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A Donald without
A Twitter is sure like a
Crow without a caw.

Joann Weeks Bailey, Northwood
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The importance of
preserving the past

Dear Mayor Bouley: This letter is
an urgent request to you, and the
Concord City Council, to seriously
consider saving the iconic Concord
gasholder building.

We are not Concord residents but
own rental property there, and feel
obliged to speak up on behalf of this
historic landmark.

Growing up in Concord in the
1950s and ’60s, I witnessed the
steady demolition of Concord’s
beautiful historic structures and
landmarks. Even as a child, I was

horrified that a
monument of such
handsome Victorian
architecture – the
Concord railway
terminal – was
taken down to make
way for a strip mall.

What was once known as the IBM
Building on Bouton Street replaced
a historic home called the Rumford
House. That home was surrounded
by beautiful lawns and gardens. So
many Revolutionary War-era build-
ings on Main and North Main Street
met the same awful fate – to provide
lots where gas stations, dry clean-
ers, and small stores were then
built.

We grew up in a 1790s house in
Loudon on a land grant to my ances-
tors from King George of England.
Our parents were the teachers of
family and local history. I learned, at
an early age, the appreciation and
reverence for antiquity in every
form, and the importance to pre-
serve and protect the same.

Concord would be just another
small, unremarkable New England
town, devoid of the outward manifes-
tations of its history and relics, if we
do not stand up for, and save, all the
wonderful, ancient places and struc-
tures that are so much a part of our
rich heritage here.

Kudos to those who have come
forth and fought to restore and re-
furbish much of Main Street. Obvi-
ously, there are deep pockets in the
capital area, as shown by the hand-
some development and restoration
of much of the downtown area. The
gasholder building must be included
in this important preservation of our
past.

MARY W. PAVEGLIO
B ow

By ALLEN J. DAVIS and TOM WEINER
For the Monitor

T he United States has been en-
meshed in a culture war since
at least the 1980s, when

Ronald Reagan said to a full house
of evangelical Christians, “I know
that you can’t endorse me, but I

want you to know that I endorse
you.”

The roots of such a divide go
back further and can be said to have
characterized the opposing forces in
the fight for women’s rights, from
voting to equal pay, for LGBTQ
rights to be out and to marry, and
for civil rights starting with Recon-
str uction.

It’s the struggle for civil rights
that we want to focus upon.

The last 156 years since the end
of the first Civil War has seen a sec-

ond Civil War between those sup-
porting justice and equality on
moral grounds for African Ameri-
cans and those fearing the loss of
power that characterizes white
s u p r e m a c y.

The evidence for this view is vo-
luminous, and we will only scratch
its surface here.

There are many components to
this war against Black people and
the white people who have aligned
themselves with them. What makes
it a civil war and not just a culture

war is that it has featured not only
nonviolent acts of aggression that
have been destructive emotionally
and psychically on every front, in-
cluding:

■ Economic: the widening 10-to-1
wealth gap.

■ Housing: Black people denied
the GI Bill, as well as ongoing racist
lending policies.

■ Education: schools more segre-
gated than before Brown v. Board

To end it, we must educate
ourselves about the nation’s

real history of racism

A m e r i c a’s second Civil War – from 1865 to today

You can
resolve to live your
life with integrity.
Let your credo be
this: Let the lie
come into the
world, let it even
triumph. But not
through me.”

ALEXANDER SOLZHENITSYN,
Russian writer, 1918-2008

ON JAN. 17, 1726, Massachusetts grants permis-
sion to settle the area that will become Concord. A
supervising committee screens would-be settlers. It
wants just 100 families.

ON JAN. 17, 1906, Charles Lakeman joins other
employees of the Abbot-Downing Co. atop the build-
ing to watch a huge fire in North Pembroke. Seeing
that the fire is near where he lives, Lakeman rushes
to it and learns that it is his house and barn. Dead in-
side, authorities find Lakeman’s mother, sister and
the sister’s five young children. The sister’s husband,
Charles Ayer, is soon found dead in Chichester. Au-
thorities will determine that before shooting himself
in the head, he killed his mother-in-law and his wife
and set fire to the house with his children inside.

ON JAN. 17, 1942, Concord’s zoning board unani-
mously approves the Brezner Tannery’s takeover of
an abandoned mill in Penacook. The tannery will
open later in the year, creating 200 jobs.

