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NO W IN TER SOLDIER

T h e r e  w il l  b e  no A p r i l  i s s u e  of W in te r  S o ld i e r . T he  p ro b le m  is  an  old o n e - -  
m oney . T h e r e  i s n ' t  any. T he  M a r c h  i s s u e  c o s t  a p p r o x im a te ly  $685 f o r  14 th o u san d  
c o p ie s ;  f r o m  c h a p te r s  we h av e  r e c e iv e d  s l ig h t ly  o v e r  $100 f o r  th a t  i s s u e ,  and  th a t  
i s  b e t t e r  th an  it has  b e en  in the p a s t .  M ultip ly  th a t  by the  p a s t  coup le  of y e a r s ,  and 
a d d -e x t r a  m o n ey  f o r  the  p e r io d  when no one p a id  any th in g  at a l l  f o r  the  p a p e r ,  and 
you  can  s ee  th a t  W in te r  S o ld ie r  is  so m e th in g  l e s s  th an  a p ro f i t -m a k in g  v e n tu re .

We can  only  r e p e a t  w hat h a s  b e e n  s a id  b e fo re .  We see  th e  p a p e r  a s  an in v a lu ab le  
p o l i t ic a l  to o l  f o r  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  l a s t  s e v e r a l  I s s u e s ,  w e see  
the  a r t i c l e s  on the  w o rk  and  a c t io n s  of the  o rg a n iz a t io n  a s  an im p o r ta n t  way to show 
p eo p le  w ha t w e a r e  doing and to  ex p la in  why w e a r e  doing  it. But th e  m o n ey  to  p r in t  
th e  p a p e r  d o e s  n o t - - a n d  w i l l  n o t - - f a l l  f r o m  th e  sky. We hope to be a b le  to p r in t  an  
i s s u e  (which w i l l  b e  the  A p r i l /M a y  i s s u e )  in the  m id d le  of A p r i l .

R e v o lu t io n a r y  S tuden t B r ig a d e  C a l l in g  f o r  A p r i l  19th D em o s  A ro u n d  W ar

The R e v o lu t io n a ry  S tuden t B r ig a d e  w ill  be s p o n s o r in g  n a t io n a l  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  
on A p r i l  19th a ro u n d  the g ro w in g  d a n g e r  of w a r .  L a s t  w eek , the NO took a s t r a w  
vote  of r e g io n s  b e c a u s e  the RSB N a tio n a l  O ffice  had  p r e s e n t e d  u s  w ith  a p r o p o s a l  
to c o - s p o n s o r  th e s e  a c t io n s  on a n a t io n a l  l e v e l .  We took the  vo te  and a m a j o r i t y  
of r e g io n s  vo ted  in  f a v o r  of th is  p r o p o s a l .  H o w e v e r ,  the s t r a w  vote  h a s  b e co m e  
u n n e c e s s a r y  and  RSB w ill  be  s p o n s o r in g  th e s e  a c t io n s  a lo n e  on the n a tio n a l  le v e l .  
T h is  is  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e re  s o m e  d a te  and  p la c e  c h a n g e s  going  on (w hich h av e  now 
been  i ro n e d  ou t f o r  the m o s t  p a r t ) .  A f te r  re v ie w in g  the s i tu a t io n  an d  the c o u r s e s  
of a c t io n  th a t  the RSB had , the RSB N a tio n a l  O ffice  h a s  d e c id e d  tha t  one m o n th 's  
n o t ic e  i s  too s h o r t  a  t im e  to b r in g  to g e th e r  a  n a t io n a l  c o a l i t io n ;  th u s ,  they  have  
a s k e d  th a t  W A W /W S O  no t c o - s p o n s o r  the  A p r i l  19th d e m o n s t r a t io n s .  In s te a d ,  
lo c a l  RSB c h a p te r s  w il l  be  fo r m in g  c o a l i t io n s  a ro u n d  th e s e  n a t io n a l  a c t io n s  and 
t ry in g  to  u n i te  a l l  w ho c an  be u n i te d  a ro u n d  the d e m a n d s  of the  a c t io n s .
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A s th in g s  s tan d  now, th e r e  w il l  be  fo u r  n a t io n a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  h e ld  on A p r i l  
19th - -  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity ,  C h icag o , the B ay  A re a  and L o s  A n g e le s  (though  i t  m a y  
t u r n  ou t th a t  t h e r e  is  only  one d e m o n s t r a t io n  in  C a l i fo rn ia ) .  T hough  the fina l  d e ­
m a n d s  have  n o t b e e n  w o rk e d  out, i t  lo o k s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  th a t  they  w ill  be:

* We W o n 't  F ig h t  Y o u r I m p e r i a l i s t  W a r s !
* S u p e rp o w e rs  H ands  Off the  M i d - E a s t  - -  V ic to ry  to the 

P a l e s t i n i a n  P e o p le !
* V ic to ry  to the In d o c h in e se  P e o p le  - -  End A ll A id to  T h ie u  

and  L on  N o l !
B e c a u s e  a l l  of th e se  d e m a n d s  a r e  w ith in  the o rg a n iz a t io n a l  p o s i t io n s  of VVAW / 

WSO an d  b e c a u s e  the  g ro w in g  t h r e a t  of w a r  is  a m a j o r  q u e s t io n  th a t  r e v o lu t io n a ry  
f o r c e s  in  the US m u s t  b eg in  a d d r e s s in g  in  a  r e a l  w ay , the NO fe e ls  th a t  VVAW /WSO 
c h a p te r s  shou ld  take  up  th e s e  A p r i l  19th d e m o n s t r a t io n s  and  w o rk  w ith  the Rf?B in 
bu ild in g  th e s e  a c t io n s  a ro u n d  the c o u n t ry .  RSB c h a p te r s  w il l  be c o n tac t in g  m a n y  
of o u r  c h a p te r s  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the c o u n try ,  and  we w ould s t ro n g ly  u r g e  tha t 
c h a p te r s  jo in  in  the  c o a l i t io n s  th a t  RSB is  b u ild in g  on  a lo c a l  le v e l  a ro u n d  the c o u n ­
t r y .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  th a t  o u r  o rg a n iz a t io n  co n tin u e  to bu ild  f i r m e r  t ie s  w ith  o r g a n i ­
z a t io n s  s u c h  a s  the  RSB w h e r e v e r  p o s s ib le ,  and w o rk in g  a ro u n d  th e s e  A p r i l  19th a c ­
t io n s  'can  be  one s te p  in  th is  d i r e c t io n .  A lso ,  w e th ink  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  th a t  VVAW/ 
WSO be v i s ib le  a t  th e s e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  We have  h e a r d  th a t  o rg a n iz a t io n s  su ch  
a s  the C PU SA  and  the  t r o t s k y i t e  S o c ia l i s t  W o r k e r s  P a r t y  w ill  a l s o  be ho ld ing  d e m ­
o n s t r a t i o n s  in  A p r i l  a ro u n d  the q u e s t io n  of w a r .  I t  is  im p o r ta n t  th a t  o u r  o r g a n i z a ­
t io n  be invo lved  in  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  w h ich  can  c o u n te r  the r e f o r m i s t  g a rb a g e  th a t  
th e s e  o th e r  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  w ill  be p u t t in g  out, so  th a t  we can  be a p a r t  of an  e f fo r t  
to  $ake a good p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of the q u e s t io n  of w a r  to the  m a s s e s  of p e o ­
p le  in  th is  c o u n try .

We w ould  s u g g e s t  th a t  f o r  th o se  c h a p te r s  who a r e  going to w o rk  on th e s e  a c ­
t io n s  th a t  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  of b u ild in g  v e ts  c o n t in g e n ts  in  th e s e  d e m o s  be in v e s t ig a te d .  
B u ild ing  v e ts  c o n t in g e n ts  h a s  b e e n  p ro v e n  s u c c e s s f u l  by so m e  c h a p te r s  in  the o r ­
g a n iz a t io n  in  the p a s t ,  and we th ink  th a t  th is  k ind of th ing could  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f ­
fe c t iv e  in  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  th a t  w ill  be d e a l in g  w ith  the  q u e s t io n  of p r e s e n t  and fu ­
t u r e  w a r s ,  i . e .  by pu tt in g  f o r w a r d  the u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  v e ts  fought in  the l a s t  
i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  and w e l e a r n e d  out l e s s o n s  w e ll  enough  to oppose  any  fu tu re  i m ­
p e r i a l i s t  w a r s .  A lso ,  c h a p te r s  should  be p r e p a r i n g ,  in  l ig h t  of th e s e  A p r i l  19th 
a c t i o n s ,  f o r  p a r t  of the  c h a r a c t e r  of the d e m o n s t r a t io n s  to change  to the v ic to r y  
of th e  C a m b o d ia n  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r c e s  in  l i b e r a t i n g  P h n o m  P e n h ,  a s  w e ll  a s  the g r e a t  
a d v a n c e s  th a t  the V ie tn a m e s e  a r e  m a k in g  in l i b e r a t i n g  th e i r  c o u n try .  I t  could  w e ll  
be  th a t  A p r i l  19th w ou ld  fa l l  in  w e ll  w i th  v ic to r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .

A n o th e r  th ing  th a t  we s u g g e s t  is  th a t  the  M a r c h  29 th  a c t io n s  be u s e d  to he lp  
b u ild  the A p r i l  19th d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  If c h a p te r s  do d ec id e  to take  up  A p r i l  19th a s  
so m e th in g  to w o rk  a ro u n d ,  then  th is  shou ld  be ta lk ed  ab o u t a t  M a r c h  29th  a c t io n s ,  
b y  a n n o u n c in g  the  a c t i o n s ,  hav ing  le a f l e t s  a ro u n d  the a c t io n s ,  e tc .  In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  
M a r c h  29 th  c an  b e  u s e d  to bu ild  f o r  A p r i l  19th, and in  tu r n ,  A p r i l  19th can  be u s e d  
to h e lp  b u ild  f o r  o u r  A rm e d  F o r c e s  Day a c t i v i t i e s  in  M ay.

T he  NO w ill  be g e tt in g  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  the RSB th a t  a r e  be ing  p ro d u c e d  on a 
n a t io n a l  l e v e l .  We w ill  be sen d in g  th e s e  out to c h a p te r s  who c a n  u s e  th e m , so if 
y o u r  c h a p te r  i s  in t e r e s t e d  in  the A p r i l  19th a c t io n s ,  w a n ts  f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n  o r  
w ould  l ik e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  b u ild in g  the a c t io n s ,  c o n ta c t  the NO o r  the  RSB c h a p te r  
n e a r e s t  to  you.



VA S lave  L a b o r

S e v e r a l  VVAW /W SO c h a p te r s  doing  w o rk  in  and a ro u n d  VA h o s p i ta l s  have  b een  
g e t t in g  in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  VA p a t ie n ts  c o n c e rn in g  the  p a t i e n t s '  a n g e r  a ro u n d  the  u se  
of " d o m i c i l i a i r e s .  M F r o m  w ha t we can  p ie c e  t o g e th e r  a t  th i s  t i m e ,  th e  p r o g r a m  in ­
v o lv e s  u s in g  p a t ie n t s  to  do the  w o rk  w h ich  sh o u ld  be  done by VA s ta f f  p e o p le ,  p r i m a r i l y  
a s  o r d e r l i e s  in  th e  h o s p i ta l s .  F o r  th is  w o rk ,  p a t ie n t s  a r e  p a id  so m e th in g  l ik e  30£ 
o r  40£ p e r  h o u r .  T h e  d e g r e e  to  w h ich  p a t ie n ts  a r e  p r e s s u r e d  in to  doing th is  w o rk  
s e e m s  to v a r y  f r o m  p la c e  to p la c e ,  bu t in  m a n y  c a s e s ,  th is  s e e m s  to be  one of the  
few  w a y s  in  w h ich  a  p a t ie n t  c a n  e a r n  any m o n ey  a t  a l l .

We n e e d  m o r e  in fo rm a t io n ;  c h a p te r s  an d  in d iv id u a ls  w o rk in g  in the  VA shou ld  
g ive  s p e c ia l  a t te n t io n  to  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  find out how th ey  w o rk ,  w h a t  k inds  of 
p r e s s u r e  a r e  b e in g  put on p a t i e n t s ,  e x a c t ly  w hat k in d s  of w o rk  a r e  in v o lved , e tc . 
S e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of th i s  p r o g r a m  s e e m  to  u s  (on th e  b a s i s  of in c o m p le te  in fo rm a t io n )  
to  have  so m e  r e a l  p o te n t ia l  f o r  o rg a n iz in g .  T he  v io la t io n  of th e  d e m o c r a t i c  r ig h ts  
of p a t ie n ts  i s  one a s p e c t ;  the  u s e  of w hat i s  o b je c t iv e ly  sca b  l a b o r  to  do the  jo b s  fo r  
w h ich  th e  u n e m p lo y e d  cou ld  be  h i r e d  is  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t .  T he  f a c t  th a t  th e  
VA, h a s  a  huge b u d g e t  w h ich  cou ld  b e  u s e d  in  p a r t  to  pay f o r  th is  k ind  of s ta f f  w o rk  
is  a n o th e r  f e a tu r e  of th e  p r o g r a m - - t h e  m o n ey  is going s o m e w h e re ,  an d  i t  i s n ' t  into 
p a t ie n t  c a r e .  E x p lo i ta t io n  of p a t ie n t s  i s  n o t one o f  the  s ta te d  p u r p o s e s  of th e  VA.

