"The two South Vietnamese parties will... ensure the democratic liberties of the people:
personal freedom, freedom of speech, freedomof the press freedom of meeting, freedom of
organization, freedom of political activities, freedom of belief, freedom of movement, freedom
of residence, freedom of work, right to property ownership..."

-- Article 11, January 27 Peace Agreement,
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WHAT PEACE?

The two South Vietnamese par=-
ties...insure the democratic liber-
ties of the people: personal freedom,
freedom of speech, freedom of
press, freedom of meeting, freedom
of organization, freedom of political
activities, freedom of belief, free=-
dom of movement...from Article 11,
January 27 Peace Agreement.

On January 28, 1973, Thieu or-
dered his forces to shoot '"on the
spot'', those considered Commu-
nists. On February 8, 1973, Thieu
declared that he would continue the
pacification program which means
the continued confining of civilians
in strategic hamlets, imprisonment
of dissenters, and attacks on libera-
tedareas. To emphasize these
points, the Saigon army initiated
328 infantry and armor assaults,

213 air attacks and 281 shellings of
PRG controlled areas, during the
first ten days after signing the a-
greement, The excuse given by Sai-
gon for these actions was that the
NLF provoked them by '"flying the
Viet Cong flag."

This was confirmed by Neil Da=-

vis, a cameraman for VIS-News,

Z e verated areas.

""A rickety sampan carried us into
the area, Along the river bank, the
Viet Cong flag fluttered from the
houses and huts.'" A South Vietna-
mese helicopter flew over and
'"sprayed the area, spewing bullets
at a rate of 6,000 a minute for
thirty minutes, as we sweated un-
derground. Bullets got through the
thick earth and bamboo ceiling''=

of the shelter. ''Before it began to
grow dark, one of them (the guides)
looked at his watch and said,
"There'll be Saigon artillery at
6:00!

He was wrong. Davis said, '"The
shells came at 6:05,"

On top of these overt attacks on
the PRG controlled areas, repres-
sion in the areas controlled by Sai-
gon has reached thelevel of Nazi
Germany. Fearing the loss of his
power, Thieu has arrested and
jailed thousands opposed to his pol-
icies, be they Catholic or Commu-
nist, child or old person., Once
jailed, prisoners are tortured in an
effort to break their spirit.

Tiger cages are still in use.
An American company, Brown and
Root, is building new ones at Camps
7&8 on Con Son at a total cost of
$400, 000, The "improved' models
are too low for the prisoners to
stand. With three to five prisoners
to a cage, they have to take turns
lying down while the others crouch.

They are kept completely in the
dark without ventilation., Most of
those who manage to live through
this experience are blind after-
wards,

Jean Pierre Debris, a French
citizen and former Saigon prisoner,
described how these prisoners
looked. ''"They had to crawl down
because they couldn't walk any -
more...they dragged themselves
along the ground with little benches
of their own making, Their faces
were haggard and lined; their
bodies gaunt and emaciated, Beside
each tiger cage is a container of
lime which the guards throw on to
the prisoners and which burns
their skin. They also use grenades
of nausea and tear gas. Then when
they've used all this, they beat and
handcuff the prisoners with their
wrists behind their backs. We
know people who've been hand-
cuffed like this for years because
they refused to salute the Saigon
flag,

Andre Menras, who was jailed

with Debris, continued about the
children held in prison. ''The
youngest among them, whose name
is Dong, is six years old. His
mother was killed by Americans
bombing in the Delta region, His
father, suspected of being a Com-
munist sympathizer, was incar=-
cerated in Chi Hoa and brought the
child with him. The child had no
relatives to take care of him., The
last news we have of Dong dates
from December 20th, when we
heard him cry out in the disciplinary
section, where he was imprisoned
with his father; with his friends.

He was shouting slogans with the
adults to protest the living condi-
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tions that were forced on the polit-
ical prisoners...

"We saw how these kids are al-
ready adults at an age when little
French children are playing mar -
bles, We saw how prison authori-
ties repress them, No difference
between them and adults; they were
put in the same category: hard=-
headed rebels."

It is not enough to sign a piece
of paper and then declare peace.
The war continues until the political
prisoners are released. The war
continues until the attacks on the

liberated areas stop. The war
continues until American involve=
ment ends. The war continues un-
til the treaty is implemented.

WINTER SOLDIER



REPORT FROM HANOI
VIETNAMREVISITED

In December an American peace I©55€8, butin contrast to their ashtrays close and our area cleaned.
delegation was invited to the Demo- counterparts in the United States, This was an attitude of respe-t,
cratic Republic of Vietnam by the they were very relaxed. The not servitude.

Vietnam Committee of Solidarity workers were not overly impressed

With the American People. The with us or the officials, but at the On the third day, the Nixon ad-
group consisted of Joan Baez, Tel- same time, were very friendly and ministration, in an act of despera-
ford Taylor, Reverend Michael Al- tion, initiated the most massive

len, and myself, Barry Romo. bombing in history. Centering his

attacks on civilian areas, he des-
troyed homes, schools, nurserys,
and hospitals in an attempt to terror-
ize the people into submission. We
lived under American bombs until

we left ten days later. During this
time we observed the massive des-
truction, the human pain and sorrow,
watched the people cry; and cried
with them. It is not the suffering
that I remember now, but the exam-
ples of heroism, kindness and st-
rength of the Vietnamese. I remem-
ber people standing in the streets
shooting at Phantom jets with old
K-44 carbines. I remember our
friends from the committee apolo-
gizing to us because the electricity
was out due to the bombing. I rem-
ember a toast to the friendship of the
Vietnamese and the American peo-
ple while B-52s were destroying
hospitals. I remember the statement
made by one of the Vietnamese to us,
"It is good that you are here to share
in our suffering, because after the
war you will also really share in our

jOY' "

I felt strange about the upcoming
trip, wondering how the Vietnamese
would receive me, considering that
I was a former infantry lieutenant
in the Americal Division. As we got
off the plane in Hanoi, the people melf
us with bouquets of flowers and
handed me a beer. I knew there
would be no problem.

When we walked through the
streets of Hanoi I couldn't help but
compare life in the north to the sec-
tion of the south controlled by Saigon.
In the south I had seen a cheap carbos
copy of America., The influence was
more pervasive than the American
oil companies we guarded, advisors
we provided, for the Thieu regime.
The radios blared American music,
the people spoke broken English.
Vietnamese women, forced out of
economic need, had operations on
their eyes to make them round, and
silicon injected in their breasts in
order to become more attractive to
American soldiers. The people livec
in hovels made of C-ration cartons
and scraped food out of American
garbage cans,

This was not an isolated incident
either. Our delegation walked the
streets alone without guides almost
every day. We watched the people
and their attitudes were the same
throughout.

By contrast, in the north I saw
Vietnamese running their own lives
without advisors from other countrie;
I saw no advisors during the two
weeks I was there. The people had
good homes and plenty of food. Ther
was no one starving or begging.

The Vietnamese watch Vietnamese
movies, listen to Vietnamese music,
even smoke Vietnamese cigarettes

We had always been taught that
North Vietnam was a totalitarian
society. Yet the people were armed
and the police were not. Their
officials walk the streets unarmed
and without body guards. The Viet-
namese constantly echo the statement
by Ho, '""Nothing is more precious
than freedom and independence. "
This is more than an empty phrase.
The Vietnamese were fighting jets
with rifles for '""Freedom and Inde-
pendence.' There can be no doubt
that the strength and determination
that has persevered through the

and drink Vietnamese beer!

