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In the h is to r y  o f the w orld , th ere  has been no g rea ter  m onth fo r  lib era tio n  
s tr u g g le s  than A p r il, 1975. The v ic t o r ie s - - f i r s t  in C am bodia and not quite two 
w eek s la te r  in South V ie tn a m --a r e  f ir s t  and fo r e m o st the v ic to r ie s  of the people  
of th ose  co u n tr ie s  who have been  fighting a g a in st c o lo n ia lism  and then im p er ia lism  
f o r  d eca d es. T hey are a lso  v ic to r ie s  for  a ll  the people o f the w orld , b eca u se  
the d e fea ts  su ffered  by US im p e r ia lism  in both C am bodia and V ietnam  have gone 
one step  fu rth er  tow ard w eakening that m o n ster  w hich o p p r e s se s  p eop le  in e v ery  
land,

VVAW /W SO and a ll o f its  m em b ers  have p layed a rea l part in that v ic to r y ,  
w hich  is  one o f the r ea so n s  why the lib era tio n  of C am bodia and V ietn am  take  
on a sp e c ia l s ig n ifica n ce  for u s . The days o f lib era tio n  have been m om en ts that 
m any o f u s have d ream ed  of for  y e a r s , but our contribution  to  th o se  v ic to r ie s  
cam e not fro m  the d rea m s but from  the c o n s is te n t  w ork w e , as an o rgan iza tion , 
have b een  doing around Indochina s in c e  we began in 1967. We have ce leb ra ted  and 
p artic ip a ted  in  v ic to r ie s  along the w a y --th e  end of the bom bing, the sign in g  of the 
a g r e e m e n ts , the end o f the US o ff ic ia l  com bat r o le - -b u t  the ev en ts  of the past 
m onth oversh ad ow  a ll of th ese . It is  a tim e  of jo y - - fo r  the In d och in ese , and for  
u s.

O ver the pa.st f iv e  y e a r s ,  we have held a num ber o f m ee tin g s  with rep re sen ta tiv e s  
from  the PRG  and the N ation al U nited F ron t in C am bodia. W hile they often stated  
th e ir  a p p rec ia tion  fo r  the support we w ere  g iv in g fo r  th e ir  ca u se  and th e ir  s tru g g le , 
th ey  c o n s is ten tly  pointed  out the need  for  us to ca rry  on the s tru g g le  aga in st im 
p e r ia lis m  h ere  in the US, It is  a tribu te to the p o lit ic a l w isd om  of the Indochinese  
that when w e fin a lly  cam e to u n derstan d  what th ey  w ere  te llin g  u s , w e have developed  

V into a v e ts  and GI o rg a n iza tion  which is  fo cu sin g  its  attack s on the sy ste m  of im p er 
ia l is m , and that the end of th e w ar in Indochina m ea n s that w e can ce leb ra te  w ith our 
co m ra d es  in Indochina and then go out to  continue our building and grow ing stru gg le  
h ere  at hom e.

In the nam e o f the o rg a n iza tio n , the N ation al O ffice  sent the fo llow in g  te leg ra m  
to  the R oyal G overnm ent of N ation al Union o f C am bodia (both in P ek in g  and in P a r is )

Doc_B00018



on A p ril 16th: C om rad es; With g rea t job and revo lu tion ary  ad m ira tion  we sa lu te  
and join  w ith  you  in ce leb ra tin g  the fin al lib era tio n  o f C am bodia fro m  the tra ito ro u s  
c liq u e  and the c lu tch es  o f US im p e r ia lism . F ro m  your m agn ificen t v ictory , w hich  
is  a v ic to r y  fo r  a ll  the p eop le  o f the w o r ld , w e draw  unbounded in sp ira tio n  and r e 
so lu tion  to h eigh ten  our com m on s tru g g le  a g a in st im p e r ia lism . F r a te r n a lly , 
VVAW /W SO.

On A p ril 29th , w e sen t the fo llow in g  te le g r a m  to th e  PRG: C om rad es:
Our joyfu l and revo lu tion ary  sa lu ta tion s on your g lo r io u s  v ic to r y . To each  and 
a ll o f the h e r o ic  f ig h te r s  for  freed o m  and independence we send our co m ra d ely  and 
d eep  ad m istra tio n . F rom  you r m agn ificen t exam p le  w e draw renew ed stren gth  
and in sp ira tio n  ta  continue our com m on stru g g le  to sm ash  U, S. im p e r ia lism .
In F r a te r n a l Joy , VVAW /W SO.

One of the th in gs w e fe e l  that the org a n iza tio n  should now be doing when talk ing  
about Indochina (in  addition  to countering so m e of the garbage that the stra igh t  

m edia  is  flood ing u s with) is  to draw the le s s o n s  from  what has happened th e r e 
to ,fbring the w ar h o m e” in te r m s  of pointing out that im p e r ia lism  a ffec ts  each and 
e v er y  one o f u s a ll  the t im e . We have tr ie d  to bring out som e o f th ese  id ea s  in the 
W inter S o ld ier  cen terfo ld  (w hich w as w ritten  b efo re  the fin a l lib era tio n  o f V ietnam ), 
A t the sam e t im e , it* s apparent that the US ruling c la s s  i s  con fu sed  about what 
p o sitio n  to  tak e around the ev en ts  in In do c h in a - - fo r  in s ta n ce , th e ir  a ttem p t to ta lk  
about the bloodbath w hich w as right around the co rn er  h a sn 't  gotten  o ff the ground. 
They have to adm it that it w as a d efeat and s e e m  to want to  try  to sw eep  the w hole  
20 y e a r s  under the n e a r e s t  rug. At the sam e t im e , h o w ev er , they are  looking tow ard  
th e  M iddle E a st to  se e  if  a w ar th ere  w o n 't  help  th em  s lith e r  out of the c r i s i s .

A s the ru lin g  c la s s  flou n d ers around try in g  to d ec id e  on ex a ctly  what lin e  they  
want to put out, th ere  has b een  a la r g e  am ount of in form ation  about Indochina in 
the p ap ers and on TV, P eo p le  w ith  som e know ledge o f the lib era tio n  fo r c e s  can 
u su a lly  read b etw een  the lin e s  su ffic ien tly  to figu re  out what is  a c tu a lly  going on.
Som e o f the m o re  u se fu l ite m s  w hich have com e into the N ation al O ffice  a r e  the 
"10 P o in t P o lic y  of the PRG R egarding N ew ly  L ib erated  A r e a s , tT and the "10 P o in t 
Code of Conduct fo r  C ad res and P e r so n n e l in N ew ly -L ib era ted  A reas. " B eca u se  
w e have not seen  th ese  rep rin ted  a s  y e t , and b e c a u se  they a re  u se fu l in  te r m s  of 
ta lk in g  about what is  happening in V ietn am , w e are  rep rin tin g  th em  h ere . T hey  
cam e out o ff ic ia lly  on A p ril 1st, 1975.

" 10-P o in t Code o f Conduct fo r  C ad res and P e r so n n e l in N ew ly -L ib era ted  
A r ea s  o f South V ietnam ,

1. F ir m ly  defend the revo lu tion ary  p ow er , a lw ays rem ain  v ig ila n t, be ready  
to  sm a sh  a ll sc h e m e s  o f  sab otage and op p osition  o f the enem y.

2, S tr ic tly  im p lem en t a ll p o lic ie s  o f the N ation al F ron t for  L ib eration  and 
a ll reg u la tio n s  is su e d  by the rev o lu tio n a ry  a d m in istra tion .
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3. Strengthen so lid a r ity  am ong v a r io u s  s tra ta  of the population , am ong the  
c a d r e s , com b atan ts and the p eop le . A c tiv e ly  m o b iliz e  the p eop le  to c a r r y  out a ll 
p o lic ie s  and u n dertak ings o f the F ron t and the rev o lu tio n a ry  ad m in istra tio n  in ord er  
to  prom ote con fid en ce and public en th u sia sm . Step up production  and fighting and 
co n so lid a te  th e  n e w ly -lib e r a te d  a r e a s  in a ll  f ie ld s .

4* R e sp e c t and p ro tect the l iv e s  and p rop erty  o f the p eop le . Do not take even  
a n eed le  and th read  fro m  the p eop le  and do not u se  the p e o p le 's  p rop erty  w ithout 
p e r m is s io n . Anyone who d am ages th e  people* s p rop erty  w ill be fined .

5. E n su re  the d em o cra tic  l ib e r t ie s  o f the p eo p le , r e sp e c t  the freed o m  of 
b e lie f  and the c u s to m s  and h ab its o f the p eop le .

6. P r o te c t  public  p ro p er ty , h is to r ic a l r e l i c s ,  cu ltu ra l and art w ork s and 
s c ie n t if ic  r e se a r c h  p r o je c ts ,

7 . A ll d o cu m en ts, p a p ers , w eap on s, p ro p er ty , m on ey and o th er ite m s  cap 
tured  fro m  the en em y m u st b e handed o v er  to the revo lu tion ary  ad m in istra tion . It 
i s  forbidden to d estro y  or  app rop riate th em  or to g ive  th em  to o th ers .

8. B e ex em p la ry  in o b serv in g  public o r d e r , a c tiv e ly  take part in check ing and 
undoing a ll  esp io n a g e  a c t iv it ie s ,  and p sy c h o lo g ic a l w a rfa re  m anipulation  o f the en em y, 
fu lly  o b se r v e  the reg u la tio n s con cern in g  d efen ce  a g a in st en em y s p ie s , keep  the 
s e c r e ts  of the rev o lu tio n , m o b iliz e  the p eop le  to ch eck  and sw eep  aw ay a ll  k inds
of depraved  and rea c tio n a ry  cu ltu re .

9. It is  forb idden  to  m ake a r r e s t s  and to sea rch  p e r so n s  or h o u ses  w ithout 
w arran ts from  the com p eten t a u th o r itie s . In c a s e  a p erso n  is  caught in the act of 
opposing the rev o lu tio n a ry  ad m in istra tio n  and the p eop le  by com m ittin g  such a c ts  
a s  sa b o ta g e , rob b ery , m u rd er , rap e , or  cau sin g  d istu rb a n ces  to public sec u r ity  
and o r d e r , he o r  sh e  m u st be a r r e s te d  and handed o v e r  im m ed ia te ly  to the r e sp o n 
s ib le  a u th o r itie s  fo r  tr ia l .

10. P r e s e r v e  the rev o lu tio n a ry  v ir tu es: in d u stry , th r ift , in teg r ity , and p u b lic - 
'm in d ed n ess. S tric t forb id dance o f a ll b eh av ior  harm ful to the p r e s t ig e  o f the r e 
volu tion .

•t *

D uring con tact w ith the p eo p le , the revo lu tion ary  ca d res  m u st o b se r v e  p o lite 
n e s s ,  m o d esty  and so lid a r ity . It i s  s tr ic t ly  forbidden to behave a rrogan tly  o r  to 
u se  c o er c io n .

A ll c a d r es  and p erso n n e l in the n e w ly -lib e r a te d  a r e a s  m u st s tr ic t ly  im p lem en t  
the 10-point code o f conduct m en tion ed  above. The o f f ic e r s  and com batants of the 
arm ed  fo r c e s  im p lem en t th e ir  own 10-point code of conduct. W hoever v io la te s  it 
w ill be s e v e r e ly  pu nished.

The peop le  should a s s i s t  the c a d res  and p erso n n e l in the c o r r e c t  im p lem en ta 
tion  o f the 10-p oin t code o f conduct.

South V iet N am , A p ril 1 st, 1975.
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" 10-P o in t P o lic y  o f the P r o v is io n a l R evo lu tion ary  G overnm ent o f the 
R epublic o f South V ie t N am  R egard ing N e w ly -L ib e ra ted  A r ea s . ft

T o p r e se r v e  and p rom ote the ga in s of the rev o lu tio n , n o r m a lize  the l if e  of 
the p eo p le , a c t iv e ly  safegu ard  and im p lem en t the P a r is  A g reem en t on V ietn am , and 
bring th e  South V iet Nam  revo lu tion  to new  and y e t  g r e a te r  v ic to r ie s ,  the PRG  
o f the R epublic of South V iet Nam  d e c la r e s  the fo llow in g  10-p oin t p o licy  con cern in g  
the a r e a s  r ecen tly  lib era ted :

1, T he com p lete  ab o lition  of the r eg im e  and a d m in istra tion  m a ch in ery , arm ed  
f o r c e s ,  a ll  o rg a n iza tio n s , a ll reg u la tio n s and a ll fo r m s  of r e p r e ss io n  and co erc io n  
of the puppet ad m in istra tio n . T he sp eed y  e sta b lish m en t o f the p e o p le 's  revo lu tion ary  
ad m in istra tio n  at a ll  le v e ls  in the n e w ly -lib e r a te d  a r e a s .

