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General Information
VA G oes B ro k e

W ith i t ' s  b u d g e t o f on ly  $15 b ill io n , th e  VA c a n ' t  m a k e  ends m e e t . A s of June  
1 s t, th §  VA s ta r t e d  b o rro w in g  f ro m  its  p en s io n  funds to  pay so m e  of the  v e ts  going to 
sch o o l u n d e r  the  GI B ill (a p p a re n tly  900, 000 ou t of 1. 4 m ill io n  w e re  paid ; how th e
d e c is io n  w as m a d e  who to  pay and  who co u ld  s ta r v e  i s n ' t  c le a r ) .

*

$425 m ill io n  h a s  b een  a p p ro p r ia te d  fo r  th e  VA to  s u rv iv e  u n til  the  end of the  
f i s c a l  y e a r  (June  30); b u t it is  p a r t  of a l a r g e  s u p p le m e n ta l a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l ,  and 
th a t b i l l  is  t ie d  up  w h ile  the  H ouse  and  the S e n a te  d e b a te  one s m a ll  s e c tio n  of the 
b i l l  (m oney  fo r  im p ro v in g  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k - - t h e  H o u se  sa y s  i t ' s  w o rth  $5 m ill io n  w hile  
th e  S en a te  w an ts  to  sp en d  $175 m illio n ) . U ntil th e  H ouse and S en a te  a g re e  on th a t 
s e c t io n , the  w h o le  s u p p le m e n ta l  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  is  b e in g  h e ld  up  and  can n o t be 
s e n t on to  th e  W hite H ouse  to  b e c o m e  law . In o th e r  w o rd s , v e ts  can  s ta r v e  w h ile  th e  
C o n g re s s  d id d le s  a ro u n d .

A s of Ju n e  9 th , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  C o m m itte e  of th e  S e n a te , no 
m o re  VA c h e c k s  w ould  be  p a id  u n til  th e  b i l l  is  p a s s e d . T he C o m m itte e  o ffice  sa id  
th e y  hoped  th e  b i l l  w ould  be on th e  P r e s id e n ts  d e s k  by F r id a y ,  Ju n e  13; w h e th e r 
th is  h ap p en s  r e m a in s  to  be seen .

F o r  VVAW /W SO th is  is  a good t im e  to  do so m e  a g ita tio n  a ro u n d  c o lle g e  c a m ­
p u s e s ;  the  GI B ill  a t th is  p o in t is  d e s ig n e d  so th a t it c an  ju s t  abou t l a s t  th e  m o n th  
(w ith  enough s c r im p in g ) . W hen the  c h ec k s  su d d en ly  s to p , v e ts  a r e  in  t ro u b le . In 
M ilw au k ee , the  c h a p te r  is  ta lk in g  w ith  one  in d iv id u a l who h a s , fo r  so m e  t im e , b een  
p lan n in g  to  g e t m a r r i e d  r ig h t a f te r  sc h o o l, b a s e d  on  GI B ill c h e c k s - - p la n s  w ill  have  
to  ch an g e . T he p o in t is  th a t th is  n e w e s t VA re d  ta p e  b lu n d e r  is  going to  have  a w hole 
lo t  o f e ffe c t on a la r g e  n u m b e r  of in d iv id u a ls , an d  can  be u se d  to  po in t out the  t ru e  
n a tu re  of th e  VA, J a m m in g  v e t re p s  on c a m p u s e s  is  one p o s s ib le  ta c t ic ;  c h a p te r s  
who find  o th e r  good w ay s  to  w o rk  a ro u n d  th is  n e w e s t i s s u e  shou ld  le t  th e  NO (enow 
ab o u t i t  so w e can  p a s s  th e  w o rd  a long .
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In w o rk  a ro u n d  th is  i s s u e  w e n e e d  to  be  c a r e f u l  to  avo id  p o in tin g  a t  the  VA w o rk e rs  
th e m s e lv e s  a s  an e n e m y - -a p p a re n t ly  th e  VA d e f ic i t  d o e s n 't  y e t  a f fe c t  th e  w o r k e r s  (though 
we n e e d  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  abou t th a t) ,  b u t th e  r e a l  po in t is  th a t  th e  s y s te m  (a s  r e p r e s e n te d  
by  th e  VA an d , in th is  c a s e ,  by th e  h a s s l in g  in  C o n g re s s )  can n o t m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f the  
p eo p le . To t ie  in  v e ts  w ith  o th e r  p o r tio n s  o f th e  p o p u la tio n , c h a p te r s  sh o u ld  n o te  th a t 
p a r t  of th e  s a m e  su p p le m e n ta l  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  c o v e r s  fund ing  fo r  th e  food s ta m p  ; 

p ro g r a m - - w h ic h  is  a lso  in  tro u b le  u n til th e  b i l l  is  p a s s e d . CONGRESS BICK ERS 
W HILE TH E P E O P L E  ST A R V E ! ! !

P o s ta l  W o rk e rs  F ig h t f o r  a  Good C o n tra c t--V V A W /W S O  h a s  Im p o r ta n t  R o le  to  P la y

In  the J u n e /J u ly  is s u e  of W INTER SO L D IER , th e re  is  an  a r t i c l e  on the P o s ta l  
w o rk e rs  f ig h t fo r  a  good c o n tr a c t  in  1975. T he s t ru g g le  of the  P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  m ay  
be one of the m a jo r  w o rk in g  c la s s  s t ru g g le s  of th is  y e a r ,  w ith  th e ir  c o n tr a c t  b e in g  
th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  in d u s try -w id e  c o n tr a c t  of 1975. F o r d  h a s  c a lle d  the P o s ta l  w o rk ­
e r s  c o n t r a c t  the  " p a c e s e t t e r ” fo r  the  y e a r ,  m e an in g  th a t  the P o s t  O ffice , g o v e rn m e n t 
and e n t i r e  ru lin g  c la s s  is  try in g  to  hold  the P o s ta l  w o rk e r s  to no m o re  than  a 5% w age 
in c r e a s e  - -  h o p in g  th a t by  do ing  th is ,  o th e r  in d u s t r ie s  w ill no t s u r p a s s  the 5% in* 
c r e a s e .  W hat th is  w ill  m e a n  fo r  a l l  c o n tr a c t  s t ru g g le s  is  th a t the ru lin g  c la s s  w ill 
be  try in g  its  d a m n d e s t  to d r iv e  r e a l  w ages lo w e r and  lo w e r in  an  e f fo r t  to  t ry  to pull 
th e m s e lv e s  out of th e ir  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s .  B u t r a n k - a n d - f i l e  P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  a l l  o v e r 
the  c o u n try  a r e  sa y in g  "’No d e a l” and  a r e  o rg a n iz in g  to  f ig h t fo r  a  good c o n tr a c t .  The 
a r t i c l e  in  WS la y s  out the m a in  r e a s o n s  a s  to  w hy th is  s tru g g le  is  so  c r u c ia l  fo r  the 
w hole w o rk in g  c l a s s ,  and the s p e c if ic  d e m a n d s  th a t the P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  a r e  r a is in g .

VVAW /W SO h a s  a  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  ro le  to  p lay  in  the u p -c o m in g  c o n tr a c t  s t r u g ­
g le and p o s s ib le  s t r ik e  (if th a t is the only  w ay a good c o n tr a c t  c an  be  w on). T h e re  
a r e  th o u san d s  of v e ts  em p lo y ed  by  the P o s t  O ffice ; in fa c t ,  th e re  is p ro b a b ly  a  h ig h ­
e r  c o n c e n tra t io n  of v e te r a n s  in  th e  P o s t  O ffice  than  in  any  o th e r  in d u s try . T he P o s t  
O ffice and ru lin g  c la s s  h a s  a lr e a d y  begun  try in g  to d iv id e  v e ts  f ro m  o th e r  w o rk e rs  
by  s ta t in g  th a t if  and  w hen lay o ffs  c o m e , v e ts  w ill be  the l a s t  to be a f fe c te d . ' S ince  
y e ts  c o m p r is e  su c h  a h ig h  n u m b e r  of P o s ta l  w o r k e r s ,  th is  kind of ta c t ic  c an  d a n g e r ­
o u s ly  s p l i t  the  ra n k s  of the P o s ta l  w o r k e r s , O ur ta s k  is  to  h e lp  m ak e  s u re  th a t th e se  
k inds of "d iv id e  and  r u l e ” ta c t ic s  a r e  no t s u c c e s s fu l .  We have a s p e c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l ­
ity  to  r e a c h  out to  v e ts  w o rk in g  in  the P o s t  O ffice  and  to b u ild  u n ity  b e tw ee n  a l l  P o s t ­
a l w o rk e r s .

T he a r t i c l e  in  WS is  s p e c if ic a l ly  d e s ig n e d  to b u ild  the s tru g g le  of the  P o s ta l  
w o rk e r s ,  and  is p a r t i c u la r ly  d i r e c te d  to w a rd s  v e te r a n s .  C h a p te rs  shou ld  be out a t 
the P o s t  O ffice  on a r e g u la r  b a s is  w ith  the n e w sp a p e r , p a r t ic u la r ly  lo o k in g  f o r  la rg e  
a n n e x e s  and  P o s t  O ffice  c e n te r s ,  though w o rk  c an  be done a t  an y  P o s t  O ffice in s ta l -



la t io n . I t w ill be n e c e s s a r y  to find  out the sc h e d u le s  and  sh if ts  of the w o rk e rs  so  a s  
to  be a t  the P . O. 's  a t  a tim e  w hen we can  m e e t w ith  the m o s t w o rk e r s .  L e a f le ts  c an  
a ls o  be  tak en  to  the P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  w hich  n o t on ly  sp e a k  to the  c o n tr a c t  f ig h t, b u t to 
o th e r  s t ru g g le s  the  o rg a n iz a tio n  is  in vo lved  in  lo c a l ly . W h ere  c h a p te r s  have b e en  
w o rk in g  w ith  P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  (su ch  a s  in New J e r s e y ) ,  m any  of th e se  v e ts  h av e  b een  
b ro u g h t in to  the o rg a n iz a tio n .

To f u r th e r  b u ild  the un ity  and s t ru g g le  of the P o s ta l  w o rk e r s ,  c h a p te r s  sho u ld  
- lik e  up w ith  lo c a l  c o m m itte e s  of P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  th a t a r e  b e in g  fo rm e d  to fig h t fo r  a 

good c o n tr a c t .  If lo c a l  c o m m itte e s  do not e x is t ,  th en  c h a p te r s  shou ld  c h e c k  out the 
p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  h e lp in g  to  b u ild  su c h  c o m m itte e s  - - th o u g h  th is  kind of w o rk  w ill 
have  to be  c o o rd in a te d  w ith  the N a tio n a l P o s ta l  W o rk e rs  fo r  a Good C o n tra c t  C o m ­
m itte e , T h is  n a tio n a l c o m m itte e  h a s  e a s t  and w e s t c o a s t  a d d r e s s e s :

129 W. 22nd St. 9 th  F lo o r  and  P . O. B ox 5476
New Y o rk , New Y o rk  10011 O ak land , C a l ifo rn ia  94605
(212) 2 4 3 -7 8 1 9

In the e v e n t th a t the P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  do  go on s t r ik e ,  V VAW /W SO’s r e s p o n s ib i l ­
i t ie s  w ill be e v en  g r e a t e r .  In  the 1970 P o s ta l  s t r ik e ,  the N a tio n a l G u a rd  w as c a lle d  
out to be s c a b s  in  an  e f fo r t  to b re a k  the s t r ik e .  The u p -c o m in g  is s u e  of GI NEWS 
w ill c o n ta in  an  a r t i c l e  on the s t ru g g le  of the P o s ta l  w o rk e r s ,  d i r e c te d  s p e c if ic a l ly  
a t  GIs and G u a rd sm e n , If the G u ard  is  c a lle d  ou t, we w ill have  a la rg e  ro le  in  the  
ta s k  of u n itin g  w ith  the G u a rd sm e n , h e lp in g  th em  to  s e e  th a t i t  is  no t in th e ir  i n t e r ­
e s t s  to  b r e a k  the  s t r ik e .  If c h a p te r s  a r e  a w a re  of the  u n its  th a t m ig h t be  c a l le d  u p ­
on to a c t  a s  s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s ,  w o rk  sh o u ld  b e g in  w ith  G u a rd sm e n  im m e d ia te ly  to 
b u ild  un ity  b e tw ee n  the  P o s ta l  w o rk e rs  and G Is.