It was then that I realized that this
was the true nature of Imperialism.
The people in the south had lost,
not only control of their resources
and political freedom, but their
culture as well. Their oppression,
Imperialism, is total: political,

economical and cultural, concerned. For instance, if there bombing would be turned against
was & toast; they wouid pat down their officials if they were stifling
On the first night of our visit, their trays and drink with us. If freedom. What I had seen was a
the committee sponsored a dinner they wanted a cigarette, they took system of socialism that had allowed
for our delegation and for some it off the table. They would also for work that was not oppressive nor

government and union officials. We make sure our glasses were full,

degrading and provided for real
were served by waiters and wait-

"Freedom and Independence. "



A WEEK OF SOLIDARITY

ARIS AND ROME

Thiounn Mumm, chief delegate
of the Royal Government of National
Union of Cambodia to Paris, ex-
pressed his thanks to the members
of the American delegation and said,
""When we were attacked in our
country, Americans died for our
cause; the students at Kent and
Jackson States. This is the highest
form of solidarity, when people
give their lives for the struggles of
others. We thank you."

This spirit of solidarity was not
just confined to the Cambodian del-"
egation. During the week of Feb.

18, we traveled from Paris to Rome,
attending two conferences; one on
amnesty, held in Paris, and an
International Emergency Conference
on Vietnam held in Rome, and this
feeling of solidarity, of mutual re-
spect and love was typical through-
out. During this week-long series
of meetings we had the priviledge
and honor of meeting with the rep-
resentatives of the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam, the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of South
Vietnam, the Pathet Lao, the
Laotian Students Union of Paris, the
United FNL Groups of Sweden, the
Danish Vietnam Committee, mem-
bers of the Italian Dock Workers
Union, the Italian Vietnam Commit-
tee, representatives of Zimbabwe
African People's Union and the
Japanese delegation, as well as
representatives of AMEX-Canada,
Union of American Exiles in Britain,
RITA-ACT of Germany, exiles from
Vancouver, Montreal, Sweden,
France, and of course, the Cambo-
dia delegation in Paris. We talked
to countless others and everywhere
people recognized that we all have a
common goal and a common struggle.

As representatives from the U-
nited States we tended to feel as
part of the beast, but this feeling
was quickly disspelled as is indicated
in the remarks of Mr. Mumm. This
feeling of solidarity marked all the
meetings we had with representa-
tives of the Indochinese peoples. Mr.
Minh Vy, member of the delegation
of the DRV, said in his remarks to
us, '"We greatly appreciate your
courage, for you are in a difficult
situation. "

These meetings were also highly
informative. Of particular interest
to us were the reports of the Indo-
chinese. We questioned each of
these delegations as to what the cur-
rent situation was. The DRV assured
us that in spite of the massive bomb-
ing of the North in December, that
the Vietnamese people were deter-
mined to reconstruct their country
after the damage inflicted by Amer-
ican bombers. Within six weeks
after the bombing of Hanoi and Hai-
phong, new housing was built. Mr.

Si Phan told of a letter he received
from his daughter who lives in Hanoi.
She spoke of how the family had lived
through the terrorist attacks of the
B-52s8 and how they were all together
and well. In her letter she wrote of
the determination of the Vietnamese.
She also wrote, ''It seems to me that
the B-52s are not so terrible as they
(the U. S. ) want us to believe.' -
clear indication that the Vietnamese
would not submit to American ter-
rorism.

The Vietnamese responded to
questions regarding the signing of
the agreements with great confidence.
They were concerned, however, that
the United States might not live up
to its part of the accords. It was
pointed out that the harbors are
still mined and that the United States
has been delaying in the removal of
these devices, saying that it is very
difficult to de-mine the port. The
Vietnamese were highly concerned
with the fate of the political pris-
oners in the South of Vietnam. It is
evident that the Thieu regime is not
complying with the agreements and
has been mistreating and torturing
political prisoners.

Mr. Nguyen Van Tien, member
of the central committee of the PRG,
explained how important it is to re-
cognize the PRG as a legitimate gov-
ernment in the south. To date, the
PRG is recognized by 30 countries.
Sixty-four nations recognize a neutral
Vietnam. President Nixon has main-
tained that the only legitimate govern-
ment in the south is the Thieu regime,
a clear violation of the agreements.
Both the DRV and the PRG recognize
the agreements as a victory for the
Vietnamese people, and that this vic-
tory marks another level of struggle

for them.
&

On the question of aid for the
reconstruction of Vietnam, we were
told that aid is needed not just for
hospitals, but also for the building
of secondary schools and colleges,
and for housing and there is a need
for technical assistance in this re-
building.

The meetings with the Cambo-
dians and the Laotians stressed that
the situation in those countries is
very serious. Cambodia has not
experienced a cessation of bombing.
In fact, after the agreements were
signed in Vietnam, several cities in
the liberated zones experienced in-
tense bombing. The Lon Nol re-
gime in Pnomh Penh is aided by
several hundred military advisors
and the United Front of Cambodia

states that the Americans will now
concentrate their aggression on the

people of Cambodia.

In L.aos, bombing continued even
after the agreement was signed there
American air power continues to give
air support to ground forces of the
right wing and the 30 Thai battalions
that are conducting offensives in Laos

But through all this calculated
intervention of America in Southeast
Asia, it is clear that the people of
Indochina will never submit to the
aggression of the U, S. to resolve
the internal struggles of their people.
During this week of meetings, this
message came through loud and
clear. The Indochinese will be vic-
torious in their struggles against
U.S. imperialism. They have the
support of the international com -
munity and they will win.

Probably the best example of
this solidarity came during the visit
to the PRG in Paris. John Musgrave,
VVAW Regional Coordinator of Kan-
sas-W. Missouri, sat talking to
Madame Nguyen Thi Binh, Foreign
Minister of the PRG. As they both
got up to leave, Mme. Binh saw that
John had been wounded in the leg.
With much concern, and realizing
that he was wounded while fighting
the people of her country, she reach-
ed for his arm to help him up the
stairs.

- Ed Damato




AMILCAR CABRAL ASSASSINATED

(On Jan. 20th, Amilcar Cabral,
Secretary General of the African
Party for Guinea and Cape Verde,
was fatally shot by Portuguese agents
near his home in Conakry, Guinea.
The party, more commonly known as
the PAIGC, is the organization lead-
ing the struggle for independence in
Guinea-Bissau, much the same as
the NLF has in Vietnam. )

As veterans of the war in Indo-
china, we often lose sight of the fact
that Vietnam is not the only country
fighting for its independence. Guinea-
Bissau is another such nation. It is
a small country on the west coast of
Africa with a population of about one
million people, mostly small farmers
Along with Portugal's other colonies
in Africa-~-Mozambique and Angola--
Guinea-Bissau has been fighting for
over 500 years to free itself from
Portuguese rule. Just as the Ameri-
can people fought 200 years ago for
their independence from the British,
and just as the Vietnamese people
are fighting to free themselves from
foreign domination, so the people of
Guinea-Bissau are trying to win in-
dependence from Portugal. The
struggle for liberation and self-de-
termination that the peoples of Viet-
nam, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique,
and Angola are undergoing is truely
universal in nature. Amilcar Cabral
was the leader of those forces in
Guinea-Bissau that were, are, fight-
ing for liberation. In many respects
he stands in the same relationship
with his people as Ho Chi Minh does
with the Vietnamese.

