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General Information
G ary Lawton, T r ia l  & P r o g r a m  o f W ork A round T r ia l

A s rep o rted  on in  th e  F eb . i s s u e  o f  W inter S o ld ie r , G ary L a w to n 's  th ird  tr ia l  
b egan  on Jan . 8 th . T he d e fe n se  c o m m itte e  i s  sp e c u la tin g  th a t ju r y  s e le c t io n  w ill  
tak e a p p r o x im a te ly  on e  m o n th , and that th e  t r ia l  w il l  la s t  a p p r o x im a te ly  s ix  m on th s. 
A t th is  e a r ly  d a te , th e r e  i s  not m u ch  to  r e p o r t about w h a t's  happening in  th is  t r ia l ,  
but w e w il l  g et u p -d a te s  out to  p eo p le  a s  so o n  a s  th e r e  i s  an y  n ew s about the c o m p o ­
s it io n  o f th e  ju r y , e tc .

P e o p le  sh ou ld  a ls o  be a w a re  (a s  s ta ted  in  the W, S. a r t ic le )  that a l l  c h a r g e s  
a g a in s t  C hukia L aw ton  and R u sty  B ron au gh  have b een  d rop p ed . T h ey  ap p ea red  in  
co u r t on Jan . 13th for the r e - t r i a l  o f th e  c h a r g e s  b rough t a g a in s t  th em  a s  a r e s u lt  
o f the M a rch , 1973 c o u r th o u se  a tta ck . The ju d g e  fe lt  that it  w ould  be "in the in t e r ­
e s t  o f J u s t ic e "  not to  tr y  th is  c a s e  a ga in , s ta tin g 'th a t the c o s t  to  th e  ta x -p a y e r s  w as 
not w orth  su ch  a b og u s c h a r g e . A s w ith  th e  dropp ing  o f the c h a r g e s  a g a in st Z urebu  
G a rd n er , th is  i s  s e e n  a s  a r e a l v ic to r y  fo r  the s tr u g g le  in  R iv e r s id e .

At the St. L o u is  NSCM , the o r g a n iz a tio n  adopted  a m in im u m  p ro g ra m  o f w ork  
around  th e G ary L aw ton  t r ia l  and th e d e ta i ls  o f that p ro g ra m  a r e  con ta in ed  in  the  
m in u te s  o f th e  m e e t in g  ( P o l i t ic a l  D e fe n se  C o m m itte e /N a t io n a l A ll ia n c e  w ork sh op  
r e p o r t) . E n c lo s e d  a r e  p e t it io n s  th at a l l  ch a p ter  m e m b e r s  a r e  to  have c o m p le ted  
and th e s e  p e t it io n s  a re  d es ig n e d  for m a s s  w ork , 1. e . g ettin g  out to p eo p le  who a re  
not fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  L aw ton  c a s e ,  ta lk in g  to th em  and g ettin g  th em  to s ig n  p e t it io n s ,  
T h is sh ou ld  be done a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib le  and th e p e t it io n s -a r e  to be re tu rn ed  to the 
R iv e r s id e  P o l i t ic a l  P r is o n e r s  D e fe n s e  C o m m itte e . A ls o , ev en  though the p ro g ra m  
o f  w ork  r e q u ir e s  th at ev e r y  m e m b e r  get at le a s t  one p e tit io n  c o m p le te d , w e hope  
that i f  you c o m p le te  o n e , you w il l  not sto p  th e r e  but go on to  g et s ig n a tu r e s  on 2, 3 t 
and 5 m o r e  p e t it io n s .

A ls o , p eo p le  sh ou ld  get read y  for th e  n atio n w id e  p ic k e t l in e s  w h ich  a r e  to be 
held  oh J a n u a ry  3 1 st  at p la c e s  su ch  a s  F e d e r a l  b u ild in g s , DA o f f ic e s ,  e tc . We 
a r e  e x p e c t in g  th e s e  p ic k e t l in e s  d em an d in g  the fr e e in g  o f G ary L aw ton  to  be a big  
s u c c e s s ,  and s in c e  th is  i s  a n a tio n a l a c t io n , a l l  c h a p te r s  sh ou ld  be h old ing  such
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p ic k e t l in e s .  R e p o r ts  on th e s e  p ic k e t l in e s  sh ou ld  be sen t to  th e  N a tio n a l O ffice  
a s  so on  a s  p o s s ib le  so  that w e h ave th e  in fo r m a tio n  for the n ext i s s u e  o f the n e w s ­
p a p er . A ls o , th e  p ic k e t l in e s  w il l  p ro v id e  a good o p p o rtu n ity  to  g et p e t it io n s  s ig n ­
ed , ta lk  about th e  L aw ton  c a s e ,  l e a f le t ,  e tc .  It i s  c r i t i c a l  th at th is  p r o g r a m  o f  
w ork  around  G ary  L aw ton  be im p le m e n te d  in  a l l  r e g io n s . The p ro g ra m  i s  not c a l l ­
in g  for  m u ch , anct it  i s  our r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to  g e t out am on g p eo p le  and do m a s s  ed u ­
ca tio n  and m o b iliz a t io n  around  th is  s tr u g g le . By im p le m e n tin g  th is  p ro g ra m , we 
can  b eg in  to  build  a r e a l  m a s s  m o v e m e n t w h ich  w il l  fr e e  G ary  L aw ton!

A t th e  St. L o u is  NSCM , VVAW /W SO adopted  a n a tio n a l p ro g ra m  o f w ork  for  
b u ild in g  th e  a n t i - im p e r ia l i s t  v e te r a n s  m o v e m e n t. T h is p ro g ra m  i s  not to be taken  
l ig h t ly , but i s  to  be im p le m e n te d  in  a l l  c h a p te r s  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n . T h is p ro g ra m  
i s  d e s ig n e d  to  g e t  VVAW /W SO out am on g the m a s s e s  o f v e te r a n s , and g iv e s  id e a s  
a s  to  how to  b rin g  th e s e  p eo p le  in to  th e s tr u g g le  a g a in st  im p e r ia l is m . E n c lo se d  
i s  a co p y  o f th e  new  p r o g r a m , a lon g  w ith  the r e p o r t fro m  the p ro g ra m  w o rk sh o p . 
T h is  sh ou ld  be c a r e fu lly  r ea d , and i f  th e r e  a r e  any q u e s t io n s ,'  l e t  us know and we 
w il l  t r y  to  a n sw e r  th em .

S e v e r a l s u g g e s t io n s  for im p le m e n tin g  th is  p ro g ra m  w e r e  d is c u s s e d  at the  
St. L o u is  m e e t in g  and th e s e  s u g g e s t io n s  sh ou ld  be d is c u s s e d  by the ch a p ter s  and 
ap p lied  to  th e  c o n d it io n s  in  your own c o m m u n it ie s . T h is  p ro g ra m  i s  not a gam e  
to  be p la y ed  w ith , h a lf -h e a r te d ly  w ork ed  a t, o f  ig n o r e d . It i s  our n atio n a l p ro g ra m  
and th is  i s  a n a tio n a l o r g a n iz a t io n . Though e v e r y o n e  did not a g r e e  that VVAW /W SO  
sh ou ld  fo c u s  i t s  w ork  on v e te r a n s  and G Is, th e r e  w er e  no o b je c tio n s  to  th is  p ro gra m  
r a is e d ,a t  th e  m eetin g ; th u s , w e have to  a s s u m e  th at p eo p le  fe lt  it  w as a good p ro ­
g ra m  th at w ould p ush  th e  w ork  o f the o r g a n iz a tio n  fo rw a rd , build  VVAW /W SO and 
th e  v e t s  m o v e m e n t. T h is  p ro g ra m  r e q u ir e s  c o n s is te n t ,  d a y - to -d a y  m a s s  w ork  at
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p la c e s  w h e r e  v e te r a n s  a r e  at; it  can not be a s u c c e s s  i f  w e fea r  the m a s s e s  and r e ­
fu se  to go out am on g th em  on a r e g u la r  b a s is .  T h is  p ro g ra m  i s  m uch  m o r e  than, a 
few d e m o n s tr a t io n s  now and th en , even  d e m o n s tr a t io n s  at the VA. T h e p ro g ra m  
w il l  not be a s u c c e s s  u n le s s  our w ork  i s  c o n s is te n t  and u n le s s  w e a r e  out im p le m e n t­
in g  th is  p r o g r a m  d a ily .

We hope th at a l l  c h a p te r s  w il l  k eep  us in fo rm ed  a s  to  how th is  p ro g ra m  i s  b ein g  
im p le m e n te d  in  th e ir  a r e a s  so  th a t we can  g et th at in fo r m a tio n  out to  o th er  c h a p te r s .  
T h is w il l  r e q u ir e  r e g u la r  w ork  r e p o r ts  to be su b m itted  to  the NO w h ich  ta lk  about 
th e  p r o g r e s s  b ein g  m a d e , the p r o b le m s  e n c o u n te re d , and the s u c c e s s e s  o f  our w ork .

IM P L E M E N T  THE PRO G R AM ! ! !
BUILD THE A N T I-IM P E R IA L IS T  V E T E R A N S M O V EM EN T! ! !

R u c h e ll  M a g ee  S en ten ced  to L ife  in  P r is o n
On Jan u a ry  2 3 rd , R u c h e ll  M a g ee  w a s se n te n c e d  to l if e  in  p r iso n . T h is s e n ­

te n c e  ca m e  on th e  h e e ls  o f  a U. S. S u p rem e C ou rt d e c is io n  not to  h ea r  R u c h e ll's  
m o tio n  fo r  p lea  r e v e r s a l .  In June o f 1974, R u c h e ll  p lead  g u ilty  to  th e  c h a r g e  o f  
k idnapping w h ich  r e su lte d  fro m  th e " C ou rth o u se  S la ve  R eb e llio n "  in  A u g u st, 1970. 
D uring th is  r e b e ll io n , R u c h e ll  m a d e h is  bid for fr e e d o m  and a lo n g  w ith  a group of 
o th er  p r is o n e r s  who w e r e  in  c o u r t, a ttem p ted  to e s c a p e  in  a van , tak in g  w ith  th em  
the c o u r t 's  p r e s id in g  ju d g e . M a r in  C ounty p o lic e  op en ed  f ir e  on th e  van and in d is ­
c r im in a te ly  m u r d er e d  Jon ath an  J a c k so n , W illia m  C h r is tm a s , J a m e s  M cC la in  and 
Jud ge H arold  H a ley . F o llo w in g  the m u r d er , R u c h e ll  (the o n ly  su rv iv in g  p r iso n e r )  
w a s ch a rg ed  w ith  m u r d er , c o n s p ir a c y  to  fr e e  th e  S oledad  B r o th e r s , and
k id napping. D u rin g  R u c h e ll's  f ir s t  t r ia l ,  i t  w a s  p ro v ed  th at the gun w h ich  k illed  
Ju d ge H a ley  w a s fired  fr o m  one o f the c o p 's  w ea p o n s , and th e  ju r y  w a s hung. The 
m u rd er  c h a r g e s  w e r e  th en  dropped  and R u c h e ll  b egan  the lon g w a it for h is  seco n d  
t r ia l  on c h a r g e s  o f k idnapping.

