to  the  o ff ice  B E F O R E  th e  p a p e r  can be  p r in te d .

T h is  l a s t  is  c r u c ia l .  U ntil  r e c e n t ly ,  b e c a u s e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  w e r e  co m in g  in to  the  
NO, we have  b e e n  a b le  to  g e t  ou t th e  p a p e r  r e g u la r ly  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  c h a p te r s  p a id  
f o r  it. We c a n ' t  do th a t  any lo n g e r !  C h a p te r s  sh o u ld  hold  d i s c u s s io n s  a t  r e g u l a r  
c h a p te r  m e e t in g s  on r a i s in g  m o n ey  f o r  the  p a p e r .  A t the  s a m e  t im e ,  s p e c ia l  fu n d ­
r a i s in g  e v e n ts  shou ld  be  he ld  a s  r e g u la r ly  a s  p o s s ib le  to  g e t  " e x t r a "  m o n e y  fo r  the  
N O - - th e  " e x t r a "  w il l  go to w a rd s  p r in t in g  b u t to n s ,  p a m p h le ts  (like  the  p r o g r a m  p a m ­
p h le t)  a n d  o th e r  n e e d e d  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e s e  f u n d r a i s e r s  m u s t  be  p o l i t i c a l ,  p a r t  o f  the  
c a m p a ig n s  b e ing  b u i l t  by  c h a p te r s  a s  to o ls  fo r  m a s s  o u t r e a c h  an d  invo lv ing  v e ts  
who m a y  n o t be  fu lly  a c t iv e  in  a c h a p te r  now in th e  l ife  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n .  T h is  
g o es  han d  in han d  w ith  the  s e c t io n  in th is  n e w s l e t t e r  abou t d ev e lo p in g  the  s o c ia l  l ife  
of VVAW.

T he  o rg a n iz a t io n  is  a t  a  new  le v e l  of w o rk .  T he  "good o ld  d a y s "  a r e  g o n e , w ith  
a l l  the  m o n ey  th a t  c a m e  w ith  th e m  gone a lso .  Now we t r u ly  m u s t  r e ly  on th e  m a s s e s  
of v e t e r a n s  an d  w o rk in g  p eo p le  to  s u p p o r t  the  g ro w in g  v e t e r a n s  m o v e m e n t .  VVAW 
is  n o t ju s t  a  " m o v e m e n t"  g ro u p ,  " it i s  a  f ig h t in g  v e ts  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  d eep ly  invo lved  
in the  d a i ly  b a t t l e s  of v e t e r a n s  and  w o rk in g  peo p le .  C h a p te r s  m u s t  d ra w  on th o se  
m a s s e s ,  fo r  t h e i r  s t r e n g th  is  g r e a t  and  t h e i r  p o te n t ia l  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  o u r  w o rk  
unbounded . Let* s ge t  to  i t!  ! !

V E T 'S  DAY ACTIONS

V e te r a n s  D ay , N o v e m b e r  11th (o r  w h a te v e r  day  is  c e l e b r a t e d  in  y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  
s ta t e  o r  c ity )  h a s  t r a d i t io n a l ly  b e e n  a  day  of p a r a d e s  by the  r e a c t i o n a r y  v e ts  g ro u p s  
to b o l s t e r  the  p r e s e n t  f o r e ig n  p o licy  of the  US and  to  s p e a k  w ith  " h o n o r ,  g lo r y ,  and  
p a t r i o t i s m "  ab o u t p a s t  an d  fu tu r e  w a r s .  F o r  th e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  VVAW h a s  p r o ­
v id e d  a n o th e r  s id e  to  the  V e ts  Day a c t i o n s ,  on e  of ex p o s in g  th e  w a r  in Ind o ch in a  f o r  
w ha t it w a s ,  a  w a r  of a g r e s s i o n  and  e x p lo i ta t io n ,  and  to  r a i s e  the  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e  
of the  t r e a t m e n t  of V i e t n a m - e r a  and  o th e r  v e ts  in  th e  US today .