We m u s t  h e lp  b u ild  the un ity  of a ll  P o s ta l  w o r k e r s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  d ir e c t in g  oirr 
w o rk  to w a rd s  v e te r a n s  em p lo y ed  by the P o s t  O ffice . The s tru g g le  of the  r a n k -a n d -  
f ile  w o rk e rs  is  b u ild in g  and  VVAW /W SO h as  a  c r u c ia l  ro le  to  p lay  in  te rm s  of p u sh ­
ing  th e  s t ru g g le  fo rw a rd . T he fig h t fo r  a  good c o n t r a c t  is  a  f ig h t w hich  b e lo n g s  to 
th is  o rg a n iz a t io n , to a l l 'v e t e r a n s , and to  the e n t i r e  w o rk in g  c la s s .
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G a ry  L aw ton  F r e e d !

On M ay 12th, n e a r ly  fo u r  y e a r s  to the d a y  he w as a r r e s t e d ,  G a ry  L aw ton  w as 
found in n o c en t of the  a m b u sh  s la y in g s  of two R iv e r s id e ,  C a l ifo rn ia  p o lic e m e n . A s 
so o n  a s  the  N a tio n a l O ffice  r e c e iv e d  w o rd  of th is  v e r d ic t ,  w e b e g an  c a ll in g  r e g io n ­
a l  o ff ic e s  and  to ld  th e m  to c a l l  c h a p te r s .  So, h o p e fu lly , a l l  c h a p te r s  w e re  a w a re  
of th is  v ic to ry  b e fo re  now . T h is  is  a  r e a l  v ic to ry  and  one th a t c a m e  a s  th e  r e s u l t  
of fo u r y e a r s  of h a rd  w o rk  and s t ru g g le .  VVAW /W SO p lay ed  a v e ry  im p o r ta n t  ro le  
in  b r in g in g  ab o u t th is  v ic to ry  s in c e  the  s tru g g le  to f r e e  G a ry  L aw ton  w as ad o p ted  a s  
a  n a tio n a l p ro je c t  of the o rg a n iz a tio n  in  1972, T hough the  o rg a n iz a t io n 's  w o rk  a -  
ro u n d  G a r y 's  s t ru g g le  o ften  f e l l  s h o r t  of w h a t w e sh o u ld  h av e  b e e n  do ing  and  though 
m o s t  c h a p te r s  d id  n o t a lw ay s  tak e  up th is  n a tio n a l p r o je c t  in  a  c o n s is te n t  w ay, d u r ­
ing  the  l a s t  y e a r ,  V V A W /W SO 's L aw ton  w o rk  had  im p ro v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l a s  c h a p te r s  
b e g an  tak in g  the s tru g g le  o u t to  th e i r  c o m m u n itie s  and lin k in g  i t  up w ith  the h u n d re d s  
of o th e r  s t ru g g le s  b e in g  w aged  to  f ig h t p o lice  r e p r e s s io n  - -  m ak in g  th e  f ig h t fo r  G a ry  
f r e e d o m  a  liv in g  th in g  and  so m e th in g  c o n c r e te  fo r  th o u san d s  of p eo p le  a c r o s s  the 
c o u n try . I t  w as  m a ss  s t ru g g le  and  the b u ild in g  of a  m o v e m e n t of peop le  who w e re  
d e m an d in g  G a ry 's  f r e e d o m  th a t b ro u g h t ab o u t the  v ic to ry  in R iv e r s id e .  T hough  we 
m ad e  m a n y  m is ta k e s  in  o u r L aw ton  w o rk , we sh o u ld  s t i l l  f e e l  p ro u d  th a t VVAW /W SO 
w as a  p a r t  of m ak in g  th is  v ic to ry  a  r e a l i ty .

F o r  th o se  of you who h av e  b e e n  fo llo w in g  the  s m a l l e r  d e ta i ls  of L a w to n 's  s t r u g ­
g le , in  1971, G a ry  w as c h a rg e d  w ith  sh o o tin g  in to  a n  o c cu p ie d  d w e llin g . T h is  in c i ­
d e n t w as a lle g e d  to  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in  19&8. T he  p ro s e c u tio n  in  the m u r d e r  c a s e  had  
b e en  m ak in g  ru m b lin g s  ab o u t t ry in g  L aw ton  on th e se  c h a r g e s  once  th e  p r e s e n t  t r i a l  
w as c o m p le te d  and  a v e r d ic t  had  b e e n  d e c id e d . A w eek  a f te r  the  v e r d ic t  o f in n o c en t 
w as r e tu r n e d  in  th e  c a s e  of th e  a m b u sh  k i l l in g s , L aw ton  w as in  c o u r t  a g a in  to  h e ^ r  
the d is p o s i t io n  of th e se  1971 c h a rg e s  fo r  the sh o o tin g  in c id e n t. A t th a t t im e , a n o th e r  
v ic to ry  w as w on w hen  the  p ro s e c u tio n  s ta te d  they  had  no o b je c tio n s  to  th e se  c h a r g e s  
b e in g  d ro p p e d .

FREEDOM FOR ONE 1$ NOT 
ENOUGH-

FREE US ALL, SAY ON!
A r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  of th e  R iv e r s id e  P o l i t ic a l  P r i s o n e r s  D e fen se  C o m m itte e  w ill 

be  a t  the  n e x t NSCM  to  s u m -u p  the  s t ru g g le  to  f r e e  G a ry , in c lu d in g  the  ro le  th a t 
VVAW /W SO h a s  p lay ed  in  th is  f ig h t. C h a p te rs  and  re g io n s  sh o u ld  a ls o  s u m  up th e i r  
w o rk  a ro u n d  th is  n a tio n a l p ro je c t  so  th a t w e c a n  b e t te r  l e a r n  f ro m  o u r  m is ta k e s  and 
s u c c e s s e s .  O u r w o rk  a ro u n d  p o lic e  and p o li t ic a l  r e p r e s s io n  is  f a r  f ro m  o v e r , and 
we sh o u ld  tak e  the le s s o n s  le a r n e d  f ro m  o u r L aw ton  w o rk  so  a s  to  ap p ly  th em  to 
c o n tin u in g  w o rk  to  f ig h t p o lic e  a t ta c k s  in  our. c o m m u n itie s .



!_____ _

M c A le s te r  E s c a p e  - - o r  L ib e ra t io n  M o v em en ts  a t H om e

P e o p le  who h av e  r e a d  th e  v a r io u s  n e w s le t te r  a r t i c l e s  o r  n e w sp a p e r  a r t i c l e s ,  
o r  i te m s  ih  " In s id e /O u t"  c o n c e rn in g  th e  s t r u g g le s  of th e  b r o th e r s  a t  th e  O k lah o m a 
S ta te  P r i s o n  a t M c A le s te r ,  have  re a d  a  good d e a l p£ m a te r i a l  by  R o b e r t  W ilson .
A p o li t ic a l  p r i s o n e r  a t  M c A le s te r ,  R o b e r t  w as in  th e ,m id d le  o f th e  s t ru g g le s  th e r e  
bo th  a s  a  p ro p a g a n d is t  and  a le a d e r ,  B e c a u se  of h ia  p o l i t ic s  an d  b e c a u se  o f h is  
a b i l i ty  to  p u t th o s e  p o l i t ic s  in to  w o rd s , we, r e p r in te d  m u ch  o f th e  m a te r ia l  he  se n t 
u s .  T h e  fo llo w in g  i te m  is  a p r e s s  r e l e a s e  f r o m  M c A le s te r - - R o b e r t  w as t r a n s f e r r e d  
f ro m  th a t p r is o n  to  S tr in g to w n  a t  th e  end o f M a rc h ,

" D a te lin e , M c A le s te r ,  O k la h o m a ----
On A pTil 30 th , in  c e le b ra tio n  of th e  tre m e n d o u s  p e o p le s  v ic to ry  in  th e  S o u th e rn  

z o n e  of V ie tn a m , C, A. T . S, H. I. T . (the C o m m itte e  A g a in s t T e r r o r i s m , .  S a d is tic  
H a r a s s m e n t  a n d  If iid ise lim in a te  T e a r g a s s in g - - o f  w h ich  R o b e r t  w as  th e  E x e c u t iv e  R io t 
C o o rd in a to r )  p e r fe c te d  th e  e s c a p e  of p o l i t ic a l  p r i s o n e r  R o b e r t W ilson, fro x m th e  S tr in ^ -  
to w n .p r is o n  c am p . : In W hat c o n c e n tra t io n  c am p  a u th o r i t ie s  d e s c r ib e d  as-V a m e tic u lo u s ly  
e x e c u te d  e x ca p e  p l a n ,"  C o m ra d e  R o b e r t ,  a long  w ith  two o th e r  in m a te s ,  h ija c k e d  th e  
p r i s o n  b u s  w h ich  w a s  in  t r a n s i t  to  M c A le s te r  P r is o n ,  T he en em y  b e l i e v e s th&t R o b e r t  
W ilso n  w as  m fef a t  a  p r e - a r r k n g k d  re n d e z v o u s  w ith  a ' s a f e 1 v e h ic le . C . A. T . S„ H« I. T . 
u r g e s  a l l  o u r  r e v o lu tio n a ry  s i s t e r s  and b r o th e r s  to  a id  o u r  c o m ra d e  in  h is  fu tu re  e n ­
d e a v o r s . He is  now ou t of o u r  h an d s  an d  in to  y o u r s !  "

5



C o n g re s s io n a l  R e c o rd

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  L a r r y  M acD o n a ld , a  f i r s t - t e r m  D e m o c ra t ic  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  f r c m  
G e o rg ia , h a s  ta k e n  a  su d d en  i n t e r e s t  in  V V A W /W SO . A p p a re n tly  he h a s  d e c id e d  to  
s in g le -h a n d e d ly  do th e  jo b  o f w itc h -h u n tin g  w h ich  u s e d  to  be th e  jo b  o f th e  H ouse In ­
t e r n a l  S e c u r ity  C o m m itte e  (H ISC), an d  h a s  th e  a c t iv e  a s s i s ta n c e  of g o v e rn m e n t a g e n ­
c ie s  w h ich  h av e  a c c e s s  to  in te r n a l  VVAW /W SO d o c u m e n ts . G iven  th e  l a t e s t  in f o r ­
m a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  CIA a c t iv i t i e s ,  i t  is  c l e a r  th a t  an y th in g  w h ich  is  s e n t th ro u g h  th e  
m a i l  can  be  s n a tc h e d  by  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.

T h e  C o n g re s s io n a l  R e c o rd  is  a  p u b lic  d o c u m en t w h ich  p r in t s  th e  s p e e c h e s  and  
c o m m e n ts  w h ich  a r e  m a d e  d u r in g  th e  n o r m a l  p ro c e e d in g s  in  th e  H ouse  and  S en a te .
A ny m e m b e r  o f e i th e r  th e  H ouse  o r  th e  S e n a te  c a n  in s e r t  any  d o c u m en t in to  th e  
R e c o rd  u n d e r  th e  s e c t io n  know n a s  " E x te n s io n  o f R e m a r k s " - - w h ic h  is  w h e re  th e  d i s ­
c u s s io n  o f V V A W /W SO  o c c u r s .  So f a r  a s  w e know , th e r e  h av e  b een  th r e e  su ch  d i s ­
c u s s io n s  up  to  th is  t im e . T he f i r s t  o c c u r r e d  on M a rc h  24; th e  r e f e r e n c e  in  th e  
C o n g re s s io n a l  R e c o rd  is  E -1 3 9 9 . I t is  e n ti t le d  "S u b v e rs io n  in  th e  M il i ta ry :  VVAW / 
WSO T a r g e ts  N a tio n a l G u a rd "  an d  is  m o s tly  th e  r e s u l t  of th e  m a te r i a l  th a t  w e s e n t 
out c o n c e rn in g  R e s e rv e  and  N a tio n a l G u a rd  o rg a n iz in g . O b v io u s ly , M cD onald  a ls o  
h a s  o th e r  s o u r c e s  o f in fo rm a tio n . P a r t  o f th e  s e c t io n  is  r e p r in te d  below .

