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General Informal ion

"We may have stumbled onto something

W A T E R G A T E

On Friday, the Senate’ s investigation into the Watergate scandal dealt with the 
testimony of James McCord. Daring his testimony, he mentioned that VVAW/WSO 
was planning violence at the conventions in M iam i and that this was one reason why 
he joined in the spy ring operations set ap by The Committee to R e -e le c t  the P r e s ­
ident, (C R E E P ).  He also stated that VVAW/WSO was working in conjunction with 
the D em ocratic  P a r ty  and that we had an o ff ice  in their national headquarters at the 
Watergate. It is now obvious that the entire espionage tactic was to d iscred it  both 
the demonstrators and the Dem ocratic  P a r ty  by making it appear that we w ere  w ork­
ing together and that together we presented a threat to the safety of Pres ident Nixon. 
These charges are pure lies as VVAW/WSO did not endorse the Dem ocratic  Candi­
date and that we w ere  at no time planning v io lence at either convention. To counter 
these fa lse  charges, Bart Savage, one of the National Coordinators and Jan Crumb, 
founder o f VVAW/WSO held a press conference in Washington DC today, Monday, 
May 20th. The text of their statement fo llows. It is interesting to note that all the 
m ajor newspapers and te lev is ion  networks w ere  present.
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Las t  F riday , James M cCord, in testim ony be fo re  the Senate Select Com ­
mittee made certain fraudulent allegations regarding VVAW/WSO.

We are  charging that James M cCord  and the Com m ittee to R e -e le c t  the 
P res id en t 's  intelligence gathering agencies, M itche ll 's  Justice Depart­
ment, G ray 's  FBI, and various individuals associated with those organ i­
zations are guilty of consp iracy to deprive the c iv i l  l ib e rt ies  of VVAW/ 
WSO and its m em bers.

Included in this consp iracy w ere  the indictments handed down against 7 
m em bers  o f VVAW/WSO in F lor ida . These indictments are nothing m ore  
than an attempt to cover-up  the W atergate break-in  and the ove ra l l  ac t i­
v ities of C R E E P 'S  polit ica l sabotage unit. The subsequent in filtration of 
VVAW/WSO by polit ica l sabot eurs, such as A lfred  Baldwin, assistant to 
James M cCord, was for the purpose of provoking violence at the Repub­
lican National Convention in M iam i in the name of VVAW/WSO, in order 
to ju s t i fy  the W atergate break-in. These attempts to portray  VVAW/WSO 
as a violent organization w ere  not le ft  s t r ic t ly  to C R E E P  underlings.

On January 18, 1973, Jeb Magruder, deputy d irec to r  of C REEP, called 
VVAW /W SO on CBS News, a violent organization. Magruder said "these 
people have h is to r ica lly  turned these demonstrations into violent demon­
strations. . . they w ere  down at our convention; they w ere  at the Dem ocratic  
convention. T h ey 'r e  bas ica lly  the hard core that have been here at many 
o f the demonstrations and - -  have actually promulgated vio lence in each 
case. " • .

We further charge that, based on M cC ord 's  testimony on Friday, John 
M itche ll  purjured h im self on A p r i l  25, in court testimony at p r e - t r ia l  
hearings held in Pensacola, F lo r ida  fo r  the VVAW/WSO Gainesville  8. 
M itchell testified  that McCord was "not part of an intelligence group. "

VVAW/WSO demands that James M cCord  and the Committee to R e -e le c t  
the P res iden t re lease  all memorandums and information i l le ga l ly  gathered 
on VVAW/WSO, or any of its m em bers, from  the inception of C R E E P  to 
the present date.

Pos te rs

We haven't exactly  been swamped with orders  fo r  the poster reprinted from  the 
1st issue of W inter S o ld ie r , (The Peop le  of V ietnam Have Been V ictorious on the 
Battle fie ld ). Since that means that we s til l have about 1, 500 of them, we'd  like to 
remind people that they can still be ordered. The p r ice  asked is 4 fo r  $1. 00, 
which is down fro m  3 fo r  $1.00, and that in its e l f  p roves that you can't possib ly  
go wrong by buying a few: L e t 's  all do our litt le  bit to combat inflation and the 
ris ing cost o f l iv ing ! Seriously, the poster can ea s i ly  be sold for  50£ or $1. 00 
and should be a good fund raising item. Besides, we want to reproduce a number 
of other posters  but have to wait until the 1st one at least pays its own printing 
costs. When nobody seems too interested in the one VVAW/WSO poster we do 
have, it 's  kind of questionable whether or not it 's  worth it to print a second. I f  
people w il l  support the p ro jec t  by trying to distribute at least a few  o f the posters 
however, we should be able to have a new poster coming out fa i r ly  regu larly .
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Am nesty  Conference - Washington DC

On M ay  4 and 5 a national conference on amnesty was held in Washington DC 
^  at the Quality Inn, near the Capitol Building. Th is  conference was attended by rep ­

resentatives of many national and loca l groups and marked the f i r s t  tim e that such 
a d ive rse  representation gathered to discuss a question that affects so many A m e r i ­
cans. Representatives  of ex ile  groups from  Canada, England and Sweden w ere  also 
in attendance as w ere  m em bers  o f VVAW/WSO, GI pro jects  and representatives  of 
r e s is te rs  in the United States.

