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From the Men Who Brought You Beirut & Sky Wars

IRANSCAM-CONTRAGATE

everyone knows, in the then National Security ident Reagan, to sell U.S. passing of Ayatollah
recent months a tremendous Council chief admiral John arms to Iran. The President Khomeini.
scandal has broken out over Poindexter, and Lt Col Oli- claims this was done to gain Few believe this ex-
Iran/Contragate. Former Na- ver North, also of the NSC, support of "moderate" ele- planation. Most people as-
tional Security Council arranged, with the know- ments in the Iranian govern- sume Reagan was trying to

Chief Robert McFarlane, and ledge and approval of Pres- ment in anticipation of the buy the freedom of U.S. hos-

- - tages being held in Lebanon

in time for the mid-term

elections. Reagan was be-

binnine to 1look like a wimp

because of his inability to

free these hostages. What

followed was an open bribe

to the 1Iranaians, a bribe

that former Iran specialist

o & B ! _ for President Carter, Gary

- . : ) Sick, estimates at about

o 5000 tons of weapons worth

AFRIOA NOT NmRAGUﬁ about $500 to $1000 million
s over two years.

There are a couple of

' / o § " o, points here. First, after
" u E o - screaming for years that the
VET” - Iranaians are i evil

maniacs,

M VETERANS AGA'"ST THE “AR b, i terrorists, and that on

mmmm 8 JUSTICE SINCE 197 St bt a

xyﬁl 4 { ... o !!!l!l ‘=t,(l'l¢’Fii'
L B vy = Australia

‘NAM VET
- SURFACES

Vietnam veteran, not
heard from for the last 17

years, has surfaced in the

New South Wales state in

‘ . Australia. Douglas Beane, a

Chicago chapter of VVAW marches in the October 25 actions for cook in the U.S. Marine
Peace,Jobs and Justice. Photo byMahmood Nadia. Corps in Vietnam, was dis-

covered when he applied at

the U.S. Embassy for a visa
to visit his father 1in the
U.s. Beane had left the
Marines in Vietnam when he
escaped from a prison hos-
pital where he was awaiting
court martial for desertion.

According to The Sun-

Herald, a New South Wales

By contributing so, we hope to the author, at the time'rekindle ideals we once newspaper, Beane has a total
in some small way to remem- director of Casa Oscar Ro- thought were lost. We are of 9 children in Australia;
ber Pastor Andre' Trocme' of mero in San Benito, TX. challenged by the examples he recently married the mo-
La Chambon, France, who of people who confronted in- ther of two of the children.
shielded and saved hundreds To remember, to put to- humanity with their compas- several years ago he inform-
of Jewish children, stran- gether the 3jagged, incom- S1Onate action. By acknow- ed  Australian emmigration

gers to his village, from plete pieces of an obscured 1©d9ing the choices made by authorities about his sta-
the Vichy authorities and reality and have it mean Men and women nearly half a tus, but the government did

the occupying Germans in the something, has today become C€€Rtury ago, we gain a pot inform U.S. officials.
early 1940's.... a subversive activity in Clearer perspective of the Recently Beane had been
--From a March 1984 letter America. By remembering, we gh01§§s that people active granted residency status in
. in € sanctuary movement Australia. That, lus the
Vietnam Veterans Nonprofit nization are making today. passage of 17 yea?s, had
Against the War us P MGE In Tucson, Arizona, men made him believe he could
National Qffice and women, found guilty by a safely apply for a visa from
o BOX 408594 P tm Jury.on 18 Count; O? trans- U.S. authorities; instead
Chlcago,ll. 60640 erm: .1425 porting 1illegal immigrants, they promptly sought him out
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED conspiracy, and related and had him arrested. He is

charges, face sentencing. pow out on bail.

erated heated arguments in petter adventure than Rambo
the courtroom and wide de- ever approached' He landed

bate throughout the country.
Please Turn To page 3 Please Turn To page |5
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Who Are We, Who Can Join

VIETNAM VETERANS

AGAINST THE WAR

H DATE i :
A Mathnal Vetera_ns e ettt L shal\}vbe Vietnam Veterans Against
Organization Recognized N TELEPHONE msWay. . ,
as Tax Deductible. T T T s e e e e e ———_— 2. Membership in the organization
Vietnam Veterans Against the War began is open to all veterans (regardless
in 1967 to join the ranks of those who want= ADDRESS of discharge) and to non-veterans
ed an end to U.,S. involvement in Indochina. o 0 o 0 0 0 1 & & o 4 s = s 0 O @ @ S 2 - interested in joining together to
Basic principles of the organization have : )
continued ever since: we have fought CITY STATE 21p build a veterans rno?remel-nt. Vﬂ_ule
against unjust wars, whether the U.S, in- D S — - VVAW is made up primarily of Viet-
vasion of Indochina or, potentially, El Sal- DATES OF ; nam and Vietnam-era veterans and
vador, or the USSR's invasion of Afghani- SERVICE B ; ) 7 : L
stan. We have supported, by whatever ......_._.-......._.._.._._._.R_A.N.EI.{_._._._.._.ILN?E-— i . e their families, the organization al
means were possible, those who are fight- so welcomes veterans from other
ing for their own liberation we have . eras and non-veterans.
; wi srans of all eras in fighting OVERSEAS DUTY DATES ; .
Stéwc-d{rt':l—;ftf-rre1n—ie: Il‘r{;\: |~§;.f1m21f-_rf? "“'—"""'—-—----—-—-—-—-—.-—._._._._.1._.-................._._ 3. Membership re juirements in-
: ; ' . clude filling out a membership form,
MILITARY OCCUPATION RANK paying the $5 initiation fee and: $1
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Fighting for Veterans, Peace, & Justice since 1967

THE VETERAN

= VW

- e N W W W,

BY-LAWS
OF VVAW

1. The name of the organization

monthly dues to the national office.

VVAW welcomes all people who want to join together to build a fighting veterans®
organization. Although the majority of our members are vets of the Vietnam-era,
we want all veterans of all ages--as well as interested non-vets--to join to

Other requirements, not in conflict
with national requirements, may be

r that the Vete

k for an
and recognized

soning,

Syn
Jroug
traumati
me") as

tently stood with the

especially
Vietnam a
times this has
with the "tra
While they ha

yoge o may consist of phone calls to the
chapter representatives if neces-
:flf 4 Sary-

draft
defense expenditures, welcomed
"bad" discharges the organizat
fought to get the « 2 system dropped

used once by the governm
porate backers, and the

memories of the war often ravaging our
minds, no jobs, and all the multitude of
other problems Vietnam vets often face.
We do not intend to see our children go
through the same thing in the next war
for somebody else's profit!

Vietnam Veterans Against the War Milwaukee, WI 53212 This 12-page pamphlet, the building of local chapters, and
printed with a Spanish section, provide input from chapters into
NATIONAL | is designed to inform young the nat?culqal office. .
COORDINATORS T'SH’RTS people, parents and teachers 8. Policies, programs and positions
N = . about the military service-- of VVAW nationally will, as much as
Bill Dav;s Bms ; possible, be decided at national
(312) 386-1413 the tmt\;}l&a?t the recruiting ads. meetings. If that is not possible,
with the VVAW such decisions will be made by the
fB;;,ryaZR??:;sso insignia in three colors: Box 74, Van Brunt Sta. National Steering Committee or, in
T-shirts: $7.50 (specify Brooklyn, NY 11215 emergencies, by the National Of-
Peter Zastrow size--small, medium, 50¢ postpaid ficd.
{312, 261-32473 large, or x-large)
John ‘.il'dq‘list Buttons: $1.00

(414) 963-0398
SUSTAINERS

—— | would like to become part of
the menthly sustaimer program. | will
contribute i amonth. This

includes a subscription to the VETERAN. _ the organization, for people interested in supporting
CONTRIBUTIONS VIETNAM. pove 7 T pevee what VVAW has done (and is Stll]i ii)cugg) foz_‘lll:hi klast]': 20
Iwould like to contribute years. Our 20thar_m1ver$ary celebration wi ake place
te building YVAW and the VETERAN. “I" THE VETERAN 1n Chicago; the high point will be a dinner on Satur-
. - Vietnam Veterans Against the War TS da June 13th 1987 .
butions toV VAW are Recognized Y '
by the 18 ee TAX DEDUCTIBLE |1 '
S SR s To help us make plans as well as possible we need a
P. o' Box 408594 be interested.

Chicago,IL 60640
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All Rights Reserved.

Don’t Sit Back-
Fight Back !

build the vets' struggle.
of the organization, and
a $5 initiation fee.
VVAW is a democratic organization.
programs under the general guidelines of the
local leadership and representatives to

These coordinators are responsible for
national newspaper, THE VETERAN.