V e ts  Day th is  y e a r  is  no e x c e p t io n  to  th is  h i s to r y .  F a c e d  w ith  the  d a n g e r  of w a r  
a t  any t im e ,  h igh  u n e m p lo y m e n t ,  and d e c e n t  b e n e f i t s  so m e th in g  th a t  we have  to figh t 
to o th  and  n a i l  f o r ,  th i s  V e te r a n s  Day and  th e  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  a c t io n s  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r ­
ta n t  th an  e v e r .  V e ts  Day th is  y e a r  shou ld  be  an  im p o r ta n t  day  of f o c u s ,  h ig h ligh ting  
th e  lo c a l  s t r u g g le s  f o r  v e t s  and the  a c t i v i t i e s  a ro u n d  the  VA. B a s e d  on th e s e  s t r u g ­
g le s ,  the  ty p e s  of a c t i v i t i e s  and  s lo g a n s  r a i s e d  d e p en d  on  lo c a l  c o n d it io n s .  O ne c o n ­
c e p t  to  c o n s id e r  i s  the  v a lu e  of u n i t in g  w ith  the  r a n k  an d  f i le  of o th e r  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n ­
iz a t io n s  w hen an d  w h e re  p o s s ib le  and  a l s o  r e a c h in g  ou t to  m i l i t a r y  u n i ts  (m o s t ly  r e ­
s e r v e  and  g u a rd )  w h ich  p a r t i c ip a t e  in the  t r a d i t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  P e o p le  shou ld  in v e s ­
t ig a te  th e  p lan n ed  a c t i v i t i e s  in d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  to  see  if l in k in g  up  an d  pu tting  f o r ­
w a r d  d e m a n d s  w ou ld  be  w o r th w h ile .  In p la c e s  w h e re  c o n s i s te n t  w o rk  is  going on a t  
th e  VA, m a n y  o ld e r  v e ts  a r e  co m in g  f o r w a r d  and  v o ic in g  t h e i r  u n ity  and  su p p o r t  f o r
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m a n y  of the  d e m a n d s  b e in g  r a i s e d ,  d e m a n d s  th a t  m e a n  a s  m u c h  to  th e m  a s  th e y  do 
to  V i e t n a m - e r a  v e t s .

J u s t  a s  im p o r ta n t  on V e ts  Day is  the  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c h a p te r s  to  e m p h a s iz e ,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  to  new  peop le  who a r e  co m in g  f o r w a r d ,  the  n a t io n a l  sco p e  of the  s t r u g g le s  
b e in g  w ag ed  a g a in s t  the  VA. T h is  c o n t r ib u te s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  to  b re a k in g  down the  
f e e l in g s  of i s o la t io n  by show ing  th e  s t ru g g le  f o r  "D ec e n t  B e n e f i t s  fo r  a l l  V e t s "  to be 
t r u ly  a  n a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t  on th e  r i s e .  In c o r p o r a t in g  th e  s t r u g g le s  and  v i c t o r i e s  
of o th e r  v e ts  a ro u n d  the  c o u n try  (as  la id  ou t in T he  V e t e r a n ) in to  y o u r  s p e e c h e s ,  
t a lk s ,  an d  l i t e r a t u r e  c a n  add  s ig n if ic a n t ly  to  m a k in g  the  V e te r a n s  Day a c t io n s  th is  
y e a r  a  s u c e s s f u l  s te p  f o r w a r d  in  o u r  lo c a l  and  n a t io n a l  w o rk .

ALX OUT F O R  V ET S DAY! !

NIC M ee tin g

F o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r e l a t iv e ly  low  le v e l  of a c t iv i ty  in the  p a s t  
co u p le  of m o n th s ,  the  NIC m e e t in g ,  t e n ta t iv e ly  s c h e d u le d  f o r  e a r ly  O c to b e r  should  
n o t  b e  h e ld  th en . T r y in g  to  h o ld  th a t  m e e t in g  b e tw e e n  now and V e ts  Day cou ld  h a m ­
p e r  o u r  w o rk  in b u ild in g  f o r  th o s e  a c t io n s .  So, th e  NO fe e ls  th a t  a  NIC m e e t in g  
shou ld  ta k e  p la c e  a s  soon  a f t e r  V e ts  D ay a s  p o s s ib le .  We s u g g e s t  the  w eek en d  of 
the  15th and  16th of N o v e m b e r .  D e t r o i t  h a s  o f f e re d  to h o s t  th e  m e e t in g  (though we 
h a v e n ' t  y e t  c h e c k e d  w ith  the  c h a p te r  t h e r e  ab o u t th o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  d a te s ) .

T h e r e  have  b e en  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  about w h e th e r  a  NIC m e e t in g  is  n e e d e d  a t  a l l ;  
w e th in k  i t  i s .

1. A s p eo p le  can  s e e  f r o m  T he  V e te ra n , :  s t r u g g le s  a r e  bu ild ing . W hile good 
s u m - u p s  of w ha t is  h ap p en in g  a r e  im p o r ta n t  and  w il l  be  u s e d  to s p r e a d  th e  i n f o r m a ­
t io n  a ro u n d ,  they  c a n ' t  ta k e  the  p la c e  of p eo p le  g e t t in g  to g e th e r  and d is c u s s in g  and  
s u m m in g  up w ha t is  go ing  on. T he  NIC has  th e  jo b  n o t only  of s u m m in g  up , b u t  s e e ­
ing how so m e  of the  g a in s  b e in g  m a d e  can  b e s t  be  c o n s o l id a te d  to  m o v e  b o th  the  in d i ­
v id u a l  c h a p te r s  an d  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  a s  a  w ho le  fo r w a r d .

