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General Information
V e te r a n s  D ay N a t io n a l  A ctions

A t the  M ilw aukee  N a t io n a l  S te e r in g  C o m m it te e  M ee tin g , the o rg a n iz a t io n  
vo ted  to hold  n a t io n a l  a c t io n s  on V e te r a n s  Day, 1975. T h e se  a c t io n s  a r e  to  be  
h e ld  on the c h a p te r  o r  r e g io n a l  le v e l  and should  co in c id e  w ith  the " o f f ic ia l” V e t­
e r a n s  D ay of the  s t a t e s  the a c t io n s  a r e  to be h e ld  in. (T he f e d e r a l  "h o l id a y "  is  
on N o v e m b e r  11th, bu t  in s o m e  s t a t e s ,  Vets D ay is  o b s e r v e d  on O c to b e r  28th).

D u r in g  the  n a t io n a l  m e e t in g ,  we d i s c u s s e d  how i t  is  a  m is ta k e  to j u s t  g e a r  
up the  " d e m o  m a c h in e "  and hold  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  on a c h o se n  d a te .  We have  
m a d e  the e r r o r  in the  p a s t  of not ty ing  in o u r  d a y - to - d a y  w o rk  am ong  v e ts  w ith  
o u r  4 e d n p n s tra t io n s  and  th is  h a s  m e a n t  th a t  o u r  a c t io n s  w e r e  o ften  i s o la te d  and 
no t sp e a k in g  to the r e a l  n eed s  and s t r u g g le s  of v e t s .  As VVAW/WSO g ro w s  and 
m o r e  e f fe c t iv e ly  l in k s  up w ith  the d a i ly  s t r u g g le s  of v e t s ,  i t  is in c r e a s in g ly  i m p o r ­
ta n t  tha t  m a s s  a c t io n s  s u c h  a s  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  sp e a k  d i r e c t l y  to the n e ed s  of v e t s .  
V ets  Day, 1975 shou ld  be  su ch  a t im e  f o r  c h a p te r s  and re g io n s  to bu ild  m i l i t a n t  
m a s s  a c t io n s  w h ich  a r e  d i r e c t l y  tied  in to the d a i ly  w o rk  we a r e  doing  a t  the VA, 
u n e m p lo y m e n t  o f f ic e s ,  c a m p u s e s ,  e tc .

We m u s t  go a l l  ou t fo r  bu ild in g  V e te r a n s  D ay  a c t io n s  th is  y e a r .  T h is  is  the 
m o s t  im p o r ta n t  n a t io n a l  a c t io n  we h av e  p lanned  fo r  the im m e d ia te  fu tu r e ,  b u t 
t h e r e  is s u f f ic ie n t  t im e  to bu ild  f o r  th e se  a c t io n s .  T h e s e  sh o u ld  be  a c t io n s  w hich  
v e ts  s e e  a s  o u r  own, and they  shou ld  be  a c t io n s  w hich  e f fe c t iv e ly  d i r e c t  the a n g e r  
and  m i l i t a n c e  of v e ts  tow ard  th e i r  o p p r e s s io n .

S om e c h a p te r s  h av e  a l r e a d y  begun p lann ing  and b u ild in g  f o r  V ets  D ay . T hose  
c h a p te r s  w ho have  no t b eg u n  th is  k ind of w o rk  sh o u ld  beg in  in the n e a r  fu tu r e  so  
a s  to a llow  m a x im u m  t im e  fo r  r e a l l y  m o b il iz in g  people  to a t te n d  the a c t io n s .  T h is  
d o e s n ' t  m e a n  th a t  we shou ld  s im p ly  c r a n k  up the " d e m o  m a c h in e "  and pu t the  d e ­
m o s  a ro u n d  V ets  D ay in the f o r e f r o n t  a t  a l l  t im e s .  W hat it d o e s  m e a n  is  th a t  our 
m a s s  w o rk  shou ld  beg in  poin ting  to w a rd s  the Vets D ay a c t io n s .  The d e m o s  shou ld  
be  b u i l t  in the c o u r s e  of o u r  d a i ly  w o rk . F o r  e x a m p le ,  the St. L ouis  c h a p te r  h a s  
h ad  a  p e t i t io n  c a m p a ig n  going a t  the VA fo r  the p a s t  co u p le  of m o n th s .  The c h a p -
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t e r  h a s  d e c id e d  th a t  the  p e t i t io n  c a m p a ig n  sh o u ld  c u lm in a te  on V e te r a n s  D ay when 
a d e m o n s t r a t io n  w ill  b e  h e ld  and  the p e t i t io n s  w il l  be  p r e s e n t e d  to the VA. T h is  
a l lo w s  the c h a p te r  enough  t im e  to g a th e r  h u n d re d s  of s ig n a t u r e s  on th e i r  p e t i t io n s  
and the p e t i t io n s  a r e  a l s o  po in ting  to s o m e th in g  in  the fu tu r e  (i. e. a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  
th a t  w ill  m ove the s t ru g g le  to a  h ig h e r  le v e l ) .  P r e s e n t i n g  the  p e t i t io n s  on V ets  
D ay a l s o  p ro v id e s  t im e  fo r  m e e t in g s  w ith  the v e ts  who have  s ig n ed  the  p e t i t io n s  
f o r  the p u rp o s e  of m o b i l iz in g  people  to c o m e  to the Vets D ay  a c t io n s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  
c o n so l id a t in g  v e ts  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in jo in in g  the c h a p te r .

B e tw e e n  now an d  V e te r a n s  D ay , we sh o u ld  b e  b u ild in g  o u r  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  on 
a  d a i ly  b a s i s .  We sh o u ld  be  ta lk in g  ab o u t V ets  D ay in o u r  m a s s  w o rk ,  a s  w e ll  a s  
a t  s p e c ia l  e v e n ts  s u c h  a s  b e n e f i t s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  p ic k e t  l in e s ,  e tc .  An e x a m p le  of 
how th is  is  be ing  done is the  w o rk  going on in  M ilw au k ee . The M ilw aukee  c h a p te r  
is  b u s i ly  w o rk in g  to b u ild  f o r  the L a b o r  D ay  p a ra d e  and  r a l ly  w h ich  is  c o m in g  up 
on S e p te m b e r  1s t.  A t the L a b o r  D ay  r a l l y ,  the VVAW/W SO s p e a k e r  w il l  be  t a lk ­
ing ab o u t V e te r a n s  D ay  and  b r in g in g  ou t the f a c t  th a t  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  to  take  to the 
s t r e e t s  on th is  day . T h ey  a r e  a l s o  going to p r in t  up s e v e r a l  th o u san d  s t i c k e r s  
ta lk in g  a b o u t  the Vets D ay  d e m o n s t r a t io n  and  p l a s t e r  th e m  a l l  o v e r  the c i ty .  T h is  
kind of th ing can  b e g in  im m e d ia te ly  and  i t  is  a l s o  so m e th in g  w hich  new peop le  c an  
r e t  in v o lv ed  in  r ig h t  aw ay .