Membership requirements are participation in the life
payment of $1 per month to the national organization with

Chapters decide on local projects and

national program. Chapters elect

the National Steering Committee meetings
where major organizational decisions are made and national coordinators elected.

day-to-day leadership and publish the
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BUMPER STICKERS

$1.00 each (Plus Postage)

"I'm a Vietnam Veteran"
or
"Vietnam Service Medal”

4" x 14", Long Lasting Vinyl
Order from:

VVAW: Milwaukee Chapter
3433 N. Fratney St.

Signature

T P B e e P B W W S N

MILITARY SERVICE
Choice

or Chance?

An Information Packet for Students,
Parents and Faculty

VVAW PAMPHLET

W W W NN

added by local chapters.

4. Local VVAW chapters will de -
cide on their own chapter struc-
ture, by-laws and dues. Chapters
will, to the best of their ability,
work on the national programs of
VVAW plus whatever local cam-
paigns they decide on which are
not in opposition to national pro-
grams.,

5. National meetings of the organ-
ization, open to all members, will
be held at least once yearly. A
National Steering Committee, made
up of the national officers, the re-
gional officers, & an elected repre-
sentative from each chapter shall
meet as necessary. Such meetings

6. National officers are elected

at national meetings for a period

of a year. They are responsible

for the day-to-day operation of

the organization, for speaking on
behalf of the national organization,
and for the publication and content
of THE VETERAN and "The Guidon."
7. Regional coordinators, as need-
ed will be elected at national meet-
ings to serve 1 year terms; region-
al coordinators will facilitate and
coordinate regional activities, aid

Any of the above can be ordered
from the VVAW National Office,

the unique point of view of
Vietnam Veterans.

12 Issues $6

Institutions$ 15
P.O. Box 408594

of interest.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
ATTENDING VVAW’S 20th
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

We are looking for old-time VVAW members, for friends of

might to

IL 60640.

sense of how many people might
think you come for the dinner or the weekend,
please take the time to fill out the form below and send
it to the VVAW National Office P.O.
This is not a reservation,

We'll be in touch later.

I am interested in coming to VVAW's 20th anniversary.

If you

Box 408594, Chicago,
just an expression

for someone who can come.

interested.

Name
® A publication of Vietnam Address
Veterans Against the War . )
State Z1i
The Veteran covers Internation- City P
al and Domestic issues from I can't come, but I'd like to contribute to help pay

Comments, or names and addresses of people who

might be

Chicago, IL 60640
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE SANCTUARY CHALLENGE

State vepartment, Border ra- as the Caribbean Basin Ini- iagtimonies of those wh R . 5
trol, and Immigration and tiative, will continue to have stayed benind to strug— l?ES u:;;CrS§ gggazge tg
Naturalikatlon Service offi- promote stability and pro- qle h e offer ia an
: 7 ope disa : : =
cials have intentionally gress in the region. The men gie' Pe., 1sappear, and protection to children, wi
blurred the distinction be- and women of the sanctuary dows, and the strangers in
tween economic migrants and movement seek to help refu- our land. o
refugees, blanketing all un- gees fleeing persecution and And so now the Presi- As these communities of
documentad persons with the to keep open that window on dent’'s entire vision of faith émalﬂly . Erotesiaqt
"i lien" Central America. It is this Central America 1is being ¢oOngregations, u 1nclud-=
illegal alien label and ing e Gabhat o

charging that the sanctuary
movemant in fact exploits
refugees and "hides them
away from the benefits of
our laws and uses their suf-
fering in a domestic politi-

parishes, and Quaker meet-
ings) learn more about both
the suffering and hope that
co-exist in Central America
and the role our country has
played--"episodes of intense

cal debate" (As Elliott Ab- U.S. involvement intersper-
rams, Assistant Secretary sed with periods of U.S. ne-
for Inter-American Affairs, lect " _g s James Miéﬁél in
put it.) As misdirected as ;] o :

fine historical shorthand--
some will eventually vote to
declare themselves a sanc-
tuary for Central American
refugees. Whether or not
they reach that point may not
be as important as whether
they at 1least grapple with
the moral issues inherent in
the concept of sanctuary.
Jim Corbett, recently ac-
quitted in the Tucson trial,
writes, "Whenever a congre-
gation that proclaims the
prophetic faith abandons the
poor and pers=cuted to or-
ganized opprassion, its un-
faithfulness darkens the way
for all humankind. &and when
it stands as a community's

these charges may be, they
have been remarkably suc-
cessful in intimidating peo-
ple in general and church
bodies in particular. In
some circles, the word
"sanctuary" has become a
loaded term, the way "jus-
tice" has 1in El Salvador:
it's simply not mentioned
because of 1its anti-estab-
lishment connotation.

What 1is it about the
sanctuary movement that
causes it to be perceived by
the government as such a
threat?

For one thing, it frus-
trates the attempts by the
Executive Branch for "con-

s £ : 1- bulwark against state
; 38" o our Tereldn po violations of human rights,
icy 1n antral_Amerlca. In it lights the way." This
a speech in April Deputy As- seems  straightforward e-
sistant Secretary for Inter- nough Bik. the need to go

American Affairs, James Mi-
chel noted, "There ar=, of
course, still some who deny
that positive, worthwhile
change 1is occurring in El
Salvador, Honduras or Guat-
emala or who assert that the
U.S. 1is supporting repres-
sive oligarchies 1in those
countries and is so obsessed
with anticommunism that it
focuses only on military so-

from an awareness of injus-
tice to a collective, com-
passionate response is a
transformation that must
torment many people even as
it finds realization in com-
parably few. The challenge
of sanctuary falls squarely
at the feet of our communi-
ties of faith. Should these
communities be resentful--or
thankful--to Central Ameri-

éutions." Michel can only cans and to the sanctuary

e accused of understate- - NI 5
men he e

hatit bora: And yek e movement for t challeng

"to light the way"?
Today we are confronted
by a malefic vision in Cen-

touches on a primary feature
of the debate about sanctu-

ary: Who shall define Cen- : ; _ O N W P i ; . ;
trgl American reality? When N v o N I& ‘a$muMﬁ:a trail Amerlsa.h "Low lgtep51—
. > - = =41 s T L -

refugees from the countries hé{'?‘{”"ﬂr_e ty warfgre there 1s design
: : UOYADL i Ncardguan, ed to 1impose our political,
Michel mentions come to us Energy Institute worker, eooncHiie and military will

bearing scars and sharing Francisco Borge, killed 2 .o ; ¥ WL
their histories they open a by contras outside in the region with a mini-

Nueva Guinea. mum of outrage from the
folks here at home. It's de-
signed to build consensus.

window through which we are
able to view the often ob- . : .

st insistence w -
scureddssss rzalities of Ry ce on drawing a con

: nection between the large
their homelands. When what - ; -
they tell us if corraborated ?ﬁmgaiscginsint;:é :Ezrégan
by non-governmental human Y e

: : drons of state-sponsored
]
rights groups, comite's of _ ;o - o from which they've
relatives of the disappear- ¢y 4 ipoe disturbs the ar-
ed, international human

: - : chitects of noli i
rights organizations, and, ; - €y 1n
; the region. Consensus is
at times, even our own em— _. .. not possible when the
bassy staffs, we become duly >-TPY P

guestioned. Do we really

REe But some people have not
expect that more military . . i
aid to the Nicaraguan Con- lost their capacity to re

tras, for example, will nenber, Their SHUERQE ghea
hasten the advent of sta- beyond Sa3ying "never again"
bility in Central America? to the violent excesses of

s this prepostarous, dead- fhe PISt generation.” ey
ly vision is being question- 9 B

ed, something else, a second ilgglihziisog ego;ngeggliaio
critical feature of sanctu- °P y =

skeptical of the official Administration's atrbrusheq ary, is taking place. mpral chalces, In this
i A ; portrait of 1life in Central sense, the sanctuary move-
line--that Central America : .
engages our strategic and SMerica clashes so persis- c e W ment has only begun. The
= i i i ommunities (o} aith i
moral interests" (in that cently with the disturbing personal and collective

montage of images brought tc are looking at their tradi- transformation it calls us
us by refugees and by the tions and themselves and are to jig essentially beyond the
asking  fundamental  ques- reach of federal indictments
tlons: This process contin- and propaganda CampaigHS.
ues, in fact, flourishes, in By becoming faithful to the
spite of  the indictment, pest of our moral and civic
prosecution and conviction traditions we reject the
of church workers because idolatry of our day that
the sanctuary movement is calls for a consensus for
not a political movement but the destruction of Central
a response to deep injustice America. And by standing
and chilling violence. Not fast by these traditions we
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY SHUNAS, THE STAFF OF THE CO_Iespond to the compelling honor Pastor Andre' Trocme'
YEARS THE COLUMN "FRAGGIN'S" VETERAN SENDS OUR BEST tr2uma unfolding today in and others whose own stead-
DOES ~NOT ~ APPEAR 1IN ThIS WISHES FOR THE HAPPIEST OF Cchtral America becomes it- fastness still lights our

order) and that the Admin-
istration's policies, such

ISSUE OF THE VETERAN. SP4 MARRIAGES. WE LOOK FORWARp S€lf too terrible a burden. way. -
WILLIE, AKA BILL SHUNAS GOT TO THE RETURN OF "FRAGGIN'S" , o --Jack Elder
MARRIED IN THE PAST MONTH. IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE SO the  faith communities San  Antonio

TO HIM AND ELLIE MATTERN VETERAN. come to grips with the age- VVAW
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Tallahassee

Veterans Day, 1986,
the fourth day of a hlgh
eighties heat wave; a small
but spirited contingent of
Vietnam, Vietnam-era and
world war II veterans
marched behind the slogan,
"Be All You Can Be--Work For
Peace" through the streets
of Tallahassee, Florida.