2. T h e  o rg a n iz a t io n  w as  u n i te d  a ro u n d  th e  n e e d  f o r  a  N IC , see in g  it a s  a  too l 
f o r  p ro v id in g  b e t t e r  l in k s  b e tw ee n  the  w o rk  in d i f f e r e n t  p la c e s  a s  w e ll  a s  p ro v id in g  
o n - th e - s p o t  d i r e c t io n  fo r  the  o rg a n iz a t io n .  T h is  n e e d  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  One of the  f i r s t  
t a s k s  th e  NIC w il l  have to  ta k e  up is to  d e f in e  i ts  own func tion .

3. T he  n a m e :  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  is  u n i te d  a ro u n d  the  n e e d  to d ro p  "WSO" f r o m  
o u r  n a m e ;  i t  adds  n o th in g , is  c o n fu s in g ,  and  r e f l e c t s  a  p e r io d  in th e  h i s to r y  of the  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  w h ich  we have  le f t  beh ind . A s T h e  V e te r a n  r e f l e c t s ,  so m e  c h a p te r s  
have  a l r e a d y  gone a h e a d  an d  d ro p p e d  WSO f r o m  t h e i r  n a m e .  H o w ev e r ,  a ro u n d  
VVAW th e  d ro p p in g  of th a t  n a m e  and  co m in g  up w ith  a n o th e r  the  p o s i t io n  in the  o r g a n ­
iz a t io n  is  no t  so c l e a r c u t .  O u r  a b i l i ty  to  t a lk  abou t the  V ie tn a m  w a r  an d  d ra w  the 
c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  V ie tn a m  and  the  d a n g e r  of fu tu r e  w a r s  of a g r e s s i o n  is  an i m p o r ­
ta n t  p a r t  of o u r  p r o g r a m ,  and  the  n a m e  of th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  can  h e lp  r e f l e c t  th a t .
T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  a d v a n ta g e s  to m a in ta in in g  V V A W --i t  p o in ts  ou t th a t  w e a r e  v e t s ,  
t h a t  b e in g  a g a in s t  i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  is  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f o u r  w o rk ,  an d  the  n a m e
is  known (it s e r v e d  a s  a k ind  of s lo g an  a ro u n d  w h ich  th o u s a n d s  of v e ts  un ited ).  F r o m  
o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  th e  n a m e  is  an  an n o y an c e  to  so m e  e x te n t ,  b u t  n o t  so m e th in g  th a t  
r e a l l y  h o ld s  b a c k  o u r  w o rk  (people  s ee  u s  f o r  w ha t we do , no t  w hat w e a r e  c a l le d ) .  
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n ,  a s  y e t ,  no u n ity  a ro u n d  a n a m e  w ith  w h ich  to  r e p la c e  VVAW. P e o p le
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sh o u ld  s e r io u s ly  ta k e  up  the  q u e s t io n  of the  n a m e  and  w h e th e r  i t  shou ld  be  chan g ed  
(beyond  d ro p p in g  WSO) a t  th i s  t im e  so th a t  we can  have  a s  fu l l  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a s  
p o s s ib le  about th e  c h a n g e - - b o th  why and  w ha t to . In o th e r  w o r d s ,  we n e e d  the  p o l i t ic a l  
inpu t abou t the  n a m e ,  and  the  NIC has  to  r e a c h  so m e  c o n c lu s io n s  abou t it.

4. The NIC n e e d s  to f in a l iz e  the  p r o g r a m  w h ich  can  th en  go ou t to  v e t s .  O ur 
r e w r i t t e n  v e r s io n  of the  p r o g r a m  sh o u ld  be  in p e o p l e ' s  hands  w ith in  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  
b u t  th a t  shou ld  n o t s to p  c h a p te r s  and  m e m b e r s  of c h a p te r s  f r o m  g e tt in g  inpu t into 
the  NO b a s e d  on t h e i r  p r a c t i c e .

5. N a t io n a l  c o o r d in a to r s :  a s  i t  now s ta n d s ,  a f t e r  the  n ex t  NSCM , t h e r e  w ill  be 
two (2) peop le  in th e  NO. T h e  NIC n e e d s  to  c o m e  up w ith  n o m in e e s  to  f i l l  the  v a c a n ­
c ie s .  T h e r e  a l s o  h a s  to be  so m e  d i s c u s s io n  how, under, new  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  the  NO 
c an  b e s t  fu n c tio n  to f i l l  the  n e e d s  of the  o r g a n iz a t io n  an d  m o v e  the  s t ru g g le  fo rw a rd .