A ll the o ff ic e s  of the fo r m e r  puppet a d m in istra tion  w ill be taken o v er  by the  
revo lu tion ary  ad m in istra tio n . F u n ctio n a r ie s  under the puppet a d m in istra tion  m u st  
s e r io u s ly  o b se r v e  a ll the lin e s  and p o lic ie s  o f the PRG.

A ll rea c tio n a ry  p a r tie s  and oth er p o lit ic a l o rg a n iza tio n s w hich co lla b o ra ted  
w ith the en em y w ill  be d is so lv e d .

.2, The a ch iev em en t o f d em o cra tic  fr e ed o m s for  the p eo p le , and o f eq u ality  
betw een  the s e x e s .

T he gu a ra n tees  of freed o m  of b e lie f  and o f un ity and eq u ality  of r e lig io n s . The 
p e o p le 's  freed o m  fo r  r e lig io u s  w o rsh ip  sh a ll be resp ected ; pagodas and ch u rch es, 
holy s e e s  and te m p le s , sh a ll be p ro tected .

3. T he im p lem en ta tion  of a p o licy  o f g rea t n ation al u n ity , n ational reco n c ilia tio n  
and con cord , and op p osition  to the a g g r e s s iv e  im p e r ia lism . The s tr ic t  p roh ib ition
of a ll a c tio n s  lik e ly  to g ive  r is e  to d isc o r d , h atred  o r  m istr u c t am ong the peop le  or  
am ong the v a r io u s  ethnic grou p s.

A ll p eo p le , r ich  or p o o r , and ir r e s p e c t iv e  of n a tio n a lity , r e lig io n , o r  p o lit ic a l  
ten d en cy , m u st un ite in m utual a ffection  and a s s is ta n c e  fo r  the build ing o f the l i 
b erated  zone and fo r  a new  l i f e  in h ap p in ess. *

M inority  n a tio n a ls  are  equal in a ll  r e s p e c ts  to  th e ir  fe llo w -co u n try m en  of the 
m a jo rity  ethn ic group. D evoted  a s s is ta n c e  w ill  be provided  to them  to d evelop  th eir  
econ om y and cu ltu re  and im p rove th e ir  liv in g  con d ition s,

4. A ll p eop le  liv in g  in the lib era ted  zone a re  fr e e  to c a rr y  on th e ir  occu p ation s. 
They a re  duty-bound to help  m ain ta in  law  and o r d e r , and to support the revo lu tion .

The p e o p le 's  revo lu tion ary  a d m in istra tio n  sh a ll f ir m ly  and in good tim e  d ea l 
w ith a ll s c h e m e s  o r  a c tio n s of sa b o ta g e , o r  co u n ter -a tta ck s  by the enem y. S ev ere  
punishm ent w ill be g iven  to e lem en ts  engaged  in a c t iv it ie s  a g a in st th e  revo lu tion ary  
a d m in istra tio n , a g a in st law  and o r d e r , a g a in st the l iv e s ,  prop erty  or honor of the 
p eo p le , or  a g a in st public prop erty  in the cu stod y  of the revo lu tion ary  a d m in istra tion .

5. The p rop erty  le ft  by the puppet ad m in istra tio n  w ill  be m anaged by the  
PRG.

6. A ll in d u str ia l e s ta b lish m e n ts , a ll  han dicraft sh o p s , a l l  e sta b lish m en t of 
tra d e , tra n sp o rt and co m m u n ica tio n s, and a ll o th er  public fa c i l i t ie s  m u st continue to 
op era te  to s e r v e  the n ation al econ om y and the p eop le  in th e ir  everyd ay  l i f e .

A ttention  w ill  be paid to the r es to ra tio n  o f the production  and to  the n o r m a liz a 
tion  of the l if e  o f the p eo p le . Job s w ill be p rov id ed  to the un em ployed and to  other  
p eop le  cap ab le  o f w orking.

B u s in e ss  a s so c ia t io n s  a re  guaranteed  to keep th e ir  o w n ersh ip , arid a re  a llow ed  
to continue toqperate th e ir  b u s in e s s e s  in the in te r e s t s  o f th e  nation  and the peop le .

D evoted  c a r e  w ill be g iven  to orp h an s, the d isab led , and the aged.
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7. E n cou ragem en t w ill  be g iven  to fa r m e r s  to reh a b ilita te  and d eve lop  a g r ic u l
tu ra l prod u ction , and to  f ish in g , sa lt-m a k in g  and fo r e s tr y  e n te r p r is e s . E n cou rage
m ent w ill  b e g iven  to the o w n ers o f in d u str ia l p lan tation s and o rch a rd s to continue  
to do b u s in e s s .

8. A ll cu ltu ra l, s c ie n t if ic  and tech n ica l e s ta b lish m e n ts , sch o o ls  and h o sp ita ls  
w ill open again  to s e r v e  the p eop le . A ll a g e n c ie s  in s e r v ic e  o f the rea c tio n a ry , 
d ecad en t, en s la v in g  cu ltu re  of the U. S, im p e r ia lism  and the puppet ad m in istra tion  
w ill be s tr ic t ly  banned.

9. T he s tr ic t  im p lem en ta tion  of th is  p o licy  adopted on M arch 25 , 1975, by 
the PRG: a ll  puppet o f f ic e r s  and s o ld ie r s , p o lice m e n , d isab led  s o ld ie r s , v e tera n s  
and c iv i l  ser v a n ts  who le a v e  the enem y ranks and com e to the lib er a te d  zo n e , o r  who 
stay  in the lib e r a te d  a r e a s  and rep ort th e m se lv e s  to the revo lu tion ary  ad m in istra tion  
in s tr ic t  con fo rm ity  w ith the reg u la tio n s of the revo lu tion ary  a d m in istra tio n , w ill  
r e c e iv e  a s s is ta n c e  to ea rn  th e ir  liv in g , to go h om e, o r , if  they w ish , to se r v e  in the 
new  r eg im e  a ccord in g  to th e ir  c a p a b ilit ie s . T hei r m e r ito r io u s  a c tio n s  w ill be rew ard ed , 
but th o se  who w ork  a g a in st the revo lu tion  w ill  be s e v e r e ly  punished. C r im in a ls  who 
have s in c e r e ly  rep en ted  w ill  be pardoned.

10. T he l iv e s  and p rop erty  or fo re ig n  r e s id e n ts  w ill  be p ro tected . A ll fo re ig n  
r es id e n ts  m u st r e s p e c t  the in d ep en d en ce, and so v ere ig n ty  of V iet N am , and m u st 
s tr ic t ly  o b se r v e  a ll  regu la tion s and p o lic ie s  o f the revo lu tion ary  ad m in istra tion .

F o r e ig n  r e s id e n ts  who w ish  to contribu te to the South V ie tn a m ese  people* s 
stru g g le  fo r  in d ep en d en ce, freed om  and nation al co n stru ctio n  a re  w elco m ed .

South V ie t N am , A p r il 1 st, 1975
& % ijc ife
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General Information

B aild  for A rm ed F o r c e s  D ay - -  May 17th!

On M ay 17th, VVAW/WSO ch ap ters in at le a s t  four m ajor lo ca tio n s are  plan
ning a c t iv it ie s  including d em o n stra tion s on A rm ed F o r c e s  D ay. T h ese  a c t iv it ie s  
w ere  approved and p a ssed  as part of the N ation al GI P rogram  at the St. L ouis NSCM 
in D ecem b er , 1974.

A rm ed F o r c e s  Day has tra d itio n a lly  been a day when the US war m achine has 
ro lled  out its  hardw ard and troops for a grand show of m ilita r y  stren gth  intended to 
send q u iv ers  of fea r  through the p eop les of the w orld  and show them  that the US m il i 
tary  is  s t i l l  top dog. S in ce 1970, G Is, v e ts , and other peop le  have been  d em o n stra 
ting on A rm ed F o r c e s  D ay at m ilita r y  in sta lla tio n s  around the w orld . T h ese  d em on 
stra tio n s  w ere  organ ized  in opp osition  to continued US p r esen ce  and in vo lvem en t in 
Indochina a s  w e ll a s  a g a in st the o p p ressio n  that GIs faced  everyd ay  a s  th eir r e s i s 
tance to the w ar, r a c ism  and the r e p r e s s io n  of the m ilita ry  took on m ore  and m ore  
m ilita n t fo r m s . W ith the d efea t of im p e r ia lism  in Indochina, the m ilita ry  and their  
b o s s e s  w ill be looking forw ard  to A rm ed F o r c e s  Day to b o o st th eir injured pride  
and gettin g  the m ach in ery  o iled  up for  an im pending w ar - -  probably in the M iddle 
E a st.

With the p r e se n t w orld  situ ation  in m ind, the dem ands that VVAW/WSO w ill 
be r a is in g  on a national le v e l are:

(1) WE WON'T FIGHT ANY IM PERIALIST WARS!
(2) CELEBR A TE THE VICTORY OF THE INDOCHINESE PE O P L E !
(3) SUPERPOW ERS, HANDS O FF THE MIDDLE EAST!

A d d ition ally , lo c a l d em o n stra tio n s w ill be r a is in g  dem ands b ased  on s tru g g le s  
w here d a y -to -d a y  GI organ iz in g  is taking p la ce . Other dem ands for  the d em o n stra 
tions are  from  the N ational GI P rogram :

(1) End A il R a c ia l O p p ression !
(2) End O p p ression  of W om en in the M ilita ry !
(3) D em o cra tic  R ights for  G Is/A b o lish  the UCMJ!
(4) End the U se  of GIs a s  S tr ik eb rea k ers  and R iot C ops!

L ocation s for  d em o n stra tio n s that the N ation al O ffice has been  notified  of 
at th is point are:

H ighway 13 - VVAW/WSO at F t. M eade in  the DC area
San D ieg o  VVAW/WSO in San D ieg o .fo r  the south ern  C aliforn ia  area
T acom a VVAW /W SO at F t. L ew is for  the T a co m a -S ea ttle  a rea
L ib erated  B a rra ck s  - VVAW/WSO for the H awaii a rea

If other ch ap ters or  reg io n s  are  planning d em o n stra tio n s and have not yet 
notified  the N ational O ffice , p lea se  do so  im m ed ia te ly  so  that we can coord inate  
the a c tio n s .
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A ll reg io n s and ch a p ters  a re  en cou raged  to attend th ese  d em on stra tion s when  
and w here p o ss ib le . If ch ap ters cannot attend the m ajor d em o n stra tio n s, they  
should co n sid er  sen d ing  a coup le of r ep re sen ta tiv e s  from  the reg ion  an d /or  chapter  
to th ese  a c tio n s . If the d em on stra tion  is  a long d is ta n ce , g eo g ra p h ica lly , the ch ap 
ters  could fin ance th ese  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s .

We stro n g ly  urge ch ap ters who cannot attend the d em o n stra tio n s to plan a c t iv 
it ie s  around the date of the d em o n stra tio n s, uniting w ith lo c a l p r o g r e ss iv e  fo r c e s  
for th ese  a c t iv it ie s .  Som e su g g ested  a c t iv it ie s  are:

(1) The s tru g g le  to throw m ilita ry  r e c r u ite r s  - -
A. Off ca m p u ses
B . Our of U nem ploym ent o ff ic e s
C. Out of the VA {so m etim e s  the VA te l ls  v e ts  the only  job they can  

get is  to r e -e n lis t )
{2) The s tr u g g le s  to throw KOTC off ca m p u ses  and out of high sch o o ls
(3) In itiating  or fo llow in g  up on w ork  w ith N ation al Guard a n d /o r  R e se rv e  

units m eetin g  on the w eekend of M ay 17th and 18th.
(4) In itia ting  or fo llow in g  up on w ork at m ilita r y  in s ta lla tio n s  w here lit t le

or no w ork has gone on b e fo re .

If your chapter d oes have an action  on A rm ed F o r c e s  D ay, p lea se  send a r e 
port of a c t iv it ie s  and a su m m ation  of w ork to the N ation al O ffice a s  qu ick ly  as p o s s i 
b le  (accom pan ied  by photos - -  b lack  and w hite on ly). A dditional co p ie s  of GI NEWS 
as w e ll a s  the GI sec tio n  of WINTER SOLDIER a re  a v a ila b le  for this day(s) of a c t i
v it ie s .