The marchers were well
received by the 5000 specta-
tors. An information table
was set up at the Florida
Vietnam Memorial. Materials
were handed out and lively
discussions followed,

Also in the parade were
tanks, helicopter flyovers,
ROTC cadets, Reservists, Na-
tional Guard Units and in-
numerable Cub Scouts and
Brownies.

Tom Baxter
VVAW Tallahassee

San Antonio

VVAW in San Antonio
participated 1in the tradi-
tional Veterans Day events
which this year included a
dedication of a Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

Setting up a table,
chapter members camped out
prior to the day, getting
new members and making ties
to some of the traditional
groups.

On Vets Day, one of the
VVAW members approached ex-

general William Westmore-
land, but when "Westy" saw
the VVAW button, his eyes

widened and he ran away even
quicker than he did from his
CBS suit or from the truth
in Vietnam!

Milwaukee

On November 7th VVAW in
Milwaukee made some long-a-
waited connections with the
rest of the peace movement
in the area. The chapter
gave up trying to have in-
put into traditional Vets
Day ceremonies several years
ago. Now the chapter parti-
cipates, but has begun its
own tradition: a Vets Day
concert. This year it was
co-sponsored by CASC and
CARC (Central American Re-
source Center).

Country Joe McDonald,
Jim wachtendonk and Rick
Duvall presented VVAW's per-
spectives through music.
They are all vets as well as
excellent musicians so they
were ready with some super-
bly presented music. The
concert was well attended
(about 350 people) and the
crowd was from many organi-
zations in town. Except for
a few glitches, the concert
was smooth and the sponsors
made S. But most important
the music made some real
connections with people and
VVAW is looking forward to
working in coalition with
these groups again.

On Veterans Day, Novem-
ber 11lth, Milwaukee VVAW did
our annual pilgrimage to the
Capitol rotunda in Madison
where VVAW holds its cere-
mony. Madison VVAW does an
excellent job of hosting the
event.

--Ann Bailey
VVAW Milwaukee

(The following
Erom The Norse

article
Star from

Stoughton High
Madison, WI, and
ten by Sandy Angell,

School
was writ-
Megan
Moriarty, and Terri Shager.

is of

in

)

LIGHTING OF A SINGLE CANDLE

"War is Hell."
commnon statement has
pushed to the back
minds along with
lions that died
wars.

On Tuesday,

T T

Nov.

That
been
of our
the mil-
in foreign

11

Photos by Carolyn Pflasterer

VETERANS

(Veterans Day) approximately
100 people gathers in the
Capitol Rotunda to pay tri-
bute to veterans--in parti-
cular Vietnam veterans.

As we walked into the
capitol and found our way to
where the ceremony was to
take place, what we saw was
not the expected band of
middle-aged hippies, but a
group of people ranging from
young kids to very old peo-
ple: teenagers, toddlers,
families, and other veterans
--very few middle-aged hip-
pies. Each one of them was
there for their own personal
reasons, yet for the same
topic--war.

"The
of

Vietnam War
the

was
most unpopular
wars this country ever
fought, but today hardly a
word 1s said about it in our
country's classrooms, and
kids today are growing up
seeing Vietnam through John
Rambo's eyes which means
they are seeing an illusion
and not reality." This
statement comes from Dennis
Kroll, a man who has faced
the overpowering "reality"
pain, suffering and
death.

A Vietnam

one

veteran him-
self, he started his speech

with some statistics about
World War II and others wars
that shocked us. He contin-
ued talking about the
"wrongness" of war. "We are
told World War II was a
'good' war. How the word
'good' can be used to modify
the word 'war' is something
I shall never understand."”

The mood was anything
but bright and cheery. It
was solemn, somber, and sad.
The people weren't here to
celebrate, but rather to
grieve 1in rememberance of
the time a friend, a father,
a daughter--someone loved.
They were here to pray and
work for an end to all war.

"It has always been the
veterans of our wars who
have had to remind our gov-
ernment and the American
people of their responsi-
bility to their veterans—-
that veteran benefits are a
cost of war--a cost which
continues to accrue long
after each war ends."

Kroll told us, "Years
ago in my youth and my inno-
cence my father gave to me
the purple heart and only
told me it was from World
War II....When I was a 20
year old I went to Vietnam
with my youth and innocence

and my thoughts of John
Wayne and glory. I came
back with a purple heart of
my own. I later gave my
purple heart to my two sons
and simply told them I got
it in Vietnam..... When I
finally understood my anger
about Vietnam and war, 1
talked to my sons. Now they
know it takes more courage
and it truly more patriotic
to ask "Why?" than to blind-
ly say "Yes" when one is

asked to support a war or to
participate in.a war."

Kroll ended his speech
with the 1lighting of a sin-
gle candle. "And as we re-
member and reflect and honor
tonight, I light this candle
to symbolize the hopes which
I have shared with you to-
night will come to be for

our sake and
children."
We saw many faces star-
ing blankly at the candle.
As "Taps" became heard, the
people went silent. Looking
down we could see in the sea

the sake of our

of faces, a woman seated in
a wheelchair. She pulled
from her lap a white hand-

kerchief and wiped the tears
from her face, tears we all
felt but could not express.

As "Taps" ended we be-
gan to bring up our flowers
to place upon a casket
where the flag laid, cover-
ing 1it. Watching people's
faces we saw tears in their
eyes as they joined in the
song "Where Have All The
Flowers Gone."

"Where have all the
Flowers gone, to young girls
everyone...

Where have
young girls gone,
men, everyone...

Where have
young men gone
everyone...

Where
soldiers gone
everyone...

When
learn....

A song is the most pop-
ular way to express these
opinions, hopes and sorrows.
Singers past, present, and
future have and will contin-
ue to write songs about them
until the horrors end.

"I want to know who the
men in the shadows are, I
want to hear somebody asking
them why they can be counted
on to tell us who our ene-
mies are, but they are never
the ones to fight or to
die."

--Jackson Browne,
in the Balance."

all the
to young

all the

to soldiers

have all the
to graveyards

will

they ever

"Lives

"We came in spastic, like
tameless horses, we left in
plastic, as numbered corp-
ses...who was wrong, who was
right, it didn't matter in

the thick of the fight."
--Billy Joel, "Goodbye
Saigon"

"How can I save my little
boy from Oppenheimer's
deadly toy? There 1is no
monopoly of common sense on
either side of the political
fence--We share the same
biology, regardless of ideo-
logy. What might save us,
me and you, is if the Rus-
sians love their <children
too."

--Sting, "Russians"

"Daddy's flown the
ocean,

Leaving just a memory,
A snapshot 1in the
album,

Daddy what
leave for me?
Daddy what else
behind for me?
All in all it was just ano-

ther brick in the wall,

across

family
else did you

d'ya leave

All in all it was just
bricks in the wall."
--Pink Floyd, "Another
Brick in the wall, Part I"
The ceremony was over,
and as we slowly made our
way back out of the capitol,

there was a certain feeling
that stayed with us for the
rest of the night. For we
knew that the ceremony would
never completely be over.
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(This talk was a part of the
Madison, Wisconsin, Veterans
Day commemoration.)

Years ago 1in my youth
and my iannocence my father
gave to me this purple heart
and only told me it was from
world Wwar II when he was a
prisoner of war. He didn't
tell me any moe than that
and to this day he has never
talked to me about World War
IT or being a prisoner of
war. He never talked to me
about war in general and I
was raised on John Wayne,
the way so many young people

today are opeing raised on
Slyvester Stallone and
Rambo.