" R e c e n tly  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  know n a s  th e  V ie tn am  V e te r a n s  A g a in s t th e  W a r /  
W in te r  S o ld ie r  O rg a n iz a tio n --V V A W /W S O --a n  a d ju n c t to  th e  M a o is t C o m m u n is t R e ­
v o lu tio n a ry  U n io n - - R U - - d is t r ib u te d  in s t r u c t io n s  to  i t s  m e m b e r s  w h ich  c a l le d  fo r  the  
a t te m p te d  s u b v e r s io n  o f o u r  m i l i t a r y  R e s e r v i s t s  and  N a tio n a l G u ard ,

" I n p a r t i c u l a r ,  th is  C o m m u n is t o rg a n iz a t io n  u rg e d  i ts  o r g a n iz e r s  to  c o n c e n tra te  
on th o s e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  u n its  w h ich  m a y  be c a l le d  upon to  su p p o r t  p o lic e  in  s i tu a tio n s  
o f u rb a n  d i s o r d e r  o r  in  s t r ik e s  d is ru p tin g  e s s e n t ia l  s e r v i c e s . . . . "

(M cD onald  th e n  q u o te s  th r e e  p a r a g r a p h s  f ro m  o u r  p a p e r  on R e s e rv e  and 
G u a rd  o rg a n iz in g )

"T h e  VVAW /W SO d o c u m en t s u g g e s ts  th a t  i t s  o r g a n iz e r s  f in d  ou t w h e re  m o s t  
R e s e r v i s t s  f ro m  th e i r  a r e a  a r e  s e n t f o r  s u m m e r  t r a in in g  cam p  and  s e t  up  a  s t o r e ­
f r o n t  th e r e  a s  a  b a s e  f o r  t h e i r  e f fo r ts  in  s u b v e rs io n .

" T h e  M a o is ts  s u g g e s t  th a t  i s s u e s  to  e x p lo it  in c lu d e  ta k in g  ad v an ta g e  of a lle g e d  
in c id e n ts  o f r a c i a l  d is c r im in a t io n ;  d e v e lo p in g  c o m p la in ts  ab o u t w o rk in g  co n d itio n s  
su ch  a s  on 'o v e r n ig h t s ' t r u c k s  b re a k in g  dow n o r  r a in  and  m u d ; 'f ig h t in g  co m m an d  
h a r a s s m e n t ' o v e r  i s s u e s  su ch  a s  jo b  a s s ig n m e n ts  and  p ay m en t f o r  e x t r a  du ty ; and  
p ro v id in g  1 o ffe n s iv e  le g a l  in fo rm a tio n ' k i ts  f o r  u s e  p a r t i c u la r ly  d u rin g  a c tiv e  duty  
p e r io d s  an d  s u m m e r  c am p . In th e  l a t t e r  c o n te x t , VVAW /W SO m a y  be  e x p e c te d  to  
w o rk  in  c lo s e  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  v a r io u s  m i l i t a r y  law  p r o je c ts  of th e  N a tio n a l L a w y e rs  
G uild .

" I have  m a d e  th is  d o c u m en t a v a ila b le  to  m y  c o lle a g u e , c h a ir m a n  of th e  H ouse 
A rm e d  S e rv ic e s  C o m m itte e , o f w h ich  I a m  a  m e m b e r ,  an d  to  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  m i l i ­
t a r y  a u th o r i t ie s .  I hope to  r e p o r t  b a c k  th a t  a c t io n  is  b e in g  ta k e n  to  th w a r t  V VAW /
WSO f r o m  a c c o m p lis h in g  i t s  g o a l. "

M cD o n a ld ’ s n e x t a t ta c k  on th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  c a m e  on M ay 5 (C o n g re s s io n a l 
R e c o rd  r e f e r e n c e  E -2 1 7 9 ) , an d  is  t i t l e d  "VVAW /W SO: R e v o lu tio n a ry  In fig h tin g , "

"A lth o u g h  VVA W /W SO  w as fo rm e d  by  th e  C o m m u n is t P a r ty ,  USA, a s  an  o ffsh o o t 
of i t s  V e te r a n s  fo r  P e a c e  f r o n t ,  VVAW /W SO q u ic k ly  a t t r a c t e d  a  m e la n g e  of a n a r c h is t s ,  
ad  hoc M a r s ix t - L e n in i s t s , and  a l ie n a te d  N ew  L e f t r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  who w e re  u n ite d



p r im a r i ly  by  th e i r  h a t r e d  o f a l l  th in g s  A m e r ic a n .
" In v o lv ed  in  m an y  v io le n t s t r e e t  c o n fro n ta tio n s  w ith  p o lic e  d u r in g  th e  " P e a c e "  

d e m o n s t r a t io n s ,  in  w h ich  VVAW m e m b e r s  o fte n  a c te d  a s  1 goon s q u a d s 1 f o r  th e  a n t i ­
w a r  a c t i v i s t s ,  VVAW /V/SO b e c a m e  a  t a r g e t  fo r  c o lo n iz a tio n  by th e  M a o is t C o m m u ­
n i s t  R e v o lu tio n a ry  U nion d u r in g  1973, E a r ly  in  1974, th e  c is c ip l in e d  RU c a d r e s  e f ­
fe c te d  a  ta k e o v e r  o f th e  VVAW /W SO n a tio n a l o ff ic e  an d  m an y  re g io n a l  c h a p te r s .

" F a c t io n  f ig h tin g  h a s  now  s u r fa c e d  am o n g  th e  r a d ic a l  v e te r a n s .  In  C a l i fo rn ia ,  
an  a n t i r e v o lu t io n a ry  un ion  fa c tio n  h as  e x p e lle d  th e  e n t i r e  m e m b e r s h ip  of th e  n o r th e r n  
C a l ifo rn ia  c h a p te r s  an d  o f one s o u th e rn  C a l ifo rn ia  c h a p te r .  T h e  a n ti-R U  g ro u p  a lso  
f i r e d  J e a n n e  F r ie d m a n ,  th e  re g io n a l  c o o r d in a to r ,  and  1 la id  o u t a  p r o c e s s  by w h ich  
n o th e m  C a l ifo rn ia  p e o p le - -w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  of th e  l e a d e r s h ip - - c o u ld  jo in  VVAW / 
WSO a f t e r  a  t r i a l  p e r io d .  '

" D e s p ite  s t r id e n t  a p p e a ls  fo r  h e lp  f r o m  th e  A n t i - I m p e r ia l i s t  C a u c u s , a s  th e  e x ­
p e lle d  RU fa c t io n  is  c a l le d ,  th e  VVAW /W SO n a tio n a l o ff ic e  h a s  b e e n  u n a b le  to  p ro v id e  
any  a s s i s ta n c e .

(M cD onald  th e n  q u o te s  s e v e r a l  s e n te n c e s  f r o m  J e a n n e  F rie d m a n *  s l e t t e r  to  
th e  o rg a n iz a tio n )

" A n o th e r  f a c t io n a l  d is p u te  h a s  co m e to  th e  f o r e f r o n t  in  O hio . On A p r il  10,
1975, VVAW/W SO* s Ohio re g io n a l  c o o r d in a to r ,  J e r r y  K o s m a r ic ,  r e s ig n e d . Two 
w e ek s  l a t e r ,  he  to o  m a ile d  ou t a  g e n e r a l  l e t t e r  g iv in g  h is  r e a s o n . M r . K o sm aric*  s 
v ie w s , a s  a  VVAW /W SO o r g a n iz e r  c o m m itte d  to  b u ild in g  a  * fighting* m a s s  v e te r a n s  
m o v em en t, a g a in s t  ' US im p e r ia lis m *  p ro v id e  in te r e s t in g  in s ig h ts  in to  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  
o f th e  RU w ith in  VVAW /W SO.

" F o r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f m y  c o lle a g u e s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  g ro u p s  a tte m p tin g  
to  s u b v e r t  th e  US A rm e d  F o r c e s ,  I su b m it e x te n s iv e  e x c e rp ts  f ro m  h is  l e t t e r .  I 
h av e  e d ite d  so m e  of h is  m o re  s c a to lo g ic a l  p h r a s e s .

(T h re e  lo n g  p a r a g r a p h s  of th e  l e t t e r  fo llo w , w ith  th e  n a s ty  w o rd s  ta k e n  o u t).
" P e r h a p s  th is  l e t t e r  w ill  p ro v id e  a d d itio n a l e v id en c e  fo r  th o s e  p e r s o n s  who 

h av e  e x p r e s s e d  d is b e l ie f  in  th e  fa c t  o f th e  R v o lu tio n a ry  U nion ta k e o v e r  o f V V A W /
WSO.

"W hile  no d o u b t th e  in te r n a l  sq u a b b le s  a r e  im p a ir in g  th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f VVAW / 
WSO* s new  o rg a n iz in g  d r iv e  d i r e c te d  a t  th e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  and  A rm y  R e s e r v e s  
w h ich  I r e f e r r e d  to  in  m y  E x te n s io n s  of R e m a rk s  on M a rc h  24 , 1975, th e  d is c ip l in e d  
c a d r e s  o f th e  R e v o lu tio n a ry  U nion r e m a in  ta r g e te d  to w a rd  th a t  d is ru p t iv e  g o a l.

,rVVAW /W SO r e m a in s  a  t h r e a t  to  th e  in te r n a l  s e c u r i ty  o f th e  US an d  shou ld  be 
th e  s u b je c t of a  th o ro u g h  in v e s t ig a t io n  a s  su ch . "

A n o th e r  e n t r y  o c c u r s  on M ay 22 , 1975 (E -2 6 7 0 ) w h e re  M cD onald  a t ta c k s  th e  
I r a n ia n  S tu d en t A s s o c ia t io n  (ISA); in  th e  c o u r s e  o f th a t  a t ta c k ,  he m e n tio n s  th a t  
ISA m e m b e r s  a c t iv e ly  s u p p o r te d  th e  VVAW /W SO A rm e d  F o r c e s  D ay d e m o n s tra t io n  
a t  F o r t  M ead e . P a r t  of th a t  r e p o r t  fo llo w s: "A s y e t  a n o th e r  in d ic a tio n  o f th e  c lo s e  
t i e s  b e tw e e n  th e  ISA an d  o u r  own s o - c a l le d  re v o lu tio n a ry  a n t i - im p e r i a l i s t s ,  th e  ISA 
jo in e d  th e  R U -d o m in a te d  V VAW /W SO a t  F o r t  M ead  on M ay 17, to  p r o te s t  v a r io u s  
m i l i t a r y  r e g u la t io n s  and  d i s c i p l i n e . . . .