P l e a s e  f in d  ou t  w hat you  c a n ,  and l e t  u s  know. T h e  s o o n e r  the  b e t t e r .

T r i a l  U p -D a te s

^ G a ry  L aw to n : R e c e n t ly ,  the  R iv e r s id e  P o l i t i c a l  P r i s o n e r s  D efen se  C o m m it te e  
s e n t  o u t a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  to  a l l  ch ap te  rs  who w e r e  l i s t e d  on the p re v io u s  c h a p te r  l i s t . .  
S ince  m o s t  c h a p te r s  have  th a t  r e l e a s e ,  w e w o n 't  g ive  a  d e ta i le d  ru n -d o w n  of w hat is  
h ap p en in g  w i th  the L aw to n  t r i a l .  C h a p te r s  should  be a w a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  the th ird  
t r i a l  of G a ry  L a w to n  b e g an  on M a r c h  6th. J u r y  s e le c t io n  l a s t e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  w eeks  
(s e e  l a s t  i s s u e  of WS) and i t  w a s  the  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of ev id en ce  th a t  b eg an  in e a r l y  
M a r c h .  S ince  th a t  t im e ,  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  c l e a r  th a t  the o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r i t y  of 
' ’e v id e n c e "  is  the s a m e  o ld  s h i t  th a t  w a s  b ro u g h t  out in  the f i r s t  and  seco n d  t r i a l s .  
The e s s e n c e  of the  p r o s e c u t i o n ’s c a s e  is  b a s e d  a ro u n d  w h a t is  c a l le d  the " fo u r  l i e s .  " 
T h e s e  a r e :  (1) the  a l le g e d  s a le  of the m u r d e r  w eapon  to L aw to n  by R onald  W il l ia m s  
and R onald  M cK innon; (2) the te s t im o n y  of p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  L und; (3) the a l le g e d  m o ­
t iv e  of re v e n g e  f o r  the p o l ic e  sh o o tin g  of W il l ia m  P a l m e r  (a m e m b e r  of the  c o m ­
m u n i ty  who l a t e r  w o rk e d  w i th  the  R P P D C );  and (4) the s o - c a l l e d  " ja i lh o u se  c o n f e s ­
s io n s "  in  w h ic h  L aw to n  su p p o se d ly  told h is  f o r m e r  c e l l m a te s  th a t  he c o m m it te d  the 
c r i m e .  T h e s e  l i e s  have  been  b ro u g h t  out in  the p r e v io u s  t r i a l s ,  and a r e  once ag a in  
the e s s e n c e  of the  p r o s e c u t i o n ' s  c a s e ,  and  th e s e  l i e s  a r e  r a p id ly  b e in g  e x p o sed  by 
the  d e fe n s e .  A ls o ,  m o r e  and  m o r e  e v id e n c e  is  c o m in g  ou t a ro u n d  the g o v e r n m e n t 's  
f a i l u r e  to co m p ly  w i th  c o u r t  o r d e r s  to r e l e a s e  in fo r m a t io n ,  and the d e fen se  c o m m i t ­
te e  f e e l s  th a t  the tide  a ro u n d  the s t ru g g le  of G a ry L a w to n  is  b e g in n in g  to tu r n .  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  the ju d g e  to ld  the  c o u r t r o o m  th a t  if f a i l u r e  to co m p ly  w ith  a  c o u r t  o r d e r  
i s ,  in  f a c t ,  p ro v e n ,  one of the  c o n s e q u e n c e s  c a n  be  the d i s m i s s a l  of a l l  c h a r g e s .
T h is  i s  the f i r s t  t im e  th a t  the  d i s m i s s a l  of c h a r g e s  h a s  b e en  m e n t io n e d  and i t  m a y  
be a  s ig n  of th in g s  to c o m e .
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T h o u g h  the d e fe n s e  of G a ry  L aw to n  is  going w e l l  in s id e  the  c o u r t r o o m ,  w e s t i l l  
have  to r e m e m b e r  th a t  i t  is  the p o w e r  of the  p eo p le  u n ited  in  s u p p o r t  of th is  s t r u g ­
g le  th a t  w ill  f in a l ly  s e t  G a ry  f r e e .  M o re  c h a p t e r s  a r e  beg inn ing  to tak e  up Law ton  
w o rk  in  a  r e a l  w ay , and  c h a p te r s  shou ld  p u s h  h a r d e r  a ro u n d  th is  s t ru g g le  to r e a l l y  
do the w o r k  of b u ild in g  a m a s s  m o v e m e n t  a ro u n d  h is  d e fe n se .  A lso ,  th e r e  is  g r o w ­
ing s u p p o r t  w ith in  the R iv e r s id e  c o m m u n ity .  On the open ing  day  of the t r i a l ,  abou t 
30 p e o p le  h e ld  a  p ic k e t  l in e  in  f r o n t  of the R iv e r s i d e  P o l ic e  D e p a r tm e n t .  By the 
t im e  the  p ic k e t  l in e  w a s  o v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  75 peop le  invo lved  and  the  d e m o n ­
s t r a t o r s  th e n  m a r c h e d  th ro u g h  the c e n t e r  of town ch an tin g  " F r e e  G a ry  L aw ton ,
F ig h t  P o l i c e  R e p r e s s i o n ! "  A n o th e r  s ig n  tha t  s u p p o r t  is  g ro w in g  w ith in  the c o m ­
m u n i ty  i s  th a t  a s te e l  w o r k e r  took a L aw to n  p e t i t io n  to w o rk  w ith  h im .  By the end 
of the d ay , he  had  g o tten  e v e ry o n e  in h is  d e p a r tm e n t  to s ign  the p e t i t io n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
two J e s u s - f r e a k s  who r e fu s e d  to s ig n .  He a l s o  so ld  s e v e r a l  b u t to n s .  VVAW/WSO 
m u s t  s e iz e  the  in i t ia t iv e  of the g row ing  m o v e m e n t  a ro u n d  G a ry  L aw ton . Now is  
the  t im e  to r e a l l y  p u s h  fo r  p e o p le  to send  l e t t e r s  to the judge  ( le a f le t s  w e r e  sen t  
ou t w i th  the l a s t  n e w s le t t e r  m a i l in g )  d e m an d in g  th a t  a l l  c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  L aw to n  be 
d ro p p e d  an d  th a t  the  h a r a s s m e n t  of G a ry  and of h is  s u p p o r t e r s  be s to p p ed . If  you 
d o n 't  have  the a d d r e s s ,  p e o p le  should  send  l e t t e r s  to: Ju d g e  L eo  D eegan , 4050 
M ain  S t. , R iv e r s id e ,  C a l i fo rn ia  92501. T h is  l e t t e r - w r i t i n g  c a m p a ig n  a l s o  n e ed s  
to be p o p u la r iz e d  w ith in  c h a p te r  c o m m u n i t ie s ,  so  ge t ou t th e r e  and s p r e a d  the 
w o rd ,  ge t  th o se  p e t i t io n s  s ig n ed ,  and  bu ild  th a t  m o v e m e n t  w h ich  w il l  f in a l ly  s e t  
G a ry  L a w to n  f r e e !
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* Bob H ood: A v ic to r y  w a s  w on  in  the  c a s e  of Bob Hood w h en  a l l  c h a r ­
g e s  a g a in s t  Bob (a m e m b e r  of VVAW/W SO in  O ak land )  w e r e  d ro p p e d  on  M a r c h  6th. 
T he  day  the  c h a r g e s  w e r e  d ro p p e d  w as  e x a c t ly  13 m o n th s  a f t e r  Hood w as  a r r e s t e d  
and c h a r g e d  w i th  a s s a u l t i n g  a  p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  w i th  a  d e a d ly  w eap o n  in  F e b . , 1974. 
Hood w en t to t r i a l  on th e s e  c h a r g e s  in  J a n u a r y  of th is  y e a r  and  a f t e r  tw o w e e k s ,
a m i s t r i a l  w a s  d e c l a r e d  b e c a u s e  the  j u r y  w a s  hung (s e e  F e b r u a r y  i s s u e  of WS f o r  
m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t the t r i a l ) .  T h e  f r a m e - u p  of Bob Hood b e g an  w ith  h is  a r r e s t  fo l ­
low ing  a r e ig n  of t e r r o r  by  O ak land  p o l ic e  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the  k i l l in g  of M a r c u s  F o s ­
t e r  and  k id n ap p in g  of P a t r i c i a  H e a r s t  by the SLA . Hood w a s  s to p p ed  w h ile  d r iv in g  
a f r i e n d ’s c a r  (the c a r  had  p r e v io u s ly  b e lo n g ed  to  an  a l le g e d  m e m b e r  of the SLA).
H e w a s  a sk e d  to ge t ou t  of the c a r  and  w a s  th en  a t ta c k e d  by  O f f ic e r  T ed  B u r ro w s  
of the  O P D . F o llo w in g  the b r u t a l  b e a t in g ,  Bob w a s  a r r e s t e d  fo r  a l l e g e d ly  a s s a u l t ­
ing  B u r r o w s  w i th  a d e a d ly  w eap o n  - -  a  3"  p o c k e t  kn ife  th a t  w as  found in  B o b 's  p o c k ­
e t  a f t e r  he had  b e e n  h an d cu ffed .  T he  g o v e rn m e n t  knew  th ey  had no r e a l  c a s e  a g a in s t  
H ood w i th  the  p r e v io u s  hung ju r y ,  the  s ta t e  w a s  b a c k e d  in to  a  c o m e r  to the  p o in t  
w h e re  a l l  c h a r g e s  w e r e  d ro p p e d .

* O th e r  t r i a l s  in  C a l i fo rn ia :  E l s e w h e r e  in  n o r t h e r n  C a l i fo rn ia ,  VVAW/W SO 
m e m b e r s  a r e  fa c in g  c h a r g e s  on two o th e r  in c id e n ts .  Tw o VVAW/W SO m e m b e r s  
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  on J a n .  2 3 rd  in  San J o s e ,  a long  w i th  28 o th e r  p e o p le ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w h ich  w a s  he ld  o u ts id e  the c o u r th o u s e  w h e re  R u ch e ll  M ag ee  w as  
s e n te n c e d  to  l i f e  in  p r i s o n .  We a r e n ' t  c e r t a i n  w hen  th e s e  p eo p le  w il l  be in  c o u r t ,  
b u t  they  have  a l l  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w ith  " d e m o n s t r a t in g  n e a r  a  c o u r th o u s e "  and a r e  e x ­
p e c te d  to  h av e  c o u r t  d a te s  s o m e t im e  in  M a r c h .  A ls o ,  13 m e m b e r s  w il l  be in  
coxxrt so o n  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the  t a k e - o v e r  of the  S a igon  C o n su la te  on J a n ,  25 th  in  San 
F r a n c i s c o .  T h e s e  13 p eo p le  have  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w ith  " t r e s p a s s i n g ,  " and we a r e n ’t 
c e r t a i n  a b o u t  t h e i r  f in a l  c o u r t  d a te s  e i t h e r ,  (See M a r c h  i s s u e  of WS and  l a s t  n e w s ­
l e t t e r  f o r  m o r e  d e ta i l s  a b o u t  b o th  of th e se  a r r e s t s ) .

* D anny F r i e d m a n  (Shea  S ta d iu m  A ttack ) :  T h e  t r i a l  of D anny  F r i e d m a n ,  one 
of the  VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s  b e a te n  by g u a rd s  a t  the  Shea S ta d iu m  a t t a c k  w h ich  
o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  the  "H o n o r  V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s "  b a s e b a l l  g a m e ,  has  b e e n  c o n t in ­
u e d  u n t i l  A p r i l  18th b e c a u s e  the c o u r t  c a le n d a r  h a s  b e e n  fu l l .  D anny is  the only 
p e r s o n  out of th o se  who w e r e  a t ta c k e d  by  Shea  S ta d iu m  g u a rd s  who is  s t i l l  f a c in g  
c h a r g e s ,  and  he w i l l  b e  going  to  t r i a l  on c h a r g e s  of 3 rd  d e g r e e  a s s a u l t .

* GRUNC 10: On O ct.  29 th  of l a s t  y e a r ,  10 p e o p le  l i b e r a t e d  the  C am b o d ian  
(L on  N ol) M is s io n  to  the  U nited  N a tio n s  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity .  M e m b e r s  of VVAW / 
WSO, In d o c h in a  P e a c e  C a m p a ig n ,  In d o ch in a  S o l id a r i ty  C o m m it te e ,  R e v o lu t io n a ry  
S tu d en t  B r ig a d e  and W hite  L ig h tn in g  w e r e  in v o lv ed  w i th  th is  t a k e - o v e r  and  c h a r ­
ged w i th  c r i m i n a l  . t r e s p a s s .  A ll  c h a r g e s  a g a in s t  th e s e  10 p eo p le  w e r e  d ro p p e d  
in  l a te  J a n u a r y  (we fo r g o t  to no tify  p eo p le  in  the la s t  n e w s le t t e r )  b e c a u s e  so m e  of 
the p eo p le  in v o lv ed  in  p r e s s i n g  c h a r g e s  d e c id ed  n o t  to show  up a t  c o u r t  and p r e ­
s e n t  e v id e n c e  a g a in s t  the GRUNC 10.