I would 1later find out

from my grandmother that my
father went to war as a
teenager in his youth and
his innocence and was a pri-
vate barely out of his teens
when he was captured by the
Germans. He was one of
16,353,659 Americans who
served in the Armed Forces
during World war II. Four
hundred seven thousand,
three hundred sixteen of
those Americans died and
another 670,846 were wound-
ed. Tens of millions of
soldiers and civilians of
other nations were killed or
wounded during that war. We
are told World war II was a
"good" war. How the word
"good" can be used to modi-
fy war is something I shall
never understand.

Years later
year old I went to Vietnam
with my youth and my inno-
cence and my thoughts of
John Wayne and glory. I
came back to the U.S. with a
purple heart of my own. I

as a 20-

later gave my purple heart
to my two sons and simply
told them nothing more than

I got it in Vietnam. What I
did not tell them then and
would not tell them for
years was that I was one of
8,744,000 Americans who
served during the Vietnam
War and one of the over 2.8
million who put in their

Vietnam itself.
those who went to
58,132 died during

and 303,678 werea
wounded and I was one of
those wounded. As a 20-
year-old airborne sergeant,
a mortar shattered my hands
and my shoulder. Between
1972 and 1981. I went
through over a dozen opera-
tions to rebuild my hands.
Millions of Vietnamese S0l-
diers and civilians were
also killed and wounded
during the Vietnam War. The
Vietnam War was the most
unpopular war this country
ever fought, but today
hardly a word is said about
it in our country's class-
rooms and kids today are
growing up seeing Vietnam
through John Rambo's eyes
which means they are seeing
an illusion and not reality.
Those who sent to Vietnam--
my generation's war--came
back to a country which
could not separate an unpop-
ular war from those who
served when our country
ask=ad them serve. In
rejecting the war, the
veterans of the war were
also rejected and left with
inadequate health care to
deal with their wounds, post
traumatic stress disorders
and the ravages of Agent
Orange which affects not
only them, but their chil-
dren as well. They were
left without adequate edu-
cational benefits and em-
2loyment opportunities.
History was repeating it-
self. Veterans of World War
I, a war the American pub-
lic supported, came back
suffering from shell shock
and mustard gas poisoning
and found 1limited benefits
awaiting them. They marched
on washington, DC in 1932 to
aemand what they had earned
through their sacrifices and
they were driven from the
nation's capital by TU.S.
Army troops. It has always
been the veterans to our
wars who have had to remind
our government and the Amer-

time in
That of
Vietnam,

the war

to

Chicago

On a cold, sunny Veter-
ans Day, 70 VVAW members and
friends gathered at 11 AM at
the Vietnam Veteran Memorial
Fountain in Chicago to honor

the dead and reaffirm our
fight for the living.
Mayor Washington of

Chicago praised VVAW for its
almost 20 vyears of work for
veterans, peace and Jjustice
saying, "You've never recei-
ved the recognition and
praise you've deserved."
Among our speakers were
Tim Andruss (a Grenada
vet) and Manuel
Martinez, a Navy vet during
the Iranian crisis.

Prior to the mayor's

address, Chicayo aldermanic
candidate Ron Sable, Vietnam
veteran and long-time VVAW
memper, spoke of ©people's
right to self-determination,

Following the mayor's
address, Barry Romo, VVAW
National Officer, spoke
against the oppressive

regime in South Africa, and
while Manuel and Tony Wright
- held the South African flag,
Ray Parrish and a young man
who rushed forward from the
audience 1ignited the flag.
As the flag 1lay 1in flames,
the vyoung man, expressing
the emotions of all of us,
stomped it 1into the pave-
ment., Zippo the Botha re-
gime,

As usual our closing gave
all the participants--world
War II, Korean, Vietnam, and
post-Vietnam veterans--an
opportunity to honor their
dead comrades and loved ones
by casting a flower into the
waters of the fountain.

Many thanks to our speak-
ers, to Dave Curry who coor-
dinated the program, to
Annie who got the flowers,
to Tony, Manuel and Ray and
the wunknown young man for
their assistance.

--Virg McFadden
VVAW Chicago -

Mayor Washington,top; Tim Andruss,middle; Tony
Wright and Manuel Martinez i:u~n the South African Flag.

ican people of their respon-
sibility to their veterans--
that veteran benefits are a

cost of war--a cost which
continues to accrue long
after each war ends. Our

government and the American

public don't 1like to be re-
minded of that, regardless
of how popular or unpopular

a war happens to be.

And when I thought
about that, I got in touch
with some of my anger about
Vietnam and about war and I
finally understood why my
Father didn't and couldn't
talk to me about World War
II and being a prisoner of
war, and why I didn't and
couldn't talk to my sons
about Vietnam and what it
did to my body and my mind.
And once I gained that in-
sight, I talked to my sons
with the hope they could
learn from me what I had not
learned about war from my
father.

Because of that, my
sons in their youth and
their innocence see no glory
in war and they see th
obscenity of those who
attempt to glorify war.

a

So tonight we come toget-
her to remember--to honor--

and to hope.
To remember
daughters and
will never
hearts to
children.

To remember Charles
Liteky--who was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor

our sons and
to hope they
have purple

give to their

in Vietnam--George Mizo,
Brian Willson and Duncan
Murphy: three Vietnam

veterans and a World War II
veteran who completed a 47-
day water-only fast last
month to bring attention to
U.S. military policy in Cen-
tral America and 1its para-
llels to our country's fail-
ed military policy in Viet-
nam and to hope that those
who maake this nation's
military policy listened to
what these four veterans
said and what roughly two-
thirds of the American pub-
lic are saying: put an end
to the evolving tragic and
immoral U.S. intervention in
Central America before the
tragedy and immorality esca-
late even further.

To remember Javier Cara-
zo, a one and a half year
old Nicaraguan who was
adopted by the Madison VVAW

Chapter after he was wounded
in both 1legs 1in a Contra
attack which left him an or-

phan, and to hope that as
his 1legs heal, he will be
able to walk through his
country in peace.

To remember the 37
Wisconsin men who are still
MIA's or POW's of the Viet-

nam war and to hope that not

another family will ever
have to sutfer through the
ordeal of knowing a loved

one is missing in action or
is a prisoner of war.

To remember all of our
nation's veterans and espe-
cially those who while
serving lost their lives or
pieces of their bodies and
minds forever and to hope
the day may come when no one
from any country will die in
war and to hope the day may
come when there may be no
more veterans because there
are no more wars forever.

&nd as we remember and
reflect and honor tonight, I
light this candle to symbo-
lize the hope that the hopes
which I have shared with you
tonight will come to be for
our sake and the sake of our
children.

--Dennis Kroll
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Noted Author of ;.. And A Hard Rain Fell’’

‘“‘HELL NO, MY WIFE

I am nearing the age of
forty. I have a career, a
family, a mortgage, and a
car payment. Our two chil-
drem are heading off to
school. Their mother, af-
ter nine years of full-time
mothering, is looking for-
ward to five hours each day
with which she can turn her
attentions to things she put
off in favor of dirty dia-
pers or trips to the park.
After nine years she is es-
tranged from her profession,
nursing. She doesn't miss
the shift rotations, the
over-crowded wards, the ten-
sion of life-and-death sit-

uations. She wants to read,
to sew, to bake, and per-
haps, to go back to school.

We are products of the six-

ties. We can recall the
draft card burnings, and
marchers chanting, "Hell no,
we won't go." I did not

know her when I was in Viet-
nam, and we have dealt with
the aftermath of my exper-
ience together. We find it
incredible, at this stage in
our lives, to be confronted
with the draft, again!

A number of Congress-
men, hawks and doves, Repub-
licans and Democrats, are
working feverishly to insti-
tute a draft registration
requirement for "all medi-
cal personnel," male or fe-

male, .ages 18 to 46. In
June, H.R. 4346 was defeat-
ed in the House Armed Ser-

vices Committee by the vote
of 28 to 17. It was opposed
by the American Medical
Association and the American
Nurses Association. The is-
sue is expected to resurface
before the year's end, tack-
ed on to other legislation.
Our lawmakers are con-

cerned that there may not be
sufficient medical person-
nel in our armed forces to
properly care for our men,
and women, in uniform.
While no one wants to see
our military denied medical
care, knee jerk reactions
can create far-reaching pro-
blems. The budget for those
"Be All That Your Can Be"
television commercials runs
into the tens of millions of
dollars, and I have yet to
see them appeal for help to
solve a medical emergency.
We have an "all-volunteer"
military, and recruiting has
supposedly been going well
in recent years. If the
Services cannot attract suf-
ficient numbers of medical
personnel away from the pri-
vate sector, perhaps it is
time to restructure pay
grades and make military
medicine more palatable to
today's professionals. In
the aftermath of the Vietnam
trauma, after a great deal
of study and thought, we
crafted a military that
would, and could, compete in
the free-enterprise system.
If the conditions altered,
the wisdom and the will of
the people remains clear.
Soldiers who have been
drafted against their will
don't perform as well as
volunteers. So the emphasis
must be on attracting medi-
cal volunteers.