A s w e ll  a s  r e a s o n s  why w e fe e l  the  NIC m e e t in g  is  n e e d e d ,  th e s e  a r e  a l s o  s u g ­
g e s t io n s  fo r  s o m e  of the  ag en d a  i t e m s .  Now w e n e e d  inpu t f r o m  you: A re  th e s e  p o s ­
s ib le  d a t e s ?  W hat o th e r  i t e m s  shou ld  be  on th e  a g e n d a ?  P r o p o s a l s  o r  id e a s  f o r  
th e  m e e t in g ?  By la te  O c to b e r  w e hope to b e  ab le  to put out a  t e n ta t iv e  ag en d a  f o r  
th a t  m e e t in g .  We a ls o  b e l ie v e  th a t  if the  o rg a n iz a t io n  d e c id e s  th is  is  the  r ig h t  t im e  
fo r . th e .  NIC m e e t in g ,  th en  the  n e x t  N a t io n a l  S te e r in g  C o m m it te e  m e e t in g  shou ld  be 
p u sh ed  b a c k  a  co u p le  of m onths*

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  w o rk in g  p a p e r  p a s s e d  in M ilw au k ee  l a s t  Ju ly ,  the  NIC is  to be  
m a d e  up  of th e  r e g io n a l  c o o r d in a to r  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  the  r e g io n a l  c o l le c t iv e ,  
p lu s  one  o th e r  p e r s o n  f r o m  e a c h  reg io n .

So c ia l iz  ing

. If we lo o k  a t  w hat c h a p te r s  h av e  b e en  doing  o v e r  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  i t ' s  p r e t ty  c l e a r  
th a t  we have  g o t te n  a g r a s p  on how to b u i ld  a  f igh ting  v e t e r a n s  o rg a n iz a t io n .  F r o m  
the  v a r io u s  c a m p a ig n s  b e ing  w ag ed  a ro u n d  the  c o u n t ry ,  it is  c l e a r  th a t  v e ts  a r e  
b eg in n in g  to  u n i te  w ith  u s  in the  W ar  on the  VA. T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  one a s p e c t  of 
b u ild in g  the  v e t ' s  m o v e m e n t  th a t  has  h o v e re d  a ro u n d  u s  fo r  a  long t im e  and  one th a t  
we th in fc ,should  be  d e v e lo p e d  in  a  m o r e  c o n sc io u s  way a s  p a r t  of o u r  w o rk .  T h is  
d e a ls  w ith  the  n e e d  f o r  u s  to be  of a  s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a t io n  r a t h e r  than  ju s t  a  p o l i t ic a l  
g ro u p  th a t  u n i te s  w ith  v e t e r a n s  on a p u re ly  p o l i t ic a l  lev e l .

T h is  does  no t m e a n  th a t  we b e c o m e  a r e a c t i o n a r y  o rg a n iz a t io n  l ik e  the  VFW  
w h ich  p r o m o te s  sw il l in g  b e e r  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  d iv e r t  the  a n g e r  of v e te r a n s .
But t h e r e  is  an  a s p e c t  .of the  V FW  th a t  r e f l e c t s  the  m a s s  b a s e  of its  m e m b e r s h ip .
V e ts  jo in  a  v e t e r a n ' s  o rg a n iz a t io n  o u t of a  d e s i r e  to be w ith  o th e r s  who have  .shared  
s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  C e r ta in ly  th a t  is  t r u e  in o u r  o rg a n iz a t io n .  W hile  we d i r e c t  
o u r  a n g e r  a t  th e  VA an d  the  s y s te m  it is  p a r t  of, we a l s o  l ik e  to s i t  a rp u n d  o v e r  a 
b e e r  an d  t a lk  ab o u t o u r  days  in the  m i l i t a r y  o r  ab o u t l i fe  in  g e n e r a l .

We have  to u n i te  w ith  a l l  a s p e c t s  of the  l iv e s  of v e t e r a n s .  By un iting  only  a ro u n d  
c a m p a ig n s  o r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  we a r e  cu tt in g  out im p o r ta n t  p a r t s  of bu ild ing  th a t  
un ity . We a l l  l ik e  to  have  a good t im e ,  w h e th e r  i t  be  hav ing  f r i e n d s  o v e r  f o r  d in n e r  
o r  going to  p a r t i e s  o r  o th e r  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  And th is  is  e x a c t ly  w h a t  w e shou ld  
be  doing  w ith  v e t s  who a r e  jo in in g  o r  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in jo in in g  VVAW. In s h o r t ,  
w e have  to  s e e  v e t s  a s  in d iv id u a ls ,  a s  p eo p le ,  no t  j u s t  " m a s s e s "  to  be  won o v e r .



page  5

S o c ia l iz in g  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  th a t  we lo o k  a t  o u r  w o rk  on d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s ,  "W ell ,  
to d ay  w e 111 go to  th e  VA an d  to m o r r o w  w e 1 11 have  a p a r ty .  " B oth  a s p e c t s  w ill  tak e  
p r e c e d e n c e  a t  one t im e  o r  a n o th e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  is  a b so lu te ly  no th ing  w ro n g  w ith  going 
to  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  and  th e n  going  to  a  b a r  to  t a lk  abou t i t - - w h a t  i ts  s u c c e s s e s  w e re  
and  w ha t i ts  w e a k n e s s e s  w e re .  T he  s a m e  a p p l ie s  to c h a p te r  m e e t in g s .  T h e r e  is  a  
r e a l  te n d e n c y  f o r  th e m  to ge t d o w n r ig h t  b o r in g  if a l l  we do is  t a lk  about th e  p ro b le m s  
w e a r e  hav ing  o r  who d o es  w hat n ex t  w eek .