. Amilcar Cabral helped found the
PAIGC in 1956. It initially tried to
gain independence through peaceful
means but was met with violence and
brutal suppression. During the years
of Portuguese rule, no national health
care programs had been set up, and

nothing had been done in terms of
public education; Portuguese eco-
nomic policies ensured that starva-
tion, disease and illiteracy would be
the constant companions of the people
of Guinea-Bissau. When, in 1959, a
peaceful workers' strike was put
down by the Portuguese, killing some
50 workers and wounding 100 more,
PAIGC began armed struggle short-
ly thereafter., Today PAIGC controls
over two thirds of the land of Guinea-
Bissau and Cape Verde. In April 1972
an official UN observer team visited
the liberation zones of the country
and testified not only to the military
and economic control of the PAIGC,
but also to the outstanding develop-
ment of social institutions such as
health care and education. Under the
Portuguese, 99% of the people were
illiterate and three out of five-infants

would die of disease. For the entire
population there were only 11 phy-
sicians available. Today, illiteracy
is rapidly disappearing altogether

in the liberated zones. Diseases
such as malaria and tuberculosis are
rapidly being eradicated by the med-
ical programs of PAIGC, while in-
fant mortality has been drastically
reduced. The people of Guinea-Biss-
au, under PAIGC, elected their
first National Assembly in April 1972,
and plan on declaring full indepen-
dence in 1973.

Amilcar Cabral was recognized
throughout the world as one of the
outstanding leaders of Africa today.
In an unprecedented move, he was
invited to speak before the United
Nations as a spokesman for all Af-
rican nationalist movements. His
death is a great loss to Africa and
freedom-loving people around the
world. His murder is, however, a
testimony to the desperation and im-
pending defeat of the Portuguese. As
great a loss as Cabral's death is,
the will and determination of his
people to be free will only be stren-
gthened by it. In 1969, Eduardo
Mondlane, the leader of the libera-
tion front for Mozambique, FRELIMO
was assasinated by a bomb the Por-
tuguese had placed in a book sent to
him. Given the ever increasing suc-
cess that FRELIMO has had since
then, the Portuguese should have
learned their lesson: Killing Cabral
would not bring them victory just as
the killing of Mondlane did not bring
them victory! The love for freedom
lives in all people and cannot be kill-
ed by one person's death. The people
of Guinea-Bissau, like the people of
Vietnam, will inevitably win! They
will be free!

A LUTA CONTINUA!
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!!!

WINTER SOLDIER



PAT
CHENOWETH |[FRAMED

need not prove that Chenoweth intended
o to interfere with national defense in
order to convict him of the charge.
The ramifications of this ruling are
clearly ominous. To top things off,

F Pat's trial is being moved from Trea
sure Island-San Francisco to Subic

: Bay in the Philippines. Now that
might just strike you as being a little
out of line with our right to be tried
in the community in which a 'crime'
was supposed to have been committed
Pat's attorney, Eric Seitz, of the
National Lawyers Guild, remarked o
this, that ''there is no subtlety any
longer. They're clearly out to con-
vict Pat at any cost, only they'd pre-
fer to do it thousands of miles away
where neither the public or the press
can see or do anything about it."

Pat Chenoweth is facing 30 years
in military prison for destruction of
government property and wartime
sabotage. He is accused of dropping a
paint scraper and two large bolts into
the main reduction gear of the USS
Ranger last summer, causing it some
$800, 000 damage and delaying its de-
parture to Vietnam for 4 months. Al-
armed at the increasing acts of resis-
tance, the Navy has singled out Pat as
a scapegoat, hoping to thereby repress
dissent. The truth is that there is not
enough evidence to warrant a courts-
martial, Throughout the armed forces
acts of resistance and sabotage have
become so commonplace as to really
freakout the Brass. GI's discontent
and frustration with the Navy's rep-
ression and racism has sparked inci-
dents all over the world. The Ranger
alone has had some 30 acts of sabotage
from May to September 1972 - many of
which occurred when Pat was not as-
signed tothe ship. Jeffrey Allison was
convicted of setting fire to the USS
Forestal last July, Jack Vaugh is now
charged with arson and sabotage of the
USS Coral Sea, while Cpl. Mike Tippett
is accused of totally destroying two
F-4 Phantoms by placing foreign ob-
jects in their engines. The list of such
incidents is endless. The Navy obvi-
ously hopes that its witch hunts for
saboteurs will solve its problems,
and it isn't going to be too squeamish
about the methods used to get convict-
ions.

Perhaps most importantly, Pat's
attorney will not be able to defend
him if the trial is moved to the Phili-
ppines. It was just four months ago
that the dictator Marcos arrested a
member of the National Lawyers
Guild that was working with the GI
movement in the Philippines. He was
threatened with a 'military trial'
under Philippine martial law, and
eventually deported. Eric won't be
permitted to defend Pat at Subic Bay
and the Navy knows it...that's why
the case is being tried there. '""They
have moved the trial to the one place
in the world where they know I can-
not safely go,' Seitz said. The mov-
ing of the trial sets a precedent that
might allow the government to move
any military, (or civilian!), trial
wherever they wished. Picture the
next political trial, a la Angela Davis
or the Berrigan Brothers, being
held on a Boeing 747 orbiting Guam
or something! Think about it,
brothers and sisters; it's not at all
funny. If we allow Pat to be framed,
we are all in danger. Who is to say

In an unprecedented move, the who their next victim will be? In or-
military courts ruled that the war der to insure our own freedom, we
in Indochina is legal, regardless of the must see that Pat Chenoweth is

lack of a Congressional declaration, FREE!

thus making it possible to charge Pat

with '"sabotage in time of war.'" If

this ruling is upheld, the government FREE PAT! FREE ALL GI'S!

TOR INRO - - CONTALT
PAT CHENOWETY

DEFENSE COMMTTTEE

2325 XEMPTON AVE. oOAXLAND ca.
162-6341

NO, HONEY, NOTHIW 65
WRONG. IT'5 JUST THAT

HARD ALLDRY LONG [
ANP THE FIRST THNG
YOUR FATHER DOES

S SMIEFT

DOONESBURY
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Without the cold and
Bleakness of winter,

The warmth and splendour
of spring

There could never be.

Misfortunes have steeled
and tempered

Me,

And strengthened

My resolve

Even further,

Ho Chi Minh

The wheel of law turns
without pause.

After the rain, good weather.
In the wink of an eye

The universe throws off
its muddy clothes.

For ten thousand miles
the landscape

spreads out like a beautiful brocade
Light breezes, smiling flowers.

High in the trees, amongst
the sparkling leaves

all the birds sing at once.
People and animals rise-up reborn

What could be more natural?
After sorrow, comes happiness.

Ho Chi Minh

THE MONEY PITCH !!

Contrary to popular opinion, it
takes much money to print a good
paper. This paper costs us $500. 00
per issue to print, including the
neato colors.

So, if each one of you readers
of this excellent rag sends us one
measely dollar, we will never have
money troubles in putting out the
paper. Just think, two packets of
cigarettes not smoked, two cans of
beer never sipped, or not eating 4
hot dogs, fries; this terrible sacri-
fice can keep the paper rolling
every month,

Now that you have decided to
make this sacrifice:

____Here is my one dollar($1. 00)
for: WINTER SOLDIER
827 W. Newport,
Chicago, Ill. 60657



OPERATION COUNTY FAIR
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SERVE THE PEOPLE

Operation County Fair has been
voted in by the National Steering Com-
mittee as an ongoing program to pro-
vide medical care for the people of
Bogue Chitto, Alabama; to strengthen
our bonds with 3rd world peoples;
and to create new unity, energy and
direction within VVAW, This pro-
gram is directly related to our 8th
and 10th objectives. The medical
program was initiated last summer
by community people, who had pre-
viously worked on the Poor Peoples'
Campaign of 1968, on a donated 10
acre farm, Most of the people who
will be served are poor, rural blacks
who survive on similar subsistance
farms.