DEM ONSTRATE ON ARMED FORCES DAY - -  MAY 17th! !

Lawton T r ia l A lm o st C oncluded

T here is  an up-date on G ary L aw ton's tr ia l in the en c lo se d  is s u e  of WINTER 
SOLDIER. S in ce that a r t ic le  w as w ritten , the d e fen se  h as re s te d  its  c a se  {done on 
May 1st) and the w eek  of May 5th w ill be sp en t w ith reb utta l w itn e s se s  and c lo s in g  
a rg u m en ts. The c a se  w ill probably go to ju ry  la te  during the w eek  of the 5th and 
a v e r d ic t  is  exp ected  to be in e ith er  that w eek  or e a r ly  the fo llow ing  w eek {week of 
the 12th). C hapters should be prepared  for the v e r d ic t  and im m ed ia te ly  b eg in  p lan
ning d e m o n stra tio n s, p ick et l in e s ,  and h op efu lly , c e leb ra tio n s  of the v ic to r y . The 
N ational O ffice w ill notify reg io n a l o ff ic e s  of the r e su lt  of th is third tr ia l im m ed ia te 
ly  a fter  the v e r d ic t  is  known, and reg io n a l o ff ic e s  should then notify ch a p ters .

The R iv e rs id e  P o lit ic a l P r is o n e r s  D efen se  C om m ittee  f e e ls  that the ch an ces  
for an acq u itta l in th is third tr ia l a re  good, and at w o r se , the ju ry  would be hung 
again . B ec a u se  o f the in c r e a se d  ex p o su re  of the r a c is m  and r e p r e s s io n  in volved  in 
G ary's  s tru g g le  for freed o m  and the r id icu lou s show put on by the p rosecu tion  in  
the co u rtro o m , the ch an ces  for co n v iction  are  m in im a l. A lso , the s tru g g le  in  the 
R iv e r s id e  com m u nity  around L aw ton's s tru g g le  is  grow ing, a s  is  the figh t a g a in st  
p olice  r e p r e s s io n  in co m m u n ities  around the country. T his is what w ill r e a lly  free  
G ary Law ton! We hope that a v ic to r y  in this s tru g g le  w ill soon be known and again , 
W A W /W SO  ch ap ters should be prepared  to respon d  to w hatever the r e s u lt  of th is  
third tr ia l  i s .  FR E E  GARY LAWTON! FR E E  US A LL!
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FB I Inform ant U ncovered  in B uffalo C hapter -

By now a ll reg io n s  and ch ap ters should have r ec e iv ed  in form ation  on the exp osu re  
of M ary Jo Cook as a paid FBI inform ant in the B uffalo C hapter of VVAW/WSO. A s a 
m em b er  of VVAW /W SO she a ls o  su cceed ed  in p en etratin g  the A ttica  B ro th ers  D efen se  
/O ffen se  C om m ittee  w h ere  she supplied the FBI w ith  e x te n s iv e  in form ation  on the in 
ternal d efen se  s tr a teg y  of the A ttica  B ro th ers . S in ce in form ation  on th is m a tter  has 
been  ca rr ied  in the A p ril-M a y  is su e  of WINTER SOEDIER and in a sp ec ia l m a ilin g  
sen t out by the N Y /N J  Regional. O ffice to a ll reg io n s and ch ap ters there is  no need to 
deal w ith  it in th is  n e w s le t te r . (If you have not rece iv ed  e ith er  of th ese  m a te r ia ls ,  
con tact the N ational O ffice or  the N Y /N J R egional O ffice and w e l l  get them  to you.)

It is  su ffic ien t to say  that M ary Jo Cook, under the d irec t su p erv isio n  of the R e 
gional FB I o ffice  in B uffalo , su cceed ed  in doing VYAW/WSO great harm  by prom oting  
in tern a l d iv is io n s  and co n flic t w ith  the organ ization ; in addition to provid ing the FBI 
w ith e x te n s iv e  rep o rts  of a ll a sp e c ts  of our o rg a n iza tion a l l i f e .  In a ta c tic  a lm o st  
id en tica l to that u sed  by another FB I agent attack ing VVAW/WSO - -  Joe  Burton - -  
of T am pa, FJL, around the b ase and fo cu s  of the organ iza tion  as  a springboard from  
w h ich  she launched h er  sp littin g  and w reck in g  a c t iv it ie s .  T h ere  is  one v ery  b a sic  
le s s o n  w e m u st le a r n  from  th is . That is  that our e n e m ie s  - -  w hether it is  the FB I, 
sta te  or lo c a l p o lic e , m ilita r y  in te llig en ce  a g e n c ie s  or  any other to o ls  of the im 
p e r ia lis t  s ta te  - -  w ill u se  any ta c tic , no m a tter  how s lim e y  or  v ic io u s , to d estro y  
our organ ization ; to d e s tr o y  the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  m ovem en t. And they w ill attack  us  
in th is m an n er at ea ch  and e v er y  a v a ilab le  opportunity. We do not have the luxury  
of a llow in g  any n aive il lu s io n s  about th is . It is  a b a s ic  fa c t of l i f e .
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By fu lly  grasp in g  the true nature of, our en em y, and knowing beforehand the u t
ter ly  r u th less  and brutal ta c t ic s  he w ill u t iliz e  g iven  the opportunity, we a re  in  a 
m uch b e tter  p o sitio n  to defend o u r s e lv e s . By e x e r c is in g  con stan t v ig ile n c e  and a l 
w ays o r ien tin g  o u r s e lv e s  on the b a s is  of p o lit ic a l l in e  to the var iou s q u estio n s a r i s 
ing in our organ iza tion , w e w ill  be able to d r a s t ic a lly  l im it  the opportunity for  the 
v a r io u s agen ts of r ea c tio n  to e a s i ly  w reck  and sp lit  u s fro m  w ith in . The b e tter  ou rl 
un derstan d ing  of the p o lit ic a l n eed s of the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  m o v em en t, the m o re  d if 
f ic u lt  it w ill be fo r  such  agen ts a s  M ary Jo Cook, Joe  B urton or B ill L em m er to m is  
lea d , confu se and d iv id e  p eo p le . The m o re  in ten se  the stru gg le  around p o lit ic a l 
q u estio n s w ith in  VVAW /W SO b eco m es the m o re  v ig ila n t we m u st be in b asin g  our  
d e c is io n s  on the b a s is  of p o lit ic a l lin e  and not on the b a s is  of p erso n a l fr ien d sh ip s  
or su b jectiv e  op in ions fo r  th is is  p r e c is e ly  the tim e when a c le v e r  agent can m o st  
s u c c e s s fu lly  sp lit  and w reck  u s fro m  w ith in .

Scott C am il Incident

R ecen tly , the NO has r e c e iv e d  a num ber of in q u ir ie s  as to what VVAW /W SO  
w as doing, if  anything, around the recen t shootin g  and a r r e s t  of S cott C am il, an e x -  
VVAW/WSO m em b er  from  F lo r id a . C a m il, one of the G a in esv ille  8, w as rep orted ly  
shot by n a r c o tic s  agen ts when he attem pted  to s e l l  them  a quantity of co ca in e . At 
p resen t, he is  under a r r e s t  and recu p era tin g  fro m  h is wounds.

We as an organ iza tion  have taken no fo rm a l p osition  on th is m atter  and fe e l  
it would be in c o r r e c t  to do so . VVAW/WSO is  a POLITIC AT* organ ization  and has  
no b u s in ess  w h a tso ev er  involv ing  i t s e lf  in th is  kind of c a s e . A s a defendant in  the 
tr ia l of the G a in esv ille  8, C am il played an ex ceed in g ly  d iv is iv e  ro le  in VVAW/WSO  
and con tin u ally  underm ined the n ational organ iza tion . The day of the acq u itta l of 
the G a in esv ille  8, he res ig n ed  fro m  the organ iza tion  and has s in ce  m ade a num ber  
of public denu nciation s of it . M oreover , he has co m p le te ly  rem oved  h im se lf  from  
any and a ll  p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity  s in ce  then. H is p ra c tice  has m ore than d em on strated  
his op p osition  to the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  m ovem en t.

We m u st a lw ays m ake our d e c is io n s  b ased  on a p o litica l a n a ly s is  of what w ill 
b e s t  m ove the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  s tru g g le  forw ard . G iven our lim ite d  r e s o u r c e s , it 
is  c le a r  that we m u st apply them  w here they w ill obtain the b e s t  r e s u lt s . In term s  
of the p resen t in c id en t surrounding S co tt C am il, it is  obvious that there are  l i t e r a l 
ly  hundreds of p o litica l d e fen se  e ffo r ts  that would take p reced en ce  over  any p o ss ib le  
d efen se  of C am il. T his la s t  point is  m ade doubly c le a r  when w e r e a liz e  that a t b e s t  
we have only v ery  inadequate in form ation  con cern in g  the fa c ts  of the shooting and 
a r r e s t . U n le ss  it w as p er fec tly  c le a r  that the w hole thing was a fra m e-u p , we 
would be doing VVAW/WSO and the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  m ovem en t g rea t harm  by tak 
ing up a c a se  in volv in g  the p o ss ib le  sa le  of hard n a r c o tic s .

G erry  Condon T hreaten ed  w ith  A r r e s t  -

G erry  Condon, fro m  AMEX M agazine and the T oronto A m erica n  E x ile s  A s s o c i 
ation , who is  p r e se n tly  on a speaking tour in the South w as threatened w ith  a r r e s t  la s t  
w eek . G erry , speak ing on behalf of a cam paign  fo r  u n iv er sa l and unconditional a m 
n esty  and the right to r e s is t  im p e r ia lis t  w a r s , has had a m ilita r y  'ta i l1 on h im  for  
th ree w e e k s .
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The o ff ic e r  in  ch arge of AWOLs and d e s e r te r s  at F t. B enj. H a rriso n , Indiana 
tried  p r e ssu r in g  the FB I to m ake an a r r e s t  in ord er  to get G erry  in ja il fo r  the two 
y ea rs  he w as sen ten ced  to fo r  refu s in g  o r d e rs  to go to V ietnam . An u n d isc lo sed  
so u r ce  found out that the FBI refu sed  to a r r e s t  h im  on the grounds that it would 
c re a te  bad p u b lic ity  s in ce  G erry  has found a lo t of support around the country a s  a 
r e su lt  of h is  speak ing  tour. At the p resen t tim e the Pentagon  is  rev iew in g  h is  c a se ,  
w hich  m ean s they have to m ake a d e c is io n  of w heth er  they want to a r r e s t  h im  or  to 
drop the c h a r g e s . T hey a r e  supposed  to have a d e c is io n  by the end of th is w eek .

R ight now G erry  is  speaking in T ex a s , at a M ay Day ce leb ra tio n  in H ouston.
One of the sp o n so rs  of th is ce leb ra tio n  is  the VVAW/WSO chapter th ere . W hether  
or not the Pentagon d e c id e s  to a r r e s t  h im , it is  im portant that G erry  r e c e iv e  m a ss  
support fo r  h is  c a se  and fo n u n iv e r sa l and unconditional a m n esty . Any chapter that, 
would lik e  to have G erry  com e speak, should con tact D ee Knight at the NCUUA o ffice  
in New Y ork - -  NCUUA, 235 E . 49th S treet #11, NYC NY 10017; or  telephone (212) 
6 8 8 -8 0 9 7 .

A s m any c e le b r a tio n s  m ark in g the lib era tio n  of Indochina a re  taking p la ce , it 
w ould be a good idea  to lin k  th is c e leb ra tio n  w ith  the need for u n iv er sa l and u n con dition
al a m n esty . Having G erry  speak  would be one good way to bring th is out.

amnesty

★ SIMIE TW MSOMMEFN ML HITS ,
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State D epartm ent R e fu ses  to A llow  PRG R e p r esen ta tiv e s  into the US -

The US State D epartm ent has refu sed  to a llo w  M adam es Phan Thi M inh and 
Pham  Thanh Van of the R evo lu tion ary  G overnm ent of South V ietnam  to en ter  the 
country to take p a rt in Internation al W om en's Y ear ev en ts  being held at the United  
N ations on M ay 7, 8 and 9. The r ea so n s  for  re fu s in g  them  v isa s  i s  due to som e  
rea c tio n a ry  law  sta tin g  that p eop le who a r e  m e m b er s  of or  a ffilia ted  w ith  com m un- l  
is t  o rg a n iza tio n s a r e  not a llow ed  in  the US.