"T h e  p r in c ip le  ch an t w a s  * GIs an d  V ie ts ,  U n ited  to  F ig h t . * B ut i t  w as c le a r ly  
u n d e rs to o d  th a t  th e  f ig h tin g  w ould  be a g a in s t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  f o r  o u r  G o v e rn m e n t. 11

T h e re  a r e  so m e  c l e a r  le s s o n s  to  be le a r n e d  f r o m  th is .  M cD onald  o b v io u s ly  
h a s  h is  f a c ts  ja c k e d  a l l  o u t of s h a p e , b u t th a t  i s n ' t  of p r im a r y  im p o r ta n c e . T he  p e o ­
p le  who a r e  ru n n in g  th is  c o u n tr y - - a n d  th e i r  s to o g e s  su ch  a s  M c D o n a ld - -a re  n o t 
p la y in g  g a m e s ,  b u t a r e  ou t to  d e s t r o y  an y  m o v e m e n t o f th e  p eo p le . T h ey  w ill u s e  
any  d e v ic e  th e y  c a n , and  w hen  w e p la y  in to  t h e i r  h a n d s , we a r e  o b v io u s ly  he lp in g



th e i r  c a u s e - - r e g a r d l e s s  o f how good o r  n o t good th e  in te n tio n  i s . 1

O v e r th e  y e a r s  w e h av e  w a tch e d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t u s e  a n u m b e r  of t a c t ic s  to  a t ta c k  
and  a tte m p t to  d e s t r o y  VVAW /W SO. F i r s t  is  w as " a l le g e d "  v e te r a n s  (the  g o v e rn m e n t 
say in g  w e h ad  no r ig h t  to  s p e a k  b e c a u s e  w e w e r e n 't  v e ts ) . W hen th a t  d id n ( t  w o rk , they  
a tte m p te d  to  p a in t u s  a l l  a s  " d o p e - c r a z e d  h ip p ie s , " T h a t a lso  d i d n 't  m a k e  it. N ext 
c a m e  F B I h a r a s s m e n t  and  in d ic tm e n ts  and  g ra n d  ju r i e s  (the  G a in e s v ille  t r i a l s ) .  Now 
thei ta p tic ; is  r e d -b a i t in g  and  a n ti- c o m m u n is m  an d  w itc h -h u n tin g ,

VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s  n e e d  to  have  a  s e n s e  o f w hat th e  ru lin g  c la s s  i s  say in g  
ab o u t u s .  .To know  th e i r  t a c t i c s  g iv e s  u s  one  edge  in  c o m b a ttin g  th e s e  t a c t ic s .  T h e re  
is  a n  a t te m p t to  p lay  up  th e  in te r n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n - - m o s t  c le a r ly  in  
th e  s i tu a t io n  a ro u n d  M a ry  Jo  C ook , th e  F B I in f o r m e r  in th e  B uffa lo  c h a p te r ,  and Jo e  
B u rto n  and  th e  r e s t  o f th e  m e s s  in  T a m p a , F lo r id a .  S tru g g le  is  a  p a r t  of th e  life  of 
o u r  o rg a n iz a t io n — in te r n a l  s tru g g le  a s  w e ll a s  e x te r n a l  s tru g g le ;  we can n o t l e t  the  
a c t iv i t ie s  o f d o g s  l ik e  M cD onald  s ta n d  in  th e  w ay  of th a t  s tru g g le . B ut th e r e  is  a  d i s ­
t in c t  d if f e r e n c e  in  p u b lic a lly  a tta c k in g  th e  l in e  o f an  o rg a n iz a t io n  and a tta c k in g  th a t 
o rg a n iz a t io n  i t s e l f .  .' To d is a g r e e  w ith  th e  l in e  th a t  VVAW /W SO sh o u ld  h av e  a  v e ts  and  
GI b a s e  and  fo c u s , an d  p o in tin g  o u t th e  r e a s o n s  fo r  d is a g r e e m e n t  is  c o r r e c t  and  p r in ­
c ip le d  s t ru g g le  (an d  e s s e n t ia l ly  u s e le s s  to  M cD onald  and th e  o th e r  s to o g e s  of th e  ru lin g  
c la s s ) ;  to  a t ta c k  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  (su ch  a s  th e  RU) a s  an  o rg a n iz a tio n  s im p ly  g iv es  
r i s e  to  th e  k in d  of a n ti- c o m m u n is m  and  h y s te r ic a l  b l i th e r in g  th a t  M cD onald  is  p u ttin g  
fo rw a rd . It a ls o  c o n tr ib u te s  n o th in g  to  th e  s t ru g g le  w ith in  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n .

In fo rm a tio n  f o r  C h a p te rs  I n te r e s te d  in  R e s e rv e  O rg a n iz in g

F r ie n d s  M il i ta ry  C o u n se lin g  of W rig h ts to w n , N. J , h as  a v a ila b le  a  c o m p le te  l i s t  
of t r a in in g  s i t e s  a t  w h ich  R e s e r v i s t s  w ill a tte n d  s u m m e r  c am p . The l i s t  Is. 350 pages 
in  len g th , and  i t  id e n tif ie s  the  u n its  th a t  w ill p a r t ic ip a te ,  the c a m p s  and b a s e s  a t  . .. 
w h ich  th ey  w ill t r a in ,  the d a te s  the tr a in in g  w ill s t a r t  and f in ish , and the n u m b e r of 
R e s e r v i s t s  th a t w ill t r a in  a t  e a c h  s i te ,

.. h C h a p te rs  in te r e s te d  in  R e s e rv e  o rg a n iz in g  sh o u ld  c o n ta c t the c o u n se lin g  s e r v ic e  
fo r  the l i s t in g  in  th e i r  a r e a .  Due to the s iz e  and e x p e n se  of re p ro d u c tio n  of the w hole 
d o c u m en t, the c o u n se lin g  s e r v ic e  is  no t sen d in g  out th e  e n t i r e  d o c u m en t. C h a p te rs  
w a n tin g .th is  in fo rm a tio n  sh o u ld  s p e c ify  e x a c tly  w h a t a r e a s  they  w ish  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t.

T he a d d r e s s  is : F r ie n d s  M il i ta ry  C o u n se lin g
P .O . B ox 62

- W rig h ts to w n , New J e r s e y  08562
(609) 723-2250

R e s is ta n c e  to  s u m m e r  cam p s  h a s  a  b r i e f  b u t tre m e n d o u s  h is to r y  of s tru g g le  in 
G u a rd  and R e s e r v e s  and  h a s  b e en  th e  s o u rc e  of w id e - s p re a d  s t ru g g le  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  
C h a p te rs  c u r r e n t ly  do in g  G u a rd  and R e s e rv e  w o rk  co u ld  u se  th is  in fo rm a tio n  to b r o a d ­
en  the e x is t in g  le v e l  of w o rk . C h a p te rs  th a t  a r e  in te r e s te d  in b eg in n in g  th is  type of 
o rg a n iz in g  m ig h t fin d  th is  to  be an  e x c e l le n t  s t a r t .
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A m n e s ty  M ee tin g  H e ld -

T he N a tio n a l C o u n c il fo r  U n iv e rs a l  and  U n co n d itio n a l A m n e sty  (NCUUA) 
re c e n t ly  h e ld  i ts  f i r s t  n a tio n a l s te e r in g  c o m m itte e  m e e tin g  in s ix  m o n th s . The 
lonfij p e r io d  b e tw ee n  m e e t in g s  saw  m a n y  d e v ia t io n s  in  the b a s ic a l ly  c o r r e c t  
th r u s t  of the a m n e s ty  m o v e m e n t. M any o rg a n iz a t io n s , and m an y  in d iv id u a ls  
in so m e  s o r t  of ’l e a d e r s h ip 1 p o s i t io n s  in  th o se  o rg a n iz a t io n s  have  b e e n  w o rk in g  
hand in  hand w ith  C o n g re s s io n a l p eo p le  In a t te m p ts  to s e t t le  fo r  l e s s  than  to ta l 
a m n e s ty . T h is  m ove  and ’w h e re  d o es  the a m n e s ty  m o v e m e n t go now th a t the 
w a r  is  o v e r ' w e re  d is c u s s e d  a t  the  m e e tin g .

A f te r  long  d is c u s s io n s  w h e re  e v e ry o n e  ta lk e d  ab o u t th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  
a m n e s ty  w o rk , we d e c id e d  on s e v e ra l  im p o r ta n t  d i r e c t io n s  fo r  o u r  a m n e s ty  w ork . 
We fe e l th a t the  o u tco m e  of th a t m e e tin g  w as good. T he C o u n cil d is c u s s e d  the 
b a s ic  p o in ts  of u n ity  w ith in  the c o a li t io n , (UUA) and  on  th a t we vo ted  n o t to  s u p ­
p o r t  an y  c o n g re s s io n a l  b i l l s  w h ich  do no t c o v e r  a l l  c a te g o r ie s  of th o se  in  need  of 
a m n e s ty  - -  th is  in c lu d ed  the A bzug and H a r t  b i l ls  w h ich  w e re  c h e r is h e d  by m an y  
of the l ib e r a l s  in the c o a li t io n .

T he seco n d  good th in g  th a t happ en ed  a t  the m e e tin g  w as th a t we vo ted  on 
fo u r  p o in ts  th a t would be p u t fo rw a rd  a s  a  w ay to m a k e  a m n e s ty  a r e a l  is s u e  w ith  
p eo p le  r a th e r  th a n  so m e th in g  off in  the s k y , a s  som e p eo p le  tend  to look  a t  it .
T h e se  fo u r  p o in ts  a r e  b a s ic a l ly  the sam e  a s  the fo u r  d e m a n d s  of VVAW /W SO.
T h ey  a r e :  U U A /S ing le  T ype D is c h a rg e  fo r  A ll V e ts , R e c o n s tru c tio n  A id to V ie tn am , 
J o b s  o r  In co m e  fo r  A ll, and  No m o re  W a rs  of A g g re s s io n . It w as p o in ted  out th a t 
th e se  d e m an d s  w ould be a good b a s is  on w h ich  lo c a l a m n e s ty  c o a li tio n s  cou ld  b r o a d ­
en  th e i r  w o rk  so a s  to be ab le  to  lin k  up th e i r  w o rk  w ith  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t 
cou ld  be u n ite d  w ith .

A s is  w ith  e v e ry th in g  e ls e  in the a m n e s ty  m o v e m e n t, th e s e  r e s o lu t io n s  a r e  
now in  the  h a n d s  of v a r io u s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w ho w ill w o rk  on th e m  a s  they  se e  f it . 
W hich  m e a n s  th a t we s h o u ld n 't  e x p e c t g r e a t  le a p s  m ad e  in  the w o rk . We fe e l th a t 
if c h a p te r s  of VVAW /W SO th a t a r e  en g ag ed  in  lo c a l a m n e s ty  co .alitions pu t th e se  
p o in ts  fo rw a rd  s tro n g ly , th a t the* w o rk  a ro u n d  a m n e s ty  w ould take on a new  a s p e c t ,  
r a th e r  th an  s e t t le  in  the d u s t a s  i t  h a s  b een  done . W hile a m n e s ty  is  not the m a jo r  
fo cu s  of o u r  w o rk , th e se  d e m a n d s  can  b e t te r  co n n ec t w ith  the w o rk  we a r e  dp ing .

A t the n e x t NSCM , the n a tio n a l o ffice  w ill p u t fo rw a rd  a p ro p o s a l  r e g a rd in g  
o u r co n tin u ed  a f f i l ia t io n  in  NCUUA. In  the m e a n tim e , we th ink  th a t the a m n e s ty  
w o rk  m u s t  r e f le c t  th e se  fo u r  new  d e m an d s  o r  it  w ill b eco m e  is o la te d  f r o m  w inn ing  
the su p p o rt of the m a s s e s  of p e o p le .

k  i ^
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S o lid a r ity  M e s s a g e s

In th e  l a s t  n e w s le t te r  w e  r e p r in te d  c o p ie s  o f th e  s o l id a r i ty  m e s s a g e s  th a t w e 
s e n t ,  on b e h a lf  o f th e  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  to  th e  C am b o d ian s  and  th e  V ie tn a m e s e  on th e  l i b e r a ­
tio n  o f th e i r  c o u n tr ie s .  T he fo llo w in g  te le g r a m , s e n t f r o m  H an o i, a r r iv e d  h e re  on th e  
5th o f M ay:

" W a rm e s t  G re e t in g s  f ro m  V ie tn a m e s e  P e o p le  G re a t  h i s to r ic a l  v ic to ry  of 
in d e p en d e n c e  an d  f r e e d o m  s c o r e d  by o u r  p eo p le  can  by no m e a n s  be  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  

't r e m e n d o u s  and  p re c io u s  su p p o r t  of w hole m a n k in d  am ong  th e m  A m e r ic a n  P e o p le , 
o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  and p e r s o n a l i t ie s .  H e n ce , O u r g ra t i tu d e  and  g re e t in g s  o f p e a c e  and  
f r ie n d s h ip . L e t o u r  S o lid a r ity  p re v a i l  and  a s s u r e  m o re  s u c c e s s .  "

On M ay 20 , w e re c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  te le g r a m , a ls o  f ro m  H anoi:

"O u r m o s t  s in c e r e  th a n k s  fo r  y o u r  c o n g ra tu la t io n s . O u r p e o p le s  g r e a t  and 
h i s to r i c a l  v ic to ry  can  by no m e a n s  be  s e p a r a te d  f r o m  p re c io u s  su p p o rt o f w hole  
m a n k in d  am o n g  th e m  p r o g r e s s iv e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le . We e x ten d  to  you a l l  g re e tin g s  
of f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  co n fid e n ce  th a t p o s it iv e  m e a s u r e s  w ill be  ta k e n  by A m e r ic a n  
p u b lic  to  h e a lin g  w ounds o f w a r  and  c o n so lid a tin g  p e a c e , "

A l e t t e r  f ro m  th e  GRUNC M is s io n  in  P a r i s  w as  s e n t on Ju n e  3; i t  is  s ig n ed  by 
Ok S akun , C h ie f of th e  M iss io n . (T he  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  in  F re n c h ;  w e a r e  p r in tin g  
o u r  t r a n s la t io n  of p a r t  of th e  l e t t e r ;  any  c h a p te r s  in te r e s te d  in  a  copy of th e  fu ll 
l e t t e r  sh o u ld  le t  u s  know . You w ill h a v e  to  p ro v id e  y o u r  own t r a n s l a t o r s .  )

T he  l e t t e r  b e g in s , " D e a r  F r i e n d s , "  . an d  c o n tin u e s :

"W e ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  of th is  o c c a s io n  to  c o n f irm  f o r  you th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p o s itio n s  
o f o u r  in te r n a l  an d  e x te r n a l  p o l i t ic s  a s  th e y  w e re  r e a f f i r m e d  by  a S p e c ia l C o n g re s s  
w h ich  m e t  in  P h n o m  P e n h  f ro m  th e  25 th  to  th e  27th  of A p r il  1975:

-A s  a g u id e  to  th e  in te r n a l  a f f a i r s  of o u r  c o u n try , w e e s ta b l is h  " h a p p in e s s , e q u a lity , 
ju s t i c e ,  an d  a t r u e  d e m o c ra c y  w h ^ re  th e r e  e x is t  n e i th e r  r ic h  n o r  p o o r , n e i th e r  e x p lo ite r  
n o r  e x p lo ite d  c l a s s e s .  In s h o r t ,  it  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  b u ild  a  s o c ie ty  w h e re  a l l  th e  p eo p le  
l iv e  in  p e a c e  and  h a rm o n y , in n a tio n a l u n ity , and  w h e re  a l l  th e  p eo p le  d e v o te  th e m ­
s e lv e s  to  p ro d u c tio n , b u ild in g , and  th e  n a tio n a l d e fe n se ,

- E x te r n a l ly ,  th e  S p e c ia l C o n g re s s  r e a f f i r m s  th a t  C am b o d ia  w ill  a d h e r e  to  th e  
p o li t ic s  of in d e p e n d e n c e , p e a c e , n e u tr a l i ty  and  n o n -a lig n m e n t, i ts  r e s o lu te  o p p o s itio n  
to  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f a l l  fo re ig n  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  on C am b o d ian  t e r r i t o r y ,  i ts  d e te rm in a tio n  to 
s tru g g le  a g a in s t  a l l  f o r e ig n  in te r f e r e n c e  in  th e  a f f a i r s  of C am b o d ia , a g a in s t  a l l  a c ts  of 
s u b v e rs io n  and  fo re ig n  a g g r e s s io n  a g a in s t  C am b o d ia , w h e th e r  it is  m i l i t a r y ,  c u l tu ra l ,  
s o c ia l ,  d e p lo m a tic ,  o r  c lo th e d  in th e  g u is e  of " h u m a n ita r ia n is m . M C am b o d ia  w ill no t 
in te r f e r e  in  any w ay in  the  in te rn a l  a f f a i r s  of any  o th e r  c o u n try , n o r  d e v o te  i t s e l f  
to  a g g re s s io n  a g a in s t  o r  s u b v e rs io n  o f any o th e r  c o u n try . C am b o d ia  r e s p e c t s ,  w ith ­
ou t r e s e r v a t io n s ,  th e  p r in c ip le  of s e l f - d e te r m in a t io n  and th e  r ig h ts  o f  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  , 
to  d e c id e  t h e i r  own a f f a i r s .

A g a in , m y  s in c e r e  a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  y o u r  m e s s a g e  on c o n g ra tu la t io n s ;  we a r e  
co n v in ced  th a t ,  in  r e a l iz in g  o u r  tw o p r im a r y  t a s k s - - t h e  d e fe n se  o f o u r  c o u n try  and 
th e  b u ild in g  o f a  new  C a m b o d ia - -w e  can  co u n t on  y o u r  sy m p a th y , y o u r  s o l id a r i ty ,  and 
y o u r  b e s t  w is h e s . "
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N atio n a l O ffice  to  B eg in  M ailin g  ou t L e a f le ts  to C h a p te rs

W e 'v e  r e c e iv e d  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  New Y o rk  to  sen d  out c o p ie s  of good le a f le ts  *; 
done by  v a r io u s  c h a p te r s  so  th a t o th e r, c h a p te r s  c an  u se  th e m , l e a r n  f ro m  th e m  and 
p o s s ib ly  r e - w r i t e  th e m  fo r  u se  in  th e i r  s p e c if ic  a r e a s .  We th in k  th is  is  a  good id ea  
and a r e  b eg in n in g  w ith  th is  n e w s le t te r  w h e re  we a r e  e n c lo s in g  a le a f le t  put out by 
the C h icag o  c h a p te r  a ro u n d  the Jo e  B la n c o  c a s e  th ey  h av e  ta k en  up.

We w ill be sen d in g  out c h a p te r s ' l e a f le t s  in  the fu tu r e ,  and o th e r  c h a p te r s  sh o u ld  
no t lo o k  a t  th is  a s  a  m e c h a n ic a l o r  e a s y  w ay to  c o m e  up w ith  l e a f le t s .  In s te a d , we 
hope th a t  a  c i r c u la t io n  of good le a f le ts  c a n  p ro v id e  a  w ay  fo r  us to  l e a r n  f ro m  o th e r  
c h a p te r s ,  and th ro u g h  le a r n in g  f r o m  o th e r  c h a p te r s ' l e a f le t s ,  e n ab le  us to  p ro d u ce  
ev en  b e t te r  le a f le t s  fo r  o u r m a s s  w o rk . T he o rg a n iz a tio n  p ro d u c e s  h u n d re d s  of l e a f ­
le ts  a  y e a r ,  y e t the  m a jo r i ty  of c h a p te r s  n e v e r  s e e  the  le a f le ts  o th e r  c h a p te r s ’ a r e  
u s in g . If y o u r c h a p te r  h a s  w hat you th in k  is  a good le a f le t  - - a  le a f le t  w h ich  h a s  b een  
s u c c e s s f u l  in  y o u r m a s s  w o rk  - -  p le a s e  sen d  c o p ie s  to th e  N a tio n a l O ffice . If you a r e  
unab le  to  sen d  us a  b u lk  of 80 -1 0 0  le a f le ts  (w hich  w ould  be  p re fe ra b le ) ,  th en  sen d  us 
a  good , c l e a r  copy  of y o u r le a f le t  w h ich  we c an  re p ro d u c e . .Along w ith  c o p ie s  o f yo u r 
c h a p te r 's  le a f le t ,  the  .c h a p te r  sh o u ld  sen d  c o m m e n ts  on the s t r e n g th s  and w e a k n e s s e s  
of the  le a f le t .  We d o u b t th a t  any  c h a p te r  h a s  found th e  " p e r f e c t"  le a f le t ,  b u t th e re  
a r e  m an y  le a f le ts  w ith  m an y  s tro n g  p o in ts . The r e s t  of the o rg a n iz a tio n  sh o u ld  se e  
*hese on a r e g u la r  b a s i s .  So, sen d  us c o p ie s  of y o u r l e a f le t s ,  a long  w ith  a s u m m a ­
tio n  of the s u c c e s s  o f  the le a f le t ,  i t 's  w eak  p o in ts  w h ich  n eed  im p ro v in g  and it's- 
s t r e n g th s .  W e 'l l  th en  g e t th e m  ou t to o th e r  c h a p te r s ,  and th ro u g h  re f in e m e n t and 
r e - w r i t in g ,  we sh o u ld  be a b le  to  c o lle c t iv e ly  co m e  up w ith  le a f le ts  th a t  w ill do  a  b e t ­
t e r  job  of p u sh in g  fo rw a rd  o u r m a s s  w o rk .

C h icag o  C h a p te r  S u m m atio n  o f W o rk  A round  Jo e  B la n co  C a se

T he C h icag o  c h a p te r  h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  a ro u n d  the c a s e  of Jo e  B la n co , a  v e te r a n  
who h a s  b e e n  f ig h tin g  th e  VA to g e t 100% d is a b i l i ty  (se e  l a t e s t  i s s u e  of W IN TER 
SO L D IE R ). We f e l t  i t  w as im p o r ta n t  to  s h a r e  w ith  the r e s t  of the o rg a n iz a tio n  o u r  
s u m -u p  of o u r  w o rk  a ro u n d  the c a s e  and  the. n a tio n a l p ro g r a m . A s we c a r r y  the  
s t ru g g le  fo r w a rd  in  the  fu tu r e ,  we w ill be a b le  to  p r e s e n t  a  m o re  d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  
of o u r w o rk .

We won Jo e  to  s e e  th e  n eed  to  tak e  up the c a m p a ig n  a ro u n d  h is  c a s e  a s  w e ll a s  
Lhe c a m p a ig n  fo r  d e c e n t  b e n e f its  fo r  a l l  v e te r a n s .  S ince  th a t t im e , he  h a s  b e e n  g e t­
tin g  m o re  a c tiv e  in  le a f le t t in g  and  p lan n in g  fo r  a c tio n s  a t  the  VA. We w e re  a ls o  ab le  
to  in v o lv e  J o e  in  b r in g in g  out h is  f r ie n d s  and o th e r  v e te r a n s  f r o m  a GED (h igh  sch o o l 
e q u iv a le n c y  te s t)  c la s s  th a t  he is  a tte n d in g . T h e se  o th e r  v e ts  c a m e  to  the l a s t  a c tio n  
a t  the  VA and  a r e  in te r e s te d  in  w o rk in g  a ro u n d  J o e 's  c a s e  and the VA in  g e n e ra l .
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A t the l a s t  a c tio n  a t  the VA, the m il i ta n t  s ty le  we ad o p ted  r e a l ly  ex p o sed  the  
w e a k n e ss  of the VA. We w e re  a b le  to c a l l  ou t two s u p e r v is o r s  and  ja m  th em  in  su ch  
a  w ay th a t ex p o se d  the  re d  tap e  and  s ta l l in g  ta c t ic s  the VA t r i e s  to  pu t o v e r  on a l l  
v e ts .  E v en  th ough  we d id n ’t w in an y th in g  m a te r ia l ,  m an y  v e ts  c a m e  up to  us w hile  
we w e re  in  the VA and  u n ited  w ith  th e  fig h tin g  w ay o u r d e m an d s  w e re  p u t fo rw a rd .
So, ev en  though  the VA d id n 't  co m e up w ith  a n y th in g , a v ic to ry  w as won. W hile a t  
the  VAi we s t r e s s e d  the fa c t  th a t J o e ’s c a s e  w as ty p ic a l of the o p p re s s io n  v e ts  fac$  
and w e unfo lded  the  c r i s i s  of im p e r ia l i s m  a ro u n d  the  e x a m p le  of J o e 's  c a s e ,  p o in ting  
ou t who the  r e a l  e n e m y  is  beh in d  a l l  the  s u p e r v i s o r s .

We u sed  one s p o k e s p e rs o n  a t  the  a c tio n  who ja m m e d  th e  b u r e a u c r a ts  w h ile  the 
r e s t  of us k ep t an  eye  on the g u a rd s  and  ta lk e d  to  v e ts  and VA w o rk e r s .  We re fu s e d  
to a llo w  the  s u p e r v is o r  s id e t r a c k  us by  g e ttin g  a  few  peop le  in to  a  b a c k  ro o m  w h e re  
th ey  co u ld  te l l  th e i r  l ie s  in  p r iv a te .  T h e ir  r e f u s a l  to ta lk  to us a s  a  g ro u p  ex p o sed  
th e i r  f e a r  of us and  the  f a c t  th a t  they  h av e  n o th ing  c o n c re te  to  o f fe r  v e ts .