VVAW was asked to participate
shortly after the Miami Republican
Convention. VVAW's role will be to
provide assistance aimed at allowing
the people of this area to control and
provide their own medical services.
The California region is responsible
for immediate administrative affairs
and the Alabama region is to assist
in incorporation, setting up local
staffing and control and create a
means of continued fundings. All
other regions should muster all the
staff, funding and supplies they can.

AIMS

Operation County Fair has four
major aims. The emphasis is being
placed upon the proposed clinic
which will have 3 examination rooms,
2 consultation rooms, 4 bathrooms,
a lab, a pharmacy, a records and
reception room and a waiting and
child care room. All services will

If you wish to donate supplies,

Operation County Fair

1317 14th Ave,

Tuscaloosa, Alabama
35401

be free. A screening team will be
trained to uncover diseases which
normally go untreated locally, among
these are anemia, T, B., ricketts,
parasites and dental problems. A
van-type vechicle will serve as rural
medical transporation to bring help

to patient who can't travel, for
emergencies and as the Screening
teams' transportation. Also, under
the Health Advocates Program,

the advocate would accompany the
patient to make sure treatment was
prompt and proper and that all the
patients rights were respected.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Training sessions for Community
Health Workers have been in progress
since November 22, 1972. Topics
include: How to take a Health Survey;
Environmental Health; Venereal
Disease; How to Take Tests; Farm
Fire Hazards; The Pregnant Woman
and the Newborn Infant; On Nutrition;
Quthouse Construction and Sanitation;
Health Advocacy; and First Aid.
Two registered Nurses from the
Selma area and a VVAW paramedic
have been helping conduct the classes.
35 community members are present-
ly enrolled. Classes are at the
People's Farm in Bogue Chitto.
E.A. Maddox of Selma has been
named Director of the MARTIN LU_
THER KING JR, MEMORIAL CLINIC,
heading up a Board of Directors
drawn from the Bogue Chitto commu-
nity., The Clinic and OPERATION
COUNTY FAIR have been incorpora=
ted as non-profit, volunteer organi-
zations., An Organizational Proposal

Dr,

California Regional VVAW Office

3503 W, Pico
Los Angeles, California 90019

has been written, modeled after the
one donated by the Los Angeles Free
Clinic. A floor plan for the Clinic
has been roughed out and will be
blueprinted as soon as it is finally
approved., OPERATION COUNTY
FAIR has been involved in fund rais-
ing, procurement of medical supplies,
and searching out of volunteer staf-
fing.

NEEDS

Funds are desperately needed for
operating expenses, construction of
the Clinic proper, purchase of a
vehicle, and medical supplies. Dona-
tions of medical supplies are welcome
and needed. We also need staff who
will be willing to work for subsistance
pay and satisfaction (doctors, nurses,
paramedics, dentists, medical and
dental students, friends, etc.). We
would also welcome any helpful advice
or information,

ROLE OF VVAW MEMBERS

VVAW often uses military type
code names to signify actions with
opposite goals. Operation County
Fair was derived from military ter-
minology for limited medical aid pro-
gramscreated in Vietnam and com-=-
bined with political indoctrination.
We all know the horrors of forced re-
location which was the next tactic af-
ter this '""pacification'' plans failure,
This action gives Vietnam Veterans,
especially those with paramedical
training a chance to use their military
training to help and serve instead of
maim and kill. A convoy to help with
actual construction of the clinic is
planned for this Easter.

money or if you need further information contact:

VVAW National Office

827 W. Newport

Chicago, Illinois
60657

WINTER SOLDIER



VIETNAM VETERANS

(The following article was written by the Gainesville 8 Collective. The
article does not contain all the details of the case as that would jepordize
the defense strategy to be used to defeat the bogus charges in court. At
this time, no trial date has been set and apparently may not be set until

the final hearings on pretrial motions,

presently set for April 23-26. In

any case, the trial is still many months and a lot of defense expenditures
away. The origional judge in the case has disqualified himself and has been

replaced by Jndge Arnow.

Judge Arnow has recently ordered a hearing into

the use of illegal wire taps by the government in the Gainesville Conspiracy,
and has ordered the government to reveal the transcripts of any such 'taps'.
As the case develops this paper will cover the progress of the trial.) Ed.

On the 7th of July, 1972, agents
of the F'BI began to serve subpoenas
commanding the appearance of 22
men and 1 woman before a Federal
grand jury in Tallahassee, Florida.
There were two reasons why these
subpoenas were unique. First, all
23 subpoenas were returnable the
same day, at the same hour - 9 AM,
July 10,1972. Second, all were for
one organization: Vietnam Veterans
Against the War.

For the first time, the U.S. gov-
ernment had launched a frontal attack
on VVAW. Prior to this date, the
government seemed to be at a loss in
coping with an organization of anti-
war veterans. There had been attem-
pts to deny that the "hirsute vaga- -
bonds'' were actually veterans, but
we could prove our claim. There
had been harassment arrests, but
not only were we unimpressed with
the power of the police, our numbers
were steadily increasing.

The national steering committee
of VVAW had been making plans to
attend the Republican National Con-
vention. In addition our southern
regions were planning a scenario for
the Democratic National Convention.
Exactly what the government hoped to
gain by holding the grand jury in July
wasn't clear, but as pieces were add-
ed to the puzzle, the government's
intentions became more apparent.

Richard M. Nixon, in an attempt
to make good his campaign promises
of 1968, had to change the character
of the war in Southeast Asia. He
hoped that an escalated air war, cou-
pled with a naval blockade and mining
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VVAW
827 West Newport,
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(312)

60657
935-2129

of North Vietnamese ports, would
bring the Vietnamese to their knees

and force them to accept U, S. terms
at the Paris peace talks. His future

as president seemed to hang on the
war in Vietnam.

Nixon was receiving a message
from the American people he could
not ignore - the war had lost its
appeal! With the leaking of the
Pentagon papers, more and more
Americans were ceasing to be silent
and starting to ask embarrassing
questions about our involvement in
Vietnam.

Richard Nixon is no stranger to
mud-slinging and dirty politics, as
witnessed by his early Congressional
campaigns. The situation in the
Spring of 1972 clearly indicated a need
for desperate measures if Nixon was
to retain the presidency. Two of his
backers, Gordon Liddy and George
McCord, began to organize an espion-
age ring. One target was the suite of
offices in the Watergate apartment
building leased to the Democratic
Party. The other targets of this
strange organization of ex-CIA and
FBI agents are still speculative at
this point, but apparently VVAW was
not beneath the notice of their elabor-
ate spy ring. In May, Carl Bernstein
and Bob Woodward of the Washington
Post quoted Alfred Baldwin as saying
that he had been hired by McCord to
act as a wire tap monitor at the Water-
gate and to infiltrate VVAW for the
purpose of embarrassing the Demo-
crats if the vets demonstrated at the
Republican Convention.

It is possible that the plans of
McCord and Co. included the Demo-

cratic Convention. Without a doubt,
the riots at the 1968 Chicago Conven-
tion affected that election. If a sim-
ilar riot could be rigged at the 1972
Democratic National Convention,
might it not affect the 1972 election?

The 23 people subpoenaed rep-
resented most of the visible leader-
ship of VVAW planning for the actions
at the Democratic Convention. In-
cluded were a national coordinator,
the regional coordinators of Florida, -
Texas, Arkansas, and most of the
chapter coordinators of Florida. The
government might have reasoned that
some type of riot might occur if these
people were detained during the con-
vention.