In Jun e o f la s t  y e a r , R u c h e ll  p lead  g u ilty  to th e s e  kidnapping c h a r g e s . T h is  
w a s don e a fte r  e x tr e m e  h a r a s s m e n t , in c lu d in g  p r e s s u r e  fro m  h is  s o - c a l le d  a t to r ­
n e y s . A lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the p le a  w a s  e n te r e d , R u c h e ll  b egan  the p r o c e s s  
fo r  g e ttin g  the p lea  r e v e r s e d .  The ju d ge  who heard  the p lea  w ouldn't a llo w  it  and 
w a s p re p a r in g  to  s e n te n c e  R u c h e ll to  l if e  in  p r iso n  on th e  sp ot. A fter  a d e te r m in ­
ed s tr u g g le , R u c h e ll a p p ea led  th is  g u ilty  p lea  and a sk ed  th at it  be rem o v ed  so  he 
cou ld  go th rou gh  a t r ia l  and p ro v e  h is  in n o c e n c e  and the r igh t to r e b e l.

W ith th e S u p rem e C o u rt’s  r e fu s a l  to  h ea r  the a p p ea l for r e v e r s a l  o f the p lea , 
R u c h e ll's  s tr u g g le  to  obta in  a ju ry  t r ia l  w as r e je c te d . He w as th en  sen ten ced  to  
l i f e  in  p r iso n  on the k idnapping c h a r g e s . It i s  too  e a r ly  to  t e l l  w hat w il l  happen  
now and w hat ta c t ic  RtLchell and h is  su p p o r te r s  w il l  now e m p lo y  to build  th e  s tr u g ­
g le  to fr e e  R u c h e ll M a g ee . We w i l l  g et d e ta i ls  out to  p eo p le  a s  so o n  a s  w e r e c e iv e  
th em .

P e o p le  sh ou ld  a lso  be a w a re  o f R u c h e ll's  d en u n c ia tion  o f A n g e la  D a v is  fo llo w ­
in g  h is  s e n te n c in g . M a g ee  c a lle d  D a v is  a "p ig, sn itch , d ir ty  sn itch in g  rat. " T h is  
i s  q u ite  a c o n tr a s t  to w hat th e  N a tio n a l A ll ia n c e  A g a in st R a c is t  and P o l i t ic a l  R e ­
p r e s s io n  r e c e n t ly  to ld  VVAW /W SO c o n c er n in g  R u c h e ll's  fe e lin g s  for A n g e la . A ll
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c h a p te r s  sh ou ld  have a co p y  o f  the A ll ia n c e 's  "Open L e tte r  to  VVAW /W SO" and 
sh ou ld  ta k e  n ote  o f  th e ir  q uoting  o f R u c h e ll. It i s  a far c r y  fro m  what w as sa id  
in  th e  c o u r tr o o m  on J a n . 23rd ,

W ith  th e s e  r e c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ts , it  i s  c r y s t a l  c le a r  th at R u c h e ll M agee i s  a 
B lack  m an  who h as b een  th o ro u g h ly  sc r e w e d  - -  both by th o se  p eo p le  who shou ld  
h av e  b een  h is  c o m r a d e s  and by the s ta te . R u c h e ll's  s tr u g g le  for  fr e e d o m  began  
n e a r ly  20 y e a r s  a go  w hen he f ir s t  e n ter e d  p r iso n  in  L o u is ia n a  for " attem p ted  a g ­
g ra v a ted  rap e"  o f  a w hite  w om an  (who fa iled  to  id e n tify  h im  in  a p o lic e  l in e -u p )  
a s  a r e s u lt  o f an a l l -w h ite  ju r y 's  r a c is m  and the r e p r e s s io n  e x is t in g  under im p e r ­
ia l i s m ,  That s tr u g g le  for  fr e e d o m  and a g a in s t  in ju s t ic e  co n tin u es  today, V VA W / 
WSO m u st su p p o rt th e  r igh t to  r e b e l and con tin u e  to  dem and fr e e d o m  for R u ch e ll  
M a g ee .

A n U p -D a te  o f O r g a n iz a tio n a l T r ia ls
BO B H O O D: A s  rep o rted  in  th e  F eb . i s s u e  o f W inter S o ld ie r , Bob H o od 's  

t r ia l  end ed  w ith  a hung ju r y  and a m is t r ia l  w a s  d e c la r e d . The d e fe n se  w en t back  
in to  co u r t d u rin g  the w eek  o f Jan . 20th  to find out what i s  to happen to  th e  c h a r g e s  
a g a in s t  H ood. The g o v ern m en t h a s  d ec id ed  to  con tin u e  th e s e  c h a r g e s  and b ring  
Bob to  t r ia l  a g a in . H o w ev er , th e  g o v ern m en t a ls o  o ffe r e d  Hood a "deal"  sa y in g  
th at th e y  w ou ld  g et h im  on a m isd e m e a n o r  c h a r g e  o f a s s a u lt  and a s  a r e s u lt ,  he 
w ould  sp en d  no t im e  in  ja i l  and w ould  be on l im ite d  p ro b a tio n .' The d e fe n se  took  
th is  o ffe r  o f a d e a l a s  a s ig n  th at the g o v ern m en t i s  running s c a r e d , and have d e ­
c id ed  to  r e je c t  th is  o ffe r  and go for a n o th er  t r ia l .

A p r e - t r ia l  h ea r in g  i s  sch ed u led  for F eb . 28th , and th e  d e fe n se  w il l  p r e se n t  
m o r e  m o tio n s  fo r  th e d is m is s a l  o f  the c h a r g e s .  The t r ia l  i t s e l f  i s  te n ta t iv e ly  s c h e d ­
u led  for M arch  10th. T h ere  a r e  so m e  c h a n g e s , h o w ev e r . The f i r s t  t r ia l  w a s  heard  
b y  a r e a l  f a s c i s t  ju d g e , and th e  ju dge app ointed  to  d ea l w ith  th e  p r e - t r ia l  i s  c o n s id ­
e r ed  to  b e  on e o f  th e  m o r e  " lib era l"  ju d g e s  in  O akland. A ls o , the ju dge s e e m s  to  
f e e l  th at t h e s e  c h a r g e s  a r e  not w orth  try in g  a seco n d  t im e . It i s  too  e a r ly  to get 
ou r hopes* up, but it  i s  not in c o n c e iv a b le  th at the ju dge cou ld  d rop  the c h a r g e s  at the  
F eb . 28th  h e a r in g . If th at d o e s  not happen , the c h a n c e s  for an a cq u itta l look  good
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in  th e  seco n d  t r ia l ,  p a r t ia l ly  b e c a u s e  th e  g o v ern m en t s e e m s  to  be b ack in g  dow n. 
We w il l  co n tin u e  to  k ee p  p eo p le  p o sted  on fu r th er  d e v e lo p m e n ts .

CINC INN ATI 7: The t r i a l  o f  th e  C in cin n a ti 7 h as b een  p ostp o n ed  u n til A p r il  
14th.- The C in cin n a ti 7- w e r e  a tta ck ed  and a r r e s te d  by p o lic e  a s  th e y  w e r e  p ick et­
in g  th e C in c in n a ti F e d e r a l  C ou rth o u se  la s t  S ep t. 17th. The p ic k e ts  and le a f le t -  
t e r s  w e r e  th e r e  for th e  J a m e s  H ardy D e fe n se  C o m m itte e , a c o a lit io n  o f  g rou p s  
in  C in cin n a ti b u ilt  to  su p p ort a B la c k  co m m u n ity  a c t iv is t  on t r ia l  fo r  " in tim id a -  
tin g  a p o lic e  o f f ic e r .  " T he s e v e n  p eo p le  (fou r o f  w h om  a re  VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s )  
w e r e  c h a r g e d , v a r io u s ly , w itli a s s a u lt  and b a tte r y  on a p o lic e  o f f ic e r ,  r e s is t in g  
a r r e s t ,  and d is o r d e r ly  con d u ct.

The d e fe n se  f e e ls  th at the r e c e n t  p o stp o n em en t i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  fa c t th at the  
p r o s e c u t io n s  c a s e  i s  bad and th e y  w ant to w ea k en  th e  c a s e  o f the C in cin n a ti 7 by  
putting th e  t r ia l  o ff. A ls o ,  i t  m a y  be th a t b y  p ostp o n in g  th e  t r ia l  s o  th at it  i s  s e v e n  
m on th s a fte r  th e  a tta ck , th e r e  w il l  be l e s s  o f  a ch a n ce  to  build  a m o v em en t around  
p o lic e  r e p r e s s io n  in  C in c in n a ti. But n e ith er  o f th e s e  t a c t ic s  w il l  w ork . A m o v e ­
m en t to  fight p o lic e  r e p r e s s io n  i s  b u ild in g  w ith in  the c o m m u n ity , and th e  '’defen se*' 
w il l  not r e ly  on w hat h ap p en s in  th e  c o u r tr o o m  an y w a y  - -  but w i l l  r e s t  w ith  th e  
m o v em en t o f th e  p e o p le .

GRUNC 1 0 : On O ct. 29th , 10 p eo p le  l ib e r a te d  th e  C am b od ian  (B on N o l) M is ­
s io n  to  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  in  N ew  Y ork  C ity , in  su p p ort o f  th e  s tr u g g le  o f  th e  C am ­
bod ian  p e o p le . M e m b e r s  o f  V VA W /W SO , In d och in a  P e a c e  C am p a ig n -N Y C , In d o­
ch in a  S o lid a r ity  C o m m itte e , R e v o lu tio n a r y  Student B r ig a d e  and W hite L igh tn in g  
w e r e  in v o lv ed  w ith  th is  ta k e - o v e r  and ch a rg ed  w ith  c r im in a l  t r e s p a s s .  (F e d e r a l  
c h a r g e s  o f  " fe lo n io u s  a s s a u lt  on a fo r e ig n  d ip lo m a t w e r e  d rop p ed ). The GRUNC 10 
a r e  to  be tr ie d  on  J a n u a ry  30th. S in ce  on e o f th e  10 i s  n ot y e t 18 y e a r s -o ld ,  a l l  
o f th em  w il l  b e  tr ie d  in  ju v e n ile  c o u r t.