M adam es M inh and Van req u ested  to spend 3 days at the m e e tin g s  and 10 days  
ta lk in g  to the A m e r ica n  p eop le  about the R evo lu tion ary  G overnm ent and the s tru g g le s  
of the V ie tn a m ese  p eo p le . W hile the o r ig in s  and intent of the US in sp ired  In ternation al 
W om en’s Y ea r  is  q u estio n a b le , w e fe e l  that the 10 days planned for  talk ing to the 
A m erica n  p eop le  could be a valuab le tool in un derstan d ing  the recen t ev en ts  in  V ie t
nam .

The W om en’s In tern ation al L eague for  P ea ce  and F r e ed o m  req u ested  that a ll  
o rg a n iza tio n s dem and of the US State D epartm ent to a llo w  th ese  two h ero ic  w om en  
v is a s  to en ter  the US. The national o ffice  sen t a le t te r  doing th is . W hile it is  p r o 
bably too la te  fo r  you to do lik e w is e , w e b e lie v e  that it would be okay to send a  le t te r  
anyw ay, le ttin g  th ese  p eop le  know that we w ant r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  of the RG to be allow ed  
en try  into the US in th efu tu re  so  that we can le a rn  fro m  the V ie tn a m ese  and not the N ew  
York T im e s  about w hat l if e  is  lik e  in  the lib era ted  V ietnam .

L ette r s  to the e n e m ie s  in  the US State D epartm ent should be sen t to: R obert 
S. I n g e r so il, D eputy S e c r e ta r y  of S tate , US State D epartm ent, W ashington DC 20520.

C hicago T r ia l U p-d ate

The se v e n  people a r r e s te d  on fe lo n y  ch a rg es  as a r e s u lt  of the Jan. 25th  
d em on stra tion  a g a in st p o lice  r e p r e s s io n  in  C hicago w ent to court on A p r il2 9 th  for  
the f ir s t  p re lim in a ry  h ea r in g . Four of the sev e n  a r e  VVAW/WSO m e m b er s . At 
the Jan. 25th d em o n stra tio n , the p o lice  a ttack ed  the d em on stra tion , cra ck ed  m any  
heads and a r r e s te d  17 p eop le . E igh t of th ose a r r e s te d  s t i l l  fa ce  c h a r g e s , one of
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w hich is  a m isd em ea n o r . A m ilita n t p ick et lin e  of 40 people w as held  ou tsid e the 
cou rth ou se  fo r  the A p ril 29th h earin g  a s  a part of the on -go in g  w ork  b ein g  done 
in C hicago co m m u n ities  to stop p o lice  r e p r e s s io n  and to show  support for  th ose  
who w ere  a r r e s te d . A fter an h o u r-lo n g  p ick et, w hich included  the defen d an ts, p eo 
ple w ent into the cou rtroom  for  the h ea r in g . S ev era l cops te s t if ie d  about how s o -  
a n d -so  had h it  them , and as a r e su lt  of the te stim o n y , the c a se  v/as bound over  to 
the grand ju ry  to d e term in e  i f  in d ictm en ts a re  in o rd er . The grand jury is  e x p e c ts  
ed to d e lib era te  on th is p o lice  a ttack  in e a r ly  June, and we w ill continue to keep  
ch ap ters in form ed of any d ev e lo p m en ts.

'' ■' r : ij

S y ra cu se  V ietn am  V e ts  Day A ction s

The fo llow in g  rep ort on M arch 28th a c tio n s w as sen t to  u s  by the S yracu se  
chapter o f VVAW/WSO; so m e  of the m a te r ia l is  included in the V ie t V ets  Day  
s to ry  in W inter S o ld ier . We' re reprintirig the en tire  rep ort b eca u se  w e fe e l  it 
is  a good m od el in te r m s  o f  draw ing out the p o lit ic a l po in ts around a VA a c t io n - -  
o f unfolding th e  e n tir e  n ation al p rogram  around a sp e c if ic  action .

VA T ak eover *
On M arch 28th , eight v e te ra n s  and one n o n -v e tera n , m em b ers  of the S yracu se  

and R o c h e ste r  ch ap ters o f V ietnam  V etera n s A ga in st the W ar/W inter S o ld ier  O rgan
iza tio n  occu p ied  th e  S y ra cu se  V etera n s' A d m in istra tion  o ff ic e . W hile the v e ts  held  
the o ff ic e  and in te r fe r e d  w ith !Tb u sin e ss  as u su a l" , a p ick etlin e  o f s ix ty  p eop le m arched  
and chanted in fron t of the VA o ff ic e . T h is a c tio n , sp on sored  by S y ra cu se  VVAW / 
WSO, w as part o f the n ation al o r g a n iz a t io n 's  ce leb ra tio n  o f Honor V ietnam  V etera n s  
Day on M arch 29th. T he n ation al dem ands w hich w e re  h igh lighted  at the d em on
stra tio n  w ere : D ecen t B en efits  for A ll V e ts , Jobs or  Incom e for  A ll, and Im p le
m ent the P e a c e  A g r ee m e n ts /E n d  .All A id to T hieu and Lon N ol.

Inside the VA
S p ir its  w e re  high during the ta k eo v er . One v e t w ith  bad d isch a rg e  p a p ers , as  

he sat back  in one o f the o f f ic e 1 s co m fo rta b le  sw iv e l c h a ir s , sa id , "This is  the 
on ly  thing I 'v e  e v e r  gotten  out o f the VA, " O th ers took tu rn s arguing w ith a  fr u s 
tra ted  VA o ff ic ia l . Said one v e t , "I1 m  unem ployed  w ith a w ife  and lit t le  g ir l  to  
support. My VA ch eck  d id n 't com e fo r  th ree  m on th s. When it did com e it w as fo r  
$ 12, "

A nother popular joke w as the m il i t a r y 's  e tern a l p ro m ise  of job tra in ing p ro 
g r a m s . V e ts  a sk ed  about job  openin gs for  tugboat cap ta in s and h e lico p ter  door  
gu n n ers.

S in ce it  w as ob viou s that the VA o ff ic ia l w as only g iv in g a song and dance  
anyw ay, the v e ts  d ec id ed  that b e tter  m u sic  w as in o rd er . A w o rk ers ' sing in g  group  
cam e into the o ff ic e  fro m  the p ick etlin e  and san g , "V ietnam  w ill  Win. "
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V etera n s an sw ered  phone c a lls  and exp la in ed  that it r ea lly  w as th e ir  o ffice  
fo r  the day. S o lid ar ity  w as e x p r e s se d  w ith VA em p lo y ees  and W inter S o ld iers  
w ere  handed out. A p ic tu re  of J erry  F ord  w as hung u p sid e  down and it w as decided  
that he didn* t look  any d ifferen t.

On The S treet
A p ick e tlin e  of v e tera n s  and n o n -v e tera n s  w as loud ly  supporting the o ffice  

ta k eo v er . F a se r sb y  o c c a s io n a lly  jo in ed  the d em on stration . A ll un ited  around the 
th ree  dem ands. A nother dem and w as r a ise d  to Stop A ll P o lic e  R e p r e s s io n /
D rop C h arges A ga in st Gary Lawton and Ron Jon es. Gary Lawton is  a b lack  c o m 
m unity o rg a n izer  and a m em b er  of VVAW/WSO in R iv e r s id e , C a lifo rn ia , who is  
now being tr ied  fo r  the th ird tim e  on fra m e-u p  ch a rg es  of m u rd ering two R iv ers id e  
p o licem en t. Ron Jon es is  an Onondaga Indian being held down on the r e serv a tio n  
ou tsid e  S y ra cu se  by a bench w arran t w ith s ix  c h a r g es  on it. Along w ith o th e r s ,
Ron Jon es has been  agitating  a g a in st attem pted  sw in d les  o f r e se rv a tio n  land by 
lo c a l p o lit ic ia n s  and big b u s in e ss . J o n e s , a K orean War V etera n , has been  beaten  
and th reaten ed  by New Y ork State P o lic e ,

VVAW /W SO D em ands
We dem and b e tter  b en efits  for a ll v e te r a n s , including the 600 , 000 

v e ts  w ith le ss -th a n -h o n o r a b le  d isc h a r g e s  who p resen tly  get no b en e fits . It is  our 
e x p e r ie n c e  that the V A 's  rea l p u rp ose is  to drop cru m bs w h ere lo a v es  a re  needed . 
The s e r v ic e s  supp lied  by the VA a re  p is s -p o o r  and can only  be obtained by going  
through m i le s  o f red  tap e. We link  the dem and D ecent B en efits  for A ll V ets to 
the s tr u g g le s  for  S in g le -T y p e  D isch a rg e  for a ll  V e ts , and U n iv e r sa l, U nconditional 
A m n esty  fo r  a ll War R e s is te r s .  The rea l c r im in a ls  of the V ietnam  War are' th ose  
im p e r ia lis ts  who own the w ar m ach in e.

V e te r a n s , b eca u se  of th e ir  n ew n ess  on the job m a rk et, are  hard hit by sp ira lin g  
u n em ploym ent. But v e ts  aren* t the only ones su ffer in g . A ll w orking people are  
footing the b ill for  the im p e r ia lis t  system * s c r i s i s .  That is  why w e dem and Jobs 
or Incom e for  A ll. We m ean union jobs at union w a g e s , not m a k e-w o rk  job s for  p ea 
nuts or  w e lfa re  c h e c k s , and not scabbing on oth er w orkers* s tr ik e s . It is  not 
our sy s te m  that is  in c r i s i s ,

US. im p e r ia lis m , w hich is  r e sp o n sib le  for  the m  s s iv e  un em ploym ent, runaway 
in fla tio n , and p o lic e  r e p r e s s io n  at h om e, is  a lso  r esp o n sib leT o r  the ongoing war 
in Indochina, The pu rp ose o f the V ietn am  War w as to help the corp ora te  b lood 
su ck ers  ex p lo it the people and m a rk ets  of Indochina, They are  p resen tly  being  
kicked  out o f Southeast A sia  by the people* s lib era tio n  fo r c e s  in th ese  co u n tr ie s . 
W hile la c k e y s  lik e  F ord  try  and drag it oiit w ith em erg en cy  spending, everyon e  
knows that US Im p er ia lism  is  about to get its  a s s  k icked out o f Indochina. That is  
why VVAW/WSO sa y s  Im plem ent the P ea ce  A greem en t /E nd A ll Aid to Thieu and 
Lon N ol.

And when the im p e r ia lis ts  try  again to so lv e  th e ir  c r is i s  by going to w ar in the  
M id east, VVAW /W SO w ill jo in  w ith  m any o th ers  in vo iv in g  opp osition . We w ill 
not fight another rich  man* s w ar !

DECENT BENEFITS FOR ALL VETS !
W E W ON'T FIGHT YOUR IMPERIALIST WARS!
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{T his su m -u p  o£ un em ploym ent w ork c o m e s  fro m  the M ilw aukee C hapter).

The M ilwaukke ch ap ter  has been  in vo lved  in unem ploym ent w ork for  about 
two m on ths. A lthough, two m onths is  a v ery  sh ort t im e , we fe e l  it is  p o ss ib le  
to lea rn  fro m  what we have a lrea d y  done,

When w e b egan , w e r e a lly  had no id ea  w here to get s ta r ted  or  ex a ctly  what to 
do, M ilw aukee has a v e ry  a c tiv e  chapter o f UWOC and som e p eop le  r e a lly  didn’ t 
s e e  why anybody w ould join  VVAW/WSO to fight fo r  Jobs or  Incom e when UWOC 
w as around. H ow ever, d is c u s s io n s  in the ch ap ter  brought out se v e r a l points; 
the f ir s t  point that nobody d isa g r ee d  w ith w as that the figh t for  job s or  incom e  
i s  a c r u c ia l one fo r  the p eop le and that VVAW /W SO should do everyth ing  p o ss ib le  
to advance that s tr u g g le , but that s tru g g le  cam e down on w hether w e should re la te  
to  the s tru g g le  p r im a r ily  through UWOC or we had a ro le  to build and develop  in 
dependently .