On the f i r s t  day o f the conference, speakers fro m  various groups that organ ­
ized the conference presented their positions. Among those speaking w ere  Henry 
Schwarzchild of ACL»U P ro je c t  on Am nesty  and R am sey  Clark, fo rm er  A ttorney 
General o f the United States. The nighttime session presented a group of people 
that w e re  d ire c t ly  involved In the struggle fo r  un iversal and unconditional amnesty. 
Speakers included: C ar l Arnold  of the Union o f Am er ican  Ex iles  in Britain, V irg in ia  
Collins o f Southern Conference Em ergency  Fund, whose son W alter is a Black 
draft res is te r ,  Sandy Rutherford of Vancouver A m er ican  Ex iles  Union, Louise 
Ransom, whose son was k illed  in V ietnam  and Ed Damato o f VVAW/WSO.

The second day of the conference began with various workshops that dealt 
with such topics as defining just what amnesty means, community organizing, the 
psycholog ica l implications of amnesty and leg is la t iv e  action. Each of these w ork ­
shops presented their reports to the main body in the afternoon. The conference 
closed on Saturday afternoon with key addresses by Brian Adams o f VVAW/WSO 
and W ill iam  Sloane Coffin  o f Ya le  Univers ity .

The m ajor  ob jective  of this conference was to focus public attention to the 
need for rea liz in g  the importance of amnesty so that we can begin to face the im ­
plications of just how the war in Southeast A s ia  has affected this country.. To this 
end the conference failed. Media in terest was m in im al to the point where there 
was no mention of it even in the Washington papers. What was sign ificantly  im ­
portant was the ava ilab il ity  o f those groups that represent the people who w ill  be 
d ire c t ly  involved in the final resolution of amnesty, We w ere  able to make contact 
with each other, in some cases for  the f i r s t  t im e. It also enabled us to take the 
initial steps in forg ing  a coalition of these groups so that we can m ore  ea s i ly  f a c i l i ­
tate a national, unified position and m ore  im portantly  begin a concerted e ffo rt  that 
w il l  c a r r y  the issues raised in an amnesty campaign d ire c t ly  to the working class 
communities that are  in the final analysis the recip ients o f a total universal and 
unconditional amnesty.

To this end AM EX-Canada announced a conference to be held in Toronto,
Canada that would fina lize  a coalition of groups under the name National Council 
fo r  Un iversa l and Unconditional Am nesty  (NCUUA). This conference w i l l  be held 
this weekend, M ay  25, 26 and 27. Regions w ere  responsib le to submit a l is t  of 
names o f  m em bers  wanting to attend to the National O ffice. This has been done 
only in two regions, Ca lifo rn ia  and New England. As soon as possib le ca ll the 
N, O. with this information. We w ill g ive you d irections and information about 
housing and the conference. It is v ita l ly  important that all sections o f the country 
be represented in Toronto as VVAW/WSO is one of the main fo rces  in this amnesty 
campaign.
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Cambodia: The W ar Continues

On Sunday, the United States government bombed Cambodia for the 75th con­
secutive day. In spite o f this m ass ive  bombing, the Khm er fo rces  are  c lose to 
winning in their struggle against the US government and the reg im e  of Lon Nol.
The bombing is  ineffectual in term s o f stopping the people of Cambodia from  con­
tinuing to fr e e  their country.

Last week the House o f Representatives  voted by a wide m argin  of 219-188 to 
refuse to allow  the Pentagon to pay fo r  continued bombing o f  Cambodia that had been 
p rev iou s ly  allocated for  other m il i ta ry  expenses. Then with another vote of 224- 
172 they voted that the Pentagon could not use any money in the $2. 9 billion sup­
plemental appropriation b i l l  to bomb Cambodia or fo r  any other action "in , over 
or from  o ffshore  Cambodia, " Th is  marked the f ir s t  tim e that the House has ever  
done anything in te rm s  of cutting off funds for  the war in Southeast As ia , They  
have been h is to r ica l ly  conservative  and have to accept responsib ility  fo r  the death 
and destruction of Southeast A s ia  as much as both Pres iden ts  Johnson and Nixon.

Th is week the Senate is  to vote on the b ill. They  have in the past been a bit 
m ore  responsive  to the pressure  of the A m er ican  public and have accord ing ly  
tacked on to this b i l l  the i l le ga l  usage of any m oney allocated fo r  defense for  use 
in Laos as w e ll.  They  had better vote fo r  it.