* C in c in n a t i  7: T he  t r i a l  of the C in c in n a t i  7 i s  s e t  f o r  A p r i l  14th. The C in ­
c in n a t i  7 w e r e  a t ta c k e d  and  a r r e s t e d  by p o l ic e  a,s th ey  w e r e  p ic k e t in g  the C in c in ­
n a t i  F e d e r a l  C o u r th o u s e  l a s t  S ep t.  17th. T h e  p ic k e ts  and l e a f l e t e r s  w e r e  th e r e
a s  p a r t  of the J a m e s  H a rd y  D e fen se  C o m m it te e ,  a  c o a l i t io n  of g ro u p s  in  C in c in n a t i  
b u i l t  to su p p o r t  a  B la c k  c o m m u n ity  a c t i v i s t  on t r i a l  fo r  " in t im id a t in g  a p o l ic e  o f ­
f i c e r .  " 'T h e  s e v e n  p eo p le  (fou r  of th e m  a r e  VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s )  w e r e  c h a rg e d ,  
v a r io u s ly ,  w i th  a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y  on a p o l ic e  o f f ic e r ,  r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t  and  d i s ­
o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .



* C h ic a g o : T he  C a m p a ig n  to  Stop P o l i c e  R e p r e s s io n  h a s  won a  m a j o r  v ic to ry .  
A ntow yh C au ley ,  a  young B lack  m a n  a ro u n d  w h o m  the C h icag o  C o m m it te e  to Stop 
P o l i c e  R e p r e s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d ,  w as  found no t  gu il ty  of the f r a m e - u p  c h a r g e s  a -  
g a in s t  h im .  T h e  w e e k - lo n g  t r i a l ,  w h ich  ended  on M a r c h  14th, w a s  a t te n d e d  by 
2 0 -3 0  s u p p o r t e r s ,  in c lu d in g  m e m b e r s  of the C h icag o  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO.
T he  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of the  no t gu il ty  v e r d i c t  w as  m e t  by c h e e r s  and c h an ts  of "T he  
P e o p le  U nited  W ill N e v e r  be D e f e a t e d ! '1 T h e  C o m m it te e  (of w h ich  VVAW /W SO i s  
a  p a r t ,  saw  the v ic to ry  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the  g row ing  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  p o l ic e  r e p r e s ­
s io n  w h ich  h a s  c o n s i s ta n t ly  b e en  ta k e n  out to the p eo p le  in  c o m m u n i t ie s  in  and a -  
round  C h icag o . V ic to r ie s  l ik e  A n to w y n ’s a r e  p a r t  of the g ro w in g  s t r e n g th  of the 
c a m p a ig n  and the  m i l i t a n c y  of p e o p le  in  the c o m m u n i t ie s  who a r e  d e te r m in e d  to 
defend  th e m s e lv e s  and figh t p o l ic e  a t t a c k s .

T he  p o l ic e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  f e a r  of the g row ing  s t r e n g th  of the p eo p le  on 
J a n ,  2 5 th  w hen the c a m p a ig n  h e ld  a m a r c h  and r a l l y  in  a p re d o m in a n t ly  L a t in o  
c o m m u n i ty .  T he  cops a t ta c k e d  the d e m o n s t r a t io n  and a r r e s t e d  17 p e o p le .  E ig h t  
of th o se  a r r e s t e d  s t i l l  fa ce  c h a r g e s .  S even  of the e ig h t ,  in c lu d in g  4 VVAW/WSO 
m e m b e r s ,  a r e  fa c in g  fe lony  c h a r g e s  of a g g r e v a te d  b a t t e r y ,  and  the r e m a in in g  
d e fe n d an t  is  c h a r g e d  w i th  m i s d e m e a n o r s ,  in c lu d in g  r e s i s t i n g  a r r e s t .  On the  f i r s t  
t r i a l  d a te  ( fo r  the m i s d e m e a n o r  c a s e ) ,  the  c a m p a ig n  h e ld  a  m i l i t a n t  p ic k e t  l in e  in 
f r o n t  of C h icag o  p o l ic e  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  T he  p o l ic e  w e r e  so e a g e r  to s ee  the  p ic k e t -  
e r s  le a v e  and  the  ch an t in g  s top  th a t  the c a s e  w a s  m o v ed  up  to the f i r s t  on the c o u r t  
d o c k e t  and  the d e fe n d an t  w a s  q u ick ly  h u s s le d  out of the c o u r t  r o o m  a f t e r  a b r i e f  
m o t io n  f o r  c o n t in u a n ce  w a s  g ra n te d .  T he  d e fe n d an t  then  jo in e d  the p ic k e t  l in e ,  
and  a f t e r  a b o u t  15 m in u te s ,  p eo p le  d i s p e r s e d .

T h e  c o u r t  d a te  f o r  the s e v e n  fe lo n y  c h a r g e s  is  A p r i l  11th and the c a m p a ig n  
is  p lan n in g  to show  s u p p o r t  t h e r e  a s  w e l l .  T h e  t r i a l s  a r e  an  in te g r a l  p a r t  of the 
c a m p a ig n .  C o n s i s te n t  o rg a n iz in g  w o rk  is  be ing  done in  the c o m m u n i t ie s  and p e o ­
p le  a r e  g e tt in g  to g e th e r  to p la n  a c t i v i t i e s  b o th  a ro u n d  the t r i a l s  and a ro u n d  the 
d a y - to - d a y  p r o b le m s  of p o l ic e  r e p r e s s i o n .

T he  VA and  B e h a v io r  M o d if ic a t io n

In d iv id u a l  R ig h ts  and  th e  F e d e r a l  R o le  in B e h a v io r  M o d if ic a t io n  i s  the  n a m e  of 
a  v o lu m e  pu t ou t by th e  S u b c o m m it te e  on C o n s t i tu t io n a l  R ig h ts  of the  S en a te  J u d ic i a r y  
C o m m it te e  ( th is  w as  Sam  E r v i n 1 s c o m m it te e  in th e  l a s t  Sena te) . W hile the  m a jo r i ty  
of th e  r e p o r t  (which is  r e l a t i v e ly  sh o r t )  and th e  b a c k - u p  d o c u m e n ts  (w hich is  lengthy) 
is  d e v o ted  to  the  p r i s o n  s y s t e m ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e c t io n s  d e a l in g  w ith  the  ro le  of the  V e te r a n s  
A d m in is t r a t io n .  W hat fo llow s a r e  s e c t io n s  of the  r e p o r t .

"A s it b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  th a t  the  F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t  funds a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of 
b e h a v io r a l  r e s e a r c h  and m o d if ic a t io n  p r o g r a m s ,  the  s u b c o m m it te e  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  
a  n u m b e r  of o th e r  d e p a r tm e n t s  and a g e n c ie s  w e re  in v o lv ed  in a c t iv i t i e s  r e la t in g  to 
the  m o d if ic a t io n  of h u m an  b e h a v o i r .  The m o s t  n o ta b le  of th e s e  is  th e  V e te r a n s  A d m in i­
s t r a t i o n ,  w h ich , in t e s t im o n y  a t  jo in t  h e a r in g s  b e fo re  the  Sena te  H ealth  S u b c o m m it tee  
and  the  S u b c o m m it te e  on H e a l th  and  H o sp i ta l s  of the  S en a te  C o m m it te e  on V e te r a n s '  
A f f a i r s ,  a d m i t te d  co n duc ting  n u m e ro u s  p y s c h o s u r g ic a l  o p e ra t io n s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  
note are  th e  fo llow ing  a s p e c t s  of the  V A 's  p o licy  c o n c e rn in g  p s y c h o s u rg e ry :

"A p p ro v a l  f o r  in d iv id u a l  o p e r a t io n s  is  s e c u r e d  f r o m  the  c e n t r a l  o ff ice  of the  VA.
No h ig h e r  a u th o r i ty  is  r e q u i r e d .

(&



A lthough  the  VA h a s  g u id e l in e s  r e s t r i c t i n g  the  u s e  of p s y c h o s u r g e r y ,  i t  c o n ­
s i d e r s  the  p r a c t i c e  to  be  th e r a p y  and no t an  e x p e r im e n t a l  te ch n iq u e .

T he  VA s ta te d  th a t  th e  lo b o to m ie s  p o p u la r  in  the  1950s w e re  a p o o r  m e th o d  of 
b e h a v io r  th e ra p y ;  bu t the  a g en cy  p r e s e n t e d  no e v id e n c e  th a t  p r e s e n t  m e th o d s  of 
p s y c h o s u r g e r y  a im e d  at p ro d u c in g  a m o r e  " n o r m a l "  h u m an  b e in g  w e re  any m o r e  
e f fe c t iv e .

T h e  VA in d ic a te d  th a t  i t  c o n s id e r e d  d ru g  u s e r s  and a lc o h o l ic s  a s  p o te n t ia l ly  
v io le n t  p a t i e n t s ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  p o s s ib le  s u b je c ts  fo r  p s y c h o s u r g e r y .  . . .

"T h e  s u b c o m m it te e  w as c o n c e rn e d  bo th  by the  f a c t  th a t  V e te r a n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  
r e s e a r c h  is  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  and  s u b je c t  to  no a g e n c y - w id e  c o o rd in a t io n  and c o n t ro l ,  
and by th e  f a c t  th a t  m a n y  te c h n iq u e s  e m p lo y e d  by the  VA a r e  c o n s id e r e d  " th e ra p y "  
ev en  though  o th e r  f e d e r a l  d e p a r tm e n t s  and  a g e n c ie s  c o n s id e r  the  s a m e  te c h n iq u e s  
" e x p e r im e n ta l .  " M o r e o v e r ,  th e  ag en c y  in d ic a te s  th a t  a  p a t ie n t  cou ld  be  su b jec te d  
a g a in s t  h is  w ill  to  a  p r o c e s s  d e s ig n e d  to a l t e r  h is  b e h a v io r :

'A s  to  w h e th e r  a p a t ie n t  m ig h t  r e f u s e  p s y c h o t r o p ic  o r  b e h a v io r a l  m o d if ic a t io n s  
p r o g r a m s  o r  p s y c h o s u r g e r y  d r u g s ,  th is  m u s t  be d e te r m in e d  by the  s a m e  c r i t e r i a  
th a t  d e t e r m i n e s  the  p a t i e n t ' s  c a p a c i ty  to g ive  in fo rm e d  c o n se n t  f o r  any  t r e a tm e n t .
Good p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  s e e k s  to  find  a  w ay  to  en gage  the  p a t ie n t  in doing 
th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  a r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  b e n e f ic ia l  to  h im ,  re c o g n iz in g  th a t  at t im e s  the  
i n d iv id u a l ' s  c a p a c i ty  to  f o r m  sound ju d g m e n ts  fo r  h im s e l f  is  s e r io u s ly  im p a i r e d .
U n d e r  th e s e  l a t t e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a v a r i e ty  of c o n s id e r a t io n s  m u s t  be  re v ie w e d  by 
th e  p h y s ic ia n  w ith  th e  conclusion^  a t  t i m e s ,  th a t  t r e a t m e n t  m u s t  be in s i s t e d  upon 
d e s p i te  the  p a t ie n t '  s t e m p o r a r y  o b je c t io n s .  In m a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  m a y  be  th a t  
a  ju d g m e n t  w il l  h a v e  to  be  m a d e  by a r e s p o n s ib le  p e r s o n  le g a l ly  e n t i t le d  to  a c t  on 
b e h a l f  of th e  p a t ie n t .  ' " (T he f in a l  p a r a g r a p h  c o m e s  f r o m  a l e t t e r  to  th e  c o m m it te e  
f r o m  th en  d i r e c t o r  of th e  VA, D onald  Jo h n so n .  )

C u tting  th ro u g h  so m e  of th e  b u r e a u c r a t e s e ,  th e  VA p r id e s  i t s e l f  on hav ing  re d u c e d  
the  u s e  of p s y c h o s u r g e r y - - t h e y  a d m i t  to  on ly  15 p s y c h o s u r g ic a l  o p e ra t io n s  s in c e  1960. 
F o u r  h o s p i ta l s  a r e  " q u a l i f ie d "  to  c a r r y  ou t t h e s e  o p e r a t io n s :  D u rh a m ,  N. C. ; Long 
B e a c h ,  CA; M in n e a p o l is  , Minn; and  S y r a c u s e ,  NY, T he  VA p o in ts  to  the  f a c t  th a t  
th i s  is  a m a j o r  ch ange  f r o m  the  l a te  1 9 4 0 's w hen o v e r  1500 lo b o to m ie s  w e re  conduc ted

and  w hen  a r e v ie w  of th e  p r o c e d u r e  " fa i le d  t o  g ive  c l e a r - c u t  ev id en ce  r e g a r d in g  th e  
v a lu e  of th e  th e r a p y .  " In o th e r  w o r d s ,  the  lo b o to m ie s  w e re  e s s e n t i a l l y  an  e x p e r im e n t  
w ith  h u m an  g u in e a  p ig s ,  and  the  e x p e r im e n t  fa i le d .  W hat h ap p en ed  to th e  lo b o to m iz e d  
v e t e r a n s  is  no t  po in ted  ou t.