H is to r ic a l p reced en ts  w ere  la id  out, fo r  in sta n ce , that during the Bonus M arch  
one of the key dem an ds w as for un em ploym ent in su ran ce  for a l l ,  and m o re  r e c e n t ly  
w as the tra sh in g  of the job fa ir  in C hicago and a la r g e ly  spontaneous action  at C ity  
H all in M ilw aukee a few  y e a r s  ago, It is  obvious that the sen tim en t of from  ’’the 
chow lin e s  to the un em ploym ent l in e s '1 d oes e x is t ,  and it is  our job as a re v o lu t io n a ry  
v e te ra n s  o rg a n iza tio n , to take that sen tim en t, that b it te r n e s s , and that an ger , and 
c o n sc io u s ly  lead  it in stru gg le  a g a in st the rea l en em y, US im p e r ia lism , and help  
sum  up the le s s o n s  of that s tru g g le  c o r r e c t ly , so as to turn fig h te rs  fo r  one into 
f ig h te r s  fo r  a ll!



Our f ir s t  w ork  c o n s is ted  o f going down to the un em ploym ent o ff ic e  on a  regu lar  
b a s is  and se ll in g  th e  W inter S o ld ier . A lthough w e th is  a s  a good th ing, and do s e l l  
a fa ir  am ount of p a p ers  th e r e , th ere  have been  e r r o r s  that have been  gen erated  
around th is  q u estion . The m ain  e r r o r  is  that the se ll in g  of the paper is  the b a s is  
and p r im ary  v e h ic le  for  doing th is  w ork. What th is  n eg a tes  is  that the people want 
to do m o re  than read  about u n em p loym en t, its  c a u se s  and how to fight it; the 
m a s s e s  want to s e e  how to fight it and figh t it th e m se lv e s . The p eop le have lea rn ed  
w e ll about b ig  ta lk in g  le a d e r s ,  they want to s e e  som eth in g .

It would be in c o r r e c t  to continue w ithout m ention ing the good th in gs that se llin g  
the paper has done for  u s . F ir s t ,  it is  a good way to  go out to  v e ts  and ta lk  to them  
and lea rn  what th e ir  co n c re te  p ro b lem s a re . One o f our b e s t  ta c t ic s  has been  to 
go to the em p loym en t o f f ic e , t e l l  them  you want help  finding a job and that you are  
a v e t , and then they send you into a w aiting  room  with a lo t of o th er vets; w orks  
w e ll. And seco n d , p rop er u se  of the paper h e lp s g ive  people the s e n se  that we are  
a n ational o rg a n iza tion  and that the s tru g g le  is  m uch b road er  than ju st M ilw aukee.

t
Having so ld  p ap ers down th ere  for  a w h ile  and having helped build UWOC picket~  

l in e s ,  w e fe lt  that it  w as tim e  that we in itia ted  som e stru g g le . Our f ir s t  c a se  was 
around a w om an n o n -v e t who is  a m em b er  of our organ ization  and w as being rea lly  
m e s se d  w ith by the unem ploym ent o ff ic e . A group o f u s and som e m em b ers  of 
UWOC w ent down th ere  to jam  around h er  c a se . We r a ise d  a lo t  o f h e ll and 
turned the un em ploym ent lin e s  into a r a lly  of so r ts  and show ed what w e a re  a ll 
about, figh ting  the sy ste m . T hree days la te r  the wom an began r ec e iv in g  her ch eck s.

Our n ext c a se  w as around a broth er  who heard  about u s  through a le a f le t  we 
p a ssed  out bu ilding for a Jobs or Incom e m arch  (m ore on that la te r ) . The m an had 
been  d en ied  un em ploym ent and w as appealing the d ec is io n . We d ecid ed  to  go pack  
h is  h earin g . We w e re  som ew hat ta c t ic a lly  lim ite d  during the hearing  b eca u se  num ber  
o n e , it  w as our f ir s t  one so we w e r e n 11 ex a ctly  su re  on how fa r  we could g o , and num 
b er  2, the b ro th er  hadn’ t fu lly  lo s t  con fid en ce in the sy ste m  and didn’ t want to  be 
too m ilita n t so  as to jeo p a rd ize  h is ch a n ces . We did pack the h earin g  and the stren gth  
of the p eop le  that w as ev id en t enabled  the b ro th er  to get up and g ive  a r ea lly  dyna
m ite  rap.

A nother a rea  that we r ea lly  h aven ’ t done m uch w ork around has been the s la v e  
lab or  p ro g ra m s in the d o m ic illa r ie s  at the VA h osp ita l. In th is  p ro g ra m , v e ts  
are fo rced  to w ork  e ith er  fo r  nothing or  for  w ages o f th irty  cen ts  an hour or l e s s .
The cam p aign  a g a in st th is  p rogram  is  c r it ic a l  for  se v e r a l r ea so n s . F ir s t ,  it is  
an e x ce lle n t way to bring the jobs or in com e cam paign  into the h o sp ita l, and rea lly  
m ake the point that w e' re not ju st a fter  jo b s , w e' re a fter  d ecen t job s. Second, 
it  is  an e x c e lle n t  illu s tra t io n  o f the slogan  "an injury to one is  an injury to a ll . 11 
The way to do th is  i s  by linking up w ith the union em p lo y ees  in the hosp ita l 
pointing out that the dem and m u st be that d o m ic ilia r y  w o rk ers  m u st be adm itted  
into the union and paid union w a g es . We m u st point out that the fa ilu r e  to do th is  
c a u ses  ev ery b o d y 's  w ages to be held  down, but it c er ta in ly  is n ’ t the v e ts  that 
a r e  holding w a g es down. It is  the sy ste m  that co n sc io u s ly  s e ts  up th e se  program s  
in  ord er  to try  and se t  the w orking c la s s  a g a in st its e lf .

VVAW /W SO p a rtic ip a ted  in a c ity -w id e  co a litio n  fo r  a m arch  for  Jobs o r  In
com e. In add ition , our contingent a lso  independently  r a ise d  the slogan  "We w on 't
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figh t another r ich  man* s w ar, " Our building fo r  th is  a ction  c o n s is te d  o f having uur 
le a f le t  on the o p p o site  s id e  from  a UWOC le a f le t . We then took  th is  le a f le t  into  
a ll ou r reg u la r  a r e a s  o f w ork  (h o sp ita l, s c h o o ls , e tc ) and it w as r e c e iv e d  w e ll.
P eo p le  fro m  a ll a r e a s  o f  w ork turned out. F o r  d e ta ils  on the m a rch  s e e  the W inter 
S o ld ie r ,

G en era lly , w e have found that r a is in g  the slogan  w e w o n 't fight another r ic h ,  
man* s w ar w ith job s or  in com e slogan  is  a good w ay of reach in g  the chow lin e  to 
un em ploym ent lin e  sen tim en t. H ow ever, th ere  have been e r r o r s  in the way it has 
been d on e, such as the o v er  s tr e s s in g  of the m e r ce n a r y  p ro g ra m s. We fe e l  that 
so m e tim e s  w e a re  g iv in g  the im p e r ia lis ts  u n lim ited  ta c tic a l options that they do 
not have. We fe e l  that when w e do th is , we u n d erestim a te  the le s s o n s  o f the Indo
china w ar that the A m erica n  p eop le  did lea rn . We fe e l  that we u n d erestim a te  the  
c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f GI* s ,  and w e fe e l  that w e u n d erestim a te  the le s s o n s  that v e ts  in 
p a r ticu la r  have lea rn ed  not only through th e ir  ex p er ien ce  w ith fighting a r ich  m a n 1 s 
w a r, but what th ey  have lea rn ed  through d ea lin g  w ith the VA. We w h o leh earted ly  
support the s logan , but if  we d o n 't keep it in  it s  p rop er p o lit ic a l p e r sp e c t iv e , w e  
w ill  tra n sfo rm  a r e a l revo lu tion ary  and fighting slogan  into w im py cow erin g  that 
sa y s  the p ig s  a re  a ll  pow erfu l.

Having a good ch ap ter  o f UWOC to le a rn  fro m  and w ork w ith has been  a d efin ite  
a s s e t .  Many v e ts  who jo in  UWOC la te r  p ick  up an in te r e s t  in VVAW/WSO b eca u se  of 
the w ar on the VA and w ill b elon g  to both th e se  revo lu tion ary  o rg a n iza tio n s. We se e  
no con trad iction  in that. Som e n o n -v e ts  jo in  VVAW /W SO as a w ay to fight fo r  job s or  
in com e; in the m a in , we s e e  no con trad iction  in that. We enjoy a w arm  com ra d ely  
re la tio n sh ip  w ith UWOC and w e look  forw ard  to stren gthen in g it. We stron g ly  
en cou rage  a l l  o th er  ch a p ters  to  do the sa m e.

One p rob lem  w e have had is  so m e tim e s  building a rea l en th u sia sm  fo r  the*1 
cam paign . We know that in  the long run, it  is  going to be the m a s s e s  of unem ployed  
v e ts  who w ill  jo in  the o rg a n iza tion  and b rin g  the rea l understanding that w ill gen erate  
the rea l en th u sia sm  that i s  n e c e s s a r y  to figh t and win th is  b a ttle , but in th e  in ter im , 
it is  r ea lly  n e c e s s a r y  to have p r in c ip led  stru g g le  on a ll le v e ls  in the organ iza tion  
so that VVAW /W SO m ay on ce again  m ove a s  a f is t  in what is  d e fin ite ly  a c ru c ia l 
b attle  fo r  th e  p eop le . The Feofrle W ill Win. JOBS OK INCOME— RIGHT NOW! !

A p ril 26th DC R ally

An a r t ic le  about the R a lly  in W ashington DC on A p ril 2 6 th --w h ich  erupted  into 
ch aos a s  the w o rk ers  rea c ted  to the fraud of union hacks and lib e r a l p o litic ia n s  who 
tr ied  to co n tro l the r a lly - -a p p e a r s  in the May W inter S o ld ier . VVAW/WSO ch a p ters , 
p a r ticu la r ly  from  the New Y ork /N ew  J e r s e y  a rea  bu ilt for  the ra lly  along w ith  
UWOC and o th er  o rg a n iza tio n s. T h ere  w ere  two m ajor c r it ic is m s  of the way in  
w hich the R a lly  w as d ea lt with in s id e  VVAW/WSO: f ir s t ,  that the NO should have 
done m o re  to push our org a n iza tio n a l building fo r  that even t. We a g ree  that we 
should have gotten the w ord out to  other ch ap ters who m ight have been  able to m o b i
l iz e  p eop le to get to  DC and th at, b eca u se  we did not do so , th ere w e re  probably  
ch ap ters w hich did not r e a liz e  the im p ortan ce o f th is ra lly . A s a  g en era l p rin 
c ip le , ch a p ters  who a re  in vo lved  in  th is  kind of e v en t—w hich is  reg ion a l as opposed  
to n a tio n a l--h a v e  a r e sp o n s ib ility  to  k eep  the NO inform ed so that we have the



n e c e s s a r y  understanding to be able to push. In th is  p a rticu lar  c a s e ,  the R ally w as  
not a m ajor  even t in C hicago (there w as l it t le  or  no building fo r  it h ere) and we did 
not r e a liz e  how im portant it w as going to be un til b r ie f ly  b efo re  the action  took  
p la ce .

S econd , th ere  w as c r it ic is m  of the way in w hich our o rg a n iza tion a l p artic ip ation  
w as handled at the tim e  of the R ally . T h ere  should have been a g rea ter  e ffo rt going  
in to coord inating  the v a r io u s  ch ap ters who w ere  p artic ip a tin g , e sp e c ia lly  at the 
s ite  of the R ally . I t 's  c le a r  from  the rep o rts  on that R a lly  that organ iza tion  w as not 
the strong point of the R ally  as a w h o le --a n d  a w e ll-c o o rd in a te d , tigh tly  orgn ized  
contingent from  VVAW /W SO could have had a g rea ter  im p act than w as in fa c t the  
c a se . We ask  that the peop le  d ir e c t ly  in v o lv e d --p a r tic u la r ly  the DC R egion and 
the Southern su b -reg io n  o f New Y ork /N ew  J e r s e y - - s u m  up the p rob lem s in volved , 
su g g est so lu tio n s , and provide the NO w ith input w hich can then be gotten out to the 
r e s t  of the o rg a n iza tion  in ord er  to avoid such fu ck -u p s in the future.

Chant Sheet E n c lo sed

Good, fighting chants can so m e tim e s  m ake the d ifferen ce  betw een  a sp ir ited  
and s u c c e s s fu l  d em on stra tion  and a dem o that is  a fa ilu r e . W e've r ec e iv ed  req u ests  
r ecen tly  for new, m ilitan t ch an ts, so  we have com p iled  a l i s t  of chants w hich have  
been  used  in VVAW/ WSO d em o n stra tio n s in recen t m onths. (See en c lo sed ). If your 
chapter has add itions or co m es up w ith other ch an ts, send them  in and w e 'll  try  to 
get them  back out to other ch a p ters . We cam e a c r o s s  a couple of chants w hich are  
not included on the chant sh ee t , but should be added to it. They are:

D on't F igh t the A rabs; D on't R e-up;
F igh t the R ich  in stead ! F igh t B ack!