ON'T

America cannot boast a
surplus of medical person-
nel. Our system of supply
and demand has dictated the
enormous costs of modern
medical care. Our infant
mortality rates still lan-
guish far behind much of the
world's. Medical insurance
has become a very expensive
luxury, a luxury millions
of Americans cannot afford.
This "medical draft" would
certainly affect attendance
at medical schools. Our
country has never drafted by
profession, and it is likely
that a number of our bright-
er high school graduates
might chose law or business
over medicine if they knew
that Selective Service
awaited them at graduation.
The critical shortage of
medical professionals could
not be alleviated by draft-
ing doctors, nurses, lab
technicians, veterinarians,
or dentists.

GO !”

This would also mark
the first time America has
drafted women. The Feminism
of the sixties has come full
circle. But we must not
forget that the inequities
of the Vietnam-era draft
were supposedly addressed by
the lottery system, and
additional frustration and
failure led to the "all vol-
unteer Army" we know today.
It can be argued that the
Vietnam war contined 1in
spite of the protests until
the institution of the lot-
tery system brought the hor-
rible costs of the war home
to middle-class America.
The poor send a minority of
students to. medical school,
and the middle class will
probably not abide another
blizzard of body bags.
America is not ready to see
its daughters drafted! This
was the issue which doomed
the Equal Rights Amendment,
and there is not sign of a

FAST

FORTIIT

Vietnam Authors
Join Veterans’ Vigil

FORTY-THREE AUTHORS and journalists who wrote about the Vietnam War have
joined the Veterans Fast for Life in citing unmistakable parallels between the
Vietnam War and U.S. involvement in Nicaragua. Five authors recently joined the
ongoing vigil on the east steps of the U.S. Capitol, and another 38 authors sent their
hooks and written statements. Pictured above are (left to right) K. Bruce Galloway,
Laura Jackson, Bonnie McKeown, John Ketwig, and C.D.B. Bryan. Other authors
included David Halberstam, Daniel Ellsherg, and James Reston Jr. Gloria Emmerson,

whose book Winners and Losers won a National Book Award, said,

“Nicaragua's

historyis not Vietnam's history, but what is so similar are the actions and duplicity of
our own government, whose foreign policy is so shaming. But we are not a helpless

people. We have the power to protest, It is up to us now."

]

Sojourners—

liberal-feminist wave on the
polical horizon.

The media tells us that
"patriotism" is rampant in
America. Are medical per-
sonnel selectively unpatrio-
tie? The authors of H.R.
4346 surely wondered. Fail-
ure to register, presumably
by a 46-year-old female,
would be subject to a non-
negotiable fine of $250,000
and five years in prison!
This is far beyond the
penalties for an 1l8-year-
old male who fails to honor
today's Selective Service
requirement. Why? Al-
though doctors are stere-
otypically wealthy, nurses
and lab technicians could
not address such a finan-
cial burden, especially af-
ter the inevitable legal
fees that would result. a-
gain, one foresees declin-
ing enrollments in medical
schools, and shortages of

medical personnel in our
communities.
And so I sit, at age

38, once again confronted by
the dilemma of military con-
scription. If they take my
wife, who will look after my
children? Day care? Over
my dead body! Will emplo-
yers allow fathers addition-
al time off as a patriotic
gesture? I have my doubts.
What of our friends, who are
nurses and single parents?
Will we return to a system
of selective deferments?
Might I have to divorce my
wife in order to keep her?
I would feel much more com-
fortable if more medical
personnel were aware of this
impending nightmare. My
family doctor, dentist and
veterinarian were unaware.
Their voices were not being
raised in the American rit-
ual of representative gov-
ernment. They are now, and

I only hope the
works.

When I was 18, in 1966, I
said "Hell no, I won't go."
The draft was one of the
great traumas of my life,
and in 1967 I went. Viet-
nam was the greatest trauma
of my life, and I pray my
wife and children will never
see anything like it. I
know the powerless feeling
of trying to avoid the Se-
lective Service system. I'm
older and more established
now, and have the added re-
sponsibilities of children
and career, mortgage and
payment books. A great deal
of my 60's idealism has gone
to seed, but it will return
in full bloom if I have to
march carrying a sign that
says, "Hell no, my wife
won't go!"

--John Ketwig

system
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Vet Report from Nicaragua

NO SAFE HAVEN

(The following interview was

done by Isthmus magazine
with Ron Arm, a member of
VVAW in Madison, who was

part of the VVAW delegation
to Nicaragua in April of
1986.)

We wanted to go down as
veterans to see for our-
selves what the situation
was 1n Nicaragua, to see
whether we're getting ano-
ther line of bull from our
country. That's definitely
what we found--we're getting
another line of bull.

If you go by what you
hear from the administration
and through the press, you'd
expect to find a totalitar-
ian® regime in Nicaragua and
people being oppressed--and
that's not what we found.

There's a 16t of strong
support for the Sandinistas,
and there are also people
who aren't all that suppor-
tive of the Sandinistas. As
a matter of fact, there are

VETERANS
PEACE
COALITION
FORMED BY '
12 GROUPS

Representatives from 12
veteraas' groups met in Chi-
cago in August with the 1iun-
tantion of <creating unified
activities 1in the cause of
peace. Hosted by vyvaw, the
group discuss=d the need for
coordinated activities 1in

the face of an increased
prospect of war in Central
America.

An important discussion
arose around the nature of
the group: would we be a
coalition, a new membership
organization, or a combina-
tion of both.

We agreed that we al-
raady had organizations in
place, =2ach with a history,
a constituency and programs
in place; a new organiza-
tion was not what was need-
ad. Likewis trying to be
both a coalition of exist-
ing groups and a membership

"-'f

organization would mean a
lot of duplication of work
alr=ady going on. So we

finally decided on forming a
coalition which would coor-
dinate activities and dis-
seminate information among
the groups.
Each
would have
iation fee
group will

group joining

to pay an init-
of $100. Each

have one vote
regardless of the size of
the group, and one voting
member of a board which will
elect a coordinator. The
poard would decide by vote
who could Jjoin the group in
the future.

Some activities voted
on included endorsement of
the Fast For Life, and a
march on the Western White

House in March of 1987.

Unarmed civilian worker. brutally murdered by U.S.-

backed contra terrorists in Nicaragua, November 1984.

Mother and children murdered by contras at Palo de
Rio San Juan.

several opp051t10n parties
in Nicaragua, and we didn't
se any restrictions on thejr
ability to speak out and
call for what they wanted.

One thing you learn
when you talk to people in
Nicaragua about the govern-
ment--even people who say
they are not real happy with
the way the Sandinistas are
doing things=--is that they
know one thing for sure:
They don't want toe Contras
in power. They don't sup-
port the Contras.

One good example of the
people's support for the
current system is the fact
that the Contras do not have
a popular base from which
they can operate within Nic-
aragua. The Contras are
based in Honduras and Costa
Bica. They haven't been
able to establish what is
called an 'internal front'--
a base of operation within
Nicaragua. There are no
safe havens for the Contras
within Nicaragua.

To the Nicaraguan people,
the Contras represent a
return to the National Guard
of Somoza, the army bought,
paid for and trained by the
U.S.--a lot of them at the
School of the Americas in
Panama, where a lot of our
own Special Forces go for

training.

Andrew Riichie

Arco
May 1984,

The Contras don't engage
the Nicaraguan army in bat-

tle.
doing is,

basically,

wWhat the Contras are g gafe havens for U.S.

terror-

ism. They make strikes
across the border, and their
targets are civilians.
Their targets are villages,
schools, and orphanages.
The Contras are terrorizing
the people.

The Contras are not a
military threat to the Nica-
raguan military forces. The
Nicaraguan forces can handle
the Contras. The Contras
cannot overthrow the Nicara-
guan government.

That's why so many Nica-
raguans are afraid of a U.S.
invasion. They feel its
imminent. The signs are
there.

We didn't get into Hon-
duras, but we talked to an
ABC television crew that had
just come through there, and

they said they were amazed
at the ‘'thousands of mili-
tary personnel' stationed
there and the 'tons of mili-
tary hardware' they saw.
Basically, they said Hondur-
as 1is 1like a U.S.-occupied

military encampment.