We a ls o  s u c c e s s fu l ly  u n ited  w ith  the  w o rk e rs  by  p o in tin g  out th a t we w e re  a f te r  
the  s u p e r v is o r s  w ho a c tu a lly  h av e  so m e  c o n tro l  o v e r  the  b e n e f i ts .  T h is  r e s u l te d  in 
so m e  good d is c u s s io n s  w h e re  VA w o rk e r s  po in ted  out c e r ta in  s u p e r v is o r s  who w e re  
lu rk in g  in  th e  sh ad o w s , as w e ll a s  h e lp in g  us w ith  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n .

We had  p re v io u s ly  b e en  m ak in g  the  e r r o r  of n o t r e a l ly  u n itin g  w ith  v e te r a n s  
a ro u n d  th e ir  d a y - to -d a y  o p p re s s io n ,  b u t in  ta k in g  up the c a s e  of Jo e  B la n co , we 
w e re  a b le  to tak e  out o u r  p ro g ra m  in  a  c o n c r e te  w ay th a t w ill  e n ab le  v e te r a n s  to  
b e c o m e  in v o lv ed  in  s t ru g g le .  In show ing  the w ay  fo rw a rd  in  u n itin g  and  fig h tin g  fo r 
d e c e n t  b e n e f its  fo r  a l l  v e te r a n s ,  and  in  e x p o sin g  the  VA a s  p a r t  o f the  s y s te m  of 
im p e r ia l i s m ,  we w e re  a b le  to  b u ild  a s m a l l ,  b u t  g ro w in g , m o v e m e n t of v e te r a n s .

W e 'v e ,m a d e  so m e  e r r o r s  in  the  c a m p a ig n  so  f a r .  W hile  th e  le a f le t  we used* 
to  b u ild  fo r  the c a m p a ig n  had  a  good m a s s  s ty le  (an a d v an c e  o v e r the  p a s t) , i t  r e ­
f le c te d  c e r ta in  r ig h t  te n d e n c ie s  by  no t d ra w in g  ou t the  g e n e r a l  le s s o n s  f ro m  J o e 's  
c a s e .  S p e c if ic a l ly , i t  sh o u ld  h av e  ta lk e d  ab o u t the  c r i s i s  of im p e r ia l i s m  in  the  c o n ­
te x t of w hat is  h ap p en in g  a t  the VA and i t  sh o u ld  h av e  had  m o re  of o u r p ro g r a m a -  
tic  d e m a n d s . T h is  w as an  o u t-g ro w th  of o u r " w h a te v e r  w o r k s " ‘a p p ro a c h  to  the  a c ­
tio n  w h ich  led  us to  go in to  the VA w ith o u t a  good id ea  of how we w e re  going  to  b r in g  
ou t o u r p ro g r a m  a ro u n d  th e  VA. V e te ra n s  th e re  a r e  lo o k in g  fo r  a l te r n a t iv e s  to  the 
o p p re s s io n  th ey  fa c e  and  they  w ant to s e e  w h a t we a r e  fig h tin g  fo r  in a m a s s  w ay 
(no t a le c tu r e  on s o c ia l is m , b u t  a  s e t t in g  fo r th  of o u r g e n e r a l  £.nd p a r t ic u la r  d e ­
m an d s  and  a w ay to  f ig h t b a ck ) . We n e ed  to  a p p ro a c h  v e ts  w ith  a  s e t  of d e m a n d s , 
a s t r a te g y  b a se d  on a s y s te m m a tic  a n a ly s is  of w h a t o p p re s s io n  th ey  s e e  and how 
they  c a n  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  i t .  We c a n 't  go b lin d ly  f ro m  one ta c t ic  to a n o th e r  —  th is  
c an  e a s i ly  le a d  to  r e f o r m is m  and o p p o rtu n ism .

T h is  te n d en c y  of p ra g m a tis m  a ls o  led  to the  e r r o r  of s e e in g  th is  c a s e  in  i s o la ­
tio n  f ro m  the o th e r  s t ru g g le s  v e ts  fa c e . We w an t to  b u ild  a v e ts  m o v e m e n t. To do 
th is ,  w e m u s t  u se  the " s in g le  s p a r k  can  s t a r t  a  p r a i r i e  f i r e "  m eth o d  of s p re a d in g  
s t ru g g le s  w id e ly  th ro u g h o u t the w o rk in g  c la s s  so  th a t v e ts  w ill ta k e  up the  f ig h t a -  
g a in s t  th e i r  own o p p re s s io n  a s  w e ll a s  the  o p p re s s io n  of o th e r s .  We fa ile d  to  ta k e  
the c a s e  ou t w id e ly  w ith  th is  in  m in d , and in  fa c t ,  ig n o re d  so m e  o th e r  v e ts ' s t r u g ­
g le s  w h ich  co u ld  h ave  b e e n  b u i l t  on. T h e  s t ru g g le s  of v e ts  m u s t be  f i r m ly  ro o te d  
in  the  w o rk in g  c la s s  and  we m u s t  tak e  th e  s p e c if ic  c a s e  and the  o v e ra l l  c am p a ig n  
out m o re  b ro a d ly  to  u n e m p lo y m e n t o ff ic e s  and  p la n ts , a s  w e ll a s  to  the  VA.
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VA H o r r o r  S to r ie s  (con t. )

We a l l  know  th a t th e  VA h a s  p ro b le m s . In o r d e r  to  "p u t a fa c e  on th e  e n e m y , " 
h o w e v e r , i t  is  u s e fu l  to  be a b le  to  d e a l in  th e  s p e c if ic s  o f th e  V A 's  t r e a tm e n t  of 
p e o p le - - th e  s a m e  p eo p le  i t  is  su p p o se d  to  be  s e rv in g . T h e  a r t i c l e  in  W in te r  S o ld ie r  
ab o u t th e  v e t  " lo s t"  in  an  e le v a to r  is  one e x a m p le  of how th e  VA o p e ra te s ;  chapters*- 
do ing  w o rk  a ro u n d  th e  VA by now  sh o u ld  have  a  s ta c k  of s im i la r  h o r r o r  s to r ie s .  T hey  
a r e  good to  h a v e - - a n d  w e co u ld  u s e  m o r e  o f th e m  h e re .

T he fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  w a s  w r i t t e n  in  J a n u a ry  by th e  NYC c h a p te r  o f VVAW /W SO 
d e ta i l in g  th e  c a s e  o f M s R u th  C la r k ,  an d  v iv id ly  p o in ts  o u t th e  n a tu re  of th e  VA in  i ts  
e n d le s s  p a p e rw o rk  an d  re d  ta p e ,  a l l  o f w h ich  is  d e s ig n e d  to  p re v e n t  any r e a l  s e r v ic e  
to  th e  p eo p le . M s C la rk ,  th e  w idow  of a  V ie tn a m  v e t ,  h ad  a p p lie d  fo r  s u r v iv o r s  b e n e ­
f i t s  f o r  h e r  tw o ch ild ren*  one  of w hom  had  r e c e n t ly  b e en  found  to  h av e  a s e v e re  bone 
d is e a s e .  T he c h ro n o lo g y  o f e v e n ts  in  th is  h o r r o r  s to ry  fo llo w s:

1. M s C la r k  o r ig in a l ly  a p p lie d  fo r  b e n e f i ts  f o r  h e r  c h ild re n  a t  th e  VA D is t r i c t  7 
O ffice , N o rth  C a ro l in a  D ep t o f V e te r a n s  A ffa ir s  on D ec 28 th , 1971. She g av e  th e m  th e  
ch ild ren *  s b i r th  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and  h e r  h u sb a n d s  d e a th  c e r t i f ic a te .  T he d o c u m e n ts  w e re  
r e tu rn e d  to  h e r  on F e b  10th , 1972 f ro m  th e  W in s to n -S a le m  VA R eg io n a l O ffice . W hen 
she  c a lle d  th e  VA sh e  w as  to ld  th a t  b e n e f its  h ad  b e e n  d isa llo w e d  a t  th a t  t im e  b e c a u s e  of 
th e  s iz e  o f th e  in s u ra n c e  p o lic y  w h ich  h ad  b e e n  le f t  to  th e  c h ild re n  by  th e i r  f a th e r ,  but 
th a t  h e r  c la im  w ould  r e m a in  a c tiv e  and  th a t  sh e  w ould  be  a b le  to  g e t b e n e f its  in  a p p ro x ­
im a te ly  one  y e a r s  t im e .

2. M s C la r k  b e lie v e d  th a t she  w ou ld  be n o tif ie d  w hen th e  t im e  p e r io d  w as u p , b u t
a f t e r  sh e  h ad  h e a r d  n o th in g  f r o m  th e  VA in  n e a r ly  a  y e a r  and  a  h a lf ,  sh e  a g a in  ap p lie d  
fo r  s u r v iv o r s  b e n e f i ts  fo r  th e  c h i ld re n  a t  th e  N ew  Y o rk  R eg io n a l VA in th e  s u m m e r  of 
1974, T h a t a p p lic a tio n  is  s t i l l  on f i le  a t  th e  New Y o rk  VA o ff ice . A t th e  in i t ia l  i n t e r ­
v iew  th e r e  sh e  w as to ld  th a t  th e r e  w ould  be  no p ro b le m  g e ttin g  b e n e f its  and  th a t she 
now  q u a lif ie d . She w as  a ls o  to ld  th a t h e r  h u sb a n d 1 s f i le  had  to  be g o tte n  b a c k  f ro m  the  
N o rth  C a ro lin a  VA w h e re  i t  had  b e e n  s e n t a t  th e  t im e  of h e r  o r ig in a l  a p p lic a tio n , and  
th a t  th is  w ould  ta k e  3 to  4 w e e k s . T h e - in te rv ie w e r  s a id  th a t  sh e  w ould  be  n o tif ie d  w hen 
th e  f i le s  c a m e  in . ,

3. In A u g u st o f 1974, h av in g  n o t h e a r d  f ro m  th e  VA she  w en t b a c k  to  th e  R eg io n a l 
O ffice  w h e re  sh e  w as  to ld  th a t  th e  f i le  w as no w h e re  a ro u n d . She w as a d v is e d  to  c a l l  
th e  W in s to n -S a le m  VA h e r s e l f  ( th is  i s  a  to l l  c a l l  w h ich  sh e  p a id  fo r  h e r s e l f ) .  On 9 /5 /
74 sh e  c a l le d  W in s to n -S a le m  and  w a s  to ld  th a t  th e y  co u ld  n o t f in d  th e  f i le  on  th e  c o m p u te r  
l i s t in g ,  b u t th a t  i t  m ig h t b e  m is f i le d .

4. T h a t d a y , sh e  c a l le d  th e  New Y o rk  R eg io n a l VA and  spoke to  a  M s B ann  in  
A d ju s tm e n ts  an d  to ld  h e r  o f h e r  c o n c e rn  ab o u t th e  m is s in g  f i le .  M s B ann p ro m is e d  
to  p e r s o n a l ly  lo o k  in to  th e  m a t te r  fo r  h e r .

5. Tw o d a y s  l a t e r ,  M s C la rk  r e c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  f ro m  MS B ann say in g  th a t  th e  
f i le  ahd  b e en  lo c a te d  and  w ould  b e  co m in g  in to  th e  New Y o rk  R eg io n a l o ff ice ,

6. M s C la rk  h e a r d  n o th in g  a f t e r  th is  u n t i l  sh e  a g a in  c a l le d  th e  VA and  spoke
to  a  R. O ffe r  (V e te ra n s  S e rv ic e  O ffic e r)  who s a id  h e  w ou ld  lo o k  in to  i t  p e r s o n a lly . S e ­
v e r a l  d a y s  l a t e r  she  re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  say in g  th a t  h e r  in q u iry  had  b een  fo rw a rd e d  to, th e  
W in s to n -S a le m  VA. T h is  w as th e  l a s t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  she  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  New Y o rk  
VA.
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7. On J a n  7 th , 1975, M s C la rk  a g a in  w en t to  th e  VA and spoke to  a M r S a b e r , 
w ho s a id  th a t  he co u ld  n o t lo c a te  M s B ann  o r  th e  f i le .  H e a ls o  s a id  th a t  he w ould  lo o k  
in to  i t  p e r s o n a l ly .  M s C la r k  h a s  h e a rd  no th in g  s in c e , . ,  .