Internal S tru ggle in C aliforn ia  R egion

The in tern a l s tr u g g le s  in the C a liforn ia  reg ion  have sharpened  during the 
la s t  m onth and the organ iza tion  n eed s to be aw are of r ec e n t d evelop m en ts b eca u se  
they a r e  a r e f le c t io n  of what is  going on .in other parts of the country. A t a sub
reg io n a l m eetin g  in sou th ern  C a liforn ia , the south ern  su b -reg io n  voted to d is so lv e  
the northern su b -re g io n  as it w as then co n stitu ted . The p o litica l rea so n s  for this 
d e c is io n  are  m any, but it b a s ic a lly  b o ils  down to the fa c t that ch ap ters in the n orth 
ern  su b -re g io n , and p a rticu la r ly  le a d ersh ip , w ere ob stru ctin g  and su b vertin g  the 
d e c is io n s  m ade at the la s t  NSCM w ith regard  to the focu s of the orga n iza tio n 's  work  
and our national p rogram .

C hapters should have r ec e iv ed  a le tte r  from  Jeanne F ried m an  of San Jose  
exp la in ing  her p o sitio n  on the action  taken by the south ern  su b -reg io n . C hapters  
w ill a ls o  be r ec e iv in g  a paper from  the sou th ern  su b -reg io n  and the new reg ion a l 
office  w hich la y s  out the p o litica l rea so n s  why this action  of d is so lv in g  the northern  
su b -re g io n  w as taken and so m e ex a m p les  of the p ra ctice  of the ch ap ters in the north  
w ith regard  to im p lem en tation  of the national program  and fo cu s . A nother paper 
w ill be sen t out fro m  the north , w ritten  by m em b ers who have c o n s is ten tly  su p p ort
ed the d e c is io n s  m ade by the national organ ization  at the la s t  NSCM, but who have  
been  held  back in trying to push w ork around th ese  d e c is io n s  forw ard by the chap-
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ters  they w ere  m em b ers of. The N ation al O ffice is  a lso  preparing a paper d is c u s 
sing  the in tern a l s tru g g le  in the organ ization  and what it m eans for the o r g a n iz a 
tion as a w h ole . It is  im portant that ch ap ters and reg ion s d ea l w ith th ese  p ap ers, 
and p a r ticu la r ly  the p o lit ic a l q u estion s in volved , b eca u se  it is  the national o rg a n i
zation  w hich is going to have to d ea l w ith the q u estion  of what it  m eans to be a 
VVAW/WSO chapter and what we do with ch ap ters that a r e , in p r a c tic e , c o n s c io u s 
ly  hold ing back  w ork. This w ill be taken up at the next NSCM, so  reg io n s should  
be prepared  to d ea l w ith this s tru g g le .

The N ational O ffice supports the d e c is io n  and action  taken by the C aliforn ia  
sou th ern  su b -re g io n  and r ec o g n iz e s  the new reg io n a l lea d ersh ip . We do not think, 
as la id  out in Jeanne F r ied m a n 's  le t te r , that th is s tru g g le  is  b ased  p r im a r ily  on 
’’le g a lis m . " It is  not a " le g a l” s tr u g g le , but a p o litica l one. The stru gg le  in C a l
iforn ia  has to be d ea lt with in a p o litica l way and d e c is io n s  based  upon p o litic s  have 
to be m ade w ith regard  to what is  c o r r e c t  for the organ iza tion  as a w hole , and in  
p a rticu la r , what is  c o r r e c t  for the m a s s e s  of people that we a re  trying to o rg a n ize , 
i . e .  ve tera n s and GIs.

W&r on the VA Grows
L esso n s  L earned  fro m  "War on the VA"

It is  n e c e s s a r y  for  us to sum -u p  the le s s o n s  of our w ork in a m ore s y s te m 
a tic  way so  that we can b etter  lea rn  from  our m ista k es  and s u c c e s s e s  and fu rther  
push forw ard  our w ork. The NO has. been  rec e iv in g  a num ber of su m m ation s o£ 
work around the VA during the p ast couple of m onths, and we a re  beginning to c o m 
p ile  enough in form ation  so  as to s e e  tren d s, p rob lem s and su c c e s s fu l m ethods of 
w ork regard in g  the national p rogram . T his w ill be the f ir s t  attem pt to begin  su m 
m ing up th is in form ation  about VA work on a national le v e l  and hopefu lly  w ill p ro 
vide id eas as to how we can m ove our w ork ahead. Though th e-m ajority  of th is su m 
m ation  w ill d ea l w ith VA w ork, the le s s o n s  apply to a lm o st any kind of m a ss  work,
L e . un em ploym ent w ork , w ork around c a m p u ses , e tc . We hope that ch ap ters w ill 
study th ese  le s s o n s  and id eas and respond to them  - -  i. e . le t  us know if th is so r t of 
thing is  help fu l, le t  us know how your chapter has o v erco m e  som e of the prob lem s  
d isc u sse d  h e r e , bring to lig h t other p rob lem s and s u c c e s s fu l m ethods of w ork, e tc . 
This is  ju st the beginning o f sum m ing up w ork in a sy ste m a tic  way on the national 
le v e l and we s t i l l  don't have as m uch in form ation  as we need . H ow ever, v;e do hope 
that th is sk etch y  sum m ation  w ill help  ch ap ters and point out those a r ea s  of our w ork  
-that need to be im p roved .

C o n sis ten cy  of Work: It is absurd to think that we can build a fighting vets  
m ovem en t in a s lip sh o d , h a lf-h ea r ted , in c o n s is te n t  w ay. As our w ork p r o g r e s s e s ,  
we can  s e e  m ore  and m ore  that c o n s is te n c y  of work is  c r u c ia l if our organ iz in g  e f 
fo r ts  a re  to be s u c c e s s fu l. This m eans that if we want to build a fighting  v etera n s  
m ovem en t, we have to prove that we a re  a fighting organ ization . We have to show  
people that we a re  read ing and w illin g  to take up th eir s tru g g le s  and that we are  ca p 
ab le  of providing lea d ersh ip  to th ese  s tr u g g le s . As the c r is i s  of im p er ia lism  d eep 
en s , m ore and m ore people are  looking fo r  w ays to figh t back and a re  looking for
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co n sc io u s  le a d e rsh ip  to help them  w age th eir s tr u g g le s . Our job is  to 'p oin t the way  
in d irec tin g  b low s a g a in st the o p p re sso r , and through the c o u r se  o f waging s tru g g le , 
to b rin g  people into the a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  m ovem en t. If we a r e  to p erform  this task , 
we have to win people to u s. The m a s se s  of v e tera n s a ren 't going to au tom atica lly  
flo ck  to our ban ner, but w ill have to be shown that we a re  actin g  in th eir  in te r e sts  
and involved  in se r io u s  b u s in e s s . To do this m eans that we have to be out there  
w ith the m a s s e s  of people we are  trying to o rg a n ize  on a c o n s is te n t , d a ily  b a s is .  ' 
B y doing th is , w e w ill be in a p o sitio n  to show people that we do m ean  b u s in e s s ,  
that we w ill be th ere  when s tr u g g le s  a r is e ,  and that we a re  w illin g  to take up those  
s tr u g g le s  and se e  them  through to the en d . If people get the im p r e ss io n  that we a re  
som e fly -b y -n ig h t group, they w ill be m uch le s s  w illin g  to b ecom e involved  in w ag
ing s tru g g le  b eca u se  they w ill think that we w on’t be around if the "sh it h its the fan. " 
We have to show them  that we w ill be th ere and this req u ires  being out in the m id st 
of the d a ily  s tr u g g le s  on a regu lar  b a s is .

U niting w ith  the M a sse s:  C o n sisten t w ork is  not enough; we can c o n s is te n t
ly  do the. w rong thing or c o n s is ten tly  ign ore  the r e a l a sp ira tio n s  of the people and 
su b stitu te  what we think the m astses should be m oving around for what they a re , in 
fa c t, m oving around sp on tan eou sly . This d o esn 't m ean  that we should .tail behind  
the spontaneous a c tiv ity  of the m a s s e s ,  but at the sa m e tim e , if  people a re  m oving  
around som eth in g , it is  our job to try  to plug into that stru gg le  and provide co n 
sc io u s  le a d e rsh ip  for w aging that s tr u g g le , w h ile  at the sa m e tim e , broadening  
and deepen ing  the le s s o n s  of how the VA is ju st one part of the im p e r ia lis t  sy s te m .
If we a re  to plug into the sca tter e d , spontaneous s tru g g le s  that people a re  involved  
in , we m u st f ir s t  find out what they a re . T his req u ires  in v estig a tio n , i. e; talking  
w ith people reg u la r ly  and finding out w hat's on th eir  m in d s, finding out w hat's r e a l-  

Ty going on w ith the VA, what cu rren t p o lic ie s  a r e , e tc . F or ex a m p le , the new 
St. L ouis chapter is  ju st beginning to do work around the VA. F or the p ast s e v e r 
a l w eek s , chapter m em b ers have b een  going to the VA reg u la r ly  and ju st talking  
w ith people to find out what th ey 're  thinking. They are  finding out that one of the 
m ajor g r ip es  the v e ts  have is  the VA's attitude that a ll m on ey for s e r v ic e s  is c o m 
ing out of the b u rea u cra t's  own p o ck ets. The v e ts  are  p is sed  at th is attitude b ecau se  
they thought the VA was supposed to be there to se r v e  the n eeds of v e te ra n s , and not 
that the v e ts  should s e r v e  the VA by not com ing  around to p erso n a lly  r ip -o ff  the VA 
hon ch os. B y finding out th is grip e of the m ajority  of v e te r a n s , as w e ll as other c o m 
p la in ts , the chapter is  draw ing up a p etition . W ithout the understanding of what the



vets  at that p a rticu lar  VA a r e  r e a lly  p is se d  off about, a p etition  m igh t not be s u c 
c e s s fu l .  B ut by in v estig a tin g  the con d ition s and id eas of the v e ts ,  the chapter w ill 
be b e tter  ab le  to draw up a petition  that the v e ts  can re la te  to and can be brought 
into s tru g g le  around.

The n e c e s s ity  for  uniting w ith the m a s s e s  cannot be o v erem p h a sized  and is  
one of the m ajor a sp e c ts  of s u c c e s s fu l organ iz in g . If we don't unite w ith the m a s s 
e s  of people and th eir  rea l a sp ir a tio n s , they won't pay any atten tion  to us. We have  
to find out what the m a s s e s  a re  in ter e sted  in m oving around and then unite w ith th eir  
dem ands - -  w h ile  at the sa m e tim e , a lw ays trying to broaden and deepen  th ose d e 
m ands and r a is e  p eop les understanding of the s y s te m  as a w hole and how it o p era te s . 
The C hicago chapter has found that a fa ilu re  to r ea lly  unite w ith  the m a s se s  can  
hold back  the s tru g g le  and postpone breakthroughs in th eir  m a ss  w ork. F or e x a m 
p le , during C h icago 's  V ietnam  V eteran s D ay d em on stra tion , a sm a ll contingent of 
people w ent in sid e  the lobby of the VA reg io n a l o ffice  to take the V ietnam  V ets D ry  
dem ands to the people w aiting th ere . A sp eech  w as g iven  and le a fle ts  w ere  p a ssed  
out. One of the m ajor e r r o r s  of the a ction  w as that the sp eech  g iven  w as not a g ita 
tional in nature and did not lin k  up w ith the im m ed ia te , d a ily  dem ands of the m a s s 
e s  who w ere  h ear in g  the sp eech . B ec a u se  the chapter did not unite w ith the a s p ir 
a tion s of the p eop le they w ere  speak ing to, the people did not fu lly  unite w ith the 
ch a p ter 's  action . L ater during the d em o n stra tio n , the chapter people w ere  m aced  
by the VA co p s . Though the people in sid e  the w aiting  room  did g e t ex c ited  during  
the m acin g  (som e of them  w ere  a ls o  m aced  in d iscr im in a te ly ), they did not r ea lly  
ra lly  around the a ttack  brought down on VVAW/WSO by the VA goons and did not 
com e to the ch a p ter 's  d e fe n se . T h is is  b eca u se  the chapter had e a r lie r  fa iled  to 
r e a lly  speak  to what w as on p eop le 's  m in d s. T his e r r o r  w as c o rrec ted  a fter  the 
chapter m ade a ta c tic a l r e tr e a t  to the s tep s  ou tsid e the build ing. Once o u tsid e , 
the chapter gave sp e ec h e s  through a bullhorn and th ese  sp e e c h e s  did a b e tter  job 
of uniting w ith  the v e tera n s  and VA w o rk ers  that w ere  going in and out of the b u ild 
ing, and p eop le w ere  m uch m o re  w illin g  to com e and talk w ith chapter m e m b ers , 
take le a f le t s ,  and they e x p r e s se d  g rea ter  so lid a r ity  w ith VVAW/WSO. If w e don't 
d ir e c t ly  unite w ith people and speak  to th eir d em an d s, n eeds and a sp ir a tio n s , then 
we are  cutting o u r se lv e s  o ff fro m  the m a s s e s  of p eop le . We cannot exp ect th ese  
people to unite w ith  us b eca u se  we have not shown them  that we a re  acting  in their  
in te r e s ts  and r a is in g  dem ands w hich are  im portant to them . If we do unite with  
the m a s s e s  in a c o n s is te n t  w ay, we w ill  be show ing people that we a r e  an o rg a n iza 
tion w hich  is  s e r io u s  about taking up th eir  s tr u g g le s , and through th is, we w ill be 
able to b rin g  them  into the grow ing m ovem en t of v e ts  capable of d ea lin g  rea l b low s  
at the im p e r ia lis t  sy s te m .