The grand jury in Tallahassee
coincided exactly with the Democrati¢
Convention. It began July 10th, at
9 AM and released those subpoenaed

T
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at 4:30 PM on July 13th, During this
period the government would not dis-
close the nature of the investigation.
"We're investigating serious violat-
ions of federal law, "' was the only
response when attorneys for the def-
ense pressed the issue.

On the 13th of July, the events of
the case took a bizarre turn. The
Atlanta Constitution had quoted 'in-
formed government sources!' the
day before,under a banner headline
proclaiming "BOMB PLOT AT GOP
CONVENTION PROBED!'" Nonethe-
less, the government prosecutor re-
fused to tell the people before the
grand jury what crimes were under
investigation. The grand jury now
turned its attention to four of the 23
people under subpoenaed. That aft-
ernoon, these four, (John Chambers,
Bruce Horton, Jack Jennings, and
Wayne Beverly), were called before

INESVILLE 8

Judge David L. Middlebrooks for a
contempt hearing, and, after refusing
to hear arguments for the defense,

sent to jail. The other witnesses

were informed by federal marshals
that they were no longer under sub-
poena and were free to leave.

That evening, Stan Michelsen,
one of the subpoenaed and the assis-
tant regional coordinator for Florida,
received a strange phone call threat-
ening the life of Scott Camil. The
caller identified himself as an agent.
Michelsen received a second call a
little later from one of the women at
the house in Tallahassee that was
being used as the defense headquart-
ers. She told him that about 30
agents and police had been to the
house looking for Camil. This was
the first notice VVAW had of the in-
dictments. We learned the next mor-
ning that six people had been indicted.
The six were: Scott Camil, Don
Perdue, and Alton Foss of Florida;
Bill Patterson and John Kniffen of
Texas; and Pete Mahoney of the nat-
ional office of VVAW,

In late October, the grand jury
issued a superceding indictment ag-
ainst John Briggs and Stan Michelsen,
of the Florida regional. The indict-
ments charged that the eight, '"con-
spired to promote, incite and par-
ticipate in a riot'" at the Republican
National Convention in Miami.

The VVAW Gainesville 8 appear-
ed before Judge Middlebrooks on Nov-
ember 6th to plead to the charges
against us. The plea in this case
established the nature of the defense.
We plead 'not guilty' to conspiracy,
but guilty of war crimes in Southeast
Asia; the government was told in no
uncertain terms that we considered
the charges against us to be politically
motivated.

During the last few years we have
seen an increase in the number of
politically motivated grand juries and
conspiracy trials. In Chicago, Seattle
Harrisburg and now Gainesville, the
government has used this tactic ag-

ainst anti-war activists.

The grand jury system was con-
ceived as a device to protect the in-
dividual from over-zealous or mis-
guided public officials, but recently
its purpose has been subverted for
use as an intelligence apparatus for .
a national political police force. Guy
Goodwin, the head of the Special
Litigation Section of the Internal Sec~-
urity Division of the Justice Depart-
ment, has personally supervised 17
of these politically motivated grand
juries, including the one involving the
Gainesville 8. These grand juries
have delivered a total of 105 indict-
ments; but of these indictments only .
two have resulted in convictions, and
in many cases, the government has
declined to prosecute.

The questions asked of witnesses
before these grand juries are very
broad in scope. The government
does not seem interested in any par-
ticular subjects, rather its chief in-
terrogator, Guy Goodwin, attempts to
pump witnesses for any form of infor=-
mation. Goodwin is interested in life
styles, friendships, finances, and
travels of his witnesses. Under him,
the grand jury is purely a fishing
expedition for any and all information,
The information received from the -
grand jury testimony is integrated in
a computer with local, state and fed-
eral reports. Through this network
of information, or socio-graph as it
is called, Goodwin and the federal
agents hope to learn everything poss-
ible about organized dissent in this
country.

The conspiracy indictments are
ideal tools to use against those indiv-
iduals who turn up too often in Good-
win's computer bank. Conspiracy is

a thought crime. No actual crime

or overt act need be committed. The
government need only prove that a
crime was contemplated. Todate,
the government has not won a con-
spiracy case; but perhaps a convic-
tion is not all that important to the
government in the first place,.
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WELL JOHN Q., HOWD

you LIKE THAT FOR
“PEACE WITH HONOR?! "

EDITORIAL:

OUR WORK CONTINUES!

So, you thought the war was over.
With the stroke of a pen, you
thought that the signing of the
Peace Agreement ended over 20
years of American military invol-
vement in Indochina; justified the
slaughter of unimaginable numbers
of Indochinese people; justified the
death of 55, 000 American Gls; and
instantly solved the myriad problems
of life here at home, didn't you!??

Of course you didn't!! And neither
did VVAW. We knew that the US

NOT BAD IF I DO SAY
HEE HEE .... SOAP?

SO MYSELF//

government would someday have to
end its direct military aggression

in Indochina, but we also knew that
the people who run our government,

the Big Money, would never give up LOS ANGELES

so easily their goals of conquest in
Asia, We knew that racism would

men would not end, that veterans'
problems caused by the war would
not end, that the men who refused
to fight still would be jailed or ex-
iled; all this and more we knew.

VVAW clearly sees a future for it-
self. As veterans of the military,

to see that the Peace Agreement is
ference.
their homes, we will fight for our

goals. It is our obligation!

and freedom. We will fight to help

greed,

system has failed to solve. No one
will help us.
their problems and not rely on the

solve these problems is ours. We
have but to take it.

Unity, unity, unity!
Victory, victory, victory!

the National Collective

WINTER SOLDIER
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not end, that the subjugation of wo-

as veterans of Vietnam, we will fight

fully implemented, without US inter-
As hard as the Vietnamese
fought against us as we burned down

We will
fight for our own rights here in our

backyards; the right to health, peace,
our brothers and sisters whose lives

are made miserable by ignorance and

All of us, vets and non-vets, whites
and non-whites, workers and students,
everybody, must continue to unite to

solve the problems that the American

The people must solve

benevolence of big-time politicians
or large corporations. The power to

is the official

Collective on 2 monthly basis from

In the past month police re-
pression, intimidation, and har-
rasment has been directed pri-
marily against members of VVAW.
The increase in police terror tac-
tics coincided with the signing of
the Paris Agreements to end the
war in Vietnam,

It started slowly, with the
people that work in the regional
office being singled out. They
were followed when they left the
office and pulled over by plain-
clothes cops. Bill Hager, the re-
gional coordinator, was hand-
cuffed and held prisoner while the
cops searched for what they said
was '"a large haul of narcotics''.

Kevin McNamara was pulled over,
searched, and told "we're going to
get you fuckers'. I have been
pulled over and searched and held
for warrant checks at least 10
times in recent weeks.

The attacks reached a new
level 2 weeks ago. A house where
3 VVAW members live in No. Hol-
lywood was broken into by over 15
pelicemen without a warrant, The
house was ransacked while the
brothers and 2 female companions
(who also have worked with VVAW)
were held prisoner., Finding
nothing again, the police concocted
a story of finding ''traces' of
marijuana and all 4 were arrested,
even though the women did not live
there!