O ur m a s s  w o rk  shou ld  be  po in ting  to w a rd  V e te r a n s  D ay, b u t  no t in  s u c h  a 
way tha t is  i s o la t e d  f r o m  o u r  d a i ly  w o rk  and f r o m  the s t r u g g le s  of v e t s .  O ur V ets 
L a y  a c t io n s  shou ld  s e r v e  to bu ild  the  s t r u g g le s  we a r e  inv o lv ed  in and m ove  th e se  
s t r u g g le s  to a h ig h e r  le v e l .  Vets D ay a ro u n d  the  c o u n t ry  shou ld  s p e a k  to the  n eed s  
of v e ts  - -  b o th  a s  p r e s e n te d  in  o u r  n a t io n a l  p r o g r a m ,  and  how tha t p r o g r a m  is  b e ­
ing im p le m e n te d  lo c a l ly  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  c a m p a ig n s ,  s t r u g g l e s ,  e tc .  Powe r fu l  
V ets  D ay a c t io n s  can  p lay  a n  im p o r t a n t  r o le  in b u i ld in g  a  f igh ting  v e ts  m o v e m e n t  
if they  a r e  a c t io n s  w hich  s p e a k  d i r e c t l y  to  w hat v e ts  a r e  s t ru g g l in g  a ro u n d .  So, 
l e t ' s  ge t  out t h e r e  and b u ild  the d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  d e e p e n  and s t r e n g th e n  o u r  w o rk  
am o n g  the m a s s e s  of v e t s ,  and co n tin u e  to b u ild  the v e ts  m o v e m e n t!

A L L  OUT F OR VETERA N S DAY! ! !

P o s t a l  W o rk e r s  S t r uggle C o n t in u e s

A t the l a s t  N5CM , we d e c id e d  to g ive  a l l  p o s s ib le  s u p p o r t  to b u ild in g  the 
s t r u g g le  of the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  w hose  c o n t r a c t  e x p i r e d  on Ju ly  20th . M o s t  c h a p te r s  
took up th a t  f igh t ,  e i t h e r  going to the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  w ith  l e a f l e t s ,  W INTER S O L ­
D IE R , o r  the  p a m p h le t  put ou t b y  the Good C o n t r a c t  C o m m it te e ,  o r  b y  going to 
the  N a t io n a l  G u a rd  and  R e s e r v e s  w ith  the VVAW/W SO n a t io n a l  l e a f le t .  M any  c h a p ­
t e r s  d id  b o th .

The P O  w o r k e r s  s t r u g g le  d id  no t end w ith  the s e l l - o u t  by  the union b o s s e s  
In W ash in g to n  j u s t  a f t e r  the  old c o n t r a c t  e x p i re d ;  in s te a d ,  i t  s h i f te d  to a  f igh t a -  
g a in s t  the  c o n t r a c t ,  and  a s t r u g g le  by the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  a g a in s t  r a t i f i c a t io n  of 
the  c o n t r a c t .  One of the  m a j o r  p a r t s  of the f ig h t  f o r  a  good c o n t r a c t  w as the  d e -
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m and  of the w o r k e r s  th a t  the n o - la y o f f  c l a u s e  in the old c o n t r a c t  b e  m a in ta in e d ,  
d e s p i t e  the a t t e m p t s  of the  P o s t a l  C o r p o r a t io n  to s a y  th a t  they  c o u ld n 't  s u rv iv e  
w ith  th a t  in the c o n t r a c t .  T h e r e  w as a v ic to r y  on th is ,  s in c e  the  union h a c k  b o s s ­
e s  knew the r a n k  and f i le  w ould  not s ta n d  fo r  th e m  g iv ing  in on th is  point. B u t 
th is  w as n o t any  s o r t  of to ta l  v ic to r y .  F i r s t ,  i t  s im p ly  r e t a in e d  w hat w as  a l r e a d y  
in the  c o n t r a c t  - - h e l d  g ro u n d , b a s i c a l l y  - -  and  s e c o n d ,  the P o s t a l  C o r p o r a t io n  
is  a l r e a d y  g e tt in g  r id  of up to 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w o r k e r s  a  y e a r  th ro u g h  no t h i r i n g  new 
w o r k e r s  to  r e p l a c e  th o se  who r e t i r e ,  a r e  f i r e d ,  o r  w h a te v e r .  B u t  the  w ag es  p a r t  
of the a g r e e m e n t  is  r id i c u lo u s ;  in an  eco n o m y  w h e re  in f la t io n  e a t s  up a t  l e a s t  
8-12%  p e r  y e a r  of the  p a y ch eck ,  w o r k e r s  got a  4% p e r  y e a r  r a i s e  o v e r  a  t h r e e -  
y e a r  p e r io d .  And th ro u g h  a p ro d u c t iv i ty  c l a u s e ,  new  sp eed u p  d e v ic e s  s u c h  a s  the 
K okom o P la n  (see  the l a s t  W IN TE R  SO L D IER ) w ill  be taken  to a r b i t r a t i o n  - -  th a t  
i s ,  a  b o a rd  w h ich  w i l l  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of the P o s t a l  C o rp o ra t io n .

W o r k e r s  a r e  f ig h ting  a g a in s t  the r a t i f i c a t io n .  And our ta s k  is to w o rk  w ith  
tha t  s t r u g g le .  The c o n t r a c t  w as s e n t  to the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  on the w eekend  of 
A u g u s t  9 th , and we c a n  be  s u r e  th a t  union h a c k s  a ro u n d  the c o u n t ry  a r e  push ing  
f o r  r a t i f i c a t io n .  If the c o n t r a c t  is  no t r a t i f i e d ,  then  a s t r i k e  is  a lm o s t  a  c e r t a in t y ,  
and  we m u s t  s u p p o r t  i t  - -  b o th  by g e tt in g  out to the w o r k e r s  and in c r e a s in g  o u r  
w o rk  w ith  the G u a rd  and  R e s e r v e s  w h ich  m a y  be  u sed  a s  s c a b s .