The r e a s o n  f o r  chang ing  t a c t i c s  in s id e  the  VA is  no t h u m a n i ta r ia n .  A c c o rd in g  
to  M. J. M u s s e r ,  MD, C h ie f  M e d ic a l  D i r e c t o r  of the  VA, "T he  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  
th e  p a s t  and  the  p r e s e n t  r e f l e c t  a  n u m b e r  of a d v a n c e s  in  the  m a n a g e m e n t  of p s y c h ia t r i c  
p a t ie n t s :  b e t t e r  c o n t ro l s  of u n p ro v e d  o r  e x p e r im e n t a l  p r o c e d u r e s ,  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  
im p r o v e m e n t  in  the  q u a l i ty  and  u s e  of p s y c h o tro p h ic  d r u g s ,  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of 
new  and  m o r e  e f fe c t iv e  te c h n iq u e s  of p s y c h o th e ra p y ,  and f in a l ly ,  m a r k e d  im p r o v e m e n t  
and  u p g ra d in g  of p s y c h ia t r i c  e d u ca t io n ,  t r a in in g ,  and s k i l l s - - a l l  of w h ich  m a k e  it 
p o s s ib le  to  t r e a t  e f fe c t iv e ly  m o s t  p a t ie n t s  w ith  a b n o r m a l  b e h a v io r  of p s y c h ia t r i c  
o r ig in  w ith o u t  r e c o u r s e  to p s y c h o s u r g e r y .  "

D r  M u s s e r  g o es  on to  d e s c r i b e  the  VA m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  w h e re  th e  
" p h y s i c i a n - in v e s t i g a t o r  t a k e s  the  p r o b le m s  a r i s in g  a t  h is  p a t i e n t ' s  b e d s id e  to 

th e  r e s e a r c h  l a b o r a to r y  f o r  s tudy  and  e lu c id a t io n .  " T h is  p o te n t ia l  i s  l i s t e d  by D r 
M u s s e r  a s  one of th e  r e a s o n s  w h ich  has  m a d e  i t  p o s s ib le  " fo r  th e  VA to r e c r u i t  and



r e t a i n  p h y s ic ia n s  of o u ts ta n d in g  c a l i b e r .  " One in t e r p r e t a t i o n  (not g iven  by  D r  
M u s s e r )  i s  th a t  th e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of p a t ie n ts  p ro v id e  a  r e c r u i t i n g  to o l  fo r  th e  VA 
to  r e a c h  ou t to  d o c to r s  i n t e r e s t i n g  in e x p e r im e n ta t io n  on l iv e  p a t ie n ts  who have  l i t t l e  
ch o ice  a s  to  w h e re  th ey  a r e  t r e a te d .

In r e s p o n s e  to d i r e c t  q u e s t io n s  abou t e x p e r im e n ta t io n  on "h u m an  s u b je c t s ,  " D r  
M u s s e r  ta lk s  about th e  v a r io u s  r e v ie w  p r o c e d u r e s ,  and  q u o te s  the  VA M a n u a l - - " T h e  
w is d o m  and  sound  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ju d g m e n t  of the  in v e s t i g a to r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s ta f f  m e m b e r s ,  
R&E c o m m i t t e e ,  and  the  s u b c o m m it te e  on h u m an  s tu d ie s  c o l le c t iv e ly  w ill  be  u s e d  in 
d e te r m in in g  w hat c o n s t i tu te s  the  r ig h t s  an d  w e l f a r e  of h u m an  s u b je c ts  in r e s e a r c h ,  
w h ich  c o n s t i tu te s  in fo r m e d  c o n s e n t ,  and w h a t c o n s t i tu te s  r i s k  and  p o te n t ia l  m e d ic a l  
b e n e f i t  of th e  u s e  of a p a r t i c u l a r  d ru g  a n d / o r  in v e s t ig a t io n a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  "

W hile u n d e r s ta n d in g  the  n e ed  f o r  m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h  and e x p e r im e n ta t io n ,  w h a t  
w e  know about the  VA and  its  h o s p i ta l  s y s t e m  le a d s  to  a  n u m b e r  of s u sp ic io n s  abou t 
th e  i n te r n a l  r e v ie w  s y s t e m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  m o s t  VA p a t ie n ts  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r i s o n e r s  in the  h o s p i ta l s ,

> T he  r e p o r t  a l s o  c o n ta in s  a  fu ll  d e s c r ip t i o n  of the  t r e a t m e n t  of ’’d i s tu r b e d "  p a t ie n ts  
th ro u g h  the  " token  eco n o m y  p r o g r a m s .  " The g b a ls  of th i s  p r o g r a m ,  now c a r r i e d  out 
in  20 VA h o s p i t a l s ,  a r e  to  " r e d u c e  o r  e l im in a te  the  o c c u r r e n c e s  of b e h a v io r s  m o s t  
p eo p le  w ould  r e a c t  to  a s  b i z a r r e ,  i l lo g ic a l ,  f r ig h te n in g ,  annoy ing  o r  o th e r w is e  u n a c ­
c e p ta b le .  . . . "  W hile  th e  r e p o r t  c a r r i e s  th e  fu l l  d e s c r ip t i o n  of th e  p r o g r a m ,  i t  b o ils  
down to  m a k in g  p a t ie n ts  " e a r n "  to k e n s  th ro u g h  so m e  a c c e p ta b le  a c t ;  the  to k e n s  can  
th e n  be  ex ch an g ed  fo r  a  w ide  v a r i e ty  of th in g s ,  s t a r t in g  out w ith  m e a l s  and  a b ed , and 
m o v in g  on to w hat the  VA c o n s id e r s  " lu x u r ie s .  "

C h a p te r s  o r  in d iv id u a ls  i n t e r e s t e d  in th e  r e p o r t  can  ge t a  copy f r o m  the  S u p e r in ­
te n d e n t  of D o c u m e n ts ,  U. S, G o v e rn m e n t  P r in t in g  O ffice ,  W ash in g to n , DC 20402; 
the  s to c k  n u m b e r  of 52,70-02620. T h e  p r i c e  is  $5. 35; th e  fu l l  t i t l e  is  g iven  a t  the  
b e g in n in g  of th i s  s e c t io n  of the  n e w s le t t e r .  The m a jo r i t y  of th e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t e s  
to  p r i s o n s - - i t  i s  good m a t e r i a l  to  have  f o r  any p r i s o n  w o rk . C h a p te r s  who have  
so m e  k ind  of n o n - h o s t i l e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  C o n g r e s s p e o p le  c a n  p ro b a b ly  w r i t e  to  
th e m  a n d  get the  v o lu m e  f o r  no th ing .
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N CUUA— T he " C o n g r e s s io n a l  S t r a t e g y ”

A m e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  in T o ro n to  on th e  w e ek e n d  o f M a rc h  8 -9  b e tw ee n  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t iv e s  of A M E X , TAEA (T o ro n to  A m e r ic a n  E x i le s  A s s o c ia t io n ) ,  VVAW /W SO and  th e  
n a t io n a l  o ff ice  of NCUUA. The su b je c t  w as  th e  " C o n g r e s s io n a l  S t r a t e g y 11 pu t f o r w a r d  
in  th e  m o s t  r e c e n t  " A m n e s ty  U p d a te ,  " th e  NCUUA n a t io n a l  n e w s le t t e r .  B o i le d  down 
to  i t s  e s s e n t i a l s ,  th a t  n e w s l e t t e r  a s k e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  f r o m  NCUUA a f f i l i a te s  f o r  .two 
b i l l s  in C o n g r e s s ,  one in  th e  S e n a te  p ro p o s e d  by S e n a to r  P h i l l ip  H a r t ,  and  one in 
th e  H o u se ,  p ro p o s e d  by B e l la  Abzug.

A lthough  t h e r e  w as  a good d e a l  of s t ru g g le  a t  th e  m e e t in g ,  t h e r e  w as  a u n if ied  
p o s i t io n  a ro u n d  r e j e c t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  th o se  b i l l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s in c e  n e i t h e r  of th em  
g r a n t  u n i v e r s a l ,  u n c o n d i t io n a l  a m n e s ty  fo r  a l l  w a r  r e s i s t e r s  (and th a t  is  one  of the  
un ify ing  p r in c ip le s  of NCUUA), T h e r e  w a s  f u r t h e r  s t ru g g le  a ro u n d  th e  ide.a of 
fo c u s in g  w o rk  on C o n g r e s s  a t  a l l - - w e  n e e d  to  r e ly  on th e  p e o p le ,  no t  th e  C o n g re s s .

A l e t t e r  i s  now b e in g  d r a f t e d  in  th e  VVAW /W SO NO w hich  w ill  go to A M EX, 
T A E A , and  o t h e r  g ro u p s  w o rk in g  on a m n e s ty ;  o u r  hope  is  to  have  the  l e t t e r  s ig n ed  
by VVAW /W SO and  by  v a r io u s  ex ile  g ro u p s  and  th e n  s e n t  out to a l l  th e  NCUUA a f ­
f i l i a t e s  a ro u n d  the  c o u n t ry ,  p u tt in g  f o r w a r d  o u r  p o s i t io n  on w o rk  s p e c i f ic a l ly  a ro u n d  
th e s e  two b i l l s ,  and m o r e  g e n e r a l ly  a ro u n d  w o rk in g  w ith  C o n g r e s s .  C o p ies  of th is  
l e t t e r  w i l l  a l s o  b e  going to  a l l  c h a p te r s .

T h e r e  is  s t ru g g le  in s id e  the  NCUUA n a t io n a l  o ff ice  a ro u n d  th is  s t r a t e g y .  We 
fe e l  th a t  l e t t e r s  f r o m  a m n e s ty  g ro u p s  o r  c o a l i t io n s  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n t ry ,  s e n t  to the  
NCUUA n a t io n a l  o f f ic e ,  w i l l  h e lp  to u n d e r l in e  the  po in t th a t  lobby ing  C o n g r e s s  is  
n o t th e  w ay f o r  p e o p le  to  m a k e  r e a l  g a in s .  C h a p t e r s  o r  in d iv id u a ls  who a r e  p a r t  
of a m n e s ty  c o a l i t io n s  a f f i l i a te d  w ith  NCUUA shou ld  look  a t  the  l a t e s t  a m n e s ty  u p ­
d a te  and  t r y  to  do e d u c a t io n a l  w o rk  a ro u n d  th e  i s s u e  w ith  th e  o b je c t iv e  of hav ing  
th e s e  g ro u p s  sen d  off l e t t e r s  to  the  n a t io n a l  NCUUA o ff ice  e x p r e s s in g  t h e i r  o p p o s it io n  
to th e  " C o n g r e s s io n a l  S t ra te g y ,  "

L ondon  C h a p te r  of V VAW /W SO W r i te s  A bout A m n e s ty

F r i t z  E faw  of th e  VVAW/WSO L ondon c h a p te r  h a s  an a r t i c l e  p u b l ish e d  in the  
F e b r u a r y  28th i s s u e  of the  New S ta te s m a n  e n t i t le d  "Why F o r d 1 s A m n e s ty  F a i le d ,  "
T h e  co n c lu d in g  p a r a g r a p h s  of th a t  a r t i c l e  a r e  r e p r i n t e d  below :

"T h e  n o t io n  th a t  V ie tn a m  v e t e r a n s  and d r a f t  d o d g e rs  a r e  som ebow  a t odds w ith 
one a n o th e r  is  q u i te  s p u r io u s .  T h e  l a r g e s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of V ie tn a m  v e t e r a n s  in th e  
US, th e  VVA W /W SO , is  one of the  s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  of u n i v e r s a l ,  u n c o n d it io n a l  
a m n e s ty .  T h is  h a r d  f a c t  i s  the  s t r o n g e s t  a n s w e r  p o s s ib le  to  c r i t i c s  of a m n e s ty  who 
a r e  o p p o sed  on the  g ro u n d s  th a t  i t  w ould  d is h o n o u r  the  m e n  who d ied  in  the  w a r .  It 
i s  t r u e  th a t  f o r  e v e r y  young m a n  who dodged  th e  d r a f t  a n o th e r  took  h is  p la ce  on th e  
b a t t l e f i e ld  an d  f a c e d  d e a th ,  b u t  p la c in g  th e  b la m e  f o r  t h e s e  A m e r ic a n  (not to  m e n tio n  
V ie tn a m e s e )  d e a th s  on d r a f t  d o d g e rs  r a t h e r  th an  on the  US G o v e rn m e n t  i s  a  f a l la c y  
th a t  v e t e r a n s  th e m s e lv e s  s ee  th ro u g h  m o r e  c l e a r ly  th an  m o s t  o th e r  p eop le .