F o llo w -U p  Work: In s e v e r a l ch a p ters  doing w ork around the "War on the VA, " 
"follow-up w ork has b een  a big p rob lem . We have to d eve lop  good and e ffic ie n t m eth 
ods of fo llow in g  up on c o n ta c ts . It is  h igh ly  u n likely  that a fter  m eetin g  a p erson  at 
the VA once or tw ice and talk ing to h im /h e r , that p erson  w ill be read y  and w illin g  to 
jum p into the fu ll l ife  of chapter a c tiv ity . It is  e x c e lle n t  that people do e x p r e s s  s o l 
id a r ity  w ith the w ork of the organ iza tion , show  an in te r e s t  in what w e 'r e  doing, and 
com e to us for  help  and le a d e rsh ip . H ow ever, we should d evelop  w ays through w hich  
such  people can begin  to s e e  VVAW/WSO as th eir  own organ ization , jo in  the o rg a n i
zation  and b eg in  playing an a c tiv e  ro le  in organ iz in g  o th er s . One thing that we have 
learn ed  about fo llo w -u p  w ork is  that it has to be p erso n a l. We can 't send p ostcard s  
or chapter n e w s le t te r s  to people in form ing them  that we e x is t  and when our next
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chapter m eetin g  i s .  In stead , we have to go out and m e e t and w ork w ith th ese  people  
in  a m o re  p erso n a l way and talk  w ith them  so  they can understand the n e c e s s ity  for  
b ecom in g  involved  in an o rg a n iza tion , and that through organ iza tion , v ic to r ie s  can  
be won. We a re  m aking con tact w ith hundreds of people around the country who 
a re  s ign in g  p e tit io n s , buying co p ie s  of WINTER SOLDIER, stopping to talk to ch ap 
ter  m em b ers  a t the VA, e tc . We heed to d eve lop  w ays of reach in g  out to th ese  c o n 
ta c ts , continuing d is c u s s io n s  w ith them , and ev en tu a lly , bringing them  into the life  
and a c tiv ity  of the chapter i t s e lf .

We a ls o  have to understand that new p eop le , in p a r ticu la r , m ay not a lw ays  
be in ter e sted  in doing every th in g  that the chapter d o e s . L ev e ls  of in vo lvem en t of 
people w ill  d iffer  and we should not ex p ect too m uch or be u n r e a lis t ic  in what w e 're  
ask in g  people to do. A new p erso n  m ay be in ter e sted  in lea fle ttin g  or se ll in g  n e w s
p ap ers, but m ay not want to get togeth er  to help w rite  a le a f le t  or m ay not be in te r 
ested  in com in g  to m e e tin g s . A nother thing that so m e tim e s  happens is  that a new  
p erso n  m ay be won to com in g  to a chapter m eetin g , but m ay not com e back a fter  
the f i r s t  coup le of m e e tin g s . If th is happens, then the chapter should exam in e the 
ch a ra cter  of the m eetin g s  and d eve lop  w ays to in su re  that chapter m eetin g s a re  
m a ss  in  c h a r a c ter , and that new people are  not ignored  as the o lder chapter m e m 
b e r s  s i t  around and d is c u s s  things w hich new p eo p le  cannot re la te  to. We have to 
guard a g a in st b e in g  "cliqu ish"  in  chapter m eetin g s or a g a in st b ecom in g  debating  
s o c ie t ie s ,  i. e . g iv in g  the im p r e s s io n  that the chapter m em b ers a r e  so  tight and in 
such h igh  le v e l  p o lit ic a l a g reem en t that new people m ay not s e e  that th ere is  a p lace  
for them  to provide in -p u t into d is c u s s io n s  and p a rtic ip a te  fu lly  in  the chapter, d e c i 
s io n -m a k in g  p r o c e s s . When we do get new people to m e e tin g s , we should draw  
them  out, pay atten tion  to th e ir  id e a s , s tru g g le  w ith them  and m ake them  understand  
that th ere  is  a p lace for  them  in VVAW/WSO.

hi

If ch a p ters  have m eth ods of fo llo w -u p  w hich have proven s u c c e s s fu l, p lea se  
send them  to the NO so  that we can  get the in form ation  back out to people. Many 
ch ap ters a re  fac in g  p rob lem s w ith fo llo w -u p  w ork , so  if your chapter h as b een  s e t 
ting up p erso n a l m eetin g s  w ith new c o n ta c ts , or w hatever m ethod you 're u sin g , get 
the in form ation  in  to us.

V ic to r ie s  Can be Won: In lead in g  the s tru g g le  of v e te r a n s , it  is  im p ortant 
that we show  p eop le that v ic to r ie s  can be won and that th ere  is  stren gth  in united  
a ctio n . T his m ay take on a v a r ie ty  of d ifferen t fo r m s , but the d eterm in in g  factor  
should be in p r a c tic a lly  show ing how when people get togeth er  to figh t back , it *s 
e a s ie r  to w in v ic to r ie s  than if  ea ch  p erson  tr ie s  to w age h is or her s tru g g le  a lon e, 
A good exam p le  of th is o ccu rred  in  W ashington, DC during the V ietnam  V eterans  
Day d em o n stra tio n  th ere . P r io r  to the action , the DC chapter had m ade contact 
w ith a broth er  who had h is  d isa b ility  cutback . He had tr ied  to get a m eetin g  with



so m e  of the VA b u rea u cra ts  to p ro test the cutback , but no one at the VA would talk  
w ith h im . On M arch 29th, as a p icket lin e  w as se t  up ou tsid e , a sm a ll group of 
chapter people w ent in w ith th is b roth er  to "jam 11 the VA about the cutback. B eca u se  
th is broth er w as not a lo n e , but had a group of people fighting w ith h im , a m eetin g  
did o ccu r . The VA s t i l l  did nothing, but it  w as a v ic to ry  that the m eetin g  w as even  
h eld . The b ro th er  who had b een  cutback could s e e  that it w as a v ic to r y  and that it  
w as united action  that fo rced  the VA to m e e t w ith h im . A s a r e su lt , he is  now w ork
ing with the DC chapter and is  a part o f th eir  w eek ly  VA p ick et l in e s . As word of 
this action  of jam m ing the VA gets  around, other people at the DC VA m ay a lso  b e -  
ging to understand that th ere  is  s tren gth  in nu m b ers. T his tactic  of taking sm a ll • 
con tin gen ts into the VA around sp e c if ic  c a s e s  can be an e ffe c t iv e  w ayof both sh o w 
ing the VA that we m ean b u sin ess  and that we are  figh ting  back a g a in st th eir  cu t
backs and other j iv e , as w e ll a s uniting w ith the m a s se s  and show ing them  that we 
a re  w illin g  to take up th eir  fight in a c o n sc io u s , organ ized  way. Though th is kind 
of v ic to r y  m ay be sm a ll and lim ite d , it is im portant to show people that v ic to r ie s  
can  be won and that we can  put the VA up a g a in st the w a ll if  we do it in  a united way.

We should be taking up ind ividual or sp e c if ic  c a s e s .  P eo p le  w ill lea rn  the 
nature of th eir  en em y only through the c o u r se  of s tr u g g le , ju st  as through stru g g le  
they a ls o  le a rn  that when the m a s s e s  of people unite, v ic to r ie s  can be won. We 
should se a r c h  out c a s e s  w hich  have poten tia l for  teach ing le s s o n s  as to the nature  
of the VA and the w hole im p e r ia lis t  sy s te m , and u se  th ese  c a s e s  to draw  people in 
to see in g  the n e c e s s ity  of bu ilding the vets  m ovem en t to s tr u g g le  a g a in st that sy ste m . 
To do th is , we should be aw are of what the VA is  up to. F o r  ex a m p le , people should  
ch eck  out the a r t ic le  on d o m ic ila r ie s  w hich is  in the A p r il/M a y  is s u e  of WINTER 
SOLDIER. Though organ iz in g  p eop le in the d o m ic ila r ie s  should not be the m ajor a s 
p ect of our w ork , it  is  an ex am p le  of how the VA in M ilw aukee is  operating  and we 
should take the le s s o n s  of the s tru g g le  going on in the d o m ic ila r ie s  out to other p eo 
p le , We should a ls o  be aw are of new d ir e c t iv e s  and p o lic ie s  of the VA w hich are  
going to a ffec t la rg e  nu m bers of vets  and around w hich stru g g le  can  be in itia ted .
An exam p le  of th is i s  that on F eb . 28th, the VA sen t out a national d ir e c t iv e  putting 
a stop  to a ll ou t-p a tien t ca re  for  people w ith  p sy ch o lo g ica l p rob lem s w hich are  not 
" se r v ic e  co n n ected ."  T his m ean s that if a v e t has a p sy ch o lo g ica l p rob lem  and has 
b een  gettin g  trea tm en t as an o u t-p a tien t, he can no lon ger  r e c e iv e  th is  treatm en t 
u n less  he ch eck s into the VA as a patien t on a lo n g -te r m  b a s is .  It a lso  m eans that 
in  the fu tu re , ou t-p a tien t p sy ch o lo g ica l ca re  for " n o n -ser v ic e  connected" problem s  
w ill be n o n -e x is ten t. T his is  ju st another exam p le  of how the VA is cutting back its  
s e r v ic e s .  We should be aw are of th ese  kinds of th ings and be in a p osition  to inform  
people of th ese  cutb ack s and take up the s tru g g le  around them .

How the R uling C la ss  R esponds to our Work: Just as w e have to be in touch  
w ith the m a s s e s  of v e ts  and VA w o rk ers  to be ab le  to d eterm in e  what is  on their  
m in d s, w e a ls o  have tohave an understanding of how the ruling c la s s  is  responding  
to our w ork. We need m o re  sp e c if ic  in form ation  about th is kind of th ing, but it is  

; c le a r  that the VA, and the ruling c la s s  as a w h ole , is  sca r e d  of what, w e 're  doing. 
They a re  lock in g  p atien ts in th eir  w ards so  as to p reven t V V A W /W SO from  p h y sic 
a lly  uniting w ith the p a tien ts . The VA understands that in unity th ere  is  s tren gth , 
and they don't want that unity d evelop in g  in th eir  h o sp ita ls  and o ff ic e s . The VA can  
s e e  that VVAW/WSO is  taking up the s tr u g g le s  of people at the VA and that we are  
beginn ing to w in the lea d ersh ip  of m any of th ese  people. We can, th ere fo re , exp ect  
the VA to do w h atever  they have to in ord er to put a stop  to our organ iz in g . At V ie t



nam  V ets Day d em o n stra tio n s in C hicago and M ilw aukee, th is took the fo rm  of tr y 
ing to stop  people at the door of the VA with m a ce . It w as c le a r  that they did not 
want VVAW/WSO in sid e  the bu ild in g. The m acin g  of dem  on strators w as a new ta c 
tic used  by the VA and people should be aw are of it .