ON JAN. 17, 1948, Concord’s new mayor, Charles
McKee, says he’s not giving up on plans for a new
man-made lake on the Turkey River, despite voter
opposition. “As I understand it, there was a lake
there once, but someone pulled out the plug and it
drained away. I am told it would be a comparatively
simple matter to put the plug back in.”

ON JAN. 17, 1997, former governor Steve Merrill
comes up short in his bid to be elected chairman of
the Republican National Committee. “When push
comes to shove, this is an inside game,” says Merrill.
“I think I played an outsider role in an insider game
as well as you can play it.”

AP
Democratic presidential candidate and Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton gives the thumbs up to
supporters outside a polling station in Nashua as New Hampshire voters go to the polls
for the nation’s first primary on Feb. 18, 1992.

SEE CIVIL WAR C3

By JONATHAN P. BAIRD
For the Monitor

L ike millions, I was glued to
the TV watching the events
of Jan. 6 unfold. Information

remains limited and questions
abound about the riot at the Capi-
tol and what happened. While
much more information will no
doubt be emerging, I wanted to
address some questions that
stand out.

Was the riot spontaneous?
The evidence clearly shows it

was not spontaneous. President
Donald Trump tweeted on Dec.
19: “Big protest in D.C. on Jan-
uary 6th. Be there, will be wild.”
ProPublica reported that his sup-
porters took up the name “Wi l d
P rotest.” Other pro-Trumpers un-
der the name “Stop the Steal”
railed that the election was
stolen. On Dec. 23 online, they
promised an occupation of the
Capitol.

For a period of time prior to
Jan. 6, extreme right-wing web-
sites discussed Operation Occupy
the Capitol and the question of vi-
olent protest if the Senate made
Joe Biden’s victory official. On
Dec. 12, a poster on the website
MyMilitia.com explicitly urged vi-
olence if the Senate certified
B i d e n’s win. The poster wrote: “If
this does not change, then I advo-
cate Revolution and adherence to
the rules of war. I say, take the hill
or die trying.”

On Jan. 7, the Washington,
D.C., Police Chief Robert Contee
said there was no intelligence
that suggested there would be a
breach of the U.S. Capitol. That is
hard to understand since this as-
sault was planned in public view.
Rioters did what they said they

There is much we don’t know
yet, but some things are clear

Questions
in the

wake of
the riot

SEE QUES TIONS C3

By JOHN GFROERER
For the Monitor

I
t was a completely peace-
ful demonstration on the
steps of the Capitol in
Wa s h i n g t o n .

I had unexpectedly
come upon it while mak-

ing a delivery to the National
Council of Churches across the
street. Getting back into my car
I noticed that something was
going on. At that time the area
on the east side of the Capitol
building was a large parking lot,
so before heading back to the
office I decided to pull in and
see what was happening. The
moment has never been forgot-
ten.

The steps on the House side
of the Capitol building were full,
top to bottom, with demonstra-
tors against the war in Vietnam,
peacefully sitting in silent
protest.

At the top of the steps were
several members of Congress,
including Ron Dellums of Cali-
fornia and Bella Abzug of New
York, speaking to the assem-
bled. At the bottom, a platoon of
police was starting to methodi-
cally arrest everyone sitting on
the steps. Members of
Congress were pleading with
the police to stop, saying the
demonstrators were their
guests. But the police were not
swayed and continued with
their mission.

It was the final culminating
event after two weeks of contin-
uous demonstrations in Wash-
ington against the war in the
spring of 1971. It began with
Vietnam Vets, including future
Secretary of State John Kerry,
throwing their medals back at
the Congress. A few days after
that, half a million people
marched on the Capitol to rally
against the war. That was fol-
lowed by over a week of differ-
ent actions leading to civil dis-
obedience.

Every day there were ar-
rests of people making their
statement against the war. It
was, and still is, the largest

A 1971 Vietnam War protest at the Capitol and events of Jan. 6 could not be more dif ferent

THE CAPITOL STEPS

AP
Veterans protesting the war in Vietnam throw medals and other articles on
the steps of the Capitol on April 23, 1971, in Washington.SEE S TEPS C3
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of Education in 1954 and affir-
mative action under attack.