."T h e  m a j o r  ch ange  w hich  has  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  the  p r o g r a m m e  is  a g ro w in g  su p p o r t  
f o r  u n c o n d it io n a l  a m n e s ty .  A G allup  po ll  ta k e n  in  N o v e m b e r  show ed 41 p e r  c en t  of
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th o s e  q u e s t io n e d  in  fa v o u r  of su ch  a c o u r s e ,  a s  o p p o sed  to a ro u n d  30 p e r  c e n t  in 
p o lls  ta k e n  a y e a r  ago . C o n d it io n a l  a m n e s ty  h a s  f a i le d ,  and  the  d iv is io n s  of th e  w a r  
r e m a in ,  a s  d o e s ,  in d e e d ,  th e  w a r  i t s e l f .  I n c r e a s in g ly  the  only  so lu tio n  to  c lo s in g  
th e s e  d iv is io n s  is  c o m p le te  US w i th d ra w a l  f r o m  In d o ch in a  co u p led  w ith  u n iv e r s a l ,  
u n c o n d i t io n a l  a m n e s ty .  "

Regional Reports

M a r c h  29 th  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s

In the l a s t  n e w s le t t e r ,  we r a n  down a lo t  of o u r  though ts  on the M a r c h  29 th  - -  
V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  D ay s  a c t i v i t i e s  and how they  shou ld  be put f o r w a rd ,  the . im p o r­
ta n c e  of th e se  a c t io n s ,  e tc .  A gain , w e would l ike  to say  th a t  th e se  a c t io n s  a r e  e x ­
t r e m e ly  im p o r ta n t  f o r  o u r  o n -g o in g  N a tio n a l  P r o g r a m  and to bu ild  a f igh ting  a n t i ­
i m p e r i a l i s t  v e t e r a n s  m o v e m e n t ,  a s  w e ll  a s  a d d r e s s in g  the q u e s t io n  of the d a n g e r  
of i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  (w ith  the US ru l in g  c l a s s  t ry in g t to  find a w ay  out of t h e i r  c u r ­
r e n t  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s ) .  It is  im p o r ta n t  th a t  we bu ild  th e se  d e m o n s t r a t io n s - to  be 
m i l i t a n t ,  f ig h ting  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  w h ich  w ill  show  how the s y s t e m  of i m p e r i a l i s m  
is  s c r e w in g  v e t s ,  a s  w ell a s  a l l  p o o r  and w o rk in g  p e o p le .  We know tha t th e re  is  
a  lo t  of a c t iv i ty  p lan n ed  f o r  V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  D ay by  c h a p te r s  a l l  o v e r  the c o u n try .  
We d o n ' t  have m a n y  d e ta i l s  y e t  on w hat is  b e in g  p la n n ed ,  but we w ill  ru n  down to 
p eo p le  w h a t  we do know ab o u t in  c a s e  a few id e a s  m ig h t  be in s p i r e d  in  o th e r  c h a p ­
t e r s .  O nce the a c t io n s  a r e  o v e r ,  we w ill  g ive a  m o r e  d e ta i le d  s u m -u p  of the a c ­
t io n s  in the n ex t  n e w s le t t e r ,  a s  w e ll  a s  in  the n ex t  i s s u e  of W IN TE R  SO LDIER.

P e o p le  shou ld  be  s u r e  to r e m e m b e r  tha t  we w ill  a g a in  be n eed in g  s u m m a tio n s  
of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  p h o to g ra p h s ,  a s  soon a f t e r  the d e m o n s t r a t io n s  a s  
p o s s ib l e .  C h a p te r s  r e s p o n d e d  qu ite  w e ll  to th is  r e q u e s t  fo llow ing  the J a n .  27th  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  so  r e m e m b e r  to ge t s u m m a t io n s  and p h o to s  in  to  u s  a s  q u ick ly  a s  p o s ­
s ib le .  We a r e n ' t  c e r t a i n  w hen  the n ex t  i s s u e  of the p a p e r  w ill  be  co m in g  out, but 
we hope th a t  i t  c a n  be s o m e t im e  d u r in g  the f i r s t  couple  of w e ek s  of A p r i l  - - s o  get 
u s  the in fo r m a t io n !

* W ash in g to n , D C / B a l t i m o r e : T he  VVAW /W SO c h a p te r s  in  the M a ry la n d /D C  
r e g io n  w ill  be u n i t in g  to g e th e r  to hold  a m a r c h  and r a l l y  on M a r c h  28 th  in  W a s h ­
ing ton . The d e m o n s t r a t io n  w ill  b eg in  a t  an  u n e m p lo y m e n t  office  w h e re  a  r a l ly  w ill  
be h e ld .  F o llo w in g  the r a l ly ,  a  m a r c h  th ro u g h  the W ashington  c o m m u n ity  w ill  be 
he ld  and i t  w il l  t e r m in a t e  a t  the VA f o r  a n o th e r  r a l ly .  B e c a u se  the B a l t im o r e  and 
DC c h a p te r s  have  l e a r n e d  th ro u g h  th e i r  w o rk  a t  the VA tha t the p r i m a r y  c o n c e rn  
of m a n y  v e t e r a n s  is  u n e m p lo y m e n t ,  the m a j o r  dem an d  of the d e m o n s t r a t io n  w ill  
be Jo b s  o r  In c o m e  fo r  A ll!  The o th e r  two d e m a n d s  w hich  a r e  be ing  r a i s e d  a r e :  
D e ce n t  B en e f i ts  fo r  A ll V e te r a n s ,  and I m p le m e n t  the A g r e e m e n t - - E n d  All Aid to 
T h ie u  and  L on  Nol ( th is  s eco n d  d e m an d  w il l  be p la c e d  in  the c o n tex t  of i m p e r i a l i s t  
w a r s  in  g e n e r a l  and the  s i tu a t io n  in  the M iddle  E a s t  w ill  a l s o  be b ro u g h t  out). The 
VVAW /W SO c h a p te r s  a r e  w o rk in g  w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r  g ro u p s  in  a c o a l i t io n a l  e f fo r t  
to bu ild  fo r  t h e i r  M a r c h  28th  a c t io n .  T h e se  g ro u p s  inc lude  the R e v o lu t io n a ry  Union, 
the  R e v o lu t io n a r y  S tuden t B r ig a d e ,  the  U n em ployed  W o rk e r s  O rg a n iz in g  C o m m it te e .  
O th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w h ich  a r e  su p p o r t in g  the a c t io n  and a c t iv e ly  w o rk in g  to build 
i t  a r e :  I r a n ia n  S tu d en ts  A s s o c ia t io n ,  E th io p ia n  S tu d en t  Union of N o r th  A m e r ic a ,



E r i t r e a n s  fo r  L i b e r a t i o n - N o r th  A m e r i c a ,  A f r i c a n  L i b e r a t i o n  S u p p o r t  C o m m it te e  
and the F e b r u a r y  1st M o v em e n t .

C h a p te r s  have  b e e n  le a f le t t in g  fo r  th is  a c t io n  fo r  the  p a s t  couple  of w e ek s  and 
they a r e  fo c u s in g  th e i r  b u ild in g  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the VA and u n e m p lo y m e n t  c e n t e r s .
A s w a s  r e p o r te d  in  the l a s t  n e w s le t t e r ,  both  the B a l t im o r e  and DC c h a p te r s  have 
w e ek ly  p ic k e t  l in e s  a t  the VA, and th e se  p ic k e t  l in e s  a r e  be ing  u t i l iz e d  to bu ild  fo r  
the M a r c h  28 th  a c t io n .  A lso ,  the  c h a p te r  is w o rk in g  w ith  UWOC a t  the u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t  o f f ic e s  3 d a y s  a w e e k  to build  fo r  the d e m o n s t r a t io n .  The r e g io n  e x p e c ts  
th a t  they  c a n  b r in g  out a t  l e a s t  150 p e o p le  fo r  th is  a c t io n  - -  m a n y  of th e m  new .

^N o r th e r n  C a l i f o r n ia :  C h a p te r s  in n o r t h e r n  C a l i fo rn ia  w il l  be ho ld ing  two a c ­
tions  d u r in g  the w eek  of M a r c h  22nd - -  one on the 22nd and  one on the 29th. Both  
d e m o n s t r a t io n s  w ill  be he ld  a t  B ird  A i r  - -  an  O a k la n d -b a s e d  f i r m  w h ich  o p e r a te s  
ou t of T h a i la n d  and is  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  the a i r - l i f t s  into  P h n o m  P e n h .  The a c t io n s  
a r e  b e ing  b u i l t  by a c o a l i t io n  of g ro u p s ,  though we a r e n ' t  c e r t a i n  w hat o th e r  o r ­
g a n iz a t io n s  a r e  invo lved  in  b u ild in g  fo r  th e se  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  The d e m a n d s  of 
bo th  a c t io n s  w il l  be :  Im p le m e n t  the P a r i s  A g r e e m e n t ,  Cut A ll Aid to T h ie u  and 
L on  N ol, F r e e  A ll P o l i t i c a l  P r i s o n e r s ,  and U n iv e r s a l  & U n cond itiona l A m n e s ty .

^ S o u th e rn  C a l i fo rn ia :  T h e r e  w il l  be a  to ta l  o f ' 3 a c t io n s  a ro u n d  M a r c h  29th  in 
s o u th e r n  C a l i f o r n ia .  On M a r c h  28th , the  O ra n g e  County  c h a p te r  w ill  be ho ld ing  a 
d e m o n s t r a t io n  a t  an  u n e m p lo y m e n t  o ff ice .  T h ey  a r e  bu ild ing  f o r  th is  a c t io n  b y le a f ­
le t t in g  and  ta lk in g  w ith  peop le  a t  the u n e m p lo y m e n t  o ff ice , a s  w e ll  a s  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  
s u r ro u n d in g  th e i r  c o m m u n ity .  T he  O ra n g e  C ounty  c h a p te r  w ill  jo in  the L o s  A n g e ­
le s  and Long  B e a c h  c h a p te r s  on M a r c h  29th  in L o s  A n g e le s  f o r  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  a t 
the" W estw ood  VA, L o s  A n g e le s  has  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  bu ild ing  th is
a c t io n  and they  a r e  doing  b u i ld -u p  w o rk  a t  the VA, a t  u n e m p lo y m e n t  o f f ic e s  and on 
c a m p u s e s  w ith in  the c i ty .  The r a l l y  a t  the  VA w ill  in c lu d e  a s p e a k e r  who is  a VA 
w o r k e r .  In  R iv e r s i d e ,  a  r a l ly  w il l  be he ld  a t  the u n e m p lo y m e n t  o ff ice ,  fo llow ed 
by a m a r c h  th ro u g h  the c o m m u n ity  on M a r c h  29 th . The p r i m a r y  d e m a n d s  w h ich  
a r e  b e in g  r a i s e d  a t  a l l  th r e e  of th e se  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  a r e :  D ecen t  B en e f i ts  fo r  All 
V ets  R e g a r d l e s s  of D is c h a r g e ,  and Jo b s  of In c o m e  fo r  A ll ,

* New Y o rk  C i ty - - C h a p t e r s  f r o m  th e  s o u th e r n  New Y o rk /N e w  J e r s e y  su b -  
re g io n  w i l l  jo in  f o r  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  in New Y o rk  C ity  on th e  29th. S ta r t in g  w ith  
a r a l ly  in Union S q u a re  and  m u s ic  (hopefu lly  by P r a i r i e  F i r e )  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  
w i l l  m a r c h  to  H e r a ld  S q u a re ;  a  s p e a k e r  f r o m  VVAW /W SO w ill  sp e a k  on the  n eed
f o r  bu ild ing  a f ig h t in g  v e t e r a n s  m o v e m e n t;  I P C  w ill  sp e a k  on th e  l ib e r a t io n  s t r u g g le s  
in Indoch ina ; a  s p e a k e r  f r o m  ISA w il l  ta lk  abou t th e  d e m a n d  of no US t ro o p s  in th e  
M idd le  E a s t ;  a  s p e a k e r  f r o m  UWOC w ill  s p e a k  abou t Jo b s  o r  In co m e  fo r  A ll; and  
a s p e a k e r  f r o m  th e  M a rc h  29 th  C o a l i t io n  w il l  sp e a k  on how the  i m p e r i a l i s t  s y s t e m  
in e v i ta b ly  le a d s  to w a r .

B u ild ing  a c t io n s  fo r  th e  29 th  in c lu d e  s o m e w h e re  a ro u n d  20, 000 l e a f l e t s ,  ra d io  
t a p e s ,  RSB F o r u m s  be ing  h e ld  a ro u n d  the  c i ty  on the  d a n g e r  of w a r ,  and , p e rh a p s  
m o s t  im p o r ta n t ,  the  b u ild in g  of the  C o a l i t io n  to B u ild  M a rc h  29 th , a  c o a l i t io n  o f  
a n u m b e r  of g ro u p s  and  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  in New Y o rk  C ity  a l l  w o rk in g  to g e th e r  to  bu ild  
the  29th  a c t io n s ,

# B o s to n - - T h e  New E n g lan d  R eg ion  and a  c o a l i t io n  of g ro u p s  in B o s to n  is  p lanning 
an  a c t io n  in B o s to n  fo r  the  29 th , A r a l ly  w ill  l a t e r  be  fo llow ed  by an open  fo r u m  in 
w hich  th e  d a n g e r  of w a r  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d ,  and p eo p le  w il l  have  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to 
a sk  q u e s t io n s  o r  pu t f o r w a r d  p o s i t io n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e rn in g  the  M iddle  E a s t .
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'̂S y r a c u s e - - A  p ic k e t  l in e  and r a l l y  a r e  p lan n ed  f o r  noon on F r i d a y ,  -M arch 28th 
a t  the  VA O ffice . T h e  d e m a n d s  a r e  D ece n t  B e n e f i t s  f o r  A ll V e ts  ! Jo b s  o r  In co m e  
fo r  A l l !  Im p le m e n t  th e  P e a c e  A g r e e m e n t s /E n d  A ll Aid to Lon Nol and  T h ieu !