C h a p te r  m e e t in g s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  to  bu ild in g  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  T h ey  a r e  a  r e f l e c ­
t io n  of o u r  w o rk .  T h ey  sh o u ld  be  l i v / e l y  a s  w e l l  a s  tak e  c a r e  of b u s in e s s .  If t h e r e  
is  l i t t l e  .to d i s c u s s ,  t h e r e ' s  no th ing  w ro n g  w ith  j u s t  s i t t in g  a ro u n d  and hav ing  a few 
b e e r s  o r  w a tch in g  T V - - t h a t  c e r t a in ly  b e a t s  m a k in g  up  th in g s  to say  to k e ep  a m e e t in g  
going . A n o th e r  p a r t  of the  c h a p t e r ' s  w o rk  is to  r a i s e  m oney . And it  shou ld  be  a  way 
to  s o c ia l iz e  w ith  new  m e m b e r s .  F u n d r a i s in g  p a r t i e s ,  p o t - lu c k  d in n e r s ,  g a r a g e  
s a l e s ,  e tc  can  b r in g  in b u ck s  an d  c a n  a l s o  be  fun.

If we r e a l l y  w an t to  b u ild  a  f igh ting  v e ts  o rg a n iz a t io n  w e have  to  b eg in  to  s e e  
o u r  o r g a n iz a t i o n  a s  a  c e n t e r  of a c t i v i t i e s ,  on a l l  l e v e l s ,  f o r  un it in g  w ith  v e ts .  If 
w e f a i l  to  do so ,  we b e c o m e  i s o la te d  and  c a d r i f ie d .  If we r e a l l y  s ee  o u r s e lv e s  a s  
p a r t  of the  v e t ' s  s t r u g g le ,  an d  a ls o  p a r t  of b u ild in g  th a t  s t r u g g le ,  w e w ill  no t  m a k e  
th e s e  e r r o r s  and  w e w il l  b u ild  into a r e a l ly  p o w erfu l  f o r c e .

T he  V e te r a n

A s can  be  s e e n  f r o m  the  m a s th e a d ,  the  n a m e  of the  n a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e r  has  b een  
c h an g ed  f r o m  the  W in te r  S o ld ie r  to  T he  V e te r a n .  T he  n a t io n a l  o f f ic e ,  in co n ju n c t io n  
w ith  th o s e  c h a p te r s  w e w e r e  a b le  to c o n ta c t ,  th o u g h t th a t  th e  n a m e  m o r e  a d e q u a te ly  
r e f l e c t s  th e  VVAW /W SO p r o g r a m  and  s t r u g g le  th an  a q uo te  f r o m  so m eo n e  h a r d ly  , 
anyone  c a n r r e c o g n iz e .  T he  n a m e  change  i t s e l f ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  v e r y  s e c o n d a ry  to the  
o v e r a l l  s t ru g g le  w hith  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  an d  the  n e w s p a p e r  m u s t  d e v e lo p ,  and  the  
r e l a t io n s h ip  th a t  c h a p te r s  and  re g io n s  m u s t  d e v e lo p  w ith  it. As w as  s ta t e d  a t  the; 
l a s t  NSCM, "w hen the  p a p e r  a c t iv e ly  ta k e s  up the  d a y - to - d a y  s t ru g g le  of the  p eo p le  "" 
an d  p u ts  th o s e  s t r u g g le s  f o r w a r d  in a  l iv e ly  w ay , i t  is  a  key  to o l  to b u ild in g  the  
f igh ting  v e ts  m o v e m e n t .  " We in th e  NO can n o t  pu ll a r t i c l e s  f r o m  the  sky , n o r  can  
w e^ad eq u a te ly  r e p r e s e n t  the  s t ru g g le  b e ing  b u i l t  in a c e r t a in  a r e a  by t r y in g  to  d ra w  
to g e th e r  a l l  the  s t r i n g s  of an  a r t i c l e  o v e r  the  phone a few days  b e fo re  the  p a p e r  is 
to c o m e  out. B u t,  in  f a c t ,  the  p r a c t i c e  of c h a p te r s  in the  p a s t  in  he lp ing  to  deve lop  
the-i p a p e r  m a k e s  us  b e l ie v e  th a t  c h a p te r s  th in k  th is .  T h is  c an n o t con tinue : not only  
d o es  it no t  s e r v e  the  s t r u g g le ,  b u t ho lds  i t  b ack . T h is  a ll  m e a n s  th a t  c h a p te r s  m u s t  
a s s ig n  peop le  to  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  on p ic k e t s ,  a c t io n s  an d  c a m p a ig n s  and  ge t th e m  to 
the .N O  on t im e  f o r  th e m  to  be  pu t into  the  p a p e r .  W hile  the  d a te  f o r  the  n ex t  i s s u e  
of The V e te r a n  d e p en d s  on hav ing  the  n e c e s s a r y  m a t e r i a l  and  the  m o n ey  to  p r in t  i t ,  
w e a r e  hoping  to  p r in t  a g a in  a t  the  end of N o v e m b e r .