T he  fo llow ing  is a  r e p o r t  f r o m  the M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r  on th e i r  w o rk  d u r in g  
the f i r s t  p h a se  of the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  s t r u g g le ,  and  po in ts  out the need  fo r  us to 
h av e  a  c l e a r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the r o le  of VVAW /W SO in  the s t ru g g le  and  the a b i l ­
i ty  to m a k e  th a t  r o le  c l e a r  to o th e r  g ro u p s  we a r e  w o rk in g  w ith .

T he  M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO lin k ed  up w ith  the lo c a l  M ILW AUKEE 
W ORKER. T he  W ORKER w as  a s k e d  by  the N a t io n a l  C o m m it te e  of P o s t a l  W o rk e r s  
fo r  a  Good C o n t r a c t  to c o o r d in a te  the w o rk  and  to he lp  d ra w  M ilw au k ee  and  s u r ­
ro u n d in g  s u b u rb a n  P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  in to a c o m m i t t e e .  We c a l le d  fo r  a  m e e t in g  of 
VVAW/W SO and  the WORKER to d e e p e n  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  
s t r u g g le  and to f ig u r e  out a r a t io n a l  d iv is io n  of la b o r ,  so  a s  to b e s t  put o u r  r e s ­
o u rc e s  and  o r g a n iz a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in o r d e r  and  b u i ld  the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  
s t r u g g le .  One p r o b le m  th a t  a r o s e  a t  th is  m e e t in g  w as  tha t  the lo c a l  WORKER 
peop le  d id  not g r a s p  the  in d iv id u a l  ro le  th a t  VVAW/W SO as  a  v e ts  o rg a n iz a t io n  
h ad  to p lay  a t  the P o s t  O ffice . T h ey  saw  us m o r e  a s  j u s t  e x t r a  people  to be  u sed  
a s  l e a f l e t e r s  an d  p lay ing  the fu ll  p a r t  a s  the  o r g a n iz e r  of the R e s e r v e s  and  N a t io n ­
a l  G u a rd .  T h is  v iew  on th e i r  p a r t  ch an g ed  w hen VVAW/W SO peop le  w e re  c o n s i s t ­
e n t ly  a t  the P O  b u ild in g  the s t ru g g le  of the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s .

As a w ho le , the m a in  P O  and  10 s u b - s t a t i o n s  w e re  le a f le t te d  w ith  the n a t io n ­
a l  P O  w o r k e r  l e a f l e t  and  W IN TER SO LDIER w as a l s o  d i s t r ib u te d  a t  m an y  of th e se  
lo c a t io n s .  We m a d e  c o n ta c t  w ith  40 w o r k e r s .  A lthough  th e r e  w as n o t a  c o m m it te e  
f o r m e d ,  we v iew ed  th is  a s  a  s u c c e s s .  T he  r e a s o n  fo r  no t g e t t in g  a c o m m it te e  
s t a r t e d  w as  b a s i c a l l y  th a t  th e r e  is  no h i s to r y  of c o n ta c t  o.v ; ■ wi t h the  P O  
w o r k e r s  f r o m  e i t h e r  VVAW/WSO o r  the M ILW A U K EE W ORKER. T h e r e  w as  a l s o  
s o m e  c o n fu s io n  on fo llow ing  up c o n ta c ts  a s  to w h e th e r  VVAW/WSO shou ld  follow  
th e m  up o r  j u s t  l e t  the W ORKER do i t .
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C o n s is te n t ly  going  down the  P O  w ith  the s a m e  te a m s  of people  d id  a  lo t  
to w a rd  b u i ld in g  the un ity  and ga in ing  the c o n f id en ce  of the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s .  H ow ­
e v e r ,  th is  w il l  only  d e e p e n  th ro u g h  the p r o c e s s  of s t r u g g le .

N a t io n a l  G u a rd  and R e s e r v e  W ork

T h ro u g h  the u se  of the n a t io n a l  l e a f l e t  a ro u n d  the  P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  s t r u g g le ,  
m a n y  c h a p te r s  h av e  b e e n  ou t to G u a rd  and R e s e r v e  un its  d u r in g  the  p a s t  m on th . 
D u r in g  the NSCM , th e r e  w as  m u c h  u n in fo rm e d  d i s c u s s io n  on the  G u a rd  an d  R e s ­
e r v e s  un ti l  we f in a l ly  r e a c h e d  the  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  we n eed ed  m o r e  in v e s t ig a t io n .  
W hile  w o rk  s in c e  then  h a s  not b e e n  e x te n s iv e  in  m o s t  p la c e s ,  c h a p te r s  shou ld  be 
g e tt in g  a b e g in n in g  g r a s p  on the a n s w e r s  to  so m e  of the q u e s t io n s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  the  
NSCM (se e  the m in u te s  f r o m  the m e e t in g ) .  W hen th e s e  beg in n in g  s u m - u p s  a r e  
d o n e , they  sh o u ld  b e  s e n t  to the  NO. C h a p te r s  shou ld  a l s o  be  c o n s id e r in g  w h e th ­
e r  a  lo w -k e y  b u t  c o n s i s t e n t  c a m p a ig n  a ro u n d  the N a t io n a l  G u a rd  an d  R e s e r v e s  is  
so m e th in g  w h ich  sh o u ld  be  u n d e r ta k e n  ( le a f le t t in g  once  a m o n th  a t  m e e t in g s ,  fo r  
in s ta n c e ) .  T h e r e  w il l  b e  a  d i s c u s s io n  of o u r  w o rk  w ith  G u a rd  and R e s e r v e s  a t  
the NIC m e e t in g .

N a t io n a l  I n t e r i m  C o m m it te e  M ee tin g

A t the l a s t  NSCM , the o r g a n iz a t io n  ad o p ted  a new w o rk in g  p a p e r  w h ich  is  
now the b y - la w s  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n .  An im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f th is  w o rk in g  p a p e r  is 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  N a t io n a l  I n t e r i m  C o m m it te e  (NIC) - -  a  d e c i s io n - m a k in g  
body w hich  is  to m e e t  e v e r y  2 -3  m o n th s  b e tw e e n  N SC M s. T h is  body  is  to m a k e  
d e c i s io n s  w ith in  the o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m  an d  p o l ic ie s  s e t  b y  the N a t io n a l  S te e r in g  
C o m m it te e  and is  to p ro v id e  a m e a n s  by  w h ich  w e c an  b e t t e r  s u m  up w o rk ,  r e s ­
pond to ch an g in g  c o n d i t io n s ,  and f u r t h e r  m o v e  the w o rk  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n  a h ea d .