DANNY FRIEDM A N: D anny F r ie d m a n , one o f the VVAW /W SO m e m b e r s  
b ea ten  b y  g u a rd s at th e  Shea S tad ium  a tta ck  w h ich  o c c u r r e d  d u rin g  th e  "H onor  
V ietn a m  V eter a n s"  b a s e b a ll  g a m e , w il l  go to  t r ia l  on F e b r u a r y  10th in  N ew  Y ork  
C ity . D an ny i s  th e  o n ly  on e w ith  c h a r g e s  r e m a in in g , and he w il l  fa c e  t r ia l  on  
c h a r g e s  o f  3rd  d e g r e e  a s s a u lt .

C le m e n c y  B oard  C on du cts T r a v e ll in g  C ir c u s
C h a r le s  G o o d e ll, and o th er  m e m b e r s-  of T he P r e s id e n t ia l  C le m e n c y  B oard  

a r e  p ack in g  up and taking the c ir c u s  on the' road . T h ey  w ill  be v is it in g  c i t ie s  a c r o s s  
the nation  tr y in g  to te ll  raft re s i s t e r s  about how g r e a t the c le m e n c y  i s  and that th ere  
a r e  on ly  a few  d ays le f t  to jo in  in  the b ig  sh ow . W e think it w ould  be a good id ea  to  
h ave a few  lo c a l  b a r k e r s  around  w hen th ey  co m e  to you r c ity .

The c le m e n c y  h as b een  an u tte r  fa i lu r e !  L e s s  than th ree  thousand  p eo p le  have  
taken  it out of a p p ro x im a te ly  125, 000 ( th e se  a re  g o v ern m en t figure-s w h ich  s e e m  to 
be p a r t of a m a g ic  s id e sh o w  of the c ir c u s .  T he n u m b ers g e t  b ig g e r  and s m a lle r  a ll  
the t im e ) . A s m an y  o r g a n iz a t io n s  h ave b een  sa y in g  in  p a st few  m o n th s , the c le m e n c y
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p ro g ra m  i s  bankrupt and not in the in te r e s t s  of w ar r e s i s t e r s .  W hen G o o d ell, the 
r in g m a s te r ,s h o w s  up, or  one of the o th e r s  of the B ig  T op, it w ould be good to r a is e  
the s lo g a n  " U n iv er sa l and U n con d itio n a l A m n e sty  fo r  A ll W ar R e s i s t e r s  !"

T h ey  a re  ta lk in g  about ex ten d in g  the sh ow  fo r  a n o th er  s ix  m o n th s, but th is  tim e  
not by p op u lar  d em an d , but ra th er  in an a ttem p t to in fla te  the f ig u r e s  w ith  th ose  who  
a re  in  n e e d  of a r ea l a m n e sty  . A s h as b een  p ro v ed , the c le m e n c y  is  not an a m n e sty  
and w ar r e s i s t e r s  w ill  not su b m it th e m s e lv e s  to it no m a tte r  how m an y  c lo w n s p arade  
around  the cou n try . If th e se  s id e  -sh o w  freak  s sh ow  up in you r c ity  or  tow n, and you  
a r e  th ere  to m e e t  p le a s e  take p ic tu r e s  and le t  us know what h ap p en s.

W in ter  S o ld ie r  In v e s t ig a t io n s  R e v is it e d
T he fo llo w in g  ite m  a p p ea red  in  a D ay ton , O h io , n e w sp a p e r :" K en neth  

A n g e r , F ilm m a k e r  and a u th o r , i s  w ork in g  on a bood  about th e  p r o c e s s  by w h ich  
you ng A m erica n  b o y s w e r e  p ro g ra m m e d  in to  b ec o m in g  to r tu r e r s  in V ie tn a m .
He' 11 pay $10  an h our fo r  in te r v ie w s  w ith  v e te r a h s  w illin g  to ta lk  about a p p lied  
c r u e lty . W rite  to  h im  at S tra ig h t A rrow  P r e s s ,  625 3rd St, San F r a n c is c o ,
C A, C o n fid en tia lity  i s  p r o m is e d . M

D eath  o f P r is o n e r .  S p ark s P r o t e s t  - -  D em and In v e s t ig a t io n
On Jan , 6th , W illia m  L ow e d ied  in  the h o sp ita l w ith in  the F e d e r a l  P e n ite n ­

t ia r y  lo c a te d  at T e r r e  H aute, In d ian a . T h ree  d a y s p r e c e e d in g  h is d eath , L ow e  
tr ie d  to  be a d m itted  to  the p r iso n  h o sp ita l;  he w as r e fu s e d . Two d a y s b e fo r e  h is  
d eath , s ix  p r is o n e r s  liv in g  in  L o w e 's  h ou sin g  unit p r o te s te d  v e h e m en tly  w ith  th e  
guard on d uty  to  c a l l  the h o sp ita l and dem and L ow e be a d m itted . The guard f in ­
a l ly  c o n se n ted ; but th e  guard  in the h o sp ita l sa id  no on e w ould be a d m itted  to  th e  
h o sp ita l  u n le s s  he w a s on h is  " d ea th -b ed . " L ater  that day , L ow e w as a d m itted  to  
th e  h o sp ita l. H is  c a s e  w a s d ia g n o sed  a s pneum onia  by the m e d ic a l tra in in g  a s s i s ­
tan t - -  th e r e  i s  no d o c to r  at th e  p r iso n  fro m  4 pm  on F r id a y  to  8 a m  on M onday, 
n or  i s  th e r e  any c o m p e te n t m e d ic a l  s ta ff .

E v en  th ou gh  L o w e ’ s con d itio n  w as d ia g n o sed  a s  p n eu m on ia  e a r ly  enough in  
th e  w eek  w h ere  h is  l i f e  cou ld  have b een  sa v ed  w ith  p ro p er  m e d ic a l c a r e ,  th e r e  w as  
n e v e r  any a ttem p t to  h ave h im  taken  to a h o sp ita l in  the com m u n ity ; and th e  h o sp ita l  
s ta f f  knew  th at the p r iso n  h o sp ita l lack ed  a d eq u ate  f a c i l i t ie s  to  d e a l w ith  L o w e 's  i l l ­
n e s s .

T he fo llo w in g  day a fte r  h is  d ea th , m o re  than 900 p r is o n e r s  (out o f a pop ulation  
o f 1100) p a r tic ip a ted  in  a p e a c e fu l w ork  sto p p a g e . The p r is o n e r s  p r o te s te d  for two  
r e a so n s :  1) To fo r m  the P r is o n e r 's  C ou n cil, a l ia is o n  grou p  c o m p o sed  o f p r is o n e r s  
to a ir  g r ie v a n c e s  w ith  p r iso n  o f f ic ia ls ;  and 2) F o r  b e tte r  m e d ic a l- tr e a tm e n t, a d o c ­
to r  s e v e n  d a y s  a w ee k  d u rin g  th e  day, and a co m p eten t m e d ic a l s ta ff  at night; fr e e  
and t im e ly  a c c e s s  to  th e  h o sp ita l for a ll  p r is o n e r s ,  in c lu d in g  th o se  p r is o n e r s  w o rk ­
in g  in  th e  p r iso n  fa c to ry ; and u se  o f co m m u n ity  h o sp ita l f a c i l i t ie s  fo r  th o se  p r is o n ­
e r s  w h o se  i l l n e s s e s  n e c e s s i t a t e  su ch  f a c i l i t ie s  - - o r  u p -d ate  th e  h o sp ita l in s id e  the  
p r is o n , r e p la c e  o b s o le te  eq u ip m en t and expand i t s  f a c i l i t ie s  so  it  can  a d eq u a te ly  
p ro v id e  fu ll m e d ic a l a tten tio n  for the 1100 m en  im p r iso n e d  at T e r r e  H aute.
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The s itu a tio n  at T e r r e  H aute i s  tig h t. T h ere  have b een  o v e r  70 p r is o n e r s  lo c k ­
ed up in  s e g r e g a t io n  or tr a n s fe r r e d  a s  a r e s u lt  o f the p e a c e fu l p r o te s t .  * M o re  lo c k ­
ups and tr a n s f e r s  a r e  im p en d in g  - -  a l l  o f w h ich  w il l  be an a ttem p t by p r iso n  o f f i ­
c ia ls  to s u p p r e s s  the rag e  - -  and th e  fa c ts  - -  o f  L o w e 's  death .

The b r o th e r s  at T e r r e  H aute a re  d em an d in g  an in v e s t ig a t io n  o f H o w e's  d eath , 
th e lo c k -u p s  and th e  h o sp ita l f a c i l i t i e s .  We would u rg e  a i l  c h a p ter s  and r e g io n s  
to w r ite  to th e  fo llo w in g  p e o p le , d em an d in g  th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  and p r o te s t in g  the  
re ce n t a c ts  o f b ru ta lity  a g a in s t  the p r is o n e r s  at T e r r e  H aute. It i s  im p o rta n t th at 
a c ts  su ch  a s  th e s e  do not go u n n oticed  b y  the p eo p le  o f th is  cou n try  and th at w e le t  
th e  a d m in is tr a to r s  know th at so m e o n e  i s  w atch in g  th em . T e t te r s  shou ld  be se n t to: 
S u rgeon  G en era l o f'th e  U nited  S ta te s , O ffice  of the S u rgeon  G en era l, W ashington*  
DC: N orm an  C a r lso n , D ir e c to r ,  U. S. B u reau  o f P r iso n s*  HOLC B u ild in g , 101
Indiana A v e . NW, W ash in gton , DC; and W arden C. L, B en so n , B ox  33, T e r r e  
H au te, In d ian a  4 7 8 0 8 . M a ss  p r e s s u r e  i s  b ad ly  n eed ed  so  h av e  your ch a p ter  m e m ­
b e r s  w r ite  l e t t e r s  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib le .

A P r im e r  in  R ev o lu tio n a ry  P h oto-;tak ing  -
We a ll  know that a p h otograp h  can  add im m e n s e ly  to a s to r y , p a r t ic u la r ly  in 

W INTER SO LD IER  and GI NEW S. We w ould  l ik e  to g iv e  so m e  tip s; th in gs w e have  
le a r n e d  fr o m  our own e x p e r ie n c e  and fr o m  the e x p e r ie n c e  of look in g  at so m e  of the 
p ic tu r e s  w e  h ave b een  se n t o v e r  the y e a r s .