The partia l explanation o f  why the Congress is  f ina lly  doing this can be a t tr i­
buted to the decline of power that has befallen P res iden t Nixon since the Watergate 
d isc losu res . The Congress sees a chance to re - ins ta te  some of the power that 
Nixon has taken from  them. It represents a f lex  of their m uscle  and should be 
accepted as that.
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But we cannot allow  ou rse lves  to fa l l  in the trap o f be liev ing that with this 
action the war w i l l  stop in Indochina. The m ines have s til l not been c leared  in 
Haiphong, etc. The bombing o f  Laos has not stopped, etc, Ron Z ie g le r ,  N ixon 's 
P r e s s  S ec re ta ry  stated that whatever the outcome of the Congressional votes, 
that the Adm in istration  w i l l  continue to do 'the right po l icy '.  Th is  means that 
the w ar w i l l  continue.

House M a jo r ity  Leader, M ike Mansfield, stated, " I f  the w il l  o f the Congress 
and the intention of the Congress are  not adhered to, then we w il l  face a true Con­
stitutional c r is is .  One thing this country cannot afford at this tim e is a Constitu­
tional c r is is .  "  L e t  them fight it  out.

It seem s apparaht from  recent h is tory  that the bombing o f Cambodia w il l  
continue* Maybe a l l  of our national ' le ad e rs ' should heed the words of P r in ce  
Norodom  Sihanouk who said " I  am no longer interested in meeting with K iss inger .  .. 
We a re  prepared to go on until 1976 because we hope that a fter P res iden t Nixon, 
the new P res iden t w i l l  decide to stop the US intervention in Cambodia, But i f  the 
new P res iden t chooses to continue, we a re  ready to go on independently until 
1980. We have enough courage to do tha t."

Buttons

"W e  have f ina lly  got them back from  the printer and can send either one of them 
to you fo r  each, plus shipping costs. Since that's exactly  what they cost your 
fr ien d ly  National O ffice , you can see that there is zero  markup involved! F o r  the 
record, as soon as we distribute all the buttons we now have on hand we w ill  be 
o rdering  a new VVAW /W SO button. Until then you 'll need a sm all magic m arker 
and a steady hand.

Regional
Cairo Convoy

On A p r i l  7, the K ansas-W estern  M issouri and Southern I l l in o is -F as te rn  M issouri 
regions o f VVAW/WSO convoyed to Cairo, I l l ino is  bringing three carloads of food, 
clothing, books and some m ed ica l supplies. Although transportation was a problem, 
and some of the supplies had to be le ft  behind, the people o f Cairo expressed their 
gratitude fo r  bringing these items. Food was so re ly  needed because of the rampaging 
Ohio and M iss iss ipp i R iv e rs  that had flooded the area. The situation in Cairo  was 
gr im , but the sp ir it  was high. On June 16, Cairo  w ill  ce lebrate  their 4th Annual 
So lidarity  Day. These regions w il l  be returning at that time, with another convoy 
of supplies and w il l  jo in  in the activ it ies  of the day. F o r  m ore  in formation contact
either:

St. Louis VVAW/WSO 
1023 A llen  Avenue 
St. Lou is, MO 63104 
(314) 621-5860

Kansas C ity  VVAW/WSO 
306 W est 39 Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
(816) 753-1619 *
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Changes in Regional O ffices

The follow ing regional o ff ices  
W inter Soldier:

Ohio "Kentucky-Indiana 
Pete  Zastrow  
PO Box 19302 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
(606) 441-3811

have changed and are  not yet

Connecticut-Rhode Island
VVAW/WSO
53 W all Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 777-3051

included in the latest

Colorado - Utah-W yoming 
VVAW/WSO 
PO Box 18591 
Denver, Colo. 80218 
(303) 572-1543

Arm ed  F a rc es  Day Demonstration.

"W e  a re  struggling for our best birthright and inheritance, which, being 
infringed, renders all our b lessings precarious in their enjoyments and 
consequently tr if l ing  in their values. L e t  us disappoint the men who are 
raising them selves on the ruins of this country. "

- Samuel Adams, 1722

With these words in mind and in accordance with the Workshop on the War at the 
P lac itas  NSCM, the region of Connecticut-Rhode Island organized and participated in 
demonstrations in Stamford, Newtown, Naugatuck, New Britain, New Haven, Branford, 
Hartford and seve ra l other c ities and towns. The demonstrations focused on the fo l ­
lowing demands: Support e fforts  to cut funds for  the bombing of Cambodia and Laos; 
Adherence to the P a r is  agreem ents; F ree ing  po lit ica l p r isoners  in South Vietnam and 
in the United States; Unconditional amnesty fo r  war re s is te rs  and vets with less than 
honorable d ischarges; Focus on U. S. aims in Latin A m er ica , Rebuild A m er ica  with 
money now being spent on defense; and Support fo r  the Gainesv ille  8.