■ Voting Rights: Endless
efforts at denial and suppres-
sion, including in 2020.

But, it has also been unde-
niably violent since its incep-
tion.

The violence has its origins
in the acceptance of lynching,
the intimidation of the KKK
and the 26 known massacres
of African Americans from
New Orleans in 1866 to
Charleston in 2015.

Such violence continues to
the present moment, with the
brutal murders of George

Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Bre-
onna Taylor, Walter Wallace,
and so many others whose
names are honored at Black
Lives Matter events.

Adding to the tragedy, the
perpetrators rarely face the
consequences of their actions
– then and now.

In light of our recent elec-
tion, it’s worth acknowledging
what Jelani Cobb wrote in a
recent New Yorker article ti-
tled, “What Black History
Should Already Have Taught
Us About The Fragility of
American Democracy”: “The
lynching campaigns and ter-
rorism that disenfranchised
Black people in the South in

the decades that followed (the
Civil War) weren’t only an ex-
pression of racism, though
they were very much that;
they were an attack on the
mechanisms that were put in
place to inhibit one of the na-
t i o n’s worst habits: a gleeful
expression of defiance toward
a government that dared try
to uphold democracy.”

We believe that in 2020 it
was once again Black Ameri-
cans, who were put in the po-
sition of defying white
supremacists emboldened
and empowered by Trump-
ism, who have upheld our
fragile democracy. It is Black
people who have withstood all

of the threats to their lives
posed by the second Civil War
who continue to survive
against all odds – now includ-
ing the pandemic’s grip on
their community – and who
we turn to to bail out what’s
left of our democracy.

The significance of being
able to acknowledge that
there has been a second Civil
War raging in the country for
well over a century is not just
the willingness to study the
true history of America. We
need to make room for the
New York Times 1619 Project
to enter our schools, colleges,
and universities, but it is not
just learning about the hor-

rors of Jim Crow, Black
Codes, police brutality and all
of the methods employed to
keep Black people from ac-
cessing their rights. It is our
work as white people that
James Baldwin was speaking
of, though he included all
Americans: “We must tell the
truth till we can no longer
bear it.”

Once you know what you
have been taught is filled with
omissions and lies, it is our
hope that you cannot be silent,
that you cannot bear to let this
war continue one more day.

Tragically, as it is now 2021,
our election tells us that 74
million Americans are either

in denial about the full story of
our past or have been misedu-
cated. That has to end if we
are to have a chance of offer-
ing justice and equality to all
and ending the second Civil
Wa r.

P.S.: Some of the people
seeking to overthrow the re-
sults of the 2020 Presidential
election on Jan. 6 were carry-
ing the Confederate flag.

(Allen J. Davis of Dublin is
an educator and racial and
social justice advocate. Tom
Weiner is a retired teacher,
author, and member of the
anti-racist group
B r i d g e 4 U n i t y. )

CIVIL WAR FROM C1

A m e r i c a’s second Civil War began in 1865 and is still happening today

would do.
Trump had told his follow-

ers to be in Washington on
Jan. 6 and his followers
obeyed the command. Anyone
who bothered to look at ex-
tremist Trump message
boards could have seen the
handwriting on the wall.

Arieh Kovler, a political
consultant in the U.K., accu-
rately predicted these events
on Twitter on Dec. 21. He
wrote: “On Jan. 6, armed
Trumpist militias will be ral-
lying in D.C. at Trump’s or-
ders. It is highly likely that
they ’ll try to storm the Capi-
tol after it certifies Joe
B i d e n’s win. I don’t think this
has sunk in yet.”

The rioters appeared to
have knowledge of the tun-
nels of Congress and the lo-
cation of key congressional
offices. They had radios and
two-way communication with
earpieces. There were police
officers from across the U.S.
among the rioters. A number
of rioters came armed for
battle with a background in
military training. Pipe bombs

were planted outside the
DNC and the RNC. There
was some degree of planning
and coordination.

Should the Capitol riot be
considered a protest, a

demonstration, or
domestic terrorism?

This went far beyond a
protest or demonstration. It
was a violent assault on the
seat of government meant to
overturn a free and fair elec-
tion. That classifies as a sedi-
tious coup. As such, I think
domestic terrorism is the
most accurate characteriza-
tion.