The f ir s t  im p o rta n t thing to be on the loo k o u t fo r  is  to m ak e su re  that th ere  is  
f i lm  in the c a m e r a . M any good p ic tu r e s  h ave b een  lo s t  fo r e v e r , b e c a u se  so m eo n e  
took  a c a m e r a  and d id n 't ch eck  to s e e  if th ere  w a s f i lm  in  it . The seco n d  im p o rtan t  
th ing i s  to m ak e su re  that so m eo n e  know s how to u s e  the c a m e r a  b e fo re  they  a r e  
a s s ig n e d  the ta sk  of taking p ic tu r e s .  W e've se e n .p e o p le  s tr u g g le  o v e r  a ca m era  at 
d e m o n s tr a t io n s , know ing that th ey  a re  u n fa m ilia r  w ith  the w o rk in g s of it. Good  
p ic tu r e s  can  b e  taken  w ith  a N ikon  o r  w ith  an in s ta m a tic . It a ll  d ep en d s on w hat you  
s e t  you r s ig h ts  on w h ile  taking p ic tu r e s ,

A p h oto gra p h er  at a d em o n str a t io n  is  an e s s e n t ia l  p e r so n . If a ch a p ter  w an ts to 
h ave so m e o n e  take p ic tu r e s , then that p e r so n  should  ONLY take p ic tu r e s , and have 
no o th er  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  A good p h o to g ra p h er  should  be a b le  to m o ve  around a lw a y s  
k eep in g  an e y e  on the e v e n ts  that a r e  taking p la c e , It w ould  a ls o  be b e n e fic ia l to have  
so m e o n e  w ork  w ith  the p h o to g ra p h er . T h is p e r so n  w ould have two ta sk s: one w ould  
be to w atch  out fo r  p ig s  who m a y  want to take a poke at the c a m e r a , and seco n d  to 
hold  the u sed  f i lm  so  that the p h o to g ra p h er  d o e sn 't  g et popped and have the f i lm  c o n ­
f is c a te d .

W hen tak in g  p ictu res^  the p h o to g ra p h er  should  be ab le  to ju dge w hat kind of s to r y  
h e /s h e  w an ts the p ic tu re  to tak e. P h o to g ra p h in g  a m a rch , fo r  e x a m p le , s e e m s  e a s y  
but th ere  a r e  so m e  r e c u r r e n t  p r o b le m s  that w e s e e  o ften . M any t im e s  the p h otograp h er  
s e e s  on ly  the b a n n e r s , and the r e s u lt  i s  a p ic tu r e  that h a s in it s  c e n te r , a b an n er , w ith  
so m e  p a r t ia l ly  cut out fa c e s  on the b o tto m , and a lo t  of em p ty  b u ild in g s on top. In a 
c a s e  lik e  th is  it  w ould  be b e tte r  to p hotograph  the b a n n ers at the top o f the photo, w ith  
the p eo p le  in the lo w e r  h a lf. T h is  i s  but one e x a m p le ; th ere  a re  m any m o r e . It i s  
a lw a y s  im p o rta n t to have p eo p le  in p ic tu r e s . T h is  shou ld  be the m a in  th ing to lo o k  fo r  
w hen  tak in g  p h o to g ra p h s.
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T he p h o to g ra p h er  sh ou ld  not be a fr a id  to take f iv e  or s ix  p ic tu r e s  of the sa m e  sc e n e  
Y o u 'll be lu ck y  if one c o m e s  out r e a l ly  good . T h is  m a y  sound quite e x p e n s iv e  but it  
i s n ' t .  We can  o n ly -u se  b la ck  and w h ite  p h o to s; the c o s t  ran g in g  so m e w h er e  b etw een  
90£ and $ 1 . 2 5 ,  d ep en d in g  on w h e r e  you g et the f i lm . If you  sen d  u s  the f i lm , w e can  
d ev e lo p  it ,  or  you  can  send  u s the n e g a tiv e s  and w e can  d ev e lo p  the p r in ts . A s im p o r ­
tant a s  p ic tu r e  ta k in g 'is , two or th ree  d o l la r s  d o e sn 't  am ou nt to that m u ch .

M any ch a p ter s  h ave p eo p le  that r e g u la r ly  take p ic tu r e s .  T h is  is  r e a l ly  good and 
sh ou ld  co n tin u e , a lth ou gh  if o th e r s  w ould  lik e  to try  th ey  sh ou ld  be e n co u ra g ed . A l ­
though th is  sh o r t p r im e r  in p h o to -ta k in g  is  in c o m p le te , w e hope that c h a p te r s  w ill  be 
a b le  to h ave so m e  d is c u s s io n  around the im p o rta n c e  of p ic tu re  taking and w e hope that 
the r e s u lt  w il l  be that ch a p ters  w ill take p ic tu r e s  m o re  s e r io u s ly  and m o r e  s te a d ily .
In th is  w ay , a ll  o f u s  w ill be a b le  to b en e fit  fr o m  you r w ork .

A PIC T U R E  IS W ORTH A THOUSAND WORDS ! !

Regional Reports
J a n u a ry  27th  D e m o n str a t io n s

F ro m  w hat w e can s e e ,  th e r e  i s  a good d ea l o f e n e r g y  around b u ild ing  for the 
J a n u a ry  27th  a c t io n s . W e’ve r e c e iv e d  v e r y  few  c o n c r e te  r e p o r ts  a s  to  w hat i s  b e ­
ing  p lanned  for the a n n iv e r s a r y  o f the sig n in g  o f  th e  P a r is  P e a c e  A c c o r d s , but a l ­
m o st e v e r y  r eg io n  w il l  be doing so m eth in g  -»  h old ing m a r c h e s  and r a l l ie s ,  fo ru m s, 
f i lm  sh o w in g s , le a f le t t in g , e tc .



We w il l  b e d o in g  a su m -u p  o f  th e s e  a c t iv i t ie s  for  the n ex t i s s u e  o f  W in ter  S o l­
d ie r  and in  o r d e r  to  do th is ,  w e  w il l  n eed  in fo r m a tio n  in  th e  a c t io n s  in  a l l  the  
c h a p te r s . T h e  n ex t i s s u e  o f th e  n ew sp a p er  w il l  go to  p r e s s  about th e  m id d le  o f  
F e b r u a r y , and th is  m e a n s  that w e w il l  n eed  th e  r e p o r ts  a s  so o n  a fte r  th e  a c t io n s  
a r e  c o m p le ted  a s  p o s s ib le .  We w il l  a ls o  n eed  p h o to s . So, be su r e  to  g e t your  
r e p o r ts  on your J an . 27th  a c t iv i t ie s  in  to  th e  NO righ t aw ay. T h e se  r e p o r ts  shou ld  
in c lu d e  w hat h ap p en ed , how the a c tio n  w a s  b u ilt  for  (i, e . d id  you le a f le t  at th e  VA, 
at c o l l e g e s ,  in  c o m m u n it ie s ,  e tc ) ,  and how s u c c e s s f u l  w as th e  a c tio n  (i. e . w a s  
good e d u ca tio n a l w ork  d on e, w e r e  n e w -m e m b e r s  b rough t in to  th e  o r g a n iz a tio n , e tc ) .  
W e hop e th e  J an . 27th  a c t iv i t ie s  a r e  a g r e a t s u c c e s s !

W ork R ep o r ts
D u rin g  th e NSCM  in St L o u is , th e r e  w a s  a good  d ea l o f d is c u s s io n  o f the  

n ee d  fo r  w o rk  r e p o r t s - - t h e r e  i s  a n eed  fo r  c h a p te r s  and r e g io n s  to su m  up th e ir  
a c t iv i t i e s ,  and to  g e t  th at in fo r m a tio n  in to  th e  N a tio n a l O ffice .

t
P ro b a b ly  the g r e a te s t  v a lu e  o f th e  w o rk  r e p o r ts  i s  th at th e  ch a p ter s  do 

h av e  to  d is c u s s  th e ir  w o rk , i t s  s tr e n g th s  and i t s  w e a k n e s s e s ,  b e fo r e  su ch  a  
r e p o r t can  be d on e. T h is  m e a n s  not o n ly  th e  m a jo r  a c t io n s  that the ch a p ter  
p u ts on o r  ta k e s  p a r t in , but a ls o  th e  d a y -to -d a y  w o r k --w h a t a re  good w ays  
to  s e l l  o r  o th e r w is e  u s e  th e  W in ter  S o ld ie r  p a p er ?  How i s  c o a lit io n  w ork  p r o -  
g r e s s in g - - a r e  th e r e  u s e fu l  l e s s o n s  w h ich  can  be le a r n e d  fr o m  th e w ay  in w hich  
c o a lit io n s  a re  put to g e th e r ?  What a re  e f fe c t iv e  w a y s  o f d raw in g  new  p eo p le  into  
th e  m e e t in g s  o f th e  o r g a n iz a t io n ?  And on and o n - - a l l  o f th is  is  in fo rm a tio n  w hich  
w e sh ou ld  b e  sh a r in g .

T he se c o n d  a s p e c t  o f th e  w ork  r e p o r ts  is  th e  n eed  fo r  the NO to  s e e  th e s e  
r e p o r ts  in  o r d e r  to  p a s s  a lon g  th e  in fo r m a tio n  to  o th er  c h a p te r s , and to  h av e  a  
b a s is  fo r  th e  p o s it io n s  w e  a r e  p uttin g  fo rw a rd . F o r  in s ta n c e , th e r e  h ave b een  
s e v e r a l  c a l l s  fo r  d e f in ite  in fo r m a tio n  on the J a n u a ry  27th  a c t io n s  b e in g  p lanned  
by th e o r g a n iz a t io n , but,, fo r  the m o s t  p a r t, w e h ave o n ly  a v agu e  id ea  of w hat 
i s  g o in g  on  (though w e do know fro m  th e  NSCM th at m o s t  c h a p te r s  o r  r e g io n s  
a r e  p lann in g  so m e  kind of a c t io n s ) . V e r y  few  c h a p te r s  now  g e t  u s  th e  in fo r m a ­
tio n  th at w e n eed  in  o r d e r  to do th e  b e s t  pos s ib le  job  fo r  a ll  o f u s  and the o r g a n i­
z a tio n  a s  a w hole; w h ile  p eo p le  a c c e p te d  the o b lig a tio n  to  su m m a r iz e  th e ir  w ork  
and g e t  u s  th e  r e p o r ts  durin g  th e  N SC M , w e h ave se e n  v e r y  l i t t le  s in c e  th en , So, 
WHAT A R E  YOU DOING?