* M ilw a u k e e - - I n  M ilw au k e e ,  the  a c t io n  is  p lan n ed  f o r  A p r i l  2nd and w ill  involve 
a n u m b e r  of th e  p eo p le  w o rk in g  w ith  the  c h a p te r  in  the  VA H o sp i ta l ,  the  s c e n e  of a 
n u m b e r  of a c t io n s  in  the  p a s t .

* D e t r o i t - - T h e  a c t io n  is  p lan n ed  f o r  A p r i l  6 th , a t  w h ich  t im e  t h e r e  is  sch e d u le d  
a l a r g e  V FW  p a r a d e  h o n o r in g  th e  200th a n n iv e r s a r y  of the  beg inn ing  of the  US A rm y .

C inc inna ti-V A  D em o
i

T h e  fo llow ing  r e p o r t  on a M a r c h  15th VA d e m o n s t r a t io n  c o m e s  f r o m  the  C in c in n a t i  
C h a p te r .

"A s u s u a l ,  o u r  d e m o  at th e  VA h o s p i ta l  w as  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by m i s t a k e s  and a d ­
v a n c e s ,  B u i ld -u p  c o n t in u e s  to be a p r o b le m - - w e  n e e d  to invo lve  m o r e  peop le . We 
c o n c e n t r a te d  on the  u n e m p lo y m e n t  o ff ice  and , to  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e ,  th e  VA h o sp i ta l .  
T h e r e  we r e l i e d  upon in f o r m a l  (u n s y s te m a t ic )  m e a n s ,  e. g. one o r  two p eo p le  going 
in an d  ta lk in g  to  so m e  peo p le .  We n e ed  to d e v e lo p  b e t t e r ,  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w o rk  
a ro u n d  the  VA if w e a r e  to  b u ild  a  r e a l  b a s e  in s id e  a s  w e l l  a s  o u ts id e .  We r e a l i z e  
th a t  we a r e  on ly  b eg in n in g  o u r  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  th e  VA, bu t we fee l  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  
to  b e g in  in a  s h a r p  w ay  and b u i ld  f r o m  th e r e .  . . . Anyhow , a lth o u g h  we on ly  got out 
abou t 1500 l e a f l e t s ,  w e b ro u g h t  ou t abou t 50 p e o p le ,  so m e  of th e m  new.

"A s fo r  the  d em o  i t s e l f ,  it w as  s p i r i t e d  and m i l i t a n t .  We did m a k e  one ta c t i c a l  
e r r o r .  D e sp i te  th e  p o l ic e  t h e r e  to  s e p a r a t e  us f r o m  th e  h o s p i ta l ,  w e d e c id e d  s p o n ­
ta n e o u s ly  to  go onto  the  g ro u n d s ,  to p ush  the  p ig s  a s  f a r  a*s we could . H alfw ay in to  
th e  p r o p e r ty ,  w e w e re  s topped  by the  p ig s ,  and  w e s tood  a ro u n d  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e  in 
in d e c is io n .  We th en  had  a few s h o r t ,  m i l i t a n t  s p e e c h e s ,  c h a n te d ,  and r e s u m e d  th e



p ic k e t  l in e .  We sh o u ld  have  had a p lan  o r  tw o , and  we shou ld  have c o n s id r e d  o u r  
r e a s o n s  f o r  th is  a c t io n  b e fo re  w e pu t it in to  p r a c t i c e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  w e d id n ’ t  
c o n s id e r  the  f a c t  th a t  we do no t y e t  have  a r e a l  b a s e  in s id e  the  h o s p i t a l - - e s p e c i a l l y  
on S a tu rd a y  w h en  th e  c l in ic s  a r e  c lo s e d  and m a n y  p a t ie n t s  a r e  out on  p a s s e s .  We 
a ls o  h ad  no c l e a r  id e a  of w hat w e would do if we w en t i n s i d e - - r e m i n i s c e n t  of the  VA 
a c t io n  on the  f i r s t  day  of the  Ju ly  d em o . We l e a r n e d  th a t  we m u s t  p lan  c a r e f u l ly ,  
be  b o ld ,  bu t  av o id  s h e e r  a d v e n t u r i s m - - ! ,  e. , pu t p o l i t ic s  in c o m m a n d .

"B y  f a r  th e  b e s t  a s p e c t  of the  d em o  w a s  th e  f a c t  th a t  a n u m b e r  of p eo p le ,  in 
the  s p i r i t  of th e  d e m o ,  spoke  ou t a g a in s t  th e  VA and the  i m p e r i a l i s t  s y s te m .  Som e 
of th o s e  sp ea k in g  out w e r e  a m e m b e r  of VVAW /W SO who u s u a l ly  d o e s n ’ t  s p e a k ,  a 
B la c k  WW II v e t ,  a  B la c k  V ie tn a m  v e t  d e n ied  b e n e f i t s  by S o ld ie r s  and S a i lo r s  R e ­
l ie f ,  M ich a e l  B r a n c h ,  e x -P O W  and  r e c e n t  p a t ie n t  of the  VA h o s p i ta l  who spoke  about 
the  h o s p i ta l  a s  p a r t  of the  o v e r a l l  a t t a c k  upon p o o r  and  w o rk in g  p e o p le ,  an d  a few  
o th e r s .

" A f te r  th e  d e m o  fo u r  of u s  w en t in to  the  h o s p i ta l  to  t a lk  to  the  few p a t ie n ts  who 
w e r e  t h e r e .  In g e n e r a l ,  th ey  th o u g h t th a t  th e  d em o  w as a good th ing . M o st  of t h e i r  
c o m p la in ts  in v o lv ed  u s e  of d ru g s  to  k e e p  p eo p le  p a s s iv e  and " c o o p e r a t iv e ,  " and p r e s ­
s u r e  upon  the  p a t ie n t s  to  do VA h o s p i ta l  w o rk  th a t  sh o u ld  be  done by m o r e  s ta f f .  "

D em o A ro u n d  S o ld ie r s  and  S a i lo r s  R e l ie f

T h is  r e p o r t  is  a l s o  f r o m  C in c in n a t i :

"On M a r c h  12th, VVAW /W SO and UWOC jo in t ly  h e ld  a d e m o n s t r a t io n  a tS o ld ie r s  
and  S a i lo r s  R e l ie f  in  th e  C ounty  C o u r th o u s e ,  to  d e m a n d  b e n e f i t s  to  an  indiv idual^  
r e f u s e d  h e lp  by  the  b ogus  v e ts  s e r v i c e  ag en cy . We a ls o  r a i s e d  the  d e m a n d s ;  D ecen t  
B e n e f i t s  f o r  A ll V e ts ,  A S in g le -T y p e  D is c h a r g e  fo r  A ll V e ts ,  and  J o b s  o r  Incom e  
f o r  A ll. T he  s p o k e s p e r s o n  c a l le d  fo r  v e ts  and  o th e r  w o r k e r s  to u n it  to  f igh t f o r  
t h e s e  d e m a n d s  an d  a g a in s t  the  s y s te m  a t ta c k in g  u s .  T he  s p o k e s p e r s o n ,  a  l a id -  
off B la c k  v e t  w ith  a  bad  d i s c h a r g e ,  and  m e m b e r  of VVAW /W SO and  UWOC, po in ted

out " th e y  te l l  u s  to r e - u p  and jo in  the  A r m y ,  but w e ’ r e  a l r e a d y  in  th e  a r m y - - t h e  
a r m y  of th e  u n e m p lo y e d !  "

" D e s p i te  t h r e a t s  of a r r e s t ,  o v e r  30 p eo p le  c ro w d ed  in s id e  the  c o u r th o u s e  
and  d e m a n d e d  th a t  the  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  C o lo n e l D o o ley , c o m e  down and hang down h is  
h ead . F o r c e d  to  c o m p ly ,  he an d  h is  j iv e  ag en cy  w e r e  ex p o sed . T h e  p ig s  and  t h e i r  
b o s s e s  w e re  a p p a r e n t ly  r e lu c t a n t  to  m a k e  any a r r e s t s  of v e ts  and  s u p p o r t e r s  d e ­
m a n d in g  th e i r  r ig h t fu l  b e n e f i t s  b e fo re  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of peop le  a s  w e l l  a s  the  p r e s s  
an d  t h e i r  c a m e r a s .  S e v e r a l  o n lo o k e rs  jo in e d  in , and  jo in e d  c h an ts  l ik e  "A S in g le -  
T ype  D is c h a r g e  fo r  A ll V e ts /  J o b s ,  In c o m e ,  and B e n e f i t s !  " A m ong a l l  the  o th e r  
C a tc h  2 2 1 s th a t  ex p o se  the  S o ld ie r s  and S a i lo r s  R e l ie f  a s  a  s h a m  is  th e  f a c t  th a t ,  
l ik e  t h e i r  f r a t e r n a l  r ip - o f f ,  the  VA, they  d o n ' t  g ive any c ru m b s  at a l l  to v e t s  w ith  
b a d  d i s c h a r g e s .  In f a c t ,  abou t the  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t  " b e n e f i t "  they  g ive  is  f r e e  
b u r i a l  p lo ts  f o r  v e t s - - a n d  th e y  d o n ’ t say  w h e re ,

" D e s p i te  the  f a c t  th a t  we only  had  a day  and a h a lf  to b u i ld  f o r  the  a c t io n ,  r e ­
s p o n se  w a s  v e r y  good. . . . We f e e l  th a t  th is  a c t io n  d id  m u c h  to  b u i ld  fo r  the  VA dem o 
(se e -ab o v e ) .  We s u g g e s t  th a t  o th e r  c h a p te r s  in v e s t ig a te  th is  t a r g e t  f o r  p o s s ib le  
a c t io n s .  M any p eo p le  d o n ' t  ev en  know it e x i s t s ,  and  v e t s  d i s c o v e r  i t  w hen r e f e r r e d
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t h e r e  by  o th e r  b o g u s  a g e n c ie s  l ik e  th e  VA and  u n e m p lo y m e n t  o ff ice . By the  w ay , 
th e y  d o n ' t  g ive  b e n e f i t s  to  s t r i k e r s  o r  th o s e  " f i r e d  f o r  c a u s e ,  " e i th e r .  "

# ^ O th e r  c h a p t e r s  o r  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  in fo r m a t io n  ab o u t o r  know ledge  of the  
S o ld ie r s  and  S a i lo r s  R e l ie f  shou ld  p a s s  th is  in fo r m a t io n  a long  to  the  NO. W e ' l l  
c o m p ile  i t  and  sen d  i t  out f o r  g e n e r a l  u s e .

R e p o r t  f r o m  W ash in g to n , DC 'B a l t im o r e  C h a p te r s

In the l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ,  th e r e  w as a r e p o r t  f r o m  the M a ry la n d /D C  re g io n ,  and  
s in ce  th a t  r e p o r t ,  we have  r e c e  ived a n o th e r  fo l lo w -u p  s u m m a tio n ;  T he  re g io n a l  
a c t iv i ty  fo r  V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  Day is  in c lu d ed  e l s e w h e r e  in  th is  n e w s le t t e r ,  so  we 
w ill  not go in to  th a t  h e r e .  T he  re g io n  held  a r e g io n a l  m e e t in g  on F e b .  15th to d i s ­
c u s s  f u r t h e r  p la n s  f o r  bu ild in g  the  re g io n ,  s u m - u p  t h e i r  p a s t  m i s t a k e s  and s u c c e s s ­
e s  and w ay s  to m o v e  f o r w a r d .  T he  r e g io n  h a s  had so m e  p r o b le m s  w ith  p e o p le 's  d e ­
f e a t i s t  a t t i tu d e s ,  i. e , , m e m b e r s  who e x p r e s s e d  doub ts  ab o u t the  m a s s  m o v e m e n t .  
T h is  h a s  b e e n  a p r o b le m  in  the r e g io n  b e c a u s e  it h a s  le d  to d e m o r a l i z a t io n  of o th e r  
c h a p te r  m e m b e r s  and  th e s e  p r o b le m s  w e re  d i s c u s s e d  a t  the  r e g io n a l  m e e t in g ,  the 
r e a s o n s  beh ind  su ch  a t t i tu d e s  w e re  b ro u g h t  ou t and the r e g io n  h a s  b egun  d e a l in g  
w ith  th e m  a s  one w ay  to o v e rc o m e  p a s t  f a i l u r e s  and  m o v e  c h a p te r  w o rk  a h e a d .