Almost immediately following
this incident a leaflet that claimed

passed around the areas of Los
Angeles where VVAW is the
strongest. The leaflet accused
many members (especially the
most active) of being narcotics
distributors, stealing money from

Party. This leaflet has been

Finding none, they released Hager.

to be written by an ex-member was

VVAW and Peace Action Council, and
being flunkeys of Progressive Labor

VVAW ATTACKED AGAIN

thoroughly analyzed and is also
attributed to the pathetic idiots of
the LAPD '"red squad''. The men=-
tality of whoever wrote it is so low
that it could only be a super macho
flunkey such as employed by the
LAPD.,

This past Sunday the Los Angeles
Sheriffs, attacked several members
of VVAW outside of a church they
were entering. A meeting had
been called by Black community
organizations to protest the murder
of a 17 year old boy by the Sheriffs.
The boy weighed 125 pounds and was
shot "accidentally'" by a burly cop
who stopped him on the street for
questioning., Upon arriving at the
Church, the VVAW people were
physically attacked by 7 carloads
of Sheriffs. They were beated,
clubbed, and kicked by these savage
beasts before they were asked a
single question. They were then
arrested and taken to jail where
they were again beated and gassed
in their cells. They were forced to
sit in the gas filled, and unventilated
cell for one hour and a half before
being moved to a new cell. Hours
later they were informed that they
were charged with "Failure to
present identification to an officer
on demand.'" One brother was also
charged with possession of marijuana
that was '"found' in his car after
they were hauled away.

It is becoming obvious that the
government thinks that the time is
ripe to destroy VVAW. They feel
that our base of support and unity
will desintegrate now that the war is
supposedly over. But we have news
for these thugs. Their attacks
will only bring us closer together
and increase our struggles to
change the system that allows
gangsters like them to occupy our
communities.

Tom Zangrilli
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1. To demand an immediate cessation of fighting
and the withdrawal of all American troops, planes,
and military and economic aid from Southeast Asis.
We cannot allow one more human being to be killed
in Southeast Asia. We support as a basis for the
cessation of these hostilities the various peace pro-
posals of the People of Southeast Asia or such fu-
ture plans as they develope based upon their right
of self-determination and actual control of their own
destinies.

2. To demand the immediate termination of all other
operations by the United States Government, its a-
gencies, and American business interests that are
designed to supress the rightful struggles for liber-
ation and self-determination of the Peoples of Africa,
Asia, and Latin America. This includes the main-
tenance of dictatorial governemnts, economic domin-
ation, and the theft of the natural resources of other
countries. The United States should make repara-
tions in a program acceptable to the Indochinese for
all of the damage done by the United States.

3. To demand that all active-duty servicemen and
women, Reservists and National Guardsmen be a-
fforded the same rights that are guaranteed by the
United States Constitution and Bill of Rights that are
presently denied by the Uniform Code of Military
Justice. We are appalled that our active-duty GIs
are treated as less than first class citizens. We
endorse the efforts of our active-duty sisters and
brothers in their struggle to democratize the mili-
tary.

4. To support all military personnel refusing to ser-
ve against their consciences in wars at home and a-
broad. We demand that Congress enact legislation
for the immediate repatriation of those brothers and
sisters who are in prison or in self-exile by reason
of their refusal to serve in the military. It must
also involve an end to all repression and a freeing of
all political prisoners.

5. To demand there be no distinctions as to types of
discharges and that a single type of discharge be is-
sued, and that this be retroactive. We also demand
all veterans recieve all rights and benefits under the
VA; and that compensation for disabilities be based
solely upon the degree of disability for veterans and
their famalies, without regard to sex, race, rank,
or length of service.

6. To make clear that the United States has never
undertaken an extensive, open investigation of Amer-
ican war crimes in Indochina, In its war in Indochina,
the principles of Neuremburg have been violated. As
active-duty and former GIs we recognize the respon-
sibility and guilt of the individual soldier to refrain
from committing war crimes. We also recognize

that the responsibility and guilt of war crimes com-
mitted in the name of America lies with our policy
makers at all levels.

VIETNAM VETERANS
AGAINST THE WAR

OBJECTIVES

7. Resolved to fight racism, to show Americans

that our society is permeated by racism, which man-
ipulates whites into viewing non-whites as inferior

or less than human. This racism pushes Third
World People through inferior schools to inferior
jobs and into combat arms. Thus Third World People
are sent off to die in disproportionately high numbers
as we kill Asians indiscriminately. We also demand
the US military recognize its complicity in America's
domestic and international racism.

8. Resolved to fight sexism, to show that sexism
plays a major part in promoting war. We must show
Americans our society is permeated by sexism, which
forces an inferior status upon women, reducing them
to subservient sexual objects, and which robs both
men and women of their natural growth. This insti-
tutionalized sexism channels women into unfulfilling
lower paying jobs which are servile in nature and
purpose; it exploits their bodies foe sex and profit;
and it degrades and dehumanizes them by a double
standard of morality wholly depenident on the myth of
male supremacy. This sexism is exploited by the
military, officially defining servicewomen as subor-
dinate and thoroughly subjugating them to servile
work and the role of a sexual object. We resolve tc
fight sexism within our society, within our own organ
ization and within our selves.

9. To support the democratic right of Americans to
unionize and strike to protect their income and safe-
guard their employment. We consider all legislation
designed to suppress these rights, including manda-
tory arbitration, to be illegal, and not in the interests
of the American working people. We also demand full
employment for all Americans, including free educa-
tional and vocational training for all who need or want
it. We refuse to participate in the efforts being made
to separate us from other working people, making.

veterans enemies by giving us the charade of employ-
ment priority. We condemn this as a method of
encouraging enlistment by the false promise of
employment after service. We also condemn the use
of active-duty GIs, Reservists, and National Guards-
men as strikebreakers.

10. To dedicate ourselves to these principles and
objectives which directly relate to the imperialist
suppression of the People of the World by the
United States government. We understand this war
is imperialist in origin and affirm that the member-
ship of VVAW is not only concerned with ending this
war, but with changing the domestice, social, po-
litical and economic institutions that have caused
and perpetuated its continuance.

WINTER SOLDIER




ACQUITAL ~RETRIAL

GARY LAWTON:

Political repression has become a
part of the American way of life.
Everyday, brothers and sisters are
being railroaded into prison for polit-
ical activity by a racist, repressive
judicial system. White America has
largely been oblivious to political
repression, and it's institutionalized
counterpart - racism, as they have
both been mainly directed at the var-
ious 3rd World communities of the
US- black, brown, red, and yellow.
But as all people of this country are
being subjected to a steady loss of
political freedom and civil rights, it
becomes increasingly important that
mid-America awakes to the threat
this poses, and at the same time un-
derstands how racism is an integral
part of the process. VVAW sees how
racism and repression, two heads of
the same coin, are blatantly demon-
strated in the case of VVAW brother
Gary Lawton.

Gary Lawton, along with Nehe-
miah Jackson and Larrie Gardner, is
charged with the April 2nd, 1971 slay-
ing of two Riverside, California po-
lice officers. To anyone possessing
the slightest objectivity, it is clear
that the primary purpose of the case
is the political repression of River-
side's black community. Arrested,
denied bail, and finally brought to
trial in September, 1972, the case of
these three men ended in a mistrial
on February 16, 1973. It was the long-
est criminal trial in the history of
Riverside and San Bernardino counties
As the presiding judge, Warren E,
Slaughter, refused the defendants
bail, they have already spent an in-
credible length of time in jail: Gary
has been in jail for 22 months-
Nehemiah and Larrie for 16.

Now the trial must start all
over again where it began six
months ago. Pretrial motions
are set for mid-March. There
the defense will again have to
seek motions for a change of
venue, voire dire the jury, and
most importantly, try to get bail
set. There is a very good chance
that the defendants can be forced
to spend another two years in
jail., Already, from his 22 months
in jail, Gary is suffering from a
seriously strepped throat and has
been spitting up blood. While the
prison doctor says he should be
taken to the dispensary, the police
refuse. Both Gary and Larrie
are regularly being harrassed by
the police while they are in jail.
As these men have yet to be con-
victed of any crime, how is it
that they can be jailed so long
under such inhumane conditions?