In tern a tio n a l W eek o f C o n cern  in  L ondon
T h e L ondon C h ap ter  o f V V A W /W SO  w a s  on e o f th e  g ro u p s sp o n so r in g  

a V ie tn a m  V ig il  d u rin g  th e  In tern a tio n a l W eek o f C o n cern  in  fro n t o f th e  A m e r ica n  
E m b a s s y  in London; th e  W eek o f C on cern  w a s h eld  la te  in E nglan d  b e c a u se  of 
the e le c t io n  ca m p a ig n  w h ich  w a s  goin g  on durin g  th e  e a r l ie r  d a te . U n iv e r s a l,  
u n co n d itio n a l a m n e sty  fo r  a ll  w a r  r e  s i s t e r s  w a s on e o f th e  d em a n d s put fo rw a rd ,

D u rin g  th at sa m e  w e e k , a grou p  o f 30 US S en a to rs  and C o n g r e ssm e n  w er e  
in  L ondon  a tten d in g  th e  20th  annual s e s s io n  o f the N orth  A tla n tic  A s s e m b ly . L e t t e r s



w e r e  hand d e l iv e r e d  to  s ix  o f th o s e  in  a tte n d a n c e , o ffe r in g  th em  the op p ortu n ity  
to  d is c u s s  a m n e sty  w ith  e x i l e s  f ir s t -h a n d . T h e r e  w a s z e r o  r e s p o n s e ,

T h e 'fo llo w m g  w ee k , the D e m o c r a tic  P a r ty  in  th e  U nited  K ingdom  had an 
annual m e e t in g , fo llo w  zd  by a c o c k ta il-p a r ty  r e c e p tio n  fo r  v is it in g  S en a to rs  
H u m ph rey  and M cG o v ern , F r it z  E faw  (fro m  w hom  th is  in fo rm a tio n  c o m e s )  
a tten d ed  th e  r e c e p tio n  in o r d e r  to  r a is e  the a m n e sty  i s s u e  w ith  the se n a to r s  
p e r s o n a lly . ‘*Both se n a to r s  w e r e  n o n -c o m m ita l  on the su b je c t , in s is t in g  that 
a m n e sty  w as an e x e c u t iv e  i s s u e ,  and not so m e th in g  to  be d ea lt  w ith  by C o n g r e s s ,  
My en co u n ter  w ith  Sen  H u m ph rey  w a s v e r y  b r ie f ,  and a lthough  I sp ok e w ith  Sen  
M cG overn  fo r  s e v e r a l  m in u te s , a sk in g  h is  a d v ic e , he o ffe r e d  n on e, and s e e m e d  
to  m e  to  be ra th e r  i l l - a t - e a s e  by th e im p o s it io n  o f h avin g  to ta lk  to a d ra ft dodger."
(A p a r e n th e tic a l  n ote fo llo w e d , a ls o  fr o m  F r itz :  MA cou p le  o f r ig h t sch m u ck s  th ey  
a r e ,  to o , and th e  sa m e  in sp a d es  fo r  a ll  th e ir  d ham pagne sw illin g  fr ie n d s  fro m  
H a m p stead  and B e lg r a v ia . M)

F o llo w -u p  W ork w ith  P e r s p e c t iv e  V VA W /W SO  M em b ers
We h ave r e c e iv e d  a n u m b er o f s u g g e s t io n s  fr o m  ch a p ter s  th at w e in c lu d e  

so m e  o f the b a s ic  t a c t ic s  u se d  in  o u tr e a ch  and r e c r u it in g - -c o n c r e te  su g g e s t io n s  
w h ich  h av e  w ork ed  in p a r t ic u la r  ch a p te i’s , In o rd e r  to do 'so, w e o b v io u s ly  n eed  
y o u r  input. What fo llo w s  is  a b r ie f  d e s c r ip t io n -o f  the m eth o d s u se d  by th e  C hicago  
ch a p ter  fo r  fo llo w -u p  on th o s e  p eo p le  who e x p r e s s  an in te r e s t  in  th e  o rg a n iza tio n .

T he ch a p ter  d o e s  m o s t  o f i t s  w ork  at the VA H o sp ita l, w h ich  a ls o  s e r v e s  
a s  th e  r e g io n a l VA o ff ic e :  p eo p le  a re  th e r e  w ith  W inter S o ld ie r s  at le a s t  th r e e  
d a y s a w ee k , o ften  m o r e . B e c a u s e  th ey  h ave b een  doing th is  w o rk  c o n s is te n t ly
o v e r  the p a st fo u r  o r  f iv e  m o n th s , the p eo p le  go in g  in  and out o f th e  h o sp ita l 
h ave co m e  to  know the ch a p ter  m e m b e r s . B oth  e m p lo y e e s  and p a tie n ts  a re  in te r e s te d  
in  th e  w o rk  that the o r g a n iz a tio n  is  d o in g , and th e r e  a r e  a n u m b er of good  d iscu ssion , 
w h ich  go  on w ith  th e  p eo p le  s e l l in g  th e p a p er .



T he ch a p ter  has d ev e lo p e d  a tw o -p a r t  fo r m , one p a rt to  be g iv en  to th e  
p eo p le  th e y  ta lk  w ith  (w ith  th e  n a m e , a d d r e s s ,  and phone n u m b er  o f the c h a p ter , 
p lu s the t im e  and a d d r e s s  o f m e e t in g s ) ;  th e  o th e r  s e c t io n  i s  f i l le d  out by th e  
ch a p ter  m e m b e r  and in c lu d e s  n a m e , a d d r e s s ,  phone n u m b er , p la c e  w h e r e  th e  
p e r s o n  w a s  m e t ,  and a s e c t io n  fo r  c o m m e n ts . T h e se  fo r m s  a re  then  g iv en  to  
on e p e r s o n , ev a lu a ted  a s to  w h ich  p eo p le  a r e  m o s t  in te r e s te d ;  ev e r y o n e  is  
c a lle d  a n d /o r  v is i t e d  at th e ir  h o m e s w h ere  th e r e  i s  m o r e  d is c u s s io n  about w hat 
th e  o r g a n iz a tio n  i s  d oing  and about th e  p a r t ic u la r  p r o b le m s  th e  in d iv id u a l i s  having  
w ith  th e  V A . A ll ch a p ter  m e m b e r s  a r e  in v o lv ed  in th is  p r o c e s s ;  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
n u m b er  o f p eo p le  th e  ch a p ter  ta lk s  to  in  any g iv en  w e e k , it  i s  not p o s s ib le  to  
v is i t  th e m  a ll  (that* s th e  p oin t o f the e v a lu a tio n  by th e  ch a p ter  s te e r in g  c o m m it­
te e ) .

A s p a rt o f th e  p r o g r a m , th e  ch a p ter  h as d iv id ed  it s  m e e t in g s  in to  b u s in e s s  
m e e t in g s  (w hich  ta k e  c a r e  o f th e  ch a p ter  a c t iv i t ie s  and p la n s ) , and m o r e  g e n e r a l  
p o l it ic a l  d is c u s s io n  m e e t in g s  (fo r  in s ta n c e , d is c u s s io n  o f a cou p le  o f  a r t ic le s  in  
th e  p ap er); n ew  p eo p le  a r e  en co u ra g ed  to  co m e  to  th e  g e n e r a l m e e t in g s  (so  as  
n ot to  b e  s c a r e d  o ff by th e d e ta i ls  o f the ch a p ter  w ork ) and th e n , w hen  th ey  d e ­
c id e  to  g e t  in v o lv ed  in th e  w o rk  o f the c h a p te r , b rou gh t in to  th e  ch a p ter  b u s in e s s  
m e e t in g s .

T he s u c c e s s  o f th e  p ro g ra m  i s  b a se d  on a t le a s t  tw o l e s s o n s - - f i r s t ,  th at  
th e  d ir e c t  c o n ta c t w ith  p eo p le  c a m e  o v e r  a p er io d  o f t im e  at th e  V A , o f c o n s is te n t ,  
d a y -to -d a y  w ork . S eco n d , th at fo llo w -u p  i s  at l e a s t  a s  im p o rta n t a s  the in it ia l  
c o n ta c t , and th at th e  phone c a l l s  and v i s i t s  a ls o  r e q u ir e  c o n s is te n t ,  d a y -to -d a y  
e f fo r t s .

National O ffice Reports
“ T r ia l  o f B i l ly  J a c k ”

t
A t th e  St* LfOuis NSCM , th e  N a tio n a l O ffice  w a s c r it ic iz e d  for not h avin g  r e ­

v iew ed  the m o v ie , MT r ia l o f B i l ly  Jack" a s  it had b een  o ffe r e d  to a l im ite d  n um ­
b er  o f  c h a p te r s  for  fu n d ra is in g  p u r p o se s . We a cc e p ted  th at c r i t i c i s m , and s in c e  
the m e e t in g , tw o m e m b e r s  o f the NO h ave se e n  th e film . B e fo re  p r e se n t in g  th e ir  
a n a ly s is ,  it  sh ou ld  be p oin ted  out that w e f e e l  th at fu n d ra is in g  (and f i lm  sh ow in g) 
i s  p o lit ic a l ,  and how it  i s  done and w hat p o l it ic s  a r e  put forw ard  i s  im p o rta n t, It 
i s  not e a s y  to g e t  good f i lm s  th at r e f le c t  a n t i - im p e r ia l i  st p o l it ic s  a ll  th e  t im e ,  
and s o m e t im e s  w e m u st s e t t le  for f i lm s  that do not point out th e  n atu re  o f  the s y s ­
te m  o f im p e r ia l is m , but do in  fa c t e x p o se  c e r ta in  a s p e c ts  o f  o p p r e s s io n  and e x ­
p lo ita tio n  o f the s y s te m .

In th is  lig h t , w e m u s t  s a y  that the “ T r ia l o f B illy  J a c k 1' d o e s  l i t t le  to e x p o se  
the s y s te m  o r  e v e n  a s p e c t s  o f it . E v en  w hen  the f i lm  d o e s  tak e up how th e s y s te m  
has and i s  e x p lo itin g  and k ill in g  m a s s e s  o f p eo p le , it tu rn s our ange.r at th e  s y s ­
te m  a w ay  fro m  a tta ck in g  th e r e a l  en e m y  and in s te a d , a tta c k s  th e  broad  m a s s e s  of 
th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le , p a r t ic u la r ly  w ork in g  p eo p le . The v e r y  f ir s t  s c e n e s  e x p o se  
the tru e  n atu re  o f th is  m o v ie . H e r e , B i l ly  J ack  i s  t e s t ify in g  on the w itn e s s  stand  
at h is  t r ia l  about how he b ec a m e  d is i l lu s io n e d  w ith  A m e r ic a . H e s a y s  it  w a s not

/ /



th e  s la u g h te r  a t M y L a i w h ich  tu rn ed  h im  o ff, but th e  su p p o sed  fact th at th e  A m e r ­
ica n  p eo p le  m ad e a ''hero" out o f Lt, G a lley . And th is  kind o f  th em e  run s th rou gh ­
out th e  m o v ie . It i s  th e  m a s s e s  o f p eo p le , im p e r ia l i s t s  and w o r k e r s  a lik e  ( e s p ­
e c ia l ly  w h ite  w o r k e r s )  who a r e  the en em y . It i s  th e  " a n im a l in  th e m , ” a co n cep t  
w h ich  to ta l ly  n e g a te s  th at th e r e  a r e  a rm e d  s tr u g g le s  th at a re  ju s t  and c o r r e c t ,  a 
co n cep t w h ich  c h a r a c t e r is e s  p e o p le s '  w ar a s  f r u it le s s  and b e s t ia l ,  w h ile  p r a is in g  
th e  m y s t ic a l .  T h ere  i s  n oth ing  in the f i lm  about th e  o u tra g e  and m a s s iv e  m o v e ­
m en t o f th e  A m e r ic a n  p eo p le  to  end th e w ar and h ave the r e a l  w ar c r im in a ls  pun­
ish e d .