Back in December, Arieh
Kovler had wondered if the
way the protest might swing
the election in Trump’s favor
was by “forcing Congress to
certify him as the winner at
gunpoint.”

Ransacking the Capitol,
smashing press equipment,
trashing congressional offices
and stealing government lap-
tops all put this beyond mere
protest. You had violent peo-
ple swinging lead pipes at po-
lice and pepper-spraying

them. The rioters built a
noose and gallows outside the
Capitol. They chanted “Hang
Mike Pence.” Some rioters
carried zip ties used by po-
lice. It is unclear if they in-
tended to capture or execute
members of Congress or Vice
President Pence if they had
intercepted them.

Five people died in the
riot, including police officer
Brian Sicknick. Chief Contee
has reported 56 officers were
injured after being beaten or
tazed repeatedly.

How and why did
law enforcement fail

so epically?
The Capitol Police are sup-

posed to protect Congress.
You have to ask: How did the
police let this happen? There
was an intelligence failure
and a substantive response
breakdown. Mike German, a
former FBI agent, wrote:
“You don’t get to ransack the
Capitol for hours, then calmly
walk away unless law en-
forcement and its command
share your views. What we
saw yesterday was tacit ap-

proval of the rioters. Full
stop.”

The delay in sending in the
National Guard, especially af-
ter it was requested by Mary-
land Gov. Larry Hogan, raises
the question of whether this
was an inside job. We knew
the threat of far right violence
had been de-prioritized by
Trump. Was the response fail-
ure a result of a coordinated
plan by Trump and his allies?
It needs to be asked and an-
swered.

There is a sick, racist law
enforcement culture that
needs to be addressed. While
many police did their jobs
bravely, others were taking
selfies with rioters. Black
Capitol Police reported that
they were repeatedly sub-
jected to racist taunts and
use of the n-word by the mob,
which was overwhelmingly
white and male.

Did antifa play any role in
the Capitol riot?

With our own eyes, we saw
the huge crowd of Trump
supporters descend on the
Capitol. They carried Trump

flags, Confederate flags, Nazi
swastika flags, and they wore
clothing that identified them-
selves as Trump supporters.
Proud Boys chanted “F--- An-
tifa”. Later on Jan. 6, Trump
himself posted a video that
expressed “love” for his sup-
porters and he said they were
“very special.”

Yet, somehow, after things
went south, right wing com-
mentators concocted a story
that pro-Trump rioters were
actually antifa in disguise.
Please. This was a 100%
Trump-incited riot. The
Proud Boys, neo-Nazis wear-
ing shirts that said Camp
Auschwitz and 6MWE (which
stands for six million weren’t
enough), white supremacists,
QAnon supporters and other
Trump supporters all seemed
very proud of themselves.

The idea of antifa involve-
ment is a fantasy, akin to the
Trump fantasy of a stolen
election.

Is the fascist threat over?
The Capitol riot has

echoes of the plot hatched by
the Michigan militia against
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. It is

also reminiscent of the
Turner Diaries, a 1978 novel
famous in far right circles
that prominently features an
attack on the U.S. Capitol.
The plot is about how a small
number of white power fanat-
ics overthrow the federal gov-
ernment and start a race war.

The failure of Trump’s
coup attempt does not mean
the domestic terrorist threat
is over. That threat has been
consistently underestimated
for four years. The Capitol
riot provides compelling evi-
dence of that proposition. If
the threat of right-wing ex-
tremism is to be reduced if
not eliminated, perpetrators
of the riot must pay a price.
That is at least a first step.

The rioters seem to be-
lieve the law does not apply
to them. This sense of entitle-
ment is rooted in hundreds of
years of white supremacy.
The fascist threat is certainly
not over.

It has barely been recog-
nized.

(Jonathan P. Baird lives in
Wilmot and blogs at
jonathanpbaird.com.)

QUES TIONS FROM C1

Lots of questions, and a few answers, in the wake of Capitol siege

mass arrests for civil disobe-
dience in American History.

Washington was tense. On
Monday of that week I awoke
to see a busload of police in
riot gear next to the park out-
side my window. I stopped
walking to work, for fear I
would be arrested just being
on the street. D.C. jails were
full beyond capacity and D.C.
Stadium was being used as a
temporary place to hold those
ar rested.