VVAW feels that the answer can
be understood only by first under-
standing the repressive, racist
enviroment that the black comm-
unity of Riverside lives in.

While the city fathers of River-
side would have us believe that its
race relations were a model of har-
mony, Riverside, like all U.S.
cities, treats its minority groups
as anything but 1lst class citizens.
Tension in the black community
dramatically increased in March
1971, when a black man, William
Palmer was shot, according to
police, while resisting arrest.
According to community residents
he was shot in the back while walk-
ing away from the police. With
community feelings running very
high, things came to a head on
April 2nd, when two white police
officers were killed in what police
labeled an ""ambush slaying.' This
incident took place in the Bordwell
Park area, the scene of previous
racial turmoil in Riverside.

With the press, the police tried
to play down any connections bet-
ween the killings and racial tension
in Riverside. The RPD did not ex-
hibit the same concern in River-
side's black community however.
The entire 185 man force was put

on alert; all days off and leaves
were cancelled. Then followed
what community residents des-
cribed as a reign of terror.
Roadblocks were set up all around
the community. Blacks were indis-
criminately stopped, searched and
questioned. At one point, police
broke into a community church
while services were going on.
They rounded up the entire congre-
gation, scared the children half to
death, and searched everybody for
weapons.

To maintain Riverside's reputat-
ion of being a 'trouble-free' city,
the killers would have to be caught.
As the search dragged on, however,
no suspects could be found. Thus,
the decision was made to manufact-
ure one., At this point, the investig-
ation suddenly pointed to Gary Lawton
Gary, an ex-marine and self-employ-
ed maintenance man, had long been
regarded as one of Riverside's
""chief black militants' for his work
in community organizations. He was
thus a major thorn in the side of the
city's local authorities, Unable to
locate the real killers, Gary Lawton
was picked as the next best thing:
the man the city would most like to
have out of the way. The police then
rounded out their case by arresting
Neheniah Jackson and Larrie Gardner
None of these three men knew each
other before they were arrested.

As Kafka-esque as this seems,
it actually occurred. These men
were arrested and charged with the

crime without there being the slight-
est bit of valid evidence. The truth
of this statement is fully borne out
in the testimony of the trial. One
witness, a niece of a Riverside pol-
iceman, testified that she saw the
killers, and that Gary Lawton was
not one of them. Another witness,

a woman that lived across the street
from Gary's home, testified that she
heard some shots, went outside, and
observed Gary working on his car at
the exact time the murders were
committed. She also testified that
as an old woman,. she was not friend-
ly with the young Lawton couple.

The prosecution on the other hand
produced no evidence to link Gary
with the murders. Thus the all
white jury initially returned a verd-
ict of 10-2 for acquittal. Not satis-
fied with that, Judge Slaughter order-
ed them to go back and return an-
other verdict. After being held in-
communicado for 14 straight days,
the jury still voted 9-3 for acquittal.
The trial had proven conclusively
that the prosecution did not in fact
have a case; but that it seems-didn't
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matter very much.

Although he had the option to
drop the case, Riverside District
Attorney, Byron Morton, said the
verdict ''didn't carry too much
influence in the decision to repro-
secute. This is a pretty important
case...'" Morton's reasoning is
difficult to understand when one
realizes that the verdict of 9-3
had come from an all white jury
in a very racially prejudiced comm-
unity., This jury had not only been
concerned that the police would go
to such lengths to frame innocent
men, but also that the police would
harass and intimidate the black
community at large. One juror
said that 'these were defintélythe
wrong men. ' Another juror said
that '"they should never have been
brought to trial,"

Y

an

The trial of Gary Lawton stands
as a symbol of much of what's wrong
with the U.S. today. Rather than
solve the pressing problems facing
our society - poverty, poor medical
care, poor educational institutions,
unemployment, drug abuse - the de-
cision has been made to suppress
the political protest and dissent that
these problems inevitably produce.
Just as this is the case in Riverside,

California, so is it the case throughout

the U. S.A.. Gary Lawton stands as a
symbol of that political dissent.

job market or wherever, is used as
the grease on the wheels of political
repression of 3rd World communities.
Gary Lawton stands as a symbol of
resistance to that racism.

In the city's attempt to convict
them, the 'impartial' trial given
Gary, Nehemiah and Larrie has so
far cost the taxpayers of Riverside
almost two million dollars. Fortu-
nately it hasn't so far been able to
buy a conviction. The defense, as
opposed to the prosecution, has only
spent a total of $25, 000. They are
some $3, 000 in debt and will need a
minimum of another $10, 000 to finish
the second trial, THE DEFENSE
REALLY NEEDS OUR HELP! At the
moment Gary Lawton does not have a
lawyer. Among other reasons, his

@ lawyer quit because of the horrible

The blatant attempts by the court
to convict the defendants, with or
without a fair trial, have been nothing

short of incredible. Wives and fam-
ilies of Riverside's police officers
have stacked the courtroom everyday.
They were allowed to enter the court-
room before anyone else, including
reporters and defendants' supporters
that attended the trial.
ordered from the courtroom for not
sitting up in her seat properly. The
Rev. Al Dortch of SCLC was thrown
out of court for yawning. VVAW
member Ron Kovic's appearance in
court moved Judge Slaughter to say,
"I know who that vet is and I don't
want him falling out of his wheelchair
and claiming police brutality.'" And
they say it can't happen here!

One sister was

financial situation. If you can help,
send contributions to the RIVERSIDE
POLITICAL PRISONERS DEFENSE
COMMITTEE, PO BOX 5154, SAN
BERNARDINO, CALIF. 92412.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE
TO DEFEND VVAW

827 W. Newport,
Chicago, Illinois 60657

FREE GARY LAWTON!
ALL! SAY ON!!!!!

FREE US
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Racial
prejudice, whether in the court system,

Continued
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page 77 )
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ating a split between draft and milit-
ary resisters that cannot be allowed
to develop.

We as a veterans organization
must be heard in order that the Nix-
on myth of dishonor to Vietnam vet-
erans be cast aside. We, who were
used by the military, who were vic-
tims of US policy in Vietnam, recog-
nize that we went to Vietnam and blind
ly obeyed, never questioning the mo-
tives of our government. But when
we returned home and realized what
we had done, we were horrorfied and
we came to recognize that the policies
of the President were criminal.

Some recognized the criminality
of the war in Indochina, and left the
military understanding the consequen-
ces of their acts. These are the Ame
ican war heros, and yet they will not
recieve the Fords and vacations.
They are not even allowed to come
back to this country. They acted in
conscience whereas Nixon has acted

in a manner not unlike the leaders

of Nazi Germany, who were prosecu-
ted bir the US. Johnson, Nixon and
their lieutenants, are as guilty of -
war crimes as the Nazis in Germany
or Gen. Yamashita in the Philippines

¥

“The government ought to be asking US for amnesty.’

Nixon said during his Feb. 1lst

press conference, '""Amnesty means

forgiveness. We cannot provide for-
giveness...Those who deserted must
pay the price...The price is a crim-
inal penalty for disobeying the laws
of the United States.' In this we fully
concur. But the criminals are not the
war resisters. They broke no laws.
The laws were broken by the policy
makers who are now breaking the a-
greements on ending the War in Viet-
nam, and who continue to bomb in
Laos and Cambodia.