T he f ilm  c o n tin u e s  to  d is to r t  r e a l ity  a s  i t  g o e s  a lo n g . A s w e c h e e r  B il ly  
J a c k 's  k a ra te  a tta c k s  on th e  r e a c t io n a r ie s  o f  th e  co m m u n ity  (w hich  i s  ju s t  about 
e v e r y  w h ite  p e r s o n  in  th e  to w n ), th e  p r o d u c e r s  sen t th e  c le a r  m e s s a g e  that f ig h t­
in g  b ack  a g a in s t  o p p r e s s io n  i s  th e  r e a l  c a u se  o f h u m a n itie s ' p r o b le m s , th at any  
kind o f s tr u g g le , be i t  a rm ed  or  ju s t  m ilita n t , i s  the r e s u lt  o f e v i l .  E v e r y  t im e  
B illy  k ic k s  th e  sh it out o f so m e  bad guy, th e  lo c a l  guru fig u re  c o m e s  forw ard  w ith  
p io u s  n o n se n se  about how B illy  i s  now an a n im a l and has fa lle n  fro m  the " tru e p ath ” 
o f p e a c e . J ea n , a s  th is  p e r s o n  i s  c a lle d  in  the f ilm , ' c o n s ta n tly  t r i e s  to  g e t B il ly  
to  d en ou nce a rm e d  s tr u g g le , e v e n  s tr u g g le  i t s e l f ,  and sh e  is  p a s s e d  o ff  a s  having  
a tta in ed  th e h ig h e st l e v e l  o f hum an b eh a v io r  - -  p e r fe c t  p a c if is m .

B i l ly  i s  to ld  th a t he m u st p u rge  th e  "w hite m a n ” in  h im . T h is  in s id io u s  id ea ,  
th at e v e r y th in g  e v i l  i s  in h e r e n t ly  w h ite  o r  v ic e  v e r s a ,  i s  done under th e g u ige  o f  
fo llo w in g  th e  te a c h in g s  o f N a tiv e  A m e r ic a n s  and th e ir  " su p p o sed ” p h ilo so p h y  of 
l i f e .  We found th is  to  be one o f th e  m o r e  o u tr a g e o u s  d is to r t io n s  o f the m o v e . The 
N a tiv e  A m e r ic a n  p eo p le  h ave a proud h is to r y  o f a rm ed  r e s is ta n c e  to  th e  e n c r o a c h ­
m e n ts  o f  c a p ita l is m  and im p e r ia l is m . H u n d red s o f th o u sa n d s o f  Indian p eo p le  have  
d ied  d efen d in g  th e ir  h o m ela n d , and now th is  f i lm  b e l i t t le s  and d ra g s  th is  h is to r y  in  
th e  d ir t. I s  i t  th e  "w hite m a n ” in  B la ck  p eo p le  that m a k e s  th em  r e b e l a g a in s t  th e  
c o n d itio n s  th e y  l iv e  under in  th is  cou n try?  T h a t's  w h a t the f i lm  w ould  have us b e ­
l ie v e .

The m o v ie  p its  e v e r y o n e  a g a in s t  e a c h  other,* w h ile  n ev e r  sh ow in g  th e  p e o ­
p le  u n itin g  a g a in s t  th e  s y s te m . Y oung a r e  a g a in s t  th e  o ld , s tu d en ts  a g a in s t  w o r k ­
e r s ,  w h ite s  a r e  a g a in s t  n o n -w h ite s ;  and o n ly  th e  ru lin g  c la s s  i s  p re se n te d  a s  u n i­
ted . It i s  not the u n ity  o f th e  p eo p le  nor th e ir  u n d erstan d in g  o f  the s y s te m  and 
the s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  it  th a t w il l  w in  th e d ay , but so m e  n eato  e x p o s e s  d on e .b y  th e  
h o tsh o t r e p o r t e r s  th at w ork  a t J e a n 's  F r e e d o m  sc h o o l. The f i lm  s a y s  that m aking  
p o lit ic ia n s  h o n est and h avin g  so m e  puny r e fo r m s  m ade w il l  m ake ev e r y th in g  n ice . 
But i f  t h e s e  "R alph N a d e r ” t a c t ic s  cou ld  b rin g  down th e s y s te m , w e m u st a sk  w hy  
N ad er  i s  s t i l l  a l iv e .  The s y s te m  did not h e s ita te  to  m u rd er  I^Lalcolm X o r  F red  
H am pton w hen  th e y  b egan  to  id e n tify  the r e a l  enerny and o rg a n ized  p eo p le  to  fight 
b ack . And th e  s y s te m  w ill  not h e s ita te  to  m u rd er  o r  s u p p r e s s  an y  p erso n  or  m o v e ­
m en t th at e f f e c t iv e ly  o r g a n iz e s  a g a in st it .

B a s ic a l ly ,  w h ile  id en tify in g  r e a l  p r o b le m s  th at th e  p eo p le  fa c e , the f ilm  tu rn s  
th e  l e s s o n s  th a t th e  m a s s e s  h ave lea r n e d  th rou gh  s tr u g g le  u p sid e  dow n. That i s  
i t s  d an ger  and w hy w e f e e l  th at it i s  not v e r y  good for our o rg a n iz a tio n , ev en  for  
fu n d ra is in g . If i t  w a s  ju s t  r e fo r m  in  n a tu re , w e w ould  not be so  r e t ic e n t , but it  
d o e s  not p u sh  even  r e fo r m s . It p u sh es  in d iv id u a lism  and m y s t ic is m , id e a s  the  
ru lin g  c l a s s  h as no p r o b le m  w ith . A lth ough  th e  m a k e s  o f the f ilm  did not c o n s c io u s ­



ly  s e t  out to  b o ls te r  th e o p p r e s s io n  and e x p lo ita tio n  that e x is t  under im p e r ia l is m ,  
o b je c t iv e ly , th at i s  w hat th e y  end up d oing  in  th e  ’’T r ia l o f B illy  J a ck .

We s e r io u s ly  hope that th is  w i l l  be the la s t  o f th e  B il ly  J ack  s e r i e s .  The v i ­
s io n  o f s it t in g  th rou gh  ’’C on q u est o f th e  P la n e t o f B i l ly  J a c k ” i s  enough  to  c a u se  
s e r io u s  h ea r t tr o u b le .

G .I . O rg a n iz in g  - -  D ra ft P r o g r a m
T he G. I. D ra ft P r o g r a m , a c c e p te d  by th e N a tio n a l S te er in g  C o m m ittee  in  

St. L o u is , h as r e c e n t ly  b een  m a ile d  to  c h a p te r s . The p ap er  h as tw o b a s ic  s e c ­
t io n s :  (1) P a r t s  I -V  a r e  th e  p o r tio n  o f  the p a p er  for d is c u s s io n . T h is w a s  not 
d e s ig n e d  to  be v o ted  upon, but in c lu d ed  to  p ro m o te  d is c u s s io n  w ith in  th e  c h a p ter s  
on G .I . w ork ; (2) P a r t s  V I-V II a r e  the a c tu a l p r o g r a m  and ca m p a ig n  p ro p o sa l  
adopted  b y  the NSCM  for  the GI w ork  o f VVAW /W SO d u rin g  th e  n ex t s ix  m o n th s.

C h a p ters  th a t a r e  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f im p le m e n tin g  the p r o g r a m , o r  plan to do 
so  so o n , sh ou ld  sen d  in  r e g u la r , su m m a tio n s  o f th e ir  w ork  to  th e  N a tio n a l O ffice  
so  th at th is  in fo r m a tio n  can  be d is s e m in a te d  to  a l l  o f  th e  o th er  GI p r o je c ts .

In a d d itio n , i t  w ou ld  be h e lp fu l to th e  NO in  p rep a r in g  GI N ew s to  h ave fu ll  
d e ta i ls  on s t r u g g le s  going  on w ith in  th e  m il i ta r y  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib le .  A ls o , w e  
n eed  d ec e n t g r a p h ic s  and p h o to s to  a cc o m p a n y  th e s e  a r t ic l e s .  GI N ew s i s  fo r-th e  
o r g a n iz a tio n  and th e  o r g a n iz a tio n  h a s  to su p p ort it  w ith  m a te r ia ls  and in fo r m a tio n .

G u id e lin es  on R e s e r v e  and N a tio n a l Guard .W ork
The m u ch  n eed ed  and r e q u e s te d  g u id e lin e s  and s u g g e s t io n s  fo r  d oing  R e s e r v e  

and Guard w ork  i s  n ea r in g  c o m p le t io n . A ll  th at i s  now n eed ed  i s  in -p u t fr o m  th o se  
c h a p te r s  w ho h ave r e c e n t ly  begun to  w ork  in  th e s e  a r e a s .  W hile w e r e a l iz e  that an  
in -d e p th  a n a ly s is  o f  th a t w ork  isn*t p o s s ib le  in  m o st c a s e s  due to  l im ite d  e x p e r ie n c e  
an y  s u g g e s t io n s  or  e x p e r ie n c e s  m a y  s ig n if ic a n t ly  add to  so m e  a r e a s  w e h ave  m i s s ­
ed . ANY R E P O R T S  SHOULD BE C O M P L E T E D  AND M A ILED IM M ED IA TELY  SO 
WE CAN IN C L U D E  ID E A S INTO TH E R E P O R T .