A nother im p ortan t a sp e c t  of knowing how the ruling c la s s  is  responding to 
us is' gettin g  th is in form ation  out to the m a s s e s .  F or ex a m p le , in C hicago, the 
chapter did a le a f le t  talk ing about the m acin gs that had gone on at the M arch 31st 
d em on stration . They sum m ed up that the m acing w as a s ig n  that it was the VA who 
was w eak and the people who w ere  stron g  and b eca u se  of that stren g th , the VA had 
to r e s o r t  to m acin g  people in ord er to keep them  "in. lin e . M T h ese  kinds o f lesso  ns 
a re  im p ortant to take out to the people w e 'r e  try in g  to o rg a n ize . We have to m ake 
people understand who it is  that the VA r ea lly  s e r v e s ,  i. e . it  d o esn 't s e r v e  v e te r 
a n s , but the ruling c la s s  and th eir im p e r ia lis t  s y s te m . If people a re  attack ed  or  
h a ra ssed  w h ile  doing w ork at the VA, we should turn th is back around on the VA by  
show ing them , and the m a s s e s  of v e ts , that a ttack s w on't stop  our w ork , but w ill 
only m ake us m o re  d eterm in ed  to continue the stru g g le . A gain, sum m ing up th ese  
kinds of a ttack s for  people w ill help  to show  them  that we do m ean b u sin ess  and that 
w e a re  a fighting organ iza tion  w hich is  ready to take, up th eir  s tr u g g le s .

J

W hat1 s A N e w s le tte r , Anyhow? ? ?

U n le ss  it* s u se d , it* s not m uch of anything.

B ec a u se  w e c o n s is te n tly  d isc o v e r  that p eop le  e ith er  are  not reading the n e w s
le t te r , o r  not even  see in g  it , it* s n e c e s s a r y  to ask  once again  what p eop le think  
the n e w sle tte r  should be u sed  fo r , and how it can be m ade as u se fu l as p o s s ib le - -  
o r  if  w-e should stop sending it out, or  what.

At th is  po in t, w e a re  try in g  to include in the N e w sle tte r  that in form ation  w hich  
w e fe e l  it i s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  p eop le  to h a v e --th a t in c lu d es w ork su m -u p s , le s s o n s  
le a rn ed , m ech a n ica l th ings (m ee tin g s , a d d re ss  l i s t s ) ,  in form ation  which w e a re  
ask ed  to p a ss  along to the organ ization . It a lso  in c lu d es added in form ation  around  
a r t ic le s  in  W inter S o ld ier  w hich can be u se fu l in te r m s  of ta lk ing about the paper. 
And it in c lu d es what w e see  as " n ice -to -h a v e"  in fo r m a tio n --fo r  in sta n ce , the 
in form ation  fro m  the PRG in th is  is s u e . In the p a st, the N e w sle tte r  h a s not been  
u sed  for  p o le m ics  o r  for  th eo r e tic a l d is c u s s io n s  of lin e .

We have seen  the N e w sle tte r  a s  a r e so u r c e  w hich could be u sed  by the g en era l 
m em b ersh ip  o f the o r g a n iz a tio n --a t  le a s t ,  m any p arts of it. But, in m o s t  p la c e s , 
that is  not happening* One thing w hich w e could do i s  send out m ore  co p ies  to 
ch a p ters . We could attem p t to reorgan ize the m a ter ia l. We could m ake it sh o rter  
(o r  lo n g e r ), o r  print it m o re  reg u la r ly . Our lim its  are  tim e  and m oney (we c a n 't  
afford  to p rin t o r  to send out too m any c o p ie s ) . But our m ajor lim ita tio n  i s  not 
knowing what p eop le  s e e  a s  the m o st u se fu l m ea n s by w hich to get the n e c e s s a r y  
in form ation  out to y o u - - s o  p le a se  le t  u s  know.
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GI W ork W eekend

A GI w ork w eekend is  ten ta tiv e ly  sch ed u led  for  e a r ly  June. In a ll probability  
it w ill be the w eekend of June 8 -9 . The s ite  o f the m eetin g  w ill be in C incinnati, 
Ohio. A ll ch ap ters doing regu lar  GI w ork are  inv itied  to send two rep re sen ta tiv e s  
to the m eetin g , and reg io n s not doing GI w ork a re  invited  to a lso  send two r e p r e s e n 
ta tiv es .

The m ain  em p h a sis  of the w ork w eekend w ill be to sum  up the GI work of the 
past few  m on ths, s in ce  the adoption of the GI program . C hapters attending should  
com e to the m eetin g  w ith prepared w ritten  rep o rts  and p ro p o sa ls . C hapters c u r 
ren tly  involved  in GI w ork, but unable to attend the w ork w eekend, should subm it 
w ritten  rep o rts  for the w orkshop w e ll in advance of the m eetin g  so  as to fa c ilita te  
rep rod uction  of rep orts  for the m eetin g .

A ll n e c e s s a r y  lo g is t ic a l  in form ation  on lo ca tio n , food and hou sin g a r ra n g e 
m ents w ill be forth com in g  in the v ery  near fu tu re. Agenda item s and su g g ested  a g 
endas should be subm itted  in advance to a llow  for  publication .

N ation al S teerin g  C om m ittee  M eeting

The n ext NSCM is  s e t  for  the July 4th w eekend; it w ill be held  in M ilw aukee. 
T h is is  a change fro m  the p lace  d ec id ed  upon at the la s t  m eetin g . S ince that t im e ,  
it has b eco m e  im p o ss ib le  for  Ohio to h ost the m e e tin g , and M ilw aukee has o ffered  
to take on the job. They w ill lie sending out m a ilin g s  con cern in g  that m eetin g  
w ithin the n ext coup le of w eek s.

Funding

In la te  M arch w e sen t out a sp e c ia l appeal to  the ch ap ters in hopes o f getting  
enough m oney to keep  the o ffice  going and to print the v a r io u s p ap ers. A s o f the 
tim e  th is  N e w s le tte r  w as w r itten , the fo llow ing  ch ap ters have responded: M ilwauke 
A llen d ale  (M ich igan ), H aw aii, the N, O. , B a lt im o r e , San D ieg o , S a lin a s , L os  
A n g e le s , W ashington DC, New York C ity , London, H ouston, and O range County. 
M ilw aukee, H aw aii, London, and H ouston each sen t in at le a s t  the $100 w e su g g este  
in that le t te r . The revo lu tion ary  thanks of the N ational C o llec tiv e  and of the organi 
z at ion a s  a w hole to th ese  ch a p ters , and to a ll the other ch ap ters who w ill  be doing 
th e  sa m e  th ing.

And, of c o u r se , a rem in d er: a new is s u e  of the paper is  out and has to be 
paid fo r  so  we can afford to print another is s u e . C hapter d u e s - - $ l  p er  p erson  
p er  m on th »-sh ou ld  a lso  be com ing in m o re  reg u la r ly . It is  our organ ization  and 
it  is  our r e sp o n s ib ility  to support it.



B arry  Rom o A ccep ts  N om ination  to N ation al O ffice

At the St. L ouis NSCM, s e v e r a l people w ere  nom inated for  the p osition  of 
N ational C oord inator. Thus fa r , the only p erson  to a ccep t nom ination  is  B a rry  
R om o of R iv e r s id e , C a liforn ia . We w ill continue to announce a ccep ta n ces  and 
d ec lin a tio n s  of nom ination  in the n e w sle tter  as we are  notified  of them . B elow  is  
B a r r y ’s resu m e  so  that ch ap ters can  fa m ilia r iz e  th e m se lv e s  w ith h is h is to r y  of 
p o litica l w ork.

R esu m e of B a rry  R om o
2 7 y ea rs  old
born and ra ised  in San B ern ard in o , C a liforn ia

M ilitary: Joined the A rm y in January, 1966 - -  R e lea sed  in January, 1969
W as a L ieutenant w ith the A m e r ica l d iv is io n  w hile  in V ietnam  (July, 1967 

.to M ay, 1968).

VVAW/WSO: F ir s t  reg io n a l coord in ator  of C aliforn ia  reg ion  - -  F eb -J u n e , 1971
E lec ted  to p osition  of C aliforn ia  r ep re sen ta tiv e  (equ ivalent of su b -reg io n a l 

coord in ator) and f il le d  th is p osition  from  Ju n e-S ep tem b er , 1971
E lected  to p osition  of reg ion a l coord in ator  again  and serv ed  from  O ctober,

1971 to A p ril, 1972
E lected  to N ation al O ffice in A p ril, 1972 and r e -e le c te d  in  A p ril, 1973. He 

le f t  the NO and returned  to R iv e r s id e , CA in A p ril, 1974.
E lec ted  to p o sitio n  of south ern  C a liforn ia  su b -re g io n a l coord in ator  in June, 

1974. He has b een  r e - e le c te d  tw ice and s t i l l  holds that posi tion

M isce lla n eo u s  VVAW/WSO activ ity : T e s t if ie d  a t W inter S o ld ier  In vestigation  in
F eb ru a ry , 1971 and headed the C aliforn ia  d e leg a tio n  to D ew ey Canyon HI.

A s a N ation al O ffice r e p r e se n ta tiv e , B a rry  coord in ated  VVAW/WSOs p a r t ic i
pation in the M iam i C onventions national d em o n stra tio n s.

R ep resen ted  the o rg an iza tion  on a trip  to Hanoi in D e ce m b e r , 1972 (during  
the C h ristm a s bom b in gs).

VVAW/WSO d e leg a te  to the C am bodian S o lid a r ity  C on feren ce held  in P a r is  
in D e ce m b e r , 1973.

Other P o lit ic a l A ctiv ity : P r io r  to jo in ing VVAW /W SO, B a rry  w as involved in s tu 
dent a n ti-w a r  w ork  and com m u nity  w ork around p o lice  r e p r e ss io n .

In A ugu st, 1974, he w as e lec te d  to the p o sitio n  of coord in ator  of the R iv ers id e  
P o lit ic a l P r is o n e r s  D e fen se  C om m ittee  and s t i l l  holds that p osition .

Has been  a m em b er of the R evo lu tion ary  Union s in c e  A ugust, 1974.

N o tes  F ro m  the P ap er P a ck er  -

O ver the p a st few  m onths the num ber of W inter S o ld iers  that the ch a p ters  have 
been  ord er in g  has been  reduced due, we think, to a m o re  r e a l i s t i c  a s s e s s m e n t  of 
ju st how m any p ap ers  we can s e l l .  A s a r e su lt  we have ordered  l e s s  p ap ers each  
m onth, sav in g  m on ey , and at the sam e tim e , se ll in g  m o re  p a p ers . We think that 
th is is  r e a lly  a good thing. T h is m onth, we found a sligh t in c r e a se  in the num ber
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of p ap ers that the ch a p ters  w anted, m eaning that ch ap ters have found that now they  
can s e l l  m ore  p a p ers  and m ake b etter  u se  of th em . B eca u se  we need to know how  
m any p ap ers the ch ap ters w ill want b efo re  we go to the p r in ter , it is  im p era tiv e  that 
you le t  us know by the 15th of the m onth, how m any p ap ers you want of the next is s u e .  
T his m onth, one chapter in crea sed  th eir  order from  800 to 2, 000 p a p ers , but d idn’t 
te ll u s in  ad van ce. L u ck ily , we o v e r -o rd er ed  due to a m isc a lcu la tio n  on our p a rt,'a n d  
w ere  able to g ive them  a ll that they asked  fo r . If th is happened w ith  s e v e r a l ch ap ters  
it could r e su lt  in our not having enough p ap ers to go around. SO PLEA SE LET US 
KNOW BY THE 15th OF EACH MONTH, HOW MANY PA PER S YOU WANT.

Due to r is in g  shipping c o s t s ,  we have taken to sending m o st of the p ap ers out 
by p a r c e l p o st, w hich  is  ch eap er  in m any c a s e s .  The r e su lt  has been  that we are  
spending a lo t of m on ey  on p re -p a id  shipping c o s t s .  Many ch ap ters have b een  paying  
the shipping c o s t s ,  but we a sk  that if you haven't you sta r t paying the full am ount on 
the sh ipping b ill that w e send along w ith  the o rd er . T h is ,w ill r ea lly  help u s out.

E ach  m onth m ore  and m ore ch ap ters a re  paying for  th eir  p a p ers . We hope that 
you w ill be able to keep th is up, and we hope that the ch ap ters that have been fa llin g  
down in paying p le a se  rem em b er  that if you pay, we can have a next is su e  for su re .
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