We as an organization of veterans
must join with the war resisters in

condemning the policies of the United
States in Indochina and call for univer
sal, unconditional amnesty for all
war resisters. VVAW and the war re-
sisters must work together to expose
the lies of the Nixon policy on Indo-
china and amnesty. The government
used us once - it will never do so
again!
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°0OWs IN EXILE

The return of the POWs has cap-
tured the headlines of newspapers a-
cross the country. They focus on the
healthy returnees and their statement,
""God Bless America and the Comman-
der-in-Chief. ' Pictures flash at us of
families being reunited with the pilots
detained in Vietnam for their part in
the terror bombing of Vietnam. They
are being given new Fords and Florida
vacations as rewards for saving the
'honor' of the American government.

There is another group of POWs
that has not yet returned home, nor
are they likely to do so in the near
future. These are the draft resisters
and the self-retired veterans. It is
Nixon's position that these exiles have
deserted the country and that to give
amnesty to them is to dishonor the
POWs, the veterans of Vietnam, and
most of all, to dishonor the memory
of the American soldiers who died in
Indochina. Once again, the adminis-
tration is playing on our sympathies
for American dead to defend its po-
sition on amnesty, and in the process,
thereby justify the war.

To understand whether or not war
resisters should be given amnesty is
to look at the history of the US mili-
tary in Indochina. The introduction of
American servicemen and material
into Vietnam has been by Presidential
decree only. Presidents Johnson and
Nixon have conducted the war in South-
east Asia without the consent of Con-
gress; a violation of the US Constitu-
tion. Therefore, the US has been il-
legally conducting a war in Indochina.

In addition to illegal entry, the US
has violated the Geneva accords of
1954 and 1962, the International Rules
of War, and the Nuremburg principles
that were set by the US government
after World War II when it tried Nazi
policy makers. In truth, the US gov-
ernment is guilty of flagrant viola-
tions of both US and international law
in Indochina.

The war resisters correctly came
to the conclusion that they could not
take part in the genocidal war in In-
dochina. This decision now finds them
in exile. They do not number, as
Nixon would have us believe, only a
few hundred. There are some 60-100,
000 exiles in Canada, an estimated
200, 000 in jails or underground in the
US, and several thousand in Europe.
There are also over 500, 000 Vietnam-

era veterans who have recieved less
than honorable discharges as a result
of their anti-war sentiment or because
of the racist, oppressive conditions
that are part of the military.

It became imperative to put the
policy of the US government towards
amnesty in its proper perspective. A
conference was called for Feb. 18-21
in Paris. It would bring together
exiles, veterans and Gls to discuss
and recommend a program to inform
Americans of the nature of the Viet-
nam war and its relation to war re-
sisters. The results of this meeting
would have marked the beginning of an
international effort by Americans to
work for unconditional amnesty for
war resisters.

Obviously, the US government
found that this conference would pose
a threat to their policy on amnesty.
Accordingly, the US formally 'advised'
the French Interior Ministry "'that
their policy of neutrality should in-
clude forbidding manifestations of this
sort.' Three groups were particular-
ly banned from conducting any politi-
cal activity pertaining to this confer-
ence: AMEX, SCEF, and VVAW were
threatened with up to one year in jail
or deportation. In spite of this ban,

VVAW did meet with the exiles. A
series ot intormal gatherings were

held in which we drew up a statement

not unlike one that would have been
written had the conference taken place,

The statement calls for universal,
unconditional amnesty for all draft
resisters in exile or underground in
the US; for all people who are or have
been in civilian and military prisons,
or who are sought for prosecution
because of their opposition to the war;
and for the more than 500, 000 veter-
ans with less than honorable dischar-
ges.

There have been indications that
the administration may at some point
offer amnesty with alternative service
for draft resisters. This is totally
unacceptable. Offering this type of
amnesty would place the draft resist-
ers in the position of submitting them-
selves to the Nixon position that they
are guilty of a crime, although no
crime has been committed. We also
have to recognize that in general,
draft resisters tend to come from a
more priviledged background than do
military resisters. Social conditions
in America make the military seem
a haven from government that is un-
responsive to the needs of poor and
Third World people. Whether to serve
in the military or not is generally a
priviledge of men who have options
open to them. This does not in any
way downgrade the decisions of those
who chose to resist the drsft, but
rather points out the alternatives open
to them that are not readily available
to people who chose to resist in the
military, By offering partial amnesty,
the government would succeed in cre-
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REGIONAL OFFICES

WASHINGTON-ALASKA
Paul Davis

2310 Kauffman
Vancouver, Wash. 98660

206-696-1430

OREGON

Allen Tlusty

525 E. 11th St.
Eugene, Ore. 97401

CALIFORNIA-NEVADA
VVAW

3503 W. Pico Blvd,

Los Angeles, Calif, 90019
213-734-2136

NEW MEXICO-ARIZONA
Kris Kristenson

P,0O., Box 461

Placitas, New Mexico 87043
505-867-2812

COLORADO-WYOMING-UTAH
VVAW

847 E. Colfax-Room 101
Denver, Colo., 80218
303-255-1006

IDAHO-MONTANA
Travis Opdyke

100 Main St.
Boise, Idaho 83702

KANSAS-WESTERN MISSOURI
VVAW

2401 W, 25th St. #3B7
Lawrence, Kansas 66044
913-842-2981

SOUTHERN ILL, -EASTERN MO

TEXAS

John Kniffin

c/o P,O, Box 13179
Gainesville, Fla 32601

LOUISIANA

Bill Gunter

P,.0O. Box 849-LSU-NO Lakefront
New Orleans, La, 70122
504-288-7832

ALABAMA-MISSISSIPPI

VVAW

716 Geyer

St. Louis, Mo, 63104
314-621-5860

NORTHERN ILLINOIS-IOWA
Joe Petzel

827 W.Newport

Chicago, Ill. 60657
312-935-2129

Frank Angarola

314 16th St. E.
Tuscaloosa, Ala, 34501
205-345-6773

FLORIDA

Scott Camil

P,O, Box 13179
Gainesville, Fla 32601
904-378-0774

N, CAROLINA-S, CAROLINA
Don Pennington

114 Circle Drive
Jacksonville, N, C, 28540

WASHINGTON D, C, -VIRGINIA-
EASTERN MARYLAND

Tim Butz

1725 17th St. NW

Washington D, C, 20009
202-387-3958

MICHIGAN

Ron McClelland

P.O, Box 1504

East Lansing, Mich 48823
517-351-3045

OHIO-INDIANA-KENTUCKY
Gary Staiger

P.0. Box 1625

Dayton, Ohio 45401
513-274-3171

WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA
John Lindquist

2439 N. Fratney
Milwaukee, Wisc., 53212
414-562-9371

WEST. PENNSYLVANIA-WEST

VIRGINIA-WESTERN MARYLAND

Dan Spenda

643 Melwood Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213
412-683-4038

EAST, PENNSYLVANIA-DELA,

SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY
Greg Doll

106 S. 13th St.

Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

215-546-2428

NEW YORK-NORTH, NEW JERSEY
Ray Winters

135 Fayette Ave.

Buffalo, N, Y, 14223

716-837-8687

CONNECTICUT-RHODE ISLAND
VVAW

P,0O, Box 24

Guilford, Conn 06437
203-453-3312

NEW ENGLAND

VVAW

550 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, Mass 02139
617=-354-9772

NATIONAL OFFICE
827 W. Newport
Chicago, Ill 60657
312-935-2129

NOSCAM (GI OFFICE)
See Ohio-Indiana-Kentucky

GAINESVILLE DEFENSE COMM,
See Florida

GARY LAWTON DEFENSE COMM,
c/o RPPDC
P.0O, Box 5154

San Bernardino, Calif 92412

OPERATION COUNTY FAIR
ee Alabama-Missigsippi

WINTER SOLDIER
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