My personal opinion is
that if we invade Nicaragua,
we will encounter the same
thing we encountered 1n
Vietnam--a war of attrition.
Our soldi=rs aren't going to
have a sense of purpose.
They aren't going to have
the full backing of their
country, and they are going
to try to defeat people who
are defending their own
country--people who will
fight to the very last, and
who, 1f it comes down to
fighting with sticks, will
fight with sticks. It's not
a matter or weapons or tech-

nology. It's a matter of a
'cause.’ we don't have a
'cause' to be down there.
The Nicaraguans are deter-

mined to be free--of us and
anyone else.

The Nicaraguan govern-
ment gave arms to its people
to fight the contras. Those
arms will be wused against
any invader. And let me say
that if the Sandinistas were
afraid of dissent among
their own people, if they
were atraid those arms would
be used to oust them, the
last thing they would do is
arm the people. But that's
what they have done. So
there are no safe havens for
the contras. There will be

for-
ces either.

Malcolm X 1926 -1965

We see where the problem of Vietnam is the problem of the oppressed and the oppressor. The
problem in the Congo is the problem of the oppressed and the oppressor. The problem in Mississippi
and Alabama and New York is the problem of the oppressed and the oppressor. The oppressed people
all over the world have the same problems and it is only now that they're becoming sufficiently sophis-
ticated to see that all they have to do to get the oppressor off their backs is to unite and realize that

it is one problem — that our problems are inse¢parable.

And then our action will be inseparable. OQur

action will be one of unity and in the unity of oppressed people is actually the strength, and the best
strength, of the oppressed people.

Malcolm X, January 1965

February 25
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HISTORY OF U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN

MAP BY ZOLTAN GROSSMAN/NORTHERN SUN NEWS

FLORIDA{t
1817-18 (Seminole war)

1819 (seized from Spain)
1835-42 (Seminole war)

LORID

1846-48 (invasion, annexation
of half of territory)

1870 (seized ship)

1913 (evacuation)

1914 (landing)

1916-17 (invasion)

+

HONDURAS »
1903 (revolution)

1912-25 (Marines)

1920 (strike) 1926-33 (guerrilla war)

1954 (CIA aided coup)

-—

1902

0 1907 (war with Nicaragua) 1900-?
_—_ ? 1911 (civil war) EP teceHation)
exico ] 1912 (economic interests) 5 M
®— 1" 1919 (election) T s
\ ; 1924 (election) JAMAICA / HAITI 1917 (annexation)
> I }322,5‘@““’“; NICARAGUA ! 1915-34 1917-? (occupation)
z _ ases) 1853 (Marine occupation b
GUATEMALA - I 1854 £
‘ 1800 (seized shi
HONDURAS ™, 1894 |Marine SS 1903-04 (revol " 3
( ution) b
e 1896 ylandings 1891 (Black revolt) 1914 (rebellion)
ey 1898 |at ports 1916-24 (Marine occupation) g
9 1899 1961 (Fleet in harbor) - #
1910 1860 While still  1965-66 (election invasion) ’
GUATEMALA 1912 (revolution) 1873 ja province) c

1885 | of Colo mbla

CUBA

1898-1902 (fought Spanish,
Cubans)

1906-09 (elections)

1912 (economic interests)

1917-33 (occupation)

1961 (Bay of Pigs invasion)

1962 (missile crisis blockade)

+Still have trade embargo, navy base

PUERTO RICOft
1898-1900 (invasion)

H\ 1983-84 {invasion ~ B

Has been a U.S. economic/military “protectorate”
BB Annexed by United States (+)

rie st e ’cosTa rRica 1981-? (contra war) 1903 (helped secession] against 4-year
: g 1908 (election) revolution)
1980-? (advisors) 5\ ”,1912 (election) \ 2
) 1918-20 (police duty) 1
L SALVADO RV
1932 (warships during revolt) \g 3;36;:1 m E::] til VENEZUELA ){
1980-? (advisors, overflights) : ° ‘ oo 12000 ¢
Canal Zopet ™ COLOMBIA ' 1-\ GUYANA
Sources:

Congressional Record, 23 July 1969;
180 Landings. U.S. Marine Corps History Division

VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR

v 20TH

ANNIVERSARY

The year 1987 marks the
20th anniversary of Vietnam
Veterans Against the War.
To celebrate this event we
intend to hold a party which
will be both joyful and
meaningful. The celebration
will note our history as the
oldest of continuing groups
of primarily Vietnam veter-

ans, a history and position
of which we are proud.

At our 30 National
Meeting in Athens, GA, we

decided to mark the occasion
with a dinner/demonstration/
social event 1in Chicago on
the weekend of the 13th and
l4th of June. We will cele-
brate some of the early mem-
bers of VVAW, honor past
struggles and victories, and
look ahead to future battles
and programs for which we
must prepare.

There will be photo
displays, memorabilia, and
personalities from VVAW's 20
years of history.

We want to invite old
as well as new or future
members of VVAW to join us
in this celebration. If you

have items of historical in-
terest, we'd like to display
them during the weskend--
please let us know or send
them to us for the occasion.
write down your recollec-
tions, experiences, anec-
dotes of VVAW's past. Join
us in seeing friends you may
not have seen for years.

Of course your dona-
tions to help all of this
take place are, as always,
both tax deductible and most

welcome. Ad's in a special
anniversary issue of THE
VETERAN will be available;

write for details.
And JOIN US JUNE 13!
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Exclusive for THE VETERAN

VIETNAM VETERANS
AND PRISON

The car broke down and,
the bills began to pile up.
For the time I had spent
writing, I got four rejec-
tions. What did the despa-
rate man do? I can tell you
that I was arrested in Janu-
ary 1981, charged with smug-
gling marijuana into the
country. In August 1981, I
was found guilty of posses-
sion and sentenced to five
years at a minimum security
prison. No one 1is more

WELCOME HOME
TAN VE,

shocked than I." (From
Robert Mason's Chickenhawk)

This paragraph 1is
tucked away at the very end
of Robert Mason's powerful
and revealing account of his
life before, after, and
during his tour as a heli-
copter pilot in Vietnam.
Mason's prison experience
remains unnoted by most who
acknowledge his achievements
and accomplishments. Since
he's successfully completed

RKETIS

parole, I will even specu-
late that this event, life-
defining for most human be-
ings, will be omitted from
the forthcoming movie ver-
sion of Chickenhawk.

Still, as I shared a
table on Vietnam veterans
issues at the Operation PUSH
annual convention with an
officer of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Parade Committee, I
learned that not everyone
has forgotten Mason's one
mark of disgrace. Without

———

F

Stan Verketis receiving the Purple Heart from General Westmoreland.

One went on to a big retirement,

the other to trial.

In April of 1968, Stan
Verketis was assigned to
Charlie Company, 2nd Bat-
talion of the 503rd Para-
chute Infantry, 173rd Air-
borne Brigade. He joined
his company as LZ English, a
forward-area landing zone
outside the rural village of
Bong Son and an area of
South Vietnam known, in mil-
itary jargon, as II Corps
(pronounced "two-core").
The Army didn't take much
notice of him. He was a
good soldier, he followed
orders and stayed out of
trouble. The Vietnamese
didn't pay much attention.
He was just another soldier
in a war that had gone on
for generations. With luck,
he might live. Without luck,
"X'in Loi" as the 1locals
said (roughly, "Sorry about
that"). Vietnam was a
fairyland of picturebook
rice farms and exotic ani-
mals in National Geographic
jungles, but this tale held

a thousand bitter twists.
The fairy tale had been re-
written and this time the
three bears ate Goldilocks.
Stan learned the skills
necessary to his survival
here. He learned to drop at
the sound of gunfire, to
tell the difference between
incoming and outgoing fire
(even in his sleep), and to
listen to everything, espec-
ially at night. One of the
most important skills was
the ability to forget what
he saw so that he could
sleep. Those who couldn't
forget had to find other
ways, other refuges. Alco-
hol and other drugs; were
plentiful, and were consumed
openly in large quantities.
On September 24, Stan
learned something else. He
learned firsthand exactly
how it felt to step on a
105mm round booby trap with
two good legs, and to hit
the ground moments later
with none. He was picked up

by MedEvac helicopter and
was taken to Company B (Med-
ical) of the 173rd, back in
LZ English. He looked into
the faces of the medics and
doctors in the underground
bunker treatment area and he
knew. A doctor ran a spur-
like instrument up and down
what was left of his feet
trying to find evidence of
intact nerves. It was no
good. He would lose his
legs. He felt nothing, no-
thing but the pain. It was
getting worse all the time.
Give him something for the
pain. I was there some-
where. I was another star-
ing nineteen-year-old face
in that bunker. I probably
helped as Stan was loaded on
to another chopper and taken
to a hospital in Da Nang.
From there he went to Tokyo,
and from Tokyo to Letterman
Hospital in San Francisco.
I don't remember Stan. I
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volunteering any information
about my own history, I
asked the parade officer why
he had refused Mason's offer
to raise funds for the
Parade at his publisher's
expence. The parade offi-
cer's first response focus-
ed on the large number of
veterans who had tried to
"make a buck off" the par-
ade. When I said that that
wasn't what I had under-
stood to be the nature of
Mason's offer, he confided--
in that tone which sets the
mood for the bottom line
communication between all
reasonable persons--that Ma-
son had just been released
from prison. "No, no," he
continued, "we don't need
any part of that kind of
guy. For all I know, he
would have taken off with
part of the gate after the
Parade."