T he  re g io n  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  th e i r  VA w o rk  and s u m m e d  it up . In  the  l a s t  n e w s ­
l e t t e r ,  we r e p o r te d  th a t  the  re g io n  w as  c o n s id e r in g  m o v in g  th e i r  w e ek ly  p ic k e t  l in e s  
f r o m  VA o f f ic e s  to VA h o s p i t a l s .  T h e  re g io n  h a s  d e c id e d  a g a in s t  th a t  f o r  a  couple  
of r e a s o n s .  T h e y  fe e l  th a t  the p r i m a r y  d em an d  of o u r  p r o g r a m  is  Jo b s  o r  In co m e  
F o r  A ll .  T h is  is  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  w o rk  a t  the VA o ff ic e s  and the f a c t  th a t  the m a j ­
o r i t y  of v e ts  th a t  th ey  have  c o n ta c t  w i th  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  w o rk  a r e  m o s t  c o n c e r n ­
ed ab o u t g e t t in g  jo b s .  T h is  is why they  a r e  a t  VA o f f ic e s ,  and  the  c h a p te r s  f e l t  th a t  
i t  would be  a m i s t a k e  to d ro p  th is  w o rk  a t  the o ff ice s  in  o r d e r  to m o v e  i t  to a n o th e r  
VA fa c i l i ty .  T h o u g h  the c h a p te r s  r a i s e  o th e r  d e m a n d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D ecen t  B e n e ­
f i t s ,  a t  t h e i r  w e e k ly  p ic k e t  l in e s  and  in l e a f l e t s ,  they  fee l  th a t  w o rk  a ro u n d  jo b s  is  
p r i m a r y  o v e r  w o rk in g  a ro u n d  b e n e f i ts  a t  th is  t im e .  A s a r e s u l t  of th is  d e c is io n ,  
the c h a p te r s  a r e  b ro a d e n in g  th e i r  d a y - to - d a y  w o rk  to  a l s o  in c lu d e  c o n s i s te n t  w o rk  
a t  u n e m p lo y m e n t  o f f ic e s .  T hough  th is  h a s  j u s t  r e c e n t ly  begun , the r e g io n  h a s  a l ­
r e a d y  s e e n  good r e s u l t s  f r o m  th is  w o rk  and they  h av e  m a d e  c o n ta c ts  w ith  s e v e r a l  
v e ts  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the  w o rk  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and  they  a r e  a l s o  g e t t in g  
c o m m i t tm e n t s  f r o m  v e ts  who p la n  to co m e  to the M a r c h  2 8 th  a c t io n .  A lso ,  m o s t  
of the new  c o n ta c ts  th a t  the c h a p te r s  a r e  m a k in g  - -  both  th ro u g h  th e i r  u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t  w o rk  and VA w o rk  - -  a r e  e i t h e r  B la ck  o r  o th e r  th i r d  w o rld  v e ts

A m n e s ty  w o rk  is  a l s o  m o v ing  f o r w a r d  w ith in  the r e g io n .  On M a r c h  1s t,  s e v ­
e r a l  h u n d re d  p eo p le  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  W ash in g to n  a ro u n d  UUA, though  the m a j o r i t y  
of th e m  w e r e  l i b e r a l - c h u r c h  ty p e s .  A bout 8 VVAW /W SO p eo p le  a t te n d ed  the d em o  
and le a f l e t t e d  the o th e r  d e m o n s t r a t o r s .  T h e  c h a p te r  m e m b e r s  s u c c e e d e d  in  w in ­
n ing l e a d e r s h i p  of the a c t io n  and o rg a n iz e d  m i l i t a n t  ch an t in g  w h ich  the  m a j o r i t y  of 
the  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in . L a t e r ,  60 d e m o n s t r a t o r s  w en t in  f r o n t  of the 
W hite  H o u se  and  s a t  down, w a i t in g  to be a r r e s t e d .  W hile th is  w as  going  on, VVAW /
WSO le d  the  r e s t  of the p e o p le  o u ts id e  the  W hite  H ouse  g a te s  in  ch an tin g  s u p p o r t  to 
the d e m o n s t r a t o r s  who w e r e  b e in g  a r r e s t e d  to the c r y  of "T h e  P e o p le  U nited  W ill 
N e v e r  Be D e fea ted .  " A p p a re n t ly ,  the p a c i f i c i s t s  who w e r e  g e tt in g  a r r e s t e d  w e r e



so m e w h a t  sh o ck ed  by the m i l i t a n c e  and  o r g a n iz a t i o n  th a t  w a s  m o b i l iz e d  in  th e i r  
s u p p o r t .  E l s e w h e r e ,  on M a r c h  5th, two VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s  spoke  a t  a s m a l l  
fo r u m  w h ich  w a s  s p o n s o re d  by RSB a t  Tow s on S ta te  C o lle g e .  The c h a p te r  m e m  ­
b e r s  spoke  a b o u t a m n e s ty ,  a s  w e ll  a s  the t h r e a t  of i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  and the u p c o m ­
ing M a r c h  28 th  a c t io n .

O th e r  w o rk  in the r e g io n  h a s  in c lu d ed  s u p p o r t  w o rk  fo r  the  s t ru g g le  of G a ry  
L aw ton . On F e b .  7th, the r e g io n  s p o n s o re d  a f u n d - r a i s in g  b en e f i t  f o r  L aw to n  a t  
the U n iv e r s i ty  of M a r y la n d .  The b e n e f i t  had e v e r y th in g  n eed e d  to m a k e  i t  a  g r e a t  
s u c c e s s  e x c e p t  f o r  p e o p le .  T h e r e  w as  m u s ic ,  l e a f l e t s ,  p e t i t io n s ,  b u t to n s ,  and 
co ld  b e e r .  T he  ban d , r o o m  and a d v e r t i s i n g  w e re  p a id  f o r  by the sch o o l,  bu t  only  
a b o u t  50 p e o p le  show ed up . In s u m m in g  up the b en ef i t ,  the  r e g io n  a g r e e d  th a t  they  
had  no t p la n n ed  the p o l i t i c s  a s  to how to ge t p eo p le  to a t te n d  the b e n e f i t .  F o r  i n ­
s ta n c e ,  t h e r e  was n o t enough  a d v an ce  le a f le t t in g  on who G a ry  L aw to n  i s ,  the p u b ­
l ic i z in g  of the b e n e f i t  w a s  n o t p lan n ed  w e ll ,  and the  e n t i r e  m e m b e r s h i p  w a s n ' t  i n ­
vo lved  in  b u i ld in g  f o r  the  b e n e f i t .  I n s te a d ,  the r e g io n  r e l ie d  on ju s t  a  few  p eo p le  to 
o rg a n iz e  and  do a l l  the w o rk .  The c h a p te r  d id n ' t  lo o s e  m o n e y  on  the b e n e f i t ,  but 
they  d id n ' t  m a k e  any  m o n e y  e i t h e r .  One good th ing  th a t  h a s  c o m e  out of th is  is  th a t  
the  u n i v e r s i t y  f e l t  s o  bad  th a t  no m o n e y  w a s  r a i s e d  f o r  L aw to n  tha t  they  a r e  going 
to s p o n s o r  a n o th e r  b e n e f i t  f o r  G a ry  L aw to n  in  the fu tu r e .  T he  d a te  h a s n ' t  been  s e t  
bu t  the  r e g io n  is  d e te r m in e d  to l e a r n  f r o m  th e i r  p a s t  m i s t a k e s  a ro u n d  the f i r s t  b e n ­
e f i t  and  r e a l l y  ge t ou t and bu ild  f o r  th is  second  f u n d - r a i s e r .

Ann A r b o r  D e m o n s t r a t i o n

T he  D e t r o i t  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO w as  am o n g  a n u m b e r  of g ro u p s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  
in a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  in Ann A r b o r  on M a r c h  12th w hen the  U n iv e r s i ty  of M ich ig an  
w as  " h o n o r in g "  P r e s i d e n t  K a t z i r  of I s r a e l .  T he  VVAW/W SO m e m b e r s  c a r r i e d  a 
b a n n e r  p r o c la im in g ,  "We W o n 't  F ig h t  Y o u r I m p e r i a l i s t  W a rs .  "

Som e 200 p eo p le  tu r n e d  out f o r  the  d e m o n s t r a t io n  and  m a r c h .  When one of the  
m a r c h e r s  w as a r r e s t e d ,  th e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  k ep t  on going r ig h t  in to  the  p o l ic e  s ta t io n  
w h e re  the  d e m a n d  to  f r e e  th e  a r r e s t e d  s tu d en t  and d ro p  the  c h a r g e s  w as  m i l i t a n t ly  
r a i s e d ;  the  p o l ic e  r e l e a s e d  th e  s tu d en t  and d ro p p e d  c h a r g e s .



M iddle  E a s t  F o r u m  R e p u l s e s  JD L  A tta c k s

On M a rc h  3, th e  Old W e s tb u ry  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO s p o n s o re d  a F o r u m  on 
the  M idd le  E a s t .  W hen it  b e c a m e  known th a t  th e  F L O  w ould  have  a s p e a k e r  at th e  
F o r u m ,  and  w hen  v a r io u s  Z io n is t  g ro u p s  in t h e  a r e a  b eg an  to  p r o t e s t ,  the sch o o l 
t r i e d  to  b a c k  down f r o m  the  p e r m i s s i o n  they  gave  f o r  th e  p r o g r a m ;  th e  sc h o o l ,  
h o w e v e r ,  w as  h e ld  to i t s  w o rd  and  the  F o r u m  p ro c e e d e d .

A p p ro x im a te ly  400 p e o p le  h e a r d  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  th e  F L O , the  ISA, the  RU, and  
th e  A c tio n  C o m m it te e  on A r a b - A m e r i c a n  R e l a t io n s> fo llow ing  a  showing of the  f i lm  
' ‘R ev o lu tio n  U n til  V ic to ry .  M S m a ll  g ro u p s  of th e  J e w is h  D e fen se  L ea g u e  (JD L) 
popped  up a t  v a r io u s  p o in ts  in the p r o g r a m  and w e r e  th ro w n  ou t w ith  a  m in im u m  of 
fo r c e .  W hen th e  fo r u m  w a s  o v e r ,  p eo p le  w en t to  the  p a rk in g  lo t  and  found th a t  so m e  
25 c a r s  in th e  p a rk in g  lo t  had  b e en  v a n d a l iz e d .  L o c a l  Z io n is t  r a c i s t s  w e re  q u ick  to 
t r y  to  b la m e  th e  lo c a l  B la c k  s tu d en t  Union (who, they  h ad  s a id ,  w e r e  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
th e  F o r u m  in  th e  f i r s t  p la ce ) .  T he  b u b b le  b u r s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w hen  JD L  c a l le d  and  
in s i s t e d  on b e in g  g iven  c r e d i t  f o r  the  v a n d a l i s m .

As r e p o r t e d  in N e w sd a y ,  "D u rin g  the  q u e s t io n  p e r io d  a f t e r  the  s p e e c h e s ,  one  
m a n  a sk e d .  . . "Why is  on ly  one s id e  h e a r d  f r o m  th e  s p e a k e r s '  p l a t f o r m ? "  (T h is  had 
b e e n  one of th e  m a j o r  p o in ts  of co n ten t io n  d u r in g  th e  p lann ing  of the  F o r u m  be tw een  
the  VVAW /W SO c h a p te r  and  th e  schoo l) .  One of the  o r g a n i z e r s  of the  m e e t in g  r e ­
p l ie d ,  " E v e r y  day  I c an  tu r n  on the  t e l e v i s io n  o r  p ic k  u p  a copy of the  N ew  Y o rk  
T i m e s  and  g e t  th e  Z io n is t  po in t of v iew . T h is  m e e t in g  is  f o r  the  p e o p le s '  po in t of 
v iew , "

National Office Reports

I n t e r i m  C o m m it te e  M e e t in g s ,  A p r i l  5 & 6

By now , a l l  c h a p te r s  sh o u ld  have  r e c e iv e d  the  m a i l in g  c o n c e rn in g  th e  i n t e r i m  
c o m m it te e  m e e t in g s ;  th e s e  m a i l in g s  c o n ta in e d  a  b a s ic  o u tl in e  of the  m e e t in g s  and 
the  v a r io u s  p a p e r s  w r i t t e n  to  d a te  c o n c e rn in g  the  c o n ten t  of th o s e  m e e t in g s .  The 
C h icag o  c h a p te r  , w h ich  is  a c t in g  a s  h o s t  f o r  th e s e  m e e t in g s ,  w il l  be  sen d in g  out 
m o r e  d e ta i le d  in fo r m a t io n  in the  n e a r  fu tu r e .

As p o in te d  ou t in the  o r ig in a l  m a i l in g ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  th a t  the  NO be  in fo r m e d  
a t  l e a s t  a  w e e k  in a d v an c e  a b o u t peop le  p lan n in g  to a t te n d  the  m e e t in g s .  A ll d e le g a te s  
shou ld  b e  a p p ro v e d  by the  r e g io n a l  o f f ic e s  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r e g io n s .  A nyone w ith  
s p e c ia l  n e e d s - - m e d i c a l ,  d i e t a r y ,  c h i ld c a r e ,  e t c - - s h o u l d  le t  u s  know a s  soon a s  pos-r 
s ib le .