D u es
A g a in , th e  r e p o r t for  d u es  paid  to  the N a tio n a l O ffic e  i s  ra th er  sa d . O n ly  

f iv e  c h a p te r s  h av e  paid  d u es  fo r  the m onth  o f J a n u a ry . We r e a l iz e  that th e  m onth  
i s  not o v e r  £ind th a t m a n y  p eo p le  a r e  h av in g  tr o u b le  funding th e ir  own a c t iv i t ie s .  
H o w ev er , w e  b e l ie v e  th at i f  th e s e  f iv e  c h a p te r s  can  p ay  th e ir  d u es (D os A n g e le s ,  
N ew  Y ork  C ity , B u ffa lo , San J o s e  and P r o v id e n c e ) ,  th en  so  can  a l l  th e  o th er  ch a p ­
te r s*

A t th e  la s t  NSCM , th e r e  w a s  a good d is c u s s io n  on how to  d e m o c r a t iz e  the v o t­
in g  p ro c ed u r e  o f the o r g a n iz a t io n , so  th at N SC M s w il l  be m o re  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f 
th e  w il l  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n . K ey  to  th is  w a s  th e  id e a  that to  h ave a v o te  in  th e  o r ­
g a n iz a tio n , a m e m b e r  o r  ch a p ter  m u st p ay  fo r  th e  fu n ction in g  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  - -  
at a l l  l e v e l s .  T h is  w i l l  m ea n  th at v o te s  at fu tu re N SC M s, w hen  th e  new  p r o c e d u r e s  
a r e  v o ted  on , w il l  be b a sed  on th e  am ou nt o f  d u es c o l le c te d  b y  the N a tio n a l O ffice  
o v e r  a g iv en  p er io d  o f  t im e .

H o w e v e r , w e find  i t  ra th er  sad  th a t th e  o n ly  r e a s o n  th at p eo p le  w ould  pay d u es  
i s  to  a c q u ir e  v o te s . That i s  not th e  id e a . In ste a d , th e  m a jo r  r e a so n  i s  to  su p p ort  
th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  and i t s  w ork  and to  m ak e su r e  that it  w il l  co n tim e  to fu nction .
The N a tio n a l O ffic e , n or th e  r e s t  o f  V V A W /W SO , w il l  s u r v iv e  ( e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  the 
d ev e lo p in g  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s ,  i f  m e m b e r s  do not s e e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f p ayin g  th e ir  
d u e s .

B rian  A d a m s D oing A lte r n a tiv e  S e r v ic e
. B r ia n  A d a m s i s  d o in g  h is  a lte r n a t iv e  s e r v ic e  in  R iv e r s id e ,  C a lifo r n ia . A s  

s ta te d  in  th e  p r o p o sa l on a lte r n a t iv e  s e r v ic e ,  n a tio n a l c o o r d in a to r s  m a y  do th e ir  
s e r v ic e  at a N a tio n a l P r o je c t ,  In o r d e r  to  h e lp  on th e G ary L aw ton  t r ia l ,  a s  w e ll  
a s  w ork in g  w ith  th e  Inland E m p ir e  c h a p ter , B rian  a r r iv e d  in  R iv e r s id e  on Jan , 10th  
He w i l l  be b ack  in  th e  NO around  th e  f ir s t  o f  F e b r u a r y ,

A,?ul5,s,ty Pan?£^!.
T h e a m n e sty  p a m p h let h a s  b een  r e p r in te d  and i s  rea d y  fo r  c h a p te r s  w hich  

can  m a k e  u s e  o f it . It i s  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  ch an ged  fr o m  th e e a r l ie r  e d it io n s , and the  
p r ic e  i s  th e  s a m e — 1G£ ea ch  to  c h a p te r s , and 25£ ea ch  to  th e  g e n e r a l p u b lic . If 
at a l l  p o s s ib le ,  p le a s e  p r e -p a y  o r d e r s  fo r  the p a m p h let.
D ra ft W orking P a p e r ; P r in c ip le s  o f U nity  and th e  I m p e r ia l is m  D efin itio n

B oth  o f  th e s e  i s s u e s  a r e  d is c u s s e d  in th e  m in u te s  o f the St L o u is  NSCM . 
T h e co n cep t o f  th e  w ork sh o p  i s  th at p eo p le  w il l  b eg in  w ith  th e  d ra ft w orking; 
p a p er  and th e NYC and NY R eg io n a l p r o p o s a ls  arou nd  changing  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n a l  
b y - la w s ;  d is c u s s io n  o f th e s e  p a p e r s  and ch a n g e s  w h ich  ch a p ter s  and r e g io n s  
f e e l  sh ou ld  be m a d e , sh ou ld  b e  g iv en  to  r e g io n a l d e le g a te s  to  th e  in te r  im  c o m ­
m it te e  m e e t in g , w h ere  a f in a l d ra ft w ork in g  p a p er  w il l  be h a m m ered  out. T hat 
w ill  th en  go b a c k  to th e  c h a p te r s  and r e g io n s  fo r  fu r th e r  d is c u s s io n ,  and be
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v o ted  on at th e  n ex t NSCM  in  J u ly , E ach  r e g io n  i s  to  s e le c t  one d e le g a te  and  
on e a lte r n a te  to  a tte n d  th e  in te r im  c o m m itte e  m e e t in g , to b e  h eld  in. C h icago  
so m e t im e  in la te  M arch  (w e a ls o  n eed  id e a s  fr o m  r e g io n s  and c h a p te r s  about 
th e  d a t e - - E a s t e r  i s  the 30th o f  M a rch , but V ie tn a m  V e te r a n s  D ay i s  th e  29th  
w hen m o s t  p eo p le  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  p r e fe r  to  be w ork in g  in th e ir  r e g io n s ) . Input 
fr o m  c h a p ter s  and r e g io n s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  if th ey  do n ot f e e l  th ey  w ill  be a b le  to  
sen d  d e le g a te s  to  th at m e e t in g , sh ou ld  b e  sen t to  th e  NO. A fu ll  s e t  o f th e  d o cu ­
m e n t s - - t h e  d ra ft w ork in g  p a p er , in c o rp o r a tin g  both ch a n g es  fr o m  th e w ork sh op  
and so m e  ch a n g es  p ro p o sed  by the NO; and th e  NYC and NY State p r o p o sa ls  w ill  
be sen t out w ith in  th e n ex t few  w e e k s .

T he p r o p o sa l arou nd  p r in c ip le s  of u n ity  and d e fin it io n  of im p e r ia l is m  w ill  
be han dled  th e sa m e  w ay; th e  p r o p o sa l fro m  N o rth ern  I l l in o is - I o w a  w il l  be 
m a ile d  out a lon g  w ith  th e D ra ft W orking P a p e r , One d e le g a te  and one a lter n a te  
sh ou ld  be c h o se n  by ea ch  r e g io n  to  a tten d  th e  m e e tin g  o f th e  in te r im  c o m m ittee ;  
th is  i s  a s e p a r a te  c o m m itte e  fr o m  th at w h ich  w il l  d ra ft the w ork in g  p a p er , though, 
fo r  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f p eo p le  w ho have to t r a v e l ,  w e a r e  p lann ing to  hold  th e two  
in te r im  c o m m itte e  m e e t in g s  at th e  sa m e  t im e  in C h ica g o . T h is  in te r im  c o m m itte e  
w il l  a r r iv e  at a c o n s e n s u s  on w ord in g  o f p r in c ip le s  o f u n ity  and the d efin itio n  o f 
im p e r ia l is m  (to in c lu d e  m a jo r ity  and m in o r ity  p o s it io n s ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ) ;  th e s e  
w il l  then  go b ack  to th e  c h a p te r s  and r e g io n s  fo r  d is c u s s io n  and v o te  at th e  n ex t  
NSCM .

“Anyone care fo give again to Vietnam. . . ? "

W inter S o ld ier  B i l l s
B i l l s  a r e  b ein g  sen t out w ith  th e  la t e s t  sh ip m en t of WS, b a sed  on the p osition  

ta k en  at th e  NSCM  th at it i s  th e p o lit ic a l  o b lig a tio n  o f  c h a p te r s  to  pay fo r  the p ap er. 
T h is  a m ou n ts to  p er  p ap er  r e c e iv e d . N O TE: T h is  is  d iffe r e n t fr o m  the id ea  
put out in e a r l ie r  n e w s le t t e r s  th at c h a p ter s  sh ou ld  pay 5£ p er  p ap er so ld . The  
r e a so n in g  b eh ind  th is  ch an ge i s  that no m a tte r  w hat a ch a p ter  d o e s  w ith  th e  p a p e r s , 
w e s t i l l  h ave to  pay p e r  cop y  to the p r in te r . T he NO w a s a ls o  g iv e n  th e  r e ­
s p o n s ib il ity  to  m a k e  su r e  th at c h a p te r s  do pay fo r  th e  p ap er  in  o r d e r  to  con tin u e  
to  r e c e iv e  sh ip m e n ts .
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We u n d ersta n d  th at c h a p te r s  and r e g io n s  h ave w o rth w h ile  u s e s  fo r  th e  
p a p e r s  o th er  than  s e l l in g  th e m --g iv in g  th e m  a w a y , p o s te r in g  w ith  th e m , send ing  
th e m  out to  m a ilin g  l i s t s ,  e tc .  And w e u n d ersta n d  th e  p o l it ic a l  im p o rta n ce  o f 
g ettin g  th e p a p er  out to  p eo p le  and do n o t w ant c u r ta il  th at o u tr e a ch  if  It i s  at 
a l l  a v o id a b le . We th in k  that th e  p r o c e e d s  o f  on e out o f f iv e  p a p e r s  (w hich  is  
w hat 5£ e a ch  a m ou n ts to ) i s  a r e a so n a b le  e x p e c ta t io n . We do n o t, h o w ev e r , in ­
ten d  to  b e  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  h a r d lin e , so  lon g a s  w e can  s t i l l  a ffo rd  to  g et th e  p ap er  
out. I f , fo r  so m e  r e a s o n , you  f e e l  th at p ay in g  th e  p e r  i s s u e  r e c e iv e d  w ould  
b e im p o s s ib le  and w ou ld  c u r ta i l  n e c e s s a r y  o u tr e a c h , l e t  u s  know and w e 111 n e ­
g o t ia te .
T h ird  C la s s  M a ilin g

A la r g e  th ird  c la s s  m a ilin g  w en t out fr o m  th e NO d urin g  th e  w eek  o f Jan  
13th, and e ith e r  h a s , o r  soon  w il l  a r r iv e ,  A c o v e r  le t t e r  w ith  th at m a ilin g  e x ­
p la in s  m o s t  o f  w hat i s  th e r e . One ite m  w as added  a fte r  th e  le t t e r  had b een  
w r it t e n - - t h e  N a tio n a l O ffice  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  le t t e r  fr o m  th e  N a tio n a l A llia n c e  
A g a in st R a c is t  and P o l i t ic a l  R e p r e s s io n , T h is  cop y  i s  b ein g  sen t to  VVA W /W SO  
c h a p te r s  b e fo r e  it  g o e s  out to  o th er  o r g a n iz a t io n s , In clu ded  w ith  th at le t t e r  i s  
a cop y  o f the NSC r e s o lu t io n  c o n c er n in g  th e  A ll ia n c e ,  and a le t t e r  w h ich  w il l  
go out w ith  th e  m a in  r e sp o n s e  ex p la in in g  our in a b ility  to  g e t a l i s t  of th e  m e m b e r s  
o f th e  A llia n c e  fr o m  C h a r len e  M itc h e ll ,  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e ta r y  o f the A llia n c e ,