Parades and monuments ot
the Reagan Administration
have replaced the underfund-
ed and often misdirected
programs of the Carter
years. Vietnam vet spokes-
men--those preferred by the
media--have repeatedly em-
phasized that most Vietnam
vets are "winners," and that
only a few are the psycholo-
gically disturbed and econo-
mically deprived "losers"
typified by the incarcerated
veteran. In this autobio-
graphical, social scientific
and political article I hope
to address the situation of
those Vietnam veterans who
are under the supervision of
federal or state govern-
ments. I'll explore the
connection between service
in Vietnam and official
criminal processing. From
the perspective of personal
observation, I'll examine
the experience of some
Vietnam veterans in prison
settings with special focus
on the ways that veterans
draw personal and organizing
strength from their common
bonds and resources.

Bob Mason serves as a
useful beginning. The
psychological damage of his
war experience brought him
simultaneously to poverty
and creativity. His inef-
fectiveness as a criminal
brought him felony status
only moments before his lit-
erary genius earned him cel-
ebrity status. As my con-
versation with the Parade
official shows, his label-
ling as a criminal creates a
problem for some of those
who claim to want to 1lift
our stigma as Vietnam vets.

In 1979, a Presidential
Review Memorandum noted an
alarming number of Vietnam
veterans in various stages
of legal difficulty--inclu-
ding 29,000 in state and
federal ©prisons, 37,500 on
parole, 250,000 under proba-
tion supervision, and 87,000
awaiting trial. Josefina
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Continued From page 9

Vets and
Prison

Card (Lives After Vietnam:
the Personal Impact of Mili-
tary Service) found that
Vietnam veterans in her sam-
ple of U.S. high school
class of 1963 were signifi-
cantly more likely than
their non-Vietnam veteran
and non-veteran peers to
have been in some trouble
with the law by 1980. Ac-
cording to Joel Osler Brende
and Erwin Randolph Parson

(Vietnam Veterans: The Road
to Recovery), "If these men
(Vietnam veterans) survived

the first 10 years, they
were often found within the
confines of police, prisons,
probation officers, or par-
ole counselors."

In his Khaki-Collar
Crimes: Deviant Behavior in
the Military Context, Clif-

ton Bryant notes that "Mili-
tary life is the scene of a
wide variety of deviant be-
havior ranging from exces-
sive use of alcohol and
narcotic addiction, to sex
crimes, theft, and even mass
murder. Much of this beha-
vior may perhaps be attribu-
ted to the opportunity
structure of the military
system and the sociocultu-
ral and geographical set-
tings in which the military
normally operates, the in-
formal pressures and strains
inherent in military
culture, as well as the
structured subversion of or-
ganizational goals frequent-
ly component to the military
enterprise.” John Helmer
(Bringing the War Home: The
American Soldier in Vietnam
and After) outlined the soc-
ially important role that
alcohol and drug use played
in day-to-day military life
in Vietnam. Bill Shunas in
his unpublished manuscript,
The Poker Game describes
well the ways in which the
economic crimes associated
with U.S. and Vietnamese
corruption were a ubiquitous
feature of daily life in the
urbanized areas of Viet-nam
during the war. As Bry ant
notes, "American troops
often violate currency and
exchange laws of the country
involved, inasmuch as this
is one of the few economic
crimes of which the commis-
sion in encouraged and fa-
cilitated by their occupa-
tional circumstances."
Looking at the place of
crime in the whole of human
history of warfare forces
Bryant to propose that, "My
Lai, the entire Vietnam War,
and the endemic crimes
against Vietnamese civilians
who were theoretically the
allies of the U.S. military
were all unusual occurences
of war (emphasis added)."
For even the proudly conser-
vative Bryant, the wartime
experiences of the Vietnam
veteran remain historically
unique.

While few returning
veterans of previous wars
were subject to military-
related criminal charges
upon returning to the U.S.
from a war zone, my own re-
search (Sunshine Patriots:
Punishment and the Vietnam
Offender) has shown that
perhaps as many as a quar-
ter of all those individuals
who received less-than-hon-
orable discharges as a re-

Veterans and friends
from Tallahassee, Florida--
including members of VVAW's
mewest chapter--gathered at
the city's new Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial on QOctober 18
as part of a national pro-

test against the U.S. gov-
ernment's aid to the "Con-
tras" in Nicaragua. The

peace activists met in sup-
port of the fast in Washing-

sult of military absence of- It isn't surprising,
fenses were Vietnam veterans fore,

ton, DC.
Joe Ryan, a Vietnam
veteran, returned eight me-

dals he had received for
Vietnam service. In the
letter accompanying the me-
dals he said, "In retro-
spect, my decision at 19 to
offer my life in the name of
peace, justice and for fu-
ture generations was a naive
one. Two decades later our
government, representing the

there-
that Kirkland eventu-

who went AWOL after return- ally became active on behalf
ing to the U.S. from comple- of other Vietnam vets in
ting a tour in Vietnam. For prison. One of the founders
these twenty thousand plus of the Incarcerated Veterans
veterans, the end of the war Asssistance Oragnization at
brought a losing "brush with Lorton Reformatory in Vir-

the military justice system. ginia,
In one study (Figley and Le- before Congress
Strangers at Home: President Jimmy Carter.

ventman,

Vietnam Veterans Since the fice space,

war),

Vietnam veterans were equipment,

Kirkland testified
and met
of-

donated office
and VA recogni-

compared to the Greek veter- tion were all gained through

an of the Trojan Wwar,

Odys- the efforts of Kirkland and

seus, who upon returning to other prisoners during those
his homeland has his eyes years.

clouded by Athena so

that

My own place in the his-

nothing that had been fam- tory of incarcerated Vietnam

iliar was recognizable.

The veterans came through the
comparison is even more ap-

Reagan Administration's gen-

propriate in terms of the eral assault on the VA Vet

legal system that represent- Center Program.

McPherson

ed all things right during describes the planting of

childhood,

but had been three undercover agents in

turned o;n its head in the the Alabama Veterans Ser-

context of Vietnam and never j.eog

community-based or-

quite regained its footinggapnjzation and Alabama Vet

upon our return.

The story of the gov-

ernment and professional
psychology's coming to re-
cognize Post-Traumatic
stress disorder as an of-
ficial mental ailment is
described by Myra Mac-
Pherson (Long Time Passing:
Vietnam and the Haunted Gen-
eration) as in part a trail
of losing court battles on
behalf of afflicted Vietnam
veterans. who in most cases
went on to become convicted
felons.

In his highly acclaimed
Bloods: An Oral History of
the Vietnam War by Black
Veterans, Wallace Terry in-
troduced Specialist 4 Hay-
wood T. Kirkland. The three
Vietnam veterans involved in
the Haywood Kirkland mail
robbery each contributed
$10,000 to the needy in
their Washington DC commun-
ity before they were arrest-
ed and began their lives as
Vietnam veteran convicts.

Centers, in an effort to
uncover a suspected gun- and
drug-running ring of anti-
war Vietnam veterans. By
means of a number of lies
and machinations, I was one
of three vets convicted of
distributing small amounts
of drugs at no profit. In
fact I was convicted of con-
spiring, distributing, and
using the phone to facili-
tate the distribution of 5.6
grams of cocaine. For this
Judge Brevard Hand (known
for his efforts to mandate
the return of organized
prayers in Alabama's public

schools) sentenced me to 15
years for conspiracy, 15
years for distribution, and

4 years for using the phone,
all to run consecutively.
By sentencing me and my co-
defendant under a federal
law that required him to re-
view the sentence after 90
days of incarceration, Judge
Hand gained the best of all
possible worlds. My sup-

greatest,.
country
violated the Constitution

"
...

most powerful
in the world has

Jerry Gates, Republican
candidate for state comp-
troller attended the rally
and said he fully supports
the protest. "They went
through a war that should
never have occurred," he
said," and we are trying to
prevent it again."

porters among the decent
citizenry of Alabama "knew"
that he would reduce the
sentence after 90 days. The
right wing in Alabama saw
that the judge was tough on
crime. And he sent me be-
hind bars carrying a three-
month to thirty-four year
sentence. For prison offi-
cials and for other inmates
for those three months, I
was always identified by
that enormous sentence.