T h e  d e f in i te  p la ce  and  d a te  fo r  the u p co m in g  NIC m e e t in g  h a s  not ye t  b een  
s e t ,  b u t  w o rd  on th is  w il l  be  going ou t to a l l  c h a p te r s  w ith in  the n ex t few w e ek s .  
H o w ev e r ,  r e g io n s  shou ld  b e g in  d i s c u s s in g  the NIC m e e t in g  (which w ill  be  h e ld  in 
e i t h e r  la te  S e p te m b e r  o r  e a r l y  O c to b e r )  and  ch o o s in g  th e i r  NIC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  
A c c o rd in g  to the w o rk in g  p a p e r ,  e a c h  re g io n  h a s  two d e le g a te s  to the NIC w h ich  
a r e  to be  e le c te d  a t  r e g io n a l  m e e t in g s  fo r  a  t e r m  of s ix  m o n th s .  A t l e a s t  one p e r ­
so n  on r e g io n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  m u s t  b e  e le c te d  to s e r v e  b o th  on the r e g io n a l  and  n a ­
tio n a l  le v e l  (NIC, NSCM ). One of the NIC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fo r  the r e g io n  m u s t  be 
one of the d e le g a te s  to the NSCM in o r d e r  to p ro v id e  c o n t in u i ty  b e tw een  th o se  b o d ­
i e s .  Voting a t  the NIC m e e t in g  is  to be  h a n d led  the s a m e  w ay  a s  is  vo ting  a t  the  
NSCM.

T he  N a t io n a l  O ffice  h a s  begun  d i s c u s s in g  the u p co m in g  NIC m e e t in g  and  so m e  
of the th ings  w h ich  NIC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  sh o u ld  be  p r e p a r e d  to d i s c u s s .  As a t  the 
NSCM, one of the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th ings  we have  to do is  con tinue  to s u m - u p  the 
w o rk  of the  c h a p te r s  so  a s  to f u r t h e r  m ove  th is  w o rk  a h e a d .  T he  sec o n d  d r a f t  of 
the P r o g r a m  p a m p h le t  w il l  soon  be  s e n t  ou t to r e g io n s  an d  the d i s c u s s io n  a t  the
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NIC m e e t in g  shou ld  fo c u s  a ro u n d  th is  P r o g r a m  p a m p h le t  (as i t  d id  a t  the NSCM). 
O th e r  i t e m s  th a t  r e g io n s  shou ld  b e  th in k in g  a b o u t f o r  d i s c u s s io n  a t  the  NIC m e e t ­
ing a r e :  c h an g in g  the n a m e  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  w o rk  b e in g  done to b u ild  f o r  the 
n a t io n a l  a c t io n s  on V e te r a n s  D ay , s u m m a t io n  of w o rk  done a ro u n d  the s t ru g g le  of 
the P o s t a l  w o r k e r s  and  d i s c u s s io n  of w o rk  done  w ith  R e s e r v e s  and N a t io n a l  G u a rd  
a ro u n d  th is  s t r u g g le ,  p ro b le m s  of fund ing  the N a t io n a l  Office and  o r g a n iz a t io n  a s  
a  w ho le , an d  the B ic e n te n n ia l .  A ls o ,  a s  d e c id e d  a t  the NSCM, n o m in a t io n s  f o r  
N a t io n a l  O ffice  w il l  be  tak en  a t  the NIC m e e t in g  so  re g io n s  shou ld  be  th inking  ab o u t 
p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  f u tu r e  n a t io n a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s .  A te n ta t iv e  ag en d a  fo r  the  m e e t in g  
w ill  be s e n t  ou t in the fu tu r e  by  the h o s t  c h a p te r ,  b u t th e se  a r e  so m e  of the id eas  
we have  a l r e a d y  c o m e  up w ith  th a t  r e g io n s  sh o u ld  b eg in  d e a l in g  w ith  in  p r e p a r a t io n  
f o r  the  m e e t in g .

VVAW/W SO h a s  n e v e r  b e fo re  had  a  NIC, w h ich  is a  n a t io n a l  l e a d e r s h ip  body. 
B e c a u s e  of th is ,  t h e r e  sh o u ld  a l s o  be  so m e  d i s c u s s io n  of the p u rp o s e  an d  ta s k s  of 
the NIC a t  the  u p co m in g  m e e t in g .  H aving  a NIC shou ld  h e lp  us to m o re  th o ro u g h ly  
and  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t ly  s u m  up o u r  w o rk  on the  n a t io n a l  l e v e l  and  we n e ed  to  ge t a 
good h an d le  on how the  NIC c a n  b e s t  h e lp  VVAW/WSO con tin u e  to b u ild  the  f ig h t ­
ing v e t e r a n s  m o v e m e n t .

D is c h a r g e  U p g ra d in g  C e n t e r s  to be  E s t a b l i s h e d  A ro u n d  C o u n try

B eg in n in g  N o v e m b e r  1, 1975, the  m i l i t a r y  w il l  b e  e s ta b l i s h in g  D is c h a r g e  R e ­
view  B o a r d s  a t  v a r io u s  lo c a t io n s  a ro u n d  the  c o u n try .  S e p a r a te  a r e a s  h av e  b e en  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by the d i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s  ( s e e  be low ). T h e s e  c e n t e r s  w il l  d e a l  only 
w ith  d i s c h a r g e s  th a t  m u s t  go b e fo re  the  D is c h a r g e  R ev iew  B o a r d s .  T h e y  w ill  not 
f a c i l i t a t e  a p p e a ls  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  69 (an a p p e a l  p ro v is io n  f o r  c a se 3  no t re v ie w e d  u n ­
d e r  the C o u r t  of M i l i t a r y  R ev iew  - -  COMA). A d d it io n a l ly ,  they w ill  not b e 'x e g -  
io n a l iz in g  B o a r d s  f o r  C o r r e c t i o n  of M i l i t a r y  R e c o r d s  o r  be g iv ing  j u r i s  d ic t io n  f o r  
h ig h e r  a p p e a ls  in the  F e d e r a l  C o u r t  D i s t r i c t s  w h e re  the lo c a l  D R B s a r e  b e in g  e s ­
ta b l i s h e d .