We se n t c o p ie s  o f th e  m in u te s  o f  the GI W ork W eekend and th e D ra ft  
GX P r o g r a m  to  c h a p te r s  w h ich  w e know  h a v e  an in t e r e s t  in  th at w o rk , and a s  m any  
o th er  c h a p te r s  a s  w e  had c o p i e s - - i f  y ou  d id  n ot g e t a cop y  and want o n e , l e t  u s  
know  at th e  NO,

Information Requests
C o n tr ib u tio n s for  W in ter  S o ld ie r ; In fo rm a tio n  on V ets

T h ere  w a s  a lo t  o f  d is c u s s io n  at th e  St. L o u is  NSCM  on how to im p r o v e  the  
n a tio n a l n e w sp a p e r . W e h ave  tr ie d  to  im p le m e n t s o m e  o f the s u g g e s t io n s  in  th is  
F e b r u a r y  i s s u e  o f W inter S o ld ie r , but in  o rd e r  to  m ake W, S. m o r e  e f fe c t iv e ,  it  
a ls o  ta k e s  th e  h elp  o f the c h a p te r s . The th in g s  w e n eed  m o s t  a r e  m a te r ia ls  for  
a r t ic l e s ,  p h o to s and g r a p h ic s . A s h a s  happened  in  the p a s t , w e sp en t a good  d ea l 
o f  t im e  tr a c k in g  down s t o r ie s ,  c a l l in g  c h a p te r s  for  in fo r m a tio n , e tc .  It w ould be  
m u ch  e a s ie r  i f  c h a p te r s  w ould  o ffe r  us in fo r m a tio n  fo r  a r t ic l e s ,  ra th er  than us  
h avin g to  s e a r c h  around for  th in g s . If th e r e  i s  a s tr u g g le  going  on in  your a rea  
w h ich  you f e e l  w e sh ou ld  be a w a re  o f  fo r  p o s s ib le  in c lu s io n  in  th e  n ew sp a p er , get 
u s the d e ta i ls .  A long w ith  t h is ,  p h o to s a re  e s s e n t ia l .  T h ere  w a s a lo t  o f  ta lk  in  
St, L o u is  about the r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  the c h a p te r s  to  p o l it ic a l ly  su p p ort the n e w s ­
p ap er  and th is  in c lu d e s  g e ttin g  in fo r m a tio n  to  the NO. Though w e r e a l iz e  th e r e  has  
not b een  m u ch  t im e  s in c e  th e  NSCM  to  c o r r e c t  p ast p r a c t ic e ,  w e w e r e  som ew h at
d is tu r b e d .th a t o n ly  on e re g io n  to o k  the in it ia t iv e  to  c a l l  u s about an a ctio n  the regioj 
h a d ,p a r tic ip a te d  in  (the C olu m b u s d em o ), We a r e  hoping th at th is  co m in g  i s s u e  o f



the p a p er  w il l  b e  d iffe r e n t  and th at m a n y  m o r e  r e g io n s  w il l  c o n tr ib u te . We can 't  
p rin t e v e r y th in g  th at a ch a p ter  m igh t send  in  and h ave to w e ig h  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
d iffe r e n t s t o r i e s ,  but at th e  m o m en t, th e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t le  to w e ig h  at a l l .  S o, p le a s e  
tak e so m e  m o r e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  the n ew sp a p er  by g ettin g  in fo r m a tio n  to  th e  NO.

A lo n g  th e s e  sa m e  l in e s ,  w e n eed  a ll  s o r t s  o f in fo r m a tio n  on th e  s tr u g g le s  o f  
v e te r a n s . We fe e l  th e  n e c e s s i t y  to  m ak e W. S. sp ea k  to  th e  m a s s e s  o f v e te r a n s  and 
G Is, and to  do t h is ,  w e n eed  m a te r ia ls  r e la tin g  to  th e ir  s t r u g g le s .  We h ave heard  
m a n y  in te r e s t in g  s t o r ie s  about th e  p r o b le m s  v e t s  a r e  h av in g  w ith  th e  V A, w ith  g e t ­
tin g  jo b s , e tc .  but w e  n eed  m o r e  o f th is  in fo r m a tio n . We a re  a w a re  th at m a n y  ch a p ­
t e r s  a r e  in v o lv ed  w ith  r e g u la r  w ork  at the VA and th at ch a p ter  m e m b e r s  ta lk  w ith  
v e te r a n s  who a r e  h avin g  p r o b le m s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  a w eek . But w e r a r e ly  r e c e iv e  
th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th o s e  d is c u s s io n s .  You m a y  th in k  th at th e  s to r y  o f w hat i s  happen­
in g  w ith  on e v e t i s  not im p o rta n t enough to  p a s s  a lo n g , but w hen you put a l l  th e s e  
s t o r ie s  to g e th e r , w e can  b e g in  to  s e e  tr e n d s  and put out m u ch  b e tte r  in fo rm a tio n  
on th e n atu re  o f  th e  s tr u g g le  o f v e te r a n s . A long w ith  th is ,  th e r e  i s  a g r e a t d ea l o f  
r e s e a r c h  to  be done on v e te r a n s , and w e ca n 't do i t  a l l  a lo n e . S o, w e w ould a sk  
that c h a p te r s  b eg in  to s e r io u s ly  look  in to  th e  p r o b le m s  o f v e t s ,  in c lu d in g  g ettin g  a 
hold o f  g o v ern m en t s t a t i s t i c s ,  co m p ile d  f ig u r e s ,  e tc .  and sen d  e v e r y th in g  th e y  have 
and d is c o v e r  in to  th e  N a tio n a l O ff ic e  so  w e can  g et th e in fo rm a tio n  back  out to  p e o ­
p le . We n eed  ju s t  about e v e r y th in g  you can  co m e  up w ith . We ca n 't do a l l  th e  r e ­
s e a r c h  o u r s e lv e s  and w e a r e n 't  in  a p o s it io n  o f  h avin g  d a ily  c o n ta c t w ith  v e ts  to  
ta lk  w ith  th em  and find out th e ir  p r o b le m s . So, th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  l i e s  w ith  the ch a p ­
t e r s  to  feed  us a l l  th e  in fo r m a tio n  th e y  c o m e  a c r o s s  - - n o  m a tte r  how in s ig n if ic a n t  
i t  m a y  s e e m .

In fo rm a tio n  on Good F i lm s
W ith the Jan . 27th  a c t io n s  co m in g  up, w e h ave b een  a sk ed  b y  s o m e  c h a p te r s  

about good f i lm s  on In d och in a . M any f i lm s  c o s t  a good d ea l o f m o n ey  to ren t, and 
i f  c h a p te r s  ca n 't  a fford  th e m , w e n eed  a so u r c e  o f ch ea p , good f i lm s  for us to  u se . 
We h av en 't s e e n  a ll  the f i lm s  that a r e  flo a tin g  around  and ca n 't m ak e any kind o f  
ju d g m en t a s  to  th e ir  co n ten t. So, i f  your ch a p ter  h as show n o r  se e n  f i lm s  w hich  
w ould  h e lp  us in  our w ork  and w h ich  h ave good p o l it ic a l  co n te n t, l e t  u s know. T h is  
r e g a r d s  f i lm s  o f  a l l  k in d s - -  not ju s t  on In doch ina . We know that so m e  c h a p ter s  
a r e  in v o lv ed  in  r e g u la r  f i lm  sh o w in g s , and it  w ould  be a b ig  h elp  i f  th e y  cou ld  sen d  
u s th e  n a m e s , p r ic e s  and w h ere  to  g et a hold o f  th o s e  f i lm s  w h ich  h ave b een  m o st  
s u c c e s s f u l  ^nd w h ich  h ave good p o l i t ic s .
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N ew  C u tb ack s fo r  V e ts?  .
We h ave r e c e iv e d  w ord  fr o m  one of the c h a p te r s  that the lo c a l  VA i s  cu ttin g  

back  on p a y m en ts  to  d isa b le d  v e t s  and v e ts  on p e n s io n s  a s  a r e s u lt  of the r e c e n t  
5% h ike in  s o c ia l  s e c u r ity -p a y m e n ts . T h e se  v e te r a n s  a r e  b e in g  c a lle d  in  to th is  
p a r tic u la r  VA and a r e  b e in g  cu tb ack  by a s  m u ch  a s  50%! We w ould  l ik e  c h a p ter s  
that h ave c o n ta c ts  in  lo c a l  V As to find out i f  th is  is  b e in g  done e ls e w h e r e  and to  
be a b le  g e t  b ack  to u s a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib le  w ith  any in fo r m a tio n  that you m igh t be 
a b le  to g a th er  c o n c er n in g  th e se  cu tb a ck s .

29 A r r e s te d  at R u c h e ll  M agee Support D em o
D urin g th e se n te n c in g  o f R u c h e ll M agee on Jan , 23rd at th e  Santa C la ra  C oun­

ty  C ou rth o u se  in  San J o s e ,  5 0 -6 0  p eo p le  w e r e  d em o n str a tin g  o u ts id e  th e  c o u r t­
h o u se  w ith  ch an ts o f  ,fF r e e  R u c h e ll  - -  I t’s R igh t to  R e b e l!"  P o lic e  ca m e  in  to  
b re a k  up the d em o n str a t io n  and 29 p eo p le  w e r e  a r r e s te d  and ch a rg ed  w ith  p ic k e t­
ing  w ith in  1 /2  m ile  o f a c o u r th o u se . T h ree  o f  th o se  a r r e s te d  a re  W A W /W S O  m e m ­
b e r s  (fro m  th e  San J o s e  and Santa C ru z c h a p te r s ) . O ther o r g a n iz a t io n s  p a r t ic ip a ­
tin g  in  th e  d em o n str a t io n  w e r e  R ev o lu tio n a r y  U nion , S ed ition  (an underground  
n ew sp a p er ) R e v o lu tio n a r y  Student B r ig a d e  and W ei M in She, A ll  but about two of  
th e  d e m o n s tr a to r s  w e r e  r e le a s e d  fro m  j a i l  on OR. T h ey  w il l  be a rra ig n ed  in  
groups

/ s