My first period of in-
carceration was at Talla-
hassee Federal Correctional
Institution in Florida.
Tallahassee has gun towers
and a high barbed wire inc

fence. The cellhouse where
I spent my first night is
re miniscent of cellblocks
the world over--humanly
noisy and mechanically auto-
mated. The dormitories that
I called home for the next
months are enormous rooms
where 80 to 100 men are col-
lectively locked down for
most hours of the day. Tal-
lahassee had its minor share
of beatings, rapes, and even
one attempted murder while I
was there. Perhaps most im-
portantly, there were more
drugs per sqguare foot in
Tallahassee than any place
that I have ever been inclu-
ding Vietnam.

Every other Friday night
one or two outsiders would
forsake the gquiet of their
homes to enter the world of
F.Culas The most consistent
of these visitors was Mich-
ael Hahn, soon to become the
Advisor on Veterans' Affairs
to the governor of Florida.
An infantryman in Vietnam,
Hahn felt and lived a spe-
cial concern for the veter-
ans behind the barbed wire
at F.Culs Even though he
spent innumerable hours a-
waiting the remaking of his
volunteer's entrance badge:
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30TH NATIONAL VVAW
MEETING REPORT .

VIETNAM

VETERANS

AGAINST THE WAR

New York/New Jersey Chapter of VVAW marching in the oct.25
demonstration in New York City.

e

We want to thank
Athens, GA VVAW for hosting
a most productive National
Steering Committee Meeting,
the 30th such meeting since
VVAW's beginnings almost 20
years ago. Twenty-six peo-
ple from Athens and Atlanta,

Georgia, from Chicago, Mil-
waukee, Madison, New York
City and Bellaire, Ohio at-
tended the meeting. Al-

though members of the San
Antonio chapter could not
attend, a brief view of
their activities was given
by the VVAW National Office.

The first thing we dis-
cussed was the need for peo-
ple to send money and/or pay
debts owed to the national
office. Pay for those co-
pies of THE VETERAN. Go out
and get subscriptions--get
your local library to sub-
scribe. Pay dues. Write
articles for the newspaper
and especially put down your

Vietnam or military experi-
ences for use as part of
"Recollections."

Barry Romo gave a re-
port on the state of the or-
ganization. We might be
tired, but VVAW is still
growing. An August meeting
of 13 veterans peace groups
was held in Chicago in order
to coordinate efforts of

vets in fighting growing
U.S. involvement in Central
America. VVAW received se-

veral ovations during the
meeting, one of which was
based on our staying power.
Our 20th anniversary 1is
coming up next year, and
preparations are beginning
for a 20th anniversary reun-
ion in Chicago in June of

1987. Some preliminary
details appear elsewhere in
this issue of THE VETERAN.
All chapters present at
the NSCM gave yearly reports
on their activities. Some
of the highlights were ac-
tive counter-recruitment or
pre-enlistment counseling in

schools, especially in Chi-
cago, New York City and
Madison. Work around Cen-

tral America is taking place
in every chapter including
new chapters in Burlington,
VT, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
where they are trying to
keep Iowa National Guard
members out of Honduras.
Veterans from Tallahassee,
Florida, were also at the
meeting; this is an area
where VVAW has been absent
for ten years, and where
vets are doing good things
and are now working on be-
coming a VVAW Chapter.

we had a good discussion
about VVAW and war, the sit-

uation in the world and our
response. First was Central
America. In E1 Salvador,

where the U.S. press has put
the war on the back burner,
war 1s heavier than ever
after 7 years and $2 bill-
ion. At this time without
the draft, the U.S. will use
National Guard and Reserve
units to fight if necessary.
Already there are 7000 Amer-
ican troops in Honduras;
the breakdown of the culture
has begun (as in Vietnam 20
years ago) with young girls
turning to prostitution,
little kids selling drugs,
and some young boys coming
down with AIDS, all in a
country which had not seen
such problems before

Besides going into de-
tail on Contra war against
Nicaragua, we talked about
South Africa and the 1impor-
tance of tying these strug-
gles together. There "are
major changes going on in
the world today, and these
are two of the most impor-
tant.

During these discus-
sions, we also talked about
how the U.S. establishment
will attempt to rewrite the
history of the Vietnam War
for a new generation. It is
important for VVAW to make
our voices heard. Vietnam
vets have a duty to expose
the war for what it was, and
as people learn more about
the U.S. involvement in Nic-
aragua, they will also bet-
ter understand the nature of
the Vietnam War.

We had a good talk
about counter-recruitment
work going on around the
nation. The NY/NJ VVAW
publication, "Military
Service: Choice or Chance"
is in the process of being
updated giving the organi-
zation another tool to use
in combatting the lures of
the military. All in all,
our work in talking about
Vietnam to the young is one
of the organization's
strengths.

For those who do work
in the VA hospitals, be pre-
pared for more of the ef-
fects of Gramm-Rudman-Hol-
lings or cuts in services at
the VA as well as cuts in
benefits and even worse hos-
pital conditions. Whereever
possible, join with local
traditional veterans' organ-
izations to fight to keep

tact. This was the tone of
the meeting leading up to
the discussion of Veterans
Day, 1986. Everyone at the
meeting was urged to be ac-
tive on Vets Day, and don't
forget the veterans in the
VA hospitals (reports on the
activities of VVAW chapters
on Veterans Day are else-
where in the paper).

One of the highpoints of
the meeting was the an-
nouncement that VVAW will be
able to send a delegation to
Vietnam in the spring of
1987. This will be our
first trip back to Vietnam
since December or 1972. The
delegation would, among
other things, be discussing
topics such as the differ-
ences between the U.S. and
Vietnam concerning MIAs, the
common problems of Agent
Orange, the situation 1in
Cambodia, normalizing rela-
tions with Vietnam. Contri-
butions will be needed to
help send the delegation:
for more information, please
contact the VVAW National
Office.

VVAW's involvement in
the Veterans Peace Coali-
tion, a grouping of a num-
ber of veteran's peace
groups was discussed. The
VPC's first major action was
the "Fast For Life." Also
planned at the first Coali-
tion meeting in Chicago in
August, was a march on the
Western White House in March
of 1987. VVAW members would
be taking a bus or train
from the midwest--more on
that later.

Discussion of the "Fast
for Life," which, since that
time, ended after 46 days,
showed VVAW was 100% behind
the fasters, but with the
hope that they would really

"fast for life" since we
needed their contributions
to the struggle in the fu-
ture. The fasters wanted a
greater commitment from peo-
ple; they got it, so the
fast was, at least in that
respect, a success.

The meeting ended with
the re-election of National
Officers. This cannot go on
forever! We go through
burn-out at times; toget-

her, the 4 members of the
National Office have 40
years service 1in the Na-

tional Office. New blood is
needed. It was especially
good to see- new chapters
this year: a change may be
coming. It's amazing that
we have been around as long
as we have, a testament to
the ideas that VVAW has been
putting in front of the pub-
lic for 20 years. As we go
into that 20th year, I am
proud to be a member of
Vietnam Veterans Against the
war. when I think of the
over 200,000 veterans who
have been in and out of VVAW
since 1967, I know we have
had a positive effect on
them; they are still all
around us. I'm looking for-
ward to the 20th year 1in
1987.
--John Lindquist
VVAW National
Office




The address was given by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at the Riv-
erside Church, New York City, April 4, 1967, sponsored by Clergy and
Laymen Concerned about Vietnam. It has been slightly condensed.

Over the past two years, as | have moved to break the betrayal of my
own silences and to speak from the burnings of my own heart, as I have
called for radical departures from the destruction of Vietnam, many per-
sons have questioned me about the wisdom of my path. At the heart of
their concerns this query has often loomed large and loud: Why are you
speaking about the war, Dr. King? Why are you joining the voices of dis-
sent? Peace and civil rights don’t mix, they say. Aren't you hurting the
cause of your people, they ask. And when I hear them, though I often un-
derstand the source of their concern, | am nevertheless greatly saddened,
for such questions mean that the inquirers have not really known me, my
commitment or my calling. Indecd, their questions suggest that they do not
know the world in which they live.

In the light of such tragic misunderstanding, I deem it of signal impor-
tance to try to state clearly why I believe that the path from Dexter Ave-
nue Baptist Church—the church in Montgomery, Alabama, where | began
my pastorage—Icads clearly to this sanctuary tonight.

I come to this platform to make a passionate plea to my beloved nation