T he  lo c a l  b o a r d s  a r e  b e in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  on a t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s  an d  w ill  be  d i s ­
c o n tin u ed  in a r e a s  w h e re  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a  s u b s ta n t i a l  c a s e  lo ad . The o f f ic e r s  that! 
w il l  m a k e  up the b o a r d s  w il l  b e  t r a v e l in g  a ro u n d  the c o u n t ry  and  h o ld ing  s e s s i o n s  
a t  the  c o n v e n ie n c e  of the m i l i t a r y  and  not the peop le  w ish in g  to have th e i r  d i s c h a r g ­
e s  u p g ra d e d .  Tb® m i l i t a r y  in fo r m a t io n  s e r v i c e  h a s  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  th a t  th e s e  a r e a s  1 
w h e r e  b o a r d s  a r e  b e in g  s e t  up a r e  no t p a r t  of a  " r e g io n a l iz a t io n "  p r o c e s s  a n d p e o -  
p le  who a r e  p r e s e n t ly  r e s id in g  o r  have  r e s i d e d  in any  of the lo c a t io n s  w h e re  b o a rd s  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  need  no t go to the b o a rd  in t h e i r  a r e a .  T h ey  c a n  go to a n y  of the 
lo c a t io n s  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s e r v i c e .

W hile  m o s t  c h a p te r s  a r e  no t p r a c t ic in g  D U P  p r o c e d u r e s ,  they c a n  r e f e r  p e o ­
p le  w ith  l e s s - t h a n - h o n o r  a b le  d i s c h a r g e s  to th e se  c e n t e r s .  P o l i t i c a l ly ,  the demand 
a ro u n d  "S ing le  T ype  D is c h a r g e  f o r  A ll V e ts"  can  now take  on add ed  s ig n i f ic a n c e  in 
a r e a s  w h e re  c h a p te r s  o r  r e g io n s  w ill  h av e  a  d i s c h a r g e  re v ie w  b o a rd  in th e i r  a r e a .  
T he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of th e se  lo c a t io n s  g iv e s  c h a p te r s  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to b r in g  the d e ­
m an d  ou t of the a b s t r a c t  an d  g ive  i t  r e a l  a p p l ic a t io n  in  the r e s p e c t iv e  c o m m u n i t ie s .
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A d d it io n a l  in fo r m a t io n  a s  to lo c a t io n ,  t im e  of e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and s c h e d u le s ,  
e t c ,  c a n  be  o b ta in ed  f r o m  the M i l i t a r y  In fo rm a t io n  O ff ice r  in  W ash in g to n , DC a t  
(202) 0 X 5 -0 6 2 5 .

The lo c a t io n  of the  b o a r d s  fo r  the  v a r io u s  s e r v i c e s  a r e :
AIR F O R C E A IlMY
St. L o u is ,  M is s o u r i F t .  B e n ja m in  H a r r i s o n ,  In d ian a
H o u sto n , T e x a s F t .  C a r s o n ,  C o lo ra d o
San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n ia P r e s i d i o ,  C a l i fo rn ia

NAVY (AND M ARINE C O R P S ) 
G r e a t  L a k e s  T r a in in g  C t r ,  I l l in o is  
New O r le a n s ,  L o u is ia n a  
T r e a s u r e  I s la n d ,  C a l i fo rn ia

VVAW/W SO R e s ig n s  f r o m  NCUUA

A fte r  hav in g  b e e n  in  the N a t io n a l  C o u n c i l  fo r  U n iv e r s a l  and  U nco n d it io n a l  A m ­
n e s ty  (NCUUA) s in c e  i t  w as founded  in M ay  of 1973, we r e s ig n e d  f r o m  the c o a l i t io n  
a t  the  l a t e s t  NSCM in Ju ly .  The NSC v o ted  to do so  on the r e c o m m e n d a t io n  and 
p ro p o s a l  of the N a t io n a l  O ffice .

E n c lo s e d  w ith  th is  n e w s le t t e r  is  a  copy  of the l e t t e r  th a t  w as w r i t t e n  to NCUUA 
ab o u t o u r  r e s ig n a t io n .  We fe e l  th a t  the  l e t t e r  h i ts  on the m a in  po in ts  f o r  w i th d ra w ­
ing f r o m  the c o a l i t io n .  The s t ru g g le  to w in a  u n iv e r s a l  and  u n co n d it io n a l  a m n e s ty  
is an  im p o r ta n t  one. W~e no lo n g e r  fe e l  th a t  NCUUA is  c a p a b le  of le a d in g  th a t  s t r u g ­
gle a s  i t  h a s  a l l  too o f ten  tak en  the  r e f o r m i s t  ro a d  in i t s  a p p r o a c h  to a m n e s ty  w o rk . 
E v e n  a f t e r  we h a v e  s t r u g g le d  w ith in  the c o a l i t io n ,  i ts  n a t io n a l  o ff ice  h a s  no t put in ­
to p r a c t i c e  the d e c i s io n s  th a t  we ad o p ted  a t  the c o a l i t io n  S te e r in g  C o m m it te e .  T h is  
d o es  no t s e r v e  the  i n t e r e s t s  pf th o se  in need  of a m n e s ty .  To  co n tin u e  to r e m a in  in 
the c o a l i t io n  would in e f fe c t  lend  o u r  s u p p o r t  to the r e f o r m i s t  p o l i t ic s  put fo r w a rd  
w ith in  the c o a l i t io n .  We can n o t  r e ly  on C o n g r e s s  to win a m n e s ty ,  b u t  we m u s t  r e ly  
on the m a s s e s  of p eop le .

We s e e  th a t  the c h a p te r s  w ill  and  c a n  w o rk  f o r  a  u n iv e r s a l  and un co n d it io n a l  
a m n e s ty  by  re ly in g  on the m a s s e s  of v e t e r a n s  and b y  w o rk in g  w ith  lo c a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  
As the  t h r e a t  of a  new , i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  c o n t in u e s  to g ro w , the e s s e n c e  o f the a m ­
n e s ty  s t r u g g le  ta k e s  d e e p e r  r o o ts  in the m a s s  s t r u g g le .  We a l s o  s e e  th a t  a s  the v e ts  
s t r u g g le  g ro w s  and a s  we w age a b a t t l e  fo r  a  s in g le - ty p e  d i s c h a r g e ,  a g a in ,  we c an  
r a i s e  the d e m a n d  of UUA fo r  A ll W ar R e s i s t e r s .