The o v e r a l l  p u rp o s e  of the  p a p e r  sh o u ld  b e  to h e lp  b u i ld  the s t r u g g le ,  p o in t 
th e  f in g e r  a t  th e  s y s t e m  by unfo ld ing  i t  th ro u g h  o u r  c a m p a ig n s ,  s p a r k  s t ru g g le  
th ro u g h  ongoing  s t r u g g le s  ( th is  m e a n s  a ls o  b r in g in g  ou t  so m e  o f  the  g la r in g  shorty- 
c o m in g s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  s u c c e s s e s )  and  to  g ive  v e t s  a  s e n s e  of th e  g row ing  v e ts  
m o v e m e n t  n a tio n w id e .  C h a p te r s  m u s t  tak e  a l l  th i s  into  a c c o u n t  a s  th ey  ge t a r t i c l e s  
to g e th e r  f o r  T h e  V e te r a n .
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An a r t i c l e  ab o u t a  lo c a l  c a m p a ig n  b u i ld s  the  s t r u g g le  in th e  a r e a  w h e r e  it  is  
ta k in g  p la ce  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  it s e r v e s  the  w hole  o rg a n iz a t io n  and  the  v e t s  m o v e ­
m e n t ,  by s p re a d in g  the  s t r u g g l e - - i t s  v i c t o r i e s  an d  l e s s o n s - - n a t i o n a l l y .  A r t i c l e s  
f o r  T he  V e te r a n  sh o u ld  no t  be s e e n  a s  to ta l  s u m - u p s  of w o rk ,  b u t m o r e  a g i ta t io n a l .  
S u m -u p s  a r e  in v a lu a b le ,  b u t  a r e  m o r e  p r o p e r ly  r e s e r v e d  fo r  th e  n e w s le t t e r .

T h e  NO w ill  p ro b a b ly  do so m e  r e w r i t in g  of any a r t i c l e  so a s  to fu lly  in te g ra te  
a s to r y  w ith  th e  w hole  p a p e r .  In th is  l ig h t  i t ' s  h e lp fu l  f o r  c h a p te r s  to sen d  in not 
on ly  a r t i c l e s  bu t l e a f l e t s  and  p o s t e r s  a s  w e ll  to  g ive  a  fu l l  s e n s e  of the  w ay a s t ru g g le  
w a s  d ev e lo p ed . A nd, w h ile  the  p o l i t ic a l  l e s s o n s  a r e  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  of any  a r t i c l e ,  
i t  i s  the  sp e c if ic  d e ta i l s  which, m a k e  an  a r t i c l e  c o m e  a l i v e - - t h a t  m e a n s  q u o te s  f r o m  
the  p eo p le  t h e r e ,  in c id e n ts  w h ich  h ap p en ed  w hich  m a k e  y o u r  d em o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
o t h e r s , e tc .

A long w ith  le a f l e t s  and a r t i c l e s ,  pho tos  a r e  r e a l l y  n eed ed . A p ic tu r e  of a  m i l i r  
tn a t  d em o  t e l l s  the  s to r y  the  w ay a h ead l in e  s ta t in g  " m i l i t a n t  f ig h t - b a c k "  could  n e v e r  
do. It* s im p o r ta n t  th a t  the  pho tos  m a x im iz e  the  e ffe c t  of the  a c t i o n - - p e o p le  ch an ting  
" c u t  r e d  tape", w ou ld  b e ,m o r e  e f fe c t iv e  if peo p le  t r i e d  g e tt in g  the  b a n n e r  o r  s ig n s  in 
the  photo say in g  "cu t  r e d  ta p e .  " A ls o ,  w h e re  t h e r e  is  no t ro o m  fo r  a  w hole  a r t i c l e ,  
a  photo w ith  c ap t io n  can  s t i l l  be  put in the  p a p e r  and  m a k e  the  poin t.