We fe e l  th a t  b o th  of th e s e  m e e t in g s  can  be  of g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  to  the  f u tu r e  of 
the  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  and  b e l ie v e  th a t  a l l  r e g io n s  shou ld  m a k e  a r e a l  e f fo r t  to  sen d  a t 
l e a s t  one d e le g a te  to  e a c h  m e e t in g .  Both th e  inpu t f r o m  re g io n s  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n try ,  
and  th e  a b i l i ty  to  c a r r y  th e  d i s c u s s io n  b a c k  to  the  r e g io n s  and c h a p t e r s ,  is  e s s e n t i a l  
to  th e  s u c c e s s  of th e s e  m e e t in g s  and to th e  w o rk  th ey  a r e  d e s ig n e d  to c a r r y  out.



A lte r n a t iv e  S e r v ic e  of N a t io n a l  C o o r d in a to r s

Ed D a m a to  w as  r e - e l e c t e d  to  the N a t io n a l  O ffice  a t  the S t. L o u is  NSCM . A c ­
c o rd in g  to p o l ic y ,  E d  is  c u r r e n t l y  do ing  h is  a l t e r n a t iv e  s e r v i c e  w i th  the D e t r o i t  
VVAW /W SO c h a p te r .  A ll to ta l ,  he w il l  spend  ab o u t 3 w e e k s  in  D e t ro i t  he lp in g  to 
p u s h  f o r w a r d  the w o rk  of the  c h a p te r  by l e a f le t t in g ,  s e l l i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ,  a t te n d in g  
an d  h e lp in g  to p la n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and  g e n e r a l ly ,  doing d a y - to - d a y  w o rk  w ith  the 
c h a p te r .  H e w i l l  r e t u r n  to  the  NO on a b o u t M a r c h  19th.

New C h a p te r  L i s t

E n c lo s e d  w i th  th is  m a i l in g  is  a new  c h a p te r  l i s t .  T he  l a s t  c h a p te r  l i s t  w as  
pu t  out in  D e c e m b e r  and  m u c h  of i t  is  o u t -d a te d .  R eg io n s  and c h a p te r s  should  c h e c k  
th is  l i s t  f o r  e r r o r s ,  a d d r e s s e s  th a t  shou ld  and should  n o t be th e r e ,  e tc .  and l e t  the 
NO know if the  l i s t  is  c o r r e c t .  A lso ,  r e g io n a l  o f f ic e s  should  be  m o r e  c o n sc ie n t io u s  
a b o u t  g e t t in g  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s ,  d e le t io n s  and  a d d i t io n s  to  the NO a s  soon  a s  the a d ­
d r e s s e s  a r e  known.

G1 M an u a l  Now A v a i la b le

The l a t e s t  e d i t io n  of T u rn in g  the  R eg s  A ro u n d ,  a H andbook  on M i l i t a r y  Law 
and  C o u n se l in g  - -  A n Aid to O rg a n iz in g  f o r  GIs an d  C iv i l i a n s ,  i s  now a v a i la b le  
f r o m  the  N a t io n a l  O ffice  a t  $ 1 .2 5  p e r  copy. B u lk  o r d e r s  of two o r  m o r e  shou ld  
be o r d e r e d  f r o m  the  p u b l i s h e r  a t  the fo llow ing  a d d r e s s :  T u rn in g  T he  R eg s  A ro u n d , 
P . O .  B ox 8413, San D iego , C a l i fo rn ia  92102. T he  p r i c e  fo r  2 -1 0  co p ie s  i s  $ 1 .0 0  
e a c h ;  the  p r i c e  f o r  11 o r  m o r e  c o p ie s  is  75£ e a c h .

R e q u e s t  f o r  VA In f o rm a t io n
t

M e m b e r s  of the C o lu m b u s  c h a p te r  of VVAW /W SO a r e  c u r r e n t l y  w o rk in g  on an  
im p o r ta n t  l e g a l  a c t io n  a g a in s t  the  VA f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e  and D ru g  B e h a v io r  M o d if i ­
c a t io n .  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  in v o lv e s  a  C o lu m b u s  c h a p te r  m e m b e r  who h a s  b e e n  
f ig h t in g  the VA to o th  and n a i l  f o r  a p 'e r iod  of two y e a r s .  D u rin g  th is  t im e ,  the c h a p ­
t e r  m e m b e r  h a s  b e e n  s u b je c t  to  h a r a s s m e n t  of lo s in g  h is  job , VA b e n e f i t s ,  h o m e , 
c a r ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e in g  c o n t in u a l ly  h a r a s s e d  by v a r io u s  p o l ic e  a g e n c ie s  - -  
in c lu d in g  the  F B I and  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  - -  a s  a r e s u l t  of the con tin u ed  f ig h t  a g a in s t  
the  VA.

A s id e  f r o m  the obv ious  le g a l  m o t io n s ,  c h a p te r  m e m b e r s  a r e  w o rk in g  w ith  
th is  c a s e  a s  one w a y  to  bu ild  a  f ig h t in g  v e ts  m o v e m e n t  in  C o lu m b u s .  W hat is  n e e d ­
ed is  an y  d o c u m e n te d  c a s e s  of m a l p r a c t i c e  a n d / o r  D ru g  B e h a v io r  M o d if ic a t io n  g o ­
ing  on th a t  c h a p te r s  have  know ledge  of, in c lu d in g  r e p o r t s  of g e n e r a l  r o t t e n  co n d i-  . 
t io n s  and h a r a s s m e n t  going down in  VA h o s p i ta l s  in  y o u r  r e s p e c t iv e  a r e a s .

If you have  in fo r m a t io n ,  sen d  i t ,  a s  soon  a s  p o s s ib le ,  to: VVAW/W SO, P . O .  
Box 10116, C o lu m b u s ,  O hio 43201 . In f o r m a t io n  should  be s e n t  to the  a t te n t io n  
of M a r k  R o v ick .
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(OOPS I T h is  w as  le f to u t  of r e g io n a l  new s)

C o lu m b u s  VVAW/W SO GI R e p o r t :  F e b r u a r y  - -  A -C o n c re te  A n a ly s is  of L o c a l  
C o nd itions

G u a rd  and  R e s e r v e  W o rk : We a r e  p r e s e n t l y  doing l e a f l e t  and p a p e r  p a s s o u t s  
w ith  s ix  G u a rd  and R e s e r v e  u n i t s  in  C o lu m b u s .  We in i t ia te d  w o rk  w i th  3 G uard  
u n i t s  a r t i l l e r y ,  in f a n t ry ,  and an A i r  N a t io n a l  G u a rd  re fu e l in g  w ing. The ANG 
w ing  h a s  a  h i s t o r y  of c a l lu p s  d u r in g  N a t io n a l  e m e r g e n c i e s  in  the p a s t .  P r e s e n t l y ,  
they  a r e  in  the  m i d s t  of u p d a t in g  t h e i r  p la n e s  to K C -1 3 5 s .  The 2 A r m y  G u ard  
u n i ts  a r e  l ik e ly  c h o ic e s  in  s ta t e  e m e r g e n c i e s .  M o s t  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  th is  
a r e a  is  th a t  the  g u a rd s  a t  L u c a s v i l l e  S ta te  P r i s o n  a r e  ta lk in g  s t r ik e  b e c a u s e  the  
R hodes  A d m in i s t r a t io n  ( s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t)  h a s  fa i le d  to b eg in  ta lk s  on a s o o n - to -  
e x p i r e  c o n t r a c t .  O v e r a l l ,  m in im a l  c o n ta c t s  have  dev e lo p ed  in so m e  u n i t s ,  bu t 
p r e s e n t l y  fe e d b a c k  i s  low . One p r o b le m  in  the c h a p te r  i s  th a t  p eo p le  a r e  r e a l l y  
la x  a b o u t  doing the  p a s s o u t s  and d o n 't  get out to the g a te s  on t im e  o r  a t  a l l .

R ic k e n b a c k e r  A F B : In the  a r e a  of a c t i v e - d u ty  m i l i t a r y ,  a  couple  of new  c o n ­
ta c t s  have  d e v e lo p e d ,  one c o n ta c t  th a t  w e m a d e  b a ck  in  J a n u a r y  is  p r e s e n t ly  a w a i t ­
ing d i s p o s i t io n  f o r  s lu g g in g  an  NCO.

F e b ,  12th: We did a  l e a f l e t  p a s s o u t  in  the b a r r a c k s  a ro u n d  the B il ly  D ean 
S m ith  c a s e ,  and  the h a r a s s m e n t  of B la ck  GIs a t  M in o r  A F B . We re c e iv e d  so m e  
good r e s p o n s e  f r o m  p eo p le  in  the b a r r a c k s  and n o t so  good r e s p o n s e  f r o m  the S e c ­
u r i t y  P o l i c e  - - a s  w e w e r e  to  l e a r n  on T h u r s d a y ,  F e b .  27th .

F e b .  18th: We spoke  to an  a c a d e m ic  c l a s s  f o r  ab o u t a n  h o u r  on the s u b je c ts  
of r e s i s t a n c e ,  D u tch  GI U nion, r a c i s m  in  the m i l i t a r y ,  s e x i s m ,  the  r o le  of the 
m i l i t a r y  to d ay , e tc .  F o r  the m o s t  p a r t ,  i t  w as  a  good e x p e r ie n c e  bu t no t n o t i c e a ­
b ly  p ro d u c t iv e .  T he  i n s t r u c t o r  w as an  e x - A r m y  C o lone l and c o n t in u a l ly  a t te m p te d  
to take  o v e r  the f lo o r  to i n t e r j e c t  h is  op in ions  and t r a s h  o u r  s ta t e m e n ts  on the b a s ­
is  th a t  o u r  f ig u r e s  w e re  i n c o r r e c t .

F e b ,  27th: We did a  l e a f l e t  and GI NEWS p a s s o u t  in  the  b a r r a c k s .  We had a p ­
p r o x im a te ly  260 d i s t r ib u te d  w hen we w e r e  g ra b b e d  by the S e c u r i ty  P o l i c e .  We w e re  
h au led  to  the B a se  p ig  o ff ice  w h e re  w e w e r e  d e ta in e d  f o r  abou t 90 m in u te s  and in ­
fo r m e d  w e w e r e  i l le g a l ly  d i s t r ib u t in g  u n a u th o r iz e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and J ------ w a s  q u e s ­
tio n ed  b y  a n  OSI a g e n t .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  they  found n o th ing  out, but we g a th e r e d  th a t  
a r t i c l e s  ab o u t r e s i s t i n g  m i l i t a r y  p o l ic e  a r r e s t s  r e a l ly  g e ts  th e m  u p t ig h t .  In  the 
end , we w e r e  e s c o r t e d  off b a s e  and to ld  we had  to r e c e iv e  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  the 
b a s e  c o m m a n d e r  in  the fu tu r e .

C r i t i c i s m s  of F e b r u a r y  GI NEWS: I t  s t r o n g ly  r e s e m b le d  W IN T E R  SO LDIER 
a s  f a r  a s  c o n ten t  of a r t i c l e s  g o e s .  We fe e l  tha t  GI NEWS should  be devo ted  to  GI 
s t r u g g le s  and  if t h e r e  a i n ' t  no new s of GI s t r u g g le s  fo r  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  m o n th ,  then  
a r t i c l e s  of GI r e s i s t a n c e  h i s to r y  o r  in f o r m a t iv e  a r t i c l e s  on r e g u la t io n s  of i s s u e s ,  
o r  p o s s ib ly  a n  a r t i c l e  on A rm e d  F o r c e s  D ay  - -  w h ich  is  10 w e ek s  aw ay .

F r o m  p eo p le  who saw  b o th  the F e b r u a r y  WTS and GI NEW S, we got s u c h  c o m ­
m e n ts  a s :  " the  c o n te n t  i s  d u p l ic a te d ,  " " the  two p a p e r s  should  be c o m b in ed ,  and 
the  r h e t o r i c  cu tdow n. " T he  c o n ten t  of the a r t i c l e s  on GI s t r u g g le s  w as  good but 
we w e r e n ’t in  fu ll  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of w h a t the new d e v e lo p m e n ts  w e r e  in the c a s e  of 
the L i t t l e  R o ck  B r o s .

We fe l t  the co lu m n  "W hat I s  VVAWYWSO" w a s  o v e r ly  r h e t o r i c a l  and i t  i s  d i f ­
f ic u l t  to  w ade th ro u g h  m o r e  th an  a s e n te n c e  o r  two w ith o u t  ru n n in g  in to  the w o rd  
i m p e r i a l i s m /

In  c lo s in g ,  w e  w ould l ik e  to s ee  the  p r o j e c t  r e p o r t s  a p p e a r  in the N a t io n a l  
N e w s le t t e r  so we could  find  out w h a t o th e r  p r o j e c t s  a r e  do ing , and to e n c o u ra g e  
c h a p t e r s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  doing  GI w o rk  to g e t  in v o lv ed  in  i t .

/b