P a le s t in ia n  S o lid a r ity  W eek

T he  fo llo w in g  is  a  sum nra ry  of th e  P a le s t in ia n  S o lid a r ity  W eek a c t iv i t ie s  in  New 
Y o rk  C ity  (M ay 15-18); th e  O ld W estb u ry  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO w as h e a v ily  in v o lv ed  
in  th e  p lan n in g  an d  w o rk  a ro u n d  th e  week* s a c t iv i t ie s .  W hat fo llo w s is  t h e i r  su m m atio n :

A te a c h - in  on th e  P a le s t in ia n  s tru g g le , H eld  M ay 15, 1975, b e fo re  o v e r  350 p eo p le  
a t  C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity  in  New Y o rk  C ity , m a rk e d  th e  lau n ch in g  of P a le s t in ia n  S o lid a r ity  
W eek. T h e  C uban  A m b a s s a d o r  to  th e  UN, th e  P . L , O. o b s e r v e r  a t th e  UN, a  C am b o d ian  
c o m r a d e » a  V ie tn a m e s e  s tu d e n t, and  a P a le s t in ia n  p r o f e s s o r  w e re  th e  f e a tu re d  sp e a k e rs . 
T h e  In d o c h in e se  c o m ra d e s  ta lk e d  abou t th e  c u r r e n t  s i tu a tio n s  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  coun ­
t r i e s ,  l in k e d  up  th e i r  own p e o p le ’ s s tru g g le s  f o r  n a tio n a l l ib e ra t io n  w ith  th a t  o f the  
P a le s t in ia n  p e o p le , and  e x p r e s s e d  th e i r  s tro n g  s o l id a r i ty  w ith  th e  P a le s t in ia n  p eo p le . 
T h e s e  c o m ra d e s  w e re  e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  re c e iv e d .

T he s p e a k e r s  a ls o  d e l in e a te d , in  d e ta i l ;  th e  ro le  o f Z io n ism  and  im p e r ia l i s m  in  
th e  M idd le  E a s t  and  s ta te d  th a t US im p e r ia l i s m  w ould  a tte m p t to  c o n so lid a te  i t s  p o w er 
b a s e  an d  in t e r e s t s  in  th e  a r e a  b e c a u s e  of th e  sh u sh in g  b io sw  d e a lt  i t  by th e  p eo p le  of 
In d o ch in a . N e v e r h te le s s ,  th e  P a le s t in ia n  and  A ra b  m a s s e s  w ill be  v ic to r io u s  o v e r  
im p e r ia l i s m - Z io n is m - r e a c t io n .  T he v ic to r ie s  in  C am b o d ia  and V ie tn am  a r e  v ic to r ie s  
f o r  th e  P a le s t in ia n  and o th e r  o p p re s s e d  and  f re e d o m -lo v in g  p eo p le  in  th e  w o rld .
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th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f so m e  P a le s t in ia n  c u l tu r e - - s o n g s ,  d a n c e s , r i tu a ls  an d  p o e try . S e ­
c u r i ty  w as tig h t an d  th e r e  w e re  no in c id e n ts  th a t  n ig h t.

On Sunday , M ay 18th, ab o u t 800 p eo p le  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a  s p i r i te d  and s tro n g  P a l e s ­
t in e  D ay M a rc h  and  r a l ly  in  th e  a r e a  n e a r  th e  UN. T he m a rc h  b eg an  a t D ag H a m m e rs jo ld  
P la z a ,  down 2nd A v e , to  42nd S t, up  3 rd  A v e , o v e r  to  1 st A ve, and  b a c k  to  th e  P la z a ,
T he  d e m o n s t r a to r s  s to p p ed  fo r  f if ten n  m in u te s  in  fjront o f th e  I s r a e l i  E m b a s s y  fo r  a  m i l i -  
tn a t  show  o f  s p i r i t e d  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  r a c i s t ,  e x c lu s io n is t  s ta te  of I s r a e l ,  H e re , th e  s lo ­
g a n s  " P a le s t in e  y e s ,  I s r a e l  N o ,"  "L ong  L iv e  P a l e s t i n e , ” "Down w ith  Z io n is m ,"  and 
"A D e m o c ra t ic ,  N o n - s e c ta r ia n  S ta te ” w e re  r a is e d .  Som e ten  p r o - I s r a e l i  m a r c h e r s  
s to o d  in  f ro n t  of th e  E m b a s s y , sh o u tin g  r a c i s t ,  v u lg a r  r e m a r k s ,  g iv ing  th e  f in g e r ,  
and  m a k in g  fo o ls  of th e m s e lv e s .  ■ • _

r S om e of th e  VVAW /W SO b r o th e r s ,  w ho w e re  a tte m p tin g  to  g ive  s tro n g  ta c t ic a l  
le a d e r s h ip  on s e c u r i ty  b e c a m e  th e  o b je c t of th e  w ra th  b u ilt  up  by the  cops to w a rd  th e  
d e m o n s t r a to r s .  T h e  p ig s  b eg an  to  p u sh  and  p ro v o k e  s e v e r a l  VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s ,  
bu t th e y  p u sh ed  b a c k  and  w e re  re a d y  to  b a t t le  th e  p ig s  who had r a is e d  th e i r  s t ic k s .
T he p ig s  w e re  s u c c e s s fu l  in  s p li t t in g  th e  m a r c h  a t one p o in t ( c ro s s in g  th e  b ig g e s t 
in te r s e c t io n )  b u t th is  w as th e  le a d e r s h ip s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  in  a llo w in g  i t  to  happen .

A t th e  r a l ly  c o u n tle s s  m e s s a g e s  of s o l id a r i ty  f ro m  e n d o rs in g  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w e re  
re a d . T h e  s ta te m e n t  f ro m  VVAW /W SO w as v e ry  w e ll re c e iv e d . Som e of th e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  
w h ich  e n d o re s e d  o r  s u p p o r te d  th e  a c tio n s  w e re  E r i t r e a n s  fo r  L ib e ra t io n s  in  N o rth  A m e r ­
ic a ,  A fr ic a n  Y outh M o v em en t, ISA, A fr ic a n  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e , C o n g re s s  o f A frik a n  
P e o p le , O c to b e r  L e a g u e , R e v o lu tio n a ry  S tu d en t B r ig a d e , th e  G u a rd ia n , L ib e ra t io n  
S u p p o rt M o v e m e n t- - E a s t  C o a s t, P u e r to  R ic an  S o c ia l is t  P a r ty ,  and su n d ry  unknow n and 
w e ll-k n o w n  T r o ts k y i te  g ro u p s  and  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  T h e re  w e re  m any  p ro g r e s s iv e  g r o u p s - - 
n o t l i s te d  h e r e - - w h ic h  su p p o rte d  th e  a c tio n s  a s  w e ll.

O p p o r tu n is m , in e x p e r ie n c e , and  re a c t io n  w e re  e v id e n t in  v a r io u s  w ay s. Som e 
p eo p le  p u sh ed  p e r s o n a l i ty  cu lt s lo g an s  (e. g. "L ong  L ive  A r a f a t” ) d e s p ite  th e  u n re s p o n ­
s iv e n e s s  o f th e  d e m o n s t r a to r s  to  su ch  s lo g a n s . T h e  le a d e r s h ip  w as l ib e r a l  in  i t s  d e a l ­
in g s  w ith  th e  c o p s , an d  th ey  re fu s e d  to  go to  th e  s t r e e t s  m u ch  e a r l i e r  th a n  we d id .
T he  c la s h  w ith  th e  p o lic e  p a r t ly  r e s u l te d  f ro m  th is  a tt i tu d e  and a c tio n  on th e  le a d e r s h ip s  
p a r t .

Som e of th e  b a n n e r s  c a r r i e d  d e m a n d s  ab o u t p o li t ic a l  p r i s o n e r s  in  I s r a e l  and J o r ­
d an ian  n a tio n a ls .  O th e rs  d e c la r e d  "L ong  liv e  P e o p le 1 s W ar, Long liv e  th e  P a le s t in ia n  
R ev o lu tio n , ”

O v e r a l l ,  d e s p ite  th e  e r r o r s  and  o p p o r tu n ism  of c e r ta in  e le m e n ts  in v o lv ed , it w as 
a good d e m o n s tra t io n  and  r a l ly .  A bout h a lf  o f th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w e re  A ra b s ,  w h ile  th e  
o th e r s  w e re  of v a r io u s  n a t io n a l i t ie s  (P u e r to  R ic a n s , D o m in ic a n s , E r i t r e a n s ,  B la c k s , 
e tc ) . T h is  w as not an a m a lg a m  of l e f t i s t  g ro u p s  an d  th e i r  s u p p o r te r s .  It w as A ra b  
m a s s e s  and  in te r e s te d  p eo p le  w ho m a d e  up  th is  d e m o n s tra t io n  and r a l ly .
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NSCM

T he N a tio n a l S te e r in g  C o m m itte e  M ee tin g  is  sch e d u le d  fo r  M ilw au k ee  on  th e  
3 rd  th ro u g h  7 th  of Ju ly . A ll c h a p te r s  sh o u ld  h av e  re c e iv e d  th e  in i t ia l  m a ilin g  f ro m  
M ilw au k ee  (m a ile d  on M ay 19th; a l l  re g io n a l  o ff ic e s  sh o u ld  h ave  re c e iv e d  th e  seco n d  
m a ilin g  (m a ile d  on M ay 24). P e o p le  who a r e  m is s in g  e i th e r  of th e se  m a ilin g s  sho u ld  
g e t in  to u c h  w ith  th e  NO im m e d ia te ly . A th i r d  m a ilin g  is  te n ta t iv e ly  sc h e d u le d  fo r  
Ju n e  13th,

E a c h  d e le g a tio n  sh o u ld  h av e  s e le c te d  one  d e le g a te  to  a tte n d  th e  ag en d a  m e e tin g  
un the  ev en in g  o f Ju ly  3; th is  m e e tin g  w ill  p ro p o s e  an ag en d a  fo r  th e  m e e tin g  and  
w o rk  out th e  d e ta i ls  o f lo g is t ic s  and s e c u r i ty  w h ich  have  no t a l r e a d y  b een  ta k e n  c a r e  
of by  th e  M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r .  S u g g e s tio n s  f o r  new  b u s in e s s ,  w o rk s h o p s , e tc  shou ld  
h a v e  b e e n  s e n t to  M ilw au k ee  (o r  phoned in) by now* if you h av e  id e a s  w h ich  h ave  no t 
b e en  g iv en  to  th e  M ilw au k ee  o r g a n iz e r s  f o r  th e  m e e t in g , do so im m e d ia te ly . A te n ta ­
tiv e  ag en d a  and  te n ta t iv e  w o rk sh o p  s c h e d u le  w ill  go ou t w ith  th e  n e x t m a ilin g  f ro m  
M ilw au k ee .

T he  NO is  in  fu ll  a g re e m e n t  w ith  th e  M ilw au k ee  c h a p te r  in  se e in g  th is  m e e tin g  
a s  c r u c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t .  F r o m  th e  r e p o r t s  of v a r io u s  re g io n a l  m e e t in g s ,  and  f ro m  
those, m e e t in g s  w h ich  w e h av e  a t te n d e d , w e can  se e  th e  q u a li ta tiv e  d if f e r e n c e  in m e e tin g  
w h ich  h av e  a s  t h e i r  g o a l, u n ity  a ro u n d  the  p ro g r a m  and  g o a ls  of b u ild in g  a  fig h tin g  
v e ts  .and GI m o v e m e n t. We a r e  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th e  sa m e  k in d  of m e e tin g  in  M il­
w au k ee .