We h av e  c o m m u n ic a te d  w ith  s e v e r a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  of e x i le s  in C an ad a  and in 
E u r o p e  ab o u t o u r  r e s ig n a t io n  f r o m  the c o a l i t io n .  W hile  so m e  of the e x i le s  a g r e e  
th a t  to r e m a in  in the  c o a l i t io n  is  fu t i le ,  o th e r s  th in k  th a t  w hile  the c o a l i t io n  puts  
fo r w a r d  b a n k r u p t  p o l i t i c s ,  we shou ld  h a v e  s ta y e d  in  i t  and  co n tin u e  to s t r u g g le .  We 
w ill  co n tin u e  to s t ru g g le  w ith  th o se  who f e e l  we have  m ad e  an  e r r o r  by  po in ting  out 
th a t  o u r  m a in  t a s k  is  to un ite  w ith  the m a s s  s t r u g g le  - -  not ta i l  b eh ind  r e f o r m i s t  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  who h a v e  c o n s c io u s ly  s u b v e r te d  the m o v e m e n t  f o r  a  to ta l  a m n e s ty .
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^ R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S  ***

U p -D a te  on W o rk  in C h icag o

As r e p o r t e d  in the l a s t  n a t io n a l  n e w s le t t e r  (#37), the C h icag o  c h a p te r  h a s  b e en  
w o rk in g  a ro u n d  the c a s e  of Jo e  B la n c o  in f igh ting  to s e e  th a t  he g e ts  100% d is a b i l i ty .  
S ince  th a t  n e w s le t t e r ,  the  c a m p a ig n  h a s  b e en  m oving  f o r w a r d ,  b e c o m in g  b r o a d e r  
in sco p e  and  u n it in g  m o r e  and m o re  w ith  the m a s s e s  of v e t s .  T h is  r e p o r t  is  j u s t  
a  b r i e f  upda te  on w h a t is  h ap p en in g  now.

A t f i r s t ,  w hen we took  J o e ' s  c a s e  out to the  GED sc h o o l  he  a t te n d e d  and  som e 
o th e r  GED c l a s s e s ,  we m a d e  the e r r o r  of not un it ing  w ith  the  d a y - to - d a y  o p p re s s io n  
th a t  the  v e ts  a t  th e s e  c l a s s e s  w e r e  fa c in g .  T h a t  i s ,  m a n y  (if not a l l)  of the v e ts  a t  
th e s e  s c h o o ls  have  no t b e e n  g e t t in g  th e i r  VA c h e c k s  on t im e  - -  s o m e t im e s  a s  la te  
a s  6 o r  7 m o n th s .  T h ey  a r e  m ad  a b o u t  th is  and  w an t to f ig h t  b a c k ,  b u t  we m ad e  the 
e r r o r  of t ry in g  to pu ll th e m  in to  the Jo e  B la n co  c a m p a ig n  w ithou t unfolding tha t 
c a m p a ig n  f r o m  the q u e s t io n  of th e i r  l a te  c h e c k s .

We have  now c o r r e c t e d  th is  e r r o r  an d  h a v e  s t a r t e d  going out to the GED c l a s s ­
e s  th a t  e x i s t  a l l  o v e r  the c i ty  and  a r e  r a i s in g  the d e m a n d  of WE WANT OUR CHECKS 
NOW! A t the  s a m e  t im e ,  we a r e  unfo ld ing  the w o rk  a ro u n d  Joe  B la n co  f r o m  the 
q u e s t io n  of la te  c h e c k s ,  and then  b r in g in g  ou t the d e m a n d  fo r  D E C E N T  B E N E F IT S  
and  the c r i s i s  of the  s y s te m .

In o r d e r  to fo cu s  the c a m p a ig n  e v e n  m o r e ,  we d ev e lo p ed  a p e ti t io n  th a t  h a s  
th r e e  d e m a n d s  on i t  - -  100% DISABILITY FO R  JO E  BLA N C O , WE WANT OUR 
CHECKS NOW, and  D E C E N T  B E N E F IT S  FO R  A L L  VETS. In s te a d  of s e e in g  the 
p e t i t io n  a s  an  end in  i t s e l f ,  we s e e  it a s  a tool fo r  b u ild in g  the s t r u g g le ,  b r in g i n g 1 ; 
the  d e m a n d s  out to the  m a s s e s  of v e ts  and w inn ing  th e i r  s u p p o r t  fo r  the c am p a ig n .
We use  th is  p e t i t io n  a t  the VA, w hich  we t r y  to be a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  a t  l e a s t  3 
t im e s  a w eek , and  we a l s o  u se  the  p e t i t io n  w hen we go to the GED s c h o o ls .

T he  p e t i t io n  h a s  r e a l l y  h e lp ed  m ove  o u r  w o rk  f o r w a rd ,  p ro v id in g  a c o n c r e te  
too l th a t  we can  use  in ad d it io n  to tak ing  out W INTER SO LDIER an d  a  l e a f le t  e x p la in ­
ing w ha t we a r e  do ing . We have  not ye t s u m m e d  up the c a m p a ig n 's  use  of the  p e t i ­
tion  and  how to m ove off of it a t  th is  t im e .  H o w ev e r ,  we can  s ee  in the c o m in g  
m o n th s  th a t  m o re  m i l i t a n t  a c t io n s  w il l  take  p lace  to put the h e a t  on the  VA.

A lre a d y ,  b e c a u s e  of the p r e s s u r e  we h av e  p laced  on the VA, Jo e  h a s  b e en  
c a l le d  by one of the lo c a l  h a c k s  t ry in g  to s w e e t - t a lk  h im  - -  not p ro m is in g  h im  100% 
d is a b i l i ty ,  b u t  s a y in g  they w ould g e t  h im  to a  good d o c to r .  We s e e  th is  a s  a s m a l l  
v ic to ry  b e c a u s e  i t  sh o w s  th a t  the VA is s c a r e d  and th a t  we have  p la ce d  th e m  on 
the  d e fe n s iv e .