F in a l ly ,  b u t  by a l l  m e a n s  no t  l e a s t ,  MONEY, T he only  w ay th a t  the  p a p e r  is  
going to  c o m e  o u t  a t  a l l  is  by th a t  m o n ey  co m in g  f r o m  th e  c h a p te r s .  T h is  m e a n s  not 
on ly  g e tt in g  the  5£ p e r  p a p e r  in ,  b u t a l s o  hold ing  f u n d r a i s e r s  fo r  the  p a p e r .  Not 
o n ly  w il l  th e s e  h e lp  pay  f o r  the  p a p e r  bu t  a l s o  s e r v e  to  d ra w  peop le  in to  the  l ife  of 
the  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th o se  who buy the  p a p e r  on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .

T h e  V e te r a n  m u s t  r e f l e c t  the  f ig h t in g  v e ts  m o v e m e n t ,  a  n a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t ,  
an d  no t j u s t  a  few  c h a p te r s .  It m u s t  be  ta k en  up a c t iv e ly ,  n o t j u s t  be se l l in g  th e  
p a p e r  an d  s u p p o r t in g  i t  f in a n c ia l ly ,  bu t b u ild in g  th ro u g h  a r t i c l e s .

M o re  F B I  A c t iv i ty  in VVAW /W SO

R e c e n t ly ,  y e t  a n o th e r  s e r i e s  of F B I  a g e n ts  has  been  u n c o v e r e d  in  the  co n tin u in g , 
and  f u t i le ,  a t t e m p ts  of the  g o v e rn m e n t  to  s ab o ta g e  VVAW /W SO an d  the  g ro w in g  v e t e r ­
a n s  m o v e m e n t .  In M ilw au k e e ,  the  c h a p te r  e x p o se d  Tony T o c h a lo w sk i  and  L-inda 
Im a c u s  a s  f u l l - t i m e ,  pa id  in fo r m a n t s  of the  F B I  who h ad  t r i e d  to g a th e r  in fo rm a t io n  
on  VVAW /W SO fo r  an ex ten d e d  p e r io d  of t im e .  T h is  m o n t h ' s  i s s u e  of T he  V e te r a n  
c o n ta in s  an a r t i c l e  d e a l in g  w ith  th is  in c id en t .  A long w ith  th is  n e w s le t t e r  h a s  a lso  
b e e n  in c lu d ed  a  copy of .the p o s t e r  th e  M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r  m a d e  up and  d i s t r ib u te d  
a ro u n d  th e i r  c o m m u n ity ,  a s  a  w a rn in g  ab o u t th e s e  two peop le  to o th e r  w o rk in g  people  
in t h e i r  a r e a .

A n o th e r  F B I  in fo r m a n t  who has  b e en  r e v e a le d  is  S a ra h  J a n e  ("S a lly " )  M o o re .  
H aving  g a in e d  n a t io n a l  p ro m in e n c e  in th e  "Nut of th e  M onth" C lub  of w o u ld -b e  
p r e s id e n t i a l  a s s a s s i n s ,  M o o re  b r ie f ly  b e lo n g e d  tQ th e  f o r m e r  O ak lan d  C h a p te r  
of VVAW /W SO b e fo re  she  w a s .e x p o s e d  a§. an  F B I  a g en t  and  k ic k ed  ou t of the  o r g a n ­
iz a t io n .  M o o re  a p p a r e n t ly  c o n tin u ed  h e r  spying, a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  be ing  th ro w n  out 
of V VAW /W SO, f o r k i n g  w ith  a  n u m b e r  of m oyepnen t o rg a n iz a t io n s  in the  B ay A r e a  
a s  an in fo r m a n t  f o r  the  F B I and  o th e r  f e d e r a l  p o lice  a g e n c ie s .  F i t t in g ly ,  .the d ay  
b e fo re  she  t r i e d  to  shoo t P r e s i d e n t  F o r d  in San F r a n c i s c o  sh e  w as  w o rk in g  w ith
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a g e n ts  f r o m  the  A lcoho l an d  T o b acco  ta x  d iv is io n  su p p o se d ly  t ry in g  to  ge t the  goods 
on " i l l e g a l  gun d e a l in g s .  " H e r  c o n t ro l  ag en t  l i t e r a l l y  h e lp ed  h e r  buy th e  gun she 
w ou ld  u s e  the  n ex t  day  in h e r  a t t e m p t  to  b low  F o r d ' s  head  off. It shou ld  be i n t e r e s t ­
ing to w a tch  the  m e d ia  t r y  to  ex p la in  aw ay  TH A T l i t t l e  p ie ce  of in fo rm a t io n .