T h ro u g h  r e p o r t s  f ro m  re g io n a l  m e e t in g s ,  w e h ave  found a n u m b e r  of q u e s tio n s  
and  to p ic s  o f d is c u s s io n  w h ich  w e a n tic ip a te  w ill be d is c u s s e d  f u r th e r  in  M ilw au k ee ,
A re  y o u n g e r  v e ts  s tay in g  aw ay  f r o m  th e  VA in  g r e a t e r  and  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s ?  Is 
/V A W /W S O  th e  r ig h t  o rg a n iz a t io n  to  b e  doing  u n e m p lo y m e n t w o rk ?  To w hat ex ten t 
have  v e ts  in te g r a te d  th e m s e lv e s  in to  th e  w o rk in g  c la s s ?  How shou ld  J o b s  o r  Incom e 
s lo g a n s  be r a i s e d  a t  th e  V A --o r  D e ce n t B e n e fits  be r a is e d  a t  th e  u n e m p lo y m e n t o ff ic e ?  
W hat ab o u t th e -n a m e  o f th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  now  th a t  th e  w a r  is  f in a lly  o v e r ?

T h e  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  c h a p te r  is  try in g  to  o rg a n iz e  a  c am p a ig n  a ro u n d  la te  c h e c k s  
(a s  a  r e s u l t  of th e  n u m b e r  o f p eo p le  who h av e  b e e n  b r in g in g  th a t p a r t i c u la r  p ro b le m  to  
th e  c h a p te r ) ;  th e y  a r e  in te r e s te d  in  fin d in g  o u t if  th e  VA sen d s  c h e c k s  la te  b e c a u se  
th e r e  is  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of s av in g  so m e  n ic k e ls  ( th ro u g h  in t e r e s t  p a y m e n ts )  o r  w h e th e r  
it  is  ju s t  r e d  ta p e  w h ich  h o ld s  th e  c h ec k s  up. Any w o rk  w h ich  h a s  b e en  done a ro u n d  
th is  i s s u e  an d  a  su m -u p  of th a t  w o rk  sh o u ld  be  b ro u g lf  to  M ilw aukee ; p eo p le  w ith  
in fo rm a tio n  now  sh o u ld  c o n ta c t th e  NYC c h a p te r .

'M a ilin g s  - - A r e  Y ou G e ttin g  T h e m ?

Tw o c h a p te r s  and  tw o re g io n a l  o ff ic e s  h av e  to ld  u s  th a t th e y  h av e  no t re c e iv e d  
th e  NO p a p e r  on th e  "T w o -L in e  S tru g g le "  w hich  w as m a ile d  f ro m  h e re  on M ay 3 1 st 
by  f i r s t  c la s s  m a il .  If th e r e  a r e  o th e r  c h a p te r s  w hich  have  n o t re c e iv e d  th o s e  d o c u ­
m e n ts ,  l e t  u s  know  im m e d ia te ly ;  w h ile  w e u n d e rs ta n d  th e  g e n e r a l  d e c a y  o f th e  p o s ta l  
s y s te m , w e* are  a ls o  a w a re  of v a r io u s  p eo p le  in te r e s te d  in o u r  m a ilin g s  and  n eed  to  
know  if  th e r e  is  a  p a t te r n  o f m e s s in g  w ith  th e  m a il .



N a tio n a l C o o rd in a to r  E le c tio n s

T h is  w ill  be  th e  l a s t  n o tif ic a tio n  b e fo re  the  NSCM  a s  to o u r know ledge of who 
is  ru n n in g  fo r  the  p o s itio n  of N a tio n a l C o o rd in a to r ,  and  who h as  d e c lin e d  n o m in a ­
tio n . T h e re  w ill b e  th r e e  p o s itio n s  open  a t  th e  Ju ly  NSCM . T hus f a r ,  the  on ly  p e r ­
so n  who h a s  d e f in ite ly  a c c e p te d  n o m in a tio n  is  B a r r y  R om o f ro m  R iv e r s id e ,  CA. 
T h o se  who h av e  o ff ic ia lly  d e c lin e d  n o m in a tio n  a r e  B r ia n  A d am s (of the  NO}, Bob 
A nyon (of D e n v e r , C o lo ra d o ) and W a lte r  K lim  (of M ilw au k ee , W isc o n s in ). The 
o th e r  tw o p eo p le  n o m in a te d  a r e  S am  S c h o r r  and P e te  Z a s tro w  (both  of the  NO) and* 
f in a l d e c is io n s  h av e  not b e e n  m ade  by th e m  y e t, though  i t  is  f a i r ly  c e r ta in  th a t P e te  
w ill ru b  a g a in  and  th a t S am  w ill n o t ru n .

VV^AW/WSO B u tto n s
t

T h e re  is  a  new  su p p ly  of o rg a n iz a t io n a l  b u tto n s  a t  the N a tio n a l O ffice . They 
a r e  e x a c tly  lik e  the m o s t r e c e n t  VVAW /W SO b u tto n s , w h ich  we r a n  out of a cou p le  
of m on th s  ago . S e v e ra l  c h a p te r s  have b e e n  re q u e s t in g  th e  b u tto n s , so  th is  is to  n o ­
tify  e v e ry o n e  th a t the b u tto n s  a r e  now h e r e .  T hey  c o s t  10£ e a c h  and  c h a p te r s  shou ld  
sen d  in  th e ir  p a y m en t a lo n g  w ith  th e i r  o r d e r .  If c h a p te r s  w an t us to b r in g  th e i r  o r -  
de«r of b u tto n s  to  the N a tio n a l S te e r in g  C o m m itte e  M ee tin g , le t  us know in  ad v an ce  
so  th a t we c an  be s u r e  to h av e  enough th e re .

W INTER SO LD IER  - - N o  C o lo r  th is  M onth

E n c lo se d  w ith  th is  n e w s le t te r  is  the  J u n e /J u ly  is s u e  of WS. D u rin g  the  p a s t  4 -  
5 m o n th s , o u r p r in t in g  sc h e d u le  h a s  g o tten  a l l  ja c k e d  ou t of sh ap e , p a r t ly  b e c a u se  
of a la c k  of m o n ey  and  p a r t ly  b e c a u s e  of an  e x tre m e ly  b u sy  tim e  in  the  NO. T h is  
h as  m e a n t th a t the l a s t  two i s s u e s  of the  p a p e r  have  b e e n  doub le  is s u e s  (A p ril/M a y  
and  J u n e /J u ly ) .  To g e t b ack  on s c h e d u le , we h av e  p r in te d  th is  m o s t  r e c e n t  is s u e  in 
e a r ly  Ju n e , w ith  the  n e x t i s s u e  going to  p r e s s  in  m id - J u ly  (a f te r  the NSCM ). H ope­
fu lly , a f te r  the  n ex t i s s u e  is  p r in te d , we can  m a in ta in  o u r s c h e d u le  of a m id -m o n th  
p u b lic a tio n  d a te , w h ich  w ill m e a n  th a t  the p a p e rs  w ill be g e ttin g  to  c h a p te r s  a t  the 
f i r s t  of e a c h  m on th .

I t  shou ld  be obv ious to  e v e ry o n e  th a t th is  m o n th 's  is s u e  of the p ap er, is  b la c k  
and w h ite . S e v e ra l  c h a p te r s  h av e  b e en  say in g  fo r  so m e  tim e  th a t the c o lo r  is  no t 
n e c e s s a r y  s in c e  it is an  added  e x p e n se  and d o e s n 't  m ake  any  d if fe re n c e  in te rm s  of 
s e ll in g  WS. We d id  no t have  a  p o s te r  th is  m o n th , so  d e c id e d  i t  would be  a  good tim e- 
to  t r y  a  b la c k  and w h ite  is s u e .  The c o s t  of the  p a p e r  w as c o n s id e ra b ly  c h e a p e r  a s  a  
r e s u l t .  C h a p te rs  sh o u ld  d is c u s s  the q u e s tio n  of c o lo r  on WS so  th a t we c an  ta lk  a -  

*bout th is  in the W IN TER SO LD IER w o rk sh o p  a t  the  n a tio n a l m e e tin g . T h e re  a r e  
m an y  th ings th a t  m u s t  b e  su m m e d  up ab o u t th e  n e w sp a p e r  a t  the  NSCM , and c o lo r  
w ill be  only  a  s m a l l  p a r t  of the d is c u s s io n .  H o p efu lly , the p a p e rs  y /ill r e a c h  the 
re g io n s  p r io r  to  the  NSCM so  th a t we c an  h av e  so m e  e x p e r ie n c e  in s e l l in g  the p ap ­
e r  to  go* in to  th is  d is c u s s io n  so  a s  to  m ak e  a b e t te r  d e te rm in a tio n  of w h e th e r  or 
n o t c o lo r  h e lp s  the  p a p e r ,  o r  w h e th e r  i t  is  u n n e c e s s a ry .
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C h a p te rs  can  a ls o  h e lp  in  re d u c in g  the c o s t  of the p a p e r  by o r d e r in g  a s te a d y  
n u m b e r  of p a p e r s ,  r a th e r  th an  f lu c tu a tin g  up and  dow n. One c h a p te r  o v e r  a  th re e  
m o n th  p e r io d  w en t f r o m  800 p a p e r s  to 2, 000 and b ack  to 800. W hile we a r e  happy 
th a t p e o p le  a r e  s e ll in g  the p a p e r ,  th e se  f lu c tu a tio n s  a r e  a b it c o s tly , c o n s id e r in g  
th a t b e c a u s e  of the up and dow n o r d e r s ,  we have  th is  m o n th  ab o u t tw ice  the n u m b e r 
of p a p e r s  we a c tu a lly  n e ed . SO P L E A S E  TRY AND K E E P  A STEA D Y  O R D ER .

IP C  L e t te r  -

T h o se  of you who re a d  the M ich ig an  F r e e  P r e s s  w ill have  n o ticed  th a t th e re  
is  a  s tru g g le  going on w ith in  the In d o ch in a  P e a c e  C am p aig n  a ro u n d  the d ire c t io n  
of th e i r  w o rk . One a s p e c t  of th a t s tru g g le  is  the 'e x p u ls io n ' of the New Y o rk  C ity  
c h a p te r  o f IP C ; a v e ry  p r o g r e s s iv e  p a r t  of the IP C . The g ro u n d s  fo r  th a t ex p u ls io n  
a r e  th a t th ey  have b een  'ta k e n  o v e r 1 by the R e v o lu tio n a ry  U nion, and th a t VVAW /W SO 
is  a  s h a m b le s  b e c a u s e  of the p a r t ic ip a t io n  of the RU in  th is  o rg a n iz a tio n . On th is  
b a s is ,  so  th e y  sa y , th ey  d o n 't  w an t the sa m e  th in g  to  h ap p en  to th e m .

We th in k  th is  is  p u re  b u lls h i t ,  and  we fe e l it im p o r ta n t  th a t  we re sp o n d  to 
th e s e  c h a r g e s  to  the lo c a l IP C  c h a p te r s ,  w h ile  no t m a k in g  th e i r  in te rn a l  s tru g g le s  
an  is su e  w ith in  o u r  o rg a n iz a t io n . B a s ic a l ly , o u r  r e s p o n s e  ju s t  d e a ls  w ith  the s la n ­
d e r s  p u t fo rw a rd  by th e i r  N a tio n a l S tan d in g  C o m m itte e , w h ich  in c lu d e s  the 'r a d ic a l  
p o p u l is t1 T om  H ay d en . E n c lo se d  w ith  th is  n e w s le t te r  is  o u r  re s p o n s e  and s e v e ra l  
r e p r in t s  f r o m  the F r e e  P r e s s ,  w h ich  p ro m p te d  u s  to w r i te .  T h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  
b e in g  s e n t to  a l l  the lo c a l IP C  c h a p te r s  and  to  you  fo r  y o u r in fo rm a tio n .
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E n c lo se d  w ith  th e  N e w s le t te r  a r e :  1. W in te r  S o ld ie r  2. M ay i s s u e  o f " In s id e /O u t"  
3, C h icag o  c h a p te r  le a f le t  4, L e t t e r  to  IP C  and a tta c h e d  r e p r in t s .  B u lk  o r d e r s  
o f W in te r  S o ld ie r  w e re  s e n t  o u t on Ju n e  12; GI NEW S sh o u ld  b e  in  th e  m a i l  on  Ju n e
18.
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