T h is  r e p o r t  is  b r i e f  and m a n y  a s p e c t s  of o u r  w o rk  and the c a m p a ig n  have  
b e e n  le f t  out. We hope to ge t to g e th e r  a b e t t e r  and m o re  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s u m m a t io n  
fo r  the u p co m in g  NIC m e e t in g .  We th in k  i t  w ould h e lp  us and  a l l  the o th e r  c h a p te r s  
if people  c o m e  to the NIC m e e t in g  w ith  w r i t t e n  s u m m a t io n s  of w ork .
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M ilw au k ee  C h a p te r  L a b o r  D ay  M a r c h  amd P ic n ic

M ilw au k ee  VVAW/WSO, a long  w ith  o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in the c i ty ,  a r e  b u i ld ­
ing fo r  a M a r c h  on L a b o r  D^y. A b e n e f i t  d in n e r  w ith  f i lm s  and th e a t e r ,  sch e d u le d  
fo r  A u g u s t  17th, w il l  b o th  r a i s e  m o n ey  fo r  the c h a p te r  and  bu ild  fo r  the L a b o r  D ay  
a c t io n s .  U n d e r  the s lo g a n s  " Jo b s  o r  In co m e  Now" and  " V ic to ry  to the M e a tc u t t e r s ,  " 
the m a r c h  w ill  co n tin u e  to bu ild  unity  w ith  L o c a l  248 of the M e a tc u t t e r s ,  w hose  
750 m e m b e r s  have  b e e n  on s t r i k e  (see  the A p r i l - M a y  W INTER SOLDIER) and who 
a r e  u n d e r  a t t a c k  by  b ig  b u s in e s s  (even  the VA h a s  g o tten  into the a c t  by t ry in g  to 
h e r d  s c a b s  in to he lp  b r e a k  the s t r i k e ) .  The L a b o r  D ay  e v e n ts  w ill  take  p lace  on 
S e p te m b e r  1 s t  and  o th e r  c h a p te r s  of VVAW/W SO a r e  in v ited  to a t te n d  th is  ev en t  
w h ich  the M ilw aukee  c h a p te r  has  h e lp ed  to bu ild  fo r  the  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .

W o rk  w ith  M eth ad o n e  P a t i e n t s  in New Y o rk  C ity

T he  fo llow ing  is  tak en  f r o m  the New Y o rk  C ity  c h a p te r  n e w s le t t e r  and is  a 
ru n -d o w n  on the c h a p t e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w ith  a  g ro u p  of m e th a d o n e  p a t ie n ts  who a r e  
s t ru g g l in g  a g a in s t  the m e th a d o n e  p r o g r a m  a t  the F t .  H a m il to n  VA h o s p i ta l  in NYC. 
T h is  a r t i c l e  is  not a  d e ta i le d  a n a ly s i s  of the w o rk  of the  c h a p te r ,  b u t  is  a  r u n ­
down of the s t r u g g le  and a c t i v i t i e s  VVAW/W SO ha-s been  invo lved  in. A s u m m a tio n  
of the w o rk  of the c h a p te r  a ro u n d  the m e th a d o n e  s t ru g g le  w ill  be  co m in g  ou t l a t e r .

"W ith in  the p a s t  m o n th s  o p p r e s s iv e  co n d i t io n s  a t  the F t .  H am ilto n  VA H o s p i ­
ta l  m e th ad o n e  c l in ic  gave b i r t h  to V E T PA C  ( V e te r a n - P a t i e n t  A d v iso ry  C o m m it te e ) .  
V E T PA C  is  a  g ro u p  of V ie tn am  v e t e r a n s  c a u g h t  up in the d ru g  p lague  who fe e l  and  
know the need  to d e fen d  th e m s e lv e s  a g a in s t  the a b u s iv e  and  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  
a t  the  F t .  H a m il to n  VA H o sp i ta l .

" M o s t  of the v e t e r a n s  on the  p r o g r a m  w an t to g e t  off d r u g s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  
m e th a d o n e ,  w hich  is f a r  m o r e  a d d ic t in g  than  h e r o in  and  has  m a n y  s e r io u s  s id e  e f ­
f e c t s .  T h e y  a l s o  w an t so m e  c o n t ro l  o v e r  the p r o g r a m  they a r e  invo lved  in and they 
a r e  f igh ting  the co n d i t io n s  and t r e a t m e n t  (o r la c k  of it) of p a t ie n ts  in the h o s p i ta l .
One of th e i r  m a jo r  d e m a n d s  is the d i s m i s s a l  of the d o c to r  who ru n s  the c l in ic .  N u m ­
e ro u s  s t a t e m e n t s  of m a lp r a c t i c e  have  b e e n  s ig n e d  by  p a t ie n ts  a g a in s t  th is  d o c to r .
And d u r in g  the l a s t  few m o n th s ,  f ive  p a t ie n ts  on the p r o g r a m  have d ied .

" V E T P A C 's  f i r s t  d e m o n s t r a t io n  w as held  on June  13th in f r o n t  of the h o sp i ta l ,  
and r a i s e d  d e m a n d s  to f i r e  the h ead  d o c to r ,  end d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  c l in ic  p a t ­
ie n ts  a t  the h o s p i ta l ,  and in s t i tu te  c h an g e s  in the p r o g r a m  so  tha t  people  c an  be 
r e h a b i l i t a te d  th e r e  - -  not j u s t  s t r u n g  ou t on a n o th e r  d ru g  w hile  the VA o f fe rs  th e m  
a pool tab le  in s te a d  of h e lp  in g e tt in g  a job . A ro u n d  75 v e ts  f r o m  the p r o g r a m  took 
p a r t  in  the d e m o .

T he  V A 's  r e s p o n s e  w as to r e t a l i a t e  by fo r c in g  4 v e ts  onto a d m in i s t r a t iv e  de to x  
who had  tak en  p a r t  in the d e m o . T h is  m e a n s  they  a r e  th row n  off the p r o g r a m  w ith 
only  21 d a y s  to d e to x ,  w h ich  is no t enough  and can  be d a n g e ro u s  to the v e ts  v e r y  l ife .
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" T h is  d id n ’t s to p  the  V E T P A C  b r o t h e r s  in th e i r  f ig h t  a g a in s t  the VA. T h ese  
b r o t h e r s  a r e  f ig h t in g  fo r  d e c e n t  b e n e f i t s  l ike  VVAW/WSO and  w o r k e r s  e v e r y w h e re .  
T hey  d e m an d  to know how th e r e  c a n  be  d e a th s  on the p r o g r a m  when peop le  a r e  s u p ­
p o sed ly  u n d e r  m e d ic a l  c a r e .  T h ey  d e m a n d  to know the d o s a g e  they  a r e  g e tt in g  and 
why a c u p u n c tu re )  w h ich  v e ts  have  found v e r y  good, i s n ' t  u sed  fo r  de tox .