If t h e r e  is  a c o m m o n  t h r e a d  ru n n in g  h ro u g h  th e s e  two s e p a r a t e  in c id e n ts ,  it 
is  the  l e s s o n  th a t  th e s e  peop le  a r e  going to  co n tin u e  to be a ro u n d  u s  an d  th a t  th ey  a r e  
d a m n  d a n g e r o u s .  A s th is  m o n t h ' s  V e te r a n  p o in te d  o u t ,  th e s e  peop le  a r e  o u r  e n e ­
m i e s  and  shou ld  be  t r e a t e d  th a t  way. B ut th is  is  no t  to  say  th a t  we sh o u ld  ge t a l l  
j a c k e d  ou t  of sh ap e  eac h  t im e  a n o th e r  in c id e n t  l ik e  t h e s e  o c c u r s ,  d ro p p in g  o u r  
w o rk  to f r e t  and  b u l l s h i t  abou t it. W e1 ve  go t to  l e a r n  to  d e a l  w ith  t h e s e  a t ta c k s  
a s  a  m a t t e r  of c o u r s e ,  ta k in g  th e m  in o u r  s t r i d e  and  no t a llo w in g  the  w o rk  of 
b u ild in g  a  f igh ting  v e t e r a n s  m o v e m e n t  to  be d iv e r t e d  fo r  a s in g le  m o m e n t .

We f e e l  th a t  the  w ay the  M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r  d e a l t  w ith  T o c h a lo w sk i  and  Im a c u s  
w a s  an  e x c e l le n t  e x a m p le  of how th is  can  be  done . T he  in fo r m a n ts  w e re  r a p id ly  
and  e f fe c t iv e ly  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  th e  o rg a n iz a t i o n  and th e  c o m m u n ity  a t  l a r g e  w as  w a rn e d  
of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  T he  w hole  e p iso d e  w as  th en  u s e d  to  d ra w  ou t  so m e  v e r y  i m p o r ­
ta n t  l e s s o n s  w ith  th e  c h a p te r  m e m b e r s h i p  a s  to  th e  n a tu r e  of r e p r e s s i o n  in th is  
c o u n t ry ,  the  n e e d  to  f ig h t  b a c k  a g a in s t  i t ,  an d  a  l iv in g  e x a m p le  of how to  do it.
M o s t  im p o r ta n t ly ,  the  a f f a i r  w as  u s e d  to a g a in  m a k e  th e  po in t th a t  no m a t t e r  how 
m a n y  a ■ e ts  the  g o v e rn m e n t  u s e s  to a t t a c k  u s  and  the  l a r g e r  m o v e m e n t  of w o rk in g  
p e o p le ,  i t  is  d o o m ed  to f a i lu r e .  As long a s  we r e ly  on o u r  un ity  and  the  s t r e n g th  
of the  m a s s  a c t io n  of v e t e r a n s  we can  an d  w il l  e f fe c t iv e ly  c o m b a t  t h e s e  a t ta c k s .

E n c lo s u r e s
A long  w ith  the  M ilw au k ee  p o s t e r ,  we* r e  in c lud ing  c o p ies  of a  l e a f le t  f r o m  the 

NYC c h a p te r  a ro u n d  th e i r  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  la te  c h e c k s ;  a s  a  te c h n ic a l  m a t t e r ,  
the  b a c k  of t h e s e  le a f l e t s  a r e  a  f ine  w ay to  u s e  an  o th e r w is e  w a s te d  b la n k  p ie ce  
of p a p e r ,  and to show g r a p h ic a l ly  e x a c t ly  w ha t th e  l e a f l e t  is  about. A lso  w e ' r e  
in c lu d in g  a  l e a f l e t  f r o m  the  C h icag o  c h a p te r  a ro u n d  the  l a t e s t  e p iso d e  in  t h e i r  
c a m p a ig n ;  th e  figh t a g a in s t  the  r e p r e s s i v e  a c t s  of the  VA is  bu ild ing  ( th e re  w ill  
no doub t be  f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n  a ro u n d  th is  in the  fu tu re ) .

C h an ts

T he  fo llow ing  c h a n ts  c o m e  f r o m  the  D e t r o i t  c h a p t e r - - w e  a ls o  n e e d  c h a n ts  f r o m  o th e r
c h a p te r s :

" B r in g  the  d i r e c t o r  down;
We w an t to  t a lk  to th e  clown. "

"T h e y  say  b e n e f i t s ,  w e say  r ig h t s  = -  
T h e y  say  w a i t  a w h i le - - w e  say  f igh t .  "

'VA big  sh o ts  b e t t e r  b e w a r e ,
W e 1 r e  gonna  f ig h t  f o r  m e d ic a l  c a r e .  "

"D o n 1 t  ta lk  t r a s h ;  Give u s  o u r  c a sh .  "

"VA don* t g ive  a  d a m n  abou t you  and  m e ,  
M o n e y 's  the  only  th ing  th a t  th e y  can  s e e .  "

"VA b o s s e s  p a s s  the  w o rd ,
W e' r e  h e r e  to  f ig h t ,  and 
w e ' r e  gonna  be  h e a rd .  "

"W hat do w e w a n t?
D e c e n t  b e n e f i t s /  F u l l  s t a f f /  L e s s  c o p s /  No r e d - t a p e /  . . .

W hat t im e  is i t?  , .. , , . ,,T im e  to  u n i t e /  T im e  to  figh t. . . .