This action on the Capitol
steps was the conclusion of it
all. I had participated in a
march to the Justice Depart-
ment the day before, but left
before those arrests began. I
had been arrested at a
demonstration myself the
week before. Now I was back
at work and had forgotten this
last event was even happen-
ing until it caught my eye.

And, quite by happen-
stance, there I was witnessing
what still to this day troubles
me. The demonstrators,
peaceful in their presence, be-
ing arrested for simply sitting
on the steps of the Capitol,
while congressmen advocated
for the arrests to stop – yet
powerless to impact what was

playing out before them.
I watched for several min-

utes trying to digest what I
was seeing. Disgust mixed
with hope.

The contradictions that
can exist with being an Amer-
ican: living in a free society
but yet knowing there were
limits to that freedom. This
was the reality being played
out before me, contradictions
that present no resolution.
Basic tensions that allow us
all to coexist under one dome
of freedom, with our own
closely clung-to ideas of what
that freedom should look like
– different as those ideas may
be.

Troubling as it was, there
was a calmness that encircled
the moment. The members of
Congress, while clearly upset,
were not calling the police
names or demonizing them
for doing their job. Those sit-
ting on the steps about to be
arrested did not resist or
carry weapons to attack. And
the police did not use exces-
sive force in carrying out
their work.

There seemed to be a mu-
tual respect among all in-
volved, an understanding that
this is what I must do, and
this is what you must do. This

is our role at this moment in
our democracy.

I gave brief consideration
to going over and joining
those on the steps, but on the
other hand I was not quite
ready to go back to jail so
soon. And people back at the
office where I worked would
be wondering what had hap-
pened to me. So, I chose to
just witness for a few minutes
before heading back to my car
and to work.

The next morning on the
front page of the Wa s h i n g t o n
Po s t was a picture of my good

friend Arlene being arrested
at the Capitol. I had no idea
she was even there. A day or
two later she woke me with
an early morning call to say
she had just been released
from D.C. Stadium. But by
that time, life in Washington
had for the most part re-
turned to normal.

I was walking to work
again without fear, the many
out-of-town demonstrators
had left, and the war in Viet-
nam was set to continue for a
couple more years.

As you might expect, the

events of Jan. 6 on those very
same steps have me doing
some reflecting. There are
some similarities. But mostly
there are obvious and impor-
tant differences.

There is no place more ap-
propriate to bring our
grievances about how things
are going than the Capitol
building in Washington, D.C.
You can’t escape the symbol-
ism or history of that building.
To stand beneath it can be
humbling as it beckons to
hear us, and to enfold us into
that history.

The word that keeps
throwing itself in front of me
when considering the differ-
ences between this demon-
stration and that demonstra-
tion is “courage.” I think of
my friend Arlene and the
courage it took for her to
make a statement against an
unjust war and know the con-
sequences she would face.

Watching the arresting po-
licemen get closer and closer,
unsure of where she would be
taken and for how long, she
remained firm and did not
run, accepting that her tem-
porary incarceration was min-
imal compared to continuing
that war.

It does not require courage

to pick up a stick, or flagpole,
or fire extinguisher, and join a
mob breaking windows and
doors and chasing people
with your anger. Just like it
d o e s n’t take courage to pick
up a gun and threaten people
with a fleeting sense of supe-
r i o r i t y.

America calls us to have
courage. But it does not call
us to shout down or beat
down or break down those
with whom we disagree. It
calls for courage, to make
change and deeper courage to
accept when that change isn’t
going to happen as we want.

Most importantly, America
calls for us to have the
courage to respect the institu-
tions which govern our liberty.
We should recognize that we
use the same steps in our
quests, and sharing those
steps unites us in ways
deeper than one misguided
president can disrupt.

Courage, respect, accep-
tance are how we move ahead
together. Though worried, I
have faith we will find the
path.

(John Gfroerer of Concord
owns a video production
company based at the Capi-
tol Center for the Arts.)

S TEPS FROM C1

A Vietnam War protest on the steps of the Capitol played out differently

Political sketches

V ietnam
ve te ra n s
opposed to the
war assemble
on the steps of
the Capitol in
Washington on
April 19, 1971,
to protest the
U.S. action in
Indochina .

AP