" J u n e  27 th , V E T PA C  h e ld  a s e c o n d  d e m o  w ith  the m a in  fo cu s  of an end to r e ­
p r i s a l s  arid to  a i l  d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  c l in ic  p a t ie n ts  in the  h o s p i ta l .  VVAW/WSO 
w as  th e re  and  th a t  w eek  h e lp ed  in fo r m  o th e r  v e ts  th ro u g h o u t  the  c i ty  abou t the s t r u g ­
gle in B ro o k ly n .

" T h e r e  have  b e e n  s e v e r a l  m e e t in g s  b e tw e e n  V E T P A C  and h o s p i ta l  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t o r s ,  and the b u r e a u c r a t s  a r e  o b v io u s ly  g e tt in g  s c a r e d .  T he VA head  in W a s h in g ­
ton, R o u d eb u sh , s e n t  V E T PA C  a l e t t e r  c la im in g  he  is  " in v e s t ig a t in g "  the  s i tu a t io n .  
T h is ,  and  a l l  the p e t ty  r e t a l i a t i o n  by the  VA h a c k s ,  show s they a r e  ru n n in g  s c a r e d  
due to the g ro w in g  a n g e r ,  s t r e n g th  and unity  of the b r o t h e r s  in B ro o k ly n .

"T h e  m a in  i s s u e s  r ig h t  now a r e  the 2 1 -d a y  d e to x , w h ich  the  VA is  u s in g  to 
th r e a te n  and  p u n ish  v e t s ,  and  d i s c r im in a t io n  by the h o s p i ta l ,  w hich  is  cu tt in g  off 
m o re  an d  m o r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  the  s t r u g g le  is g ro w in g . V E T P A C  h a s  r e fu s e d  to n e ­
g o tia te  u n ti l  th e se  d e m a n d s  a r e  m e t .  "

*** N A T I O N A L  O F F I C E  R E P O R T S  ***

U p -D a te  on the  F a c t io n

A ll c h a p te r s  sh o u ld  know (and take  joy  in the fac t)  tha t  we e x p e l le d  the s o -  
c a l le d  " A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s t  C a u c u s "  o r  f a c t io n  a t  the l a s t  NSCM, T he  d e ta i l s  of th is  
e x p u ls io n  a r e  c o n ta in e d  in  the m in u te s  f r o m  the NSCM. T he e x p u ls io n  w as  a n e c ­
e s s a r y  and im p o r ta n t  s te p  fo r  VVAW/W SO to take  and we a r e  now r id  of th o se  f o r ­
c e s  who w e re  t ry in g  to hold b a c k  the w o rk  of the o rg a n iz a t io n  and o b s t r u c t  the i m ­
p le m e n ta t io n  of the  n a t io n a l  p r o g r a m .  S ince  the e x p u ls io n  of th is  fa c t io n ,  we have  
r e c e iv e d  a  r e p o r t  th a t  a t  l e a s t  in O ak land , the  e x - c h a p t e r  is  co n tin u in g  to w o rk  
u n d e r  the n a m e  of "V V A W /W S O ."  T h is  e x - c h a p t e r  is w o rk in g  a t  the VA and has  
ev en  tak en  up the c a s e  of a  C h ican o  v e t  who is  b e in g  s c r e w e d  a ro u n d  by the VA. 
T h e s e  o p p o r tu n is t s  w ould  have  noth ing  to do w ith  the  s t r u g g le s  of v e ts  p r io r  to 
th e i r  e x p u ls io n  and  they  r e f u s e d  to w o rk  a ro u n d  the p r o g r a m  of the  n a t io n a l  o r g a n ­
iz a t io n .  I t  now a p p e a r s  th a t  in t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to " p ro v e "  they a r e  the " r e a l  VVAW/ 
WSO, " they  a r e  going to p re te n d  to b e  un it ing  w ith  the r ig h te o u s  s t r u g g le s  the 
m a s s e s  of v e ts  a r e  w aging .

T he  N a tio n a l  Office is  t ry in g  to g e t  m o r e  in fo rm a t io n  on the c u r r e n t  a c t i v i ­
t ie s  of the ex -V V A W /W S O  c h a p te r s .  If c h a p te r s  h e a r  an y th in g  ab o u t w hat the  e x ­
fa c t io n  is  up to, l e t  the N a t io n a l  Office know im m e d ia te ly .



P a g e  10

N a t io n a l  C o o rd in a to r  in. J a p a n  fo r  A&H B om b C o n fe re n c e

B il l  D av is  of the N a t io n a l  Office le f t  f o r  J a p a n  a t  the end of Ju ly  to a t te n d  
the 2 1 s t  C o n fe re n c e  A g a in s t  A & H B o m b s .  VVAW/WSO re c e iv e d  a s c h o lo r s h ip  
to sen d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to th is  c o n fe re n c e  w hich  w as o rg a n iz e d  by G ensu ikyo , 
an  o rg a n iz a t io n  in J a p a n  s t ru g g l in g  a g a in s t  n u c le a r  w eap o n s .  VVAW/WSO m e m ­
b e r s  h av e  a t te n d e d  th is  c o n fe re n c e  in p a s t  y e a r s  - - a  c o n fe re n c e  in c lu d in g  d i s c u s ­
s io n s  of the u se  of n u c le a r  w eapons  and  b r in g in g  p e ac e  to the w o r ld .  A lso ,  c e r e ­
m o n ie s  and  m a s s  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  c o m m e m o r a t in g  the d e a th s  th a t  o c c u r r e d  in 
H i r o s h im a  and  N a g a s a k i  a r e  h e ld  in th e se  two c i t i e s .  T h is  c o n fe re n c e  is  a t t e n d ­
ed by d e le g a te s  f r o m  a ro u n d  the w o r ld ,  in c lud ing  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  V ie tn am , 
K o re a ,  A f r i c a ,  e tc ,  and  th is  t r i p  p ro v id e d  VVAW/WSO to once ag a in  m e e t  w ith  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s .  B i l l  shou ld  be b a c k  in C h icag o  by  the 
w eekend  of A u g u s t  16th, and a r e p o r t  on h is  t r i p  w ill  be  in c lu d ed  in the n ex t n e w s ­
l e t t e r .

W edding  A n n o u n cem en t

The N a tio n a l  C o l le c t iv e  is  hap p y  to announce  the w edding  of two of o u r  c o l ­
le c t iv e  m e m b e r s ,  M a r la  W atson  and S am  S c h o r r .  T he  w edding  w ill  take  p la ce  on 
A u g u s t  24 th  in K a n sa s  C ity .  S am  and  M a r la  shou ld  be  b a c k  in C h icag o  s o m e t im e  
a ro u n d  the 1 s t  of S e p te m b e r .