Rochester, New York  Chapter Report

Things are  rea l ly  moving in the chapter now; peopLe are  rea l ly  starting to get 
it on. We have form ed com m ittees: po lit ica l education, fund-raising, veteran 's  
a ffa irs  and seve ra l others. It looks as if we m ay poss ib ly  have the money in the 
not-to - fa r  future to set up a storefront, and if we do that should rea l ly  provide the 
base we need to reach out to the community.

Next month, there isn 't a week that doesn't include a benefit or some other 
chapter activ ity. We have an hour-long phone-in program  on TV . The station is 
trying to get some 'opposition1 such as the A L  or VFW , to appear with us, to put 
a focus on amnesty. So fa r  they haven't been able to get anyone to oppose us! !
I f  they do come up with someone, we r e a l ly  think that we w ill  make them look like 
the non*thinkers an anti-amnesty position requ ires .

As fa r  as sentiment about the name change goes, we are fo llow ing the lead of the 
Buffalo and New York chapters in promoting VVAW/WSO. Things are  s t i l l  somewhat 
divided in the chapter, but for  the most part we agree  that the name VVAW  presents 
certa in  mechanical o r  semantic hassles, and has in some degree  outlived its. e f fe c t­
iveness. But at the same time, we think that in spec if ics , such as amnesty, the 
name is r e a l ly  useful. At any rate, we are  putting out W inter Soid ier/VVAW  as 
much as poss ib le  in our m edia gigs, etc.
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We a re  try ing to get into a cou n ter-m il ita ry  p rogram  in the high schools, but it 's  
going aw fu lly  slow. Contacts are hard to make, but then we are just starting. Maybe 
in the fa l l  we can get something e f fec t ive  started. In the meantime we w il l  be trying 
to get together some f i lm s , slides and other visuals to use in conjunction with the 
talks. Th ere  is at p resent a b il l  in the State A ssem b ly  that, if passed, w il l  perm it 
Junior RO TC  in the high schools. It would be 'vo luntary1 for students 14 o r  o lder 
(parental perm iss ion ) and w il l  allow the d rill ing  and m i l i ta ry  instruction during 
school hours. We are  only one o f s eve ra l groups keeping an eye out for it and trying 
to prom ote opposition to it.

Our relationship to other groups in the area is v e ry  good. We have been working 
with, among others, Rochester A rea  Women fo r  Peace, and shared a couple o f booths 
in loca l shopping m alls  with them. We sold some W inter Soldier and some of Buffalo 's 
Column L e ft  and made $15. 00.

We a re  v e r y  optim istic .

N A T I O N A L ,  O F F I C E  R E P O R T S

Build jb r  Gainesv il le  Action  Th is July! !

A s  the trial-date has o f f ic ia l ly  been set fo r  July 17th, we have a c lea r  goal to 
shoot fo r  in building our national action. Even though it 's  only May, the amount of 
work necessa ry  to put together a successfu l national action o f  this s ize  doesn't 
leave  us any tim e to spare at all. Regions should have a lready  been talking with 
their people about how they can best organ ize  community support fo r  the Gaines­
v i l le  8 and begun building their contingents to actually go to Gainesville  fo r  the July 
action. We s t il l  need suggestions, ideas or whatever about the action and m ore  
input about what action has a lready  been taken or is planned. Brian Adams of the 
National C o llec t ive  w il l  be going to Ga inesv ille  the f i r s t  week o f June to begin work 
with the G a inesv ille  people fo r  the demonstration.

The t r ia l  is set. fo r  Gainesv il le  although Judge Arnow could change his mind 
and m ove it to the m ore  m il ita r ized  environment of Pensacola. In any case, we 
are  covered  with campsites for the action in both locations. Given the increasing 
weight o f evidence linking the Gainesv il le  indictments with an attempt to cover-up 
the W atergate a ffa ir ,  it 's  increas ing ly  l ik e ly  that there w il l  be a lot of national 
attention focused on the Ga inesv ille  8 t r ia l  once it actually gets underway. Perhaps 
it can be tr ied  concurrently  with Nixon 's impeachment proceedings and M itche ll 's  
p er ju ry  tr ia l?

. I f  you don't read anything e lse p lease pay attention to this: The G a inesv ille  8's 
financial situation is desperate. They  need help $$$. Without the money needed to 
pay fo r  all the various expenses a tr ia l o f this nature incurs, there is no way in hell 
we can expect to adequately defend the "E igh t"  or the organization. In case there is 
any problem s about what to do with any m oney you might come up with, the address is:

The Gainesv il le  Defense Fund 
Box 13179
Gainesville , F lo r ida  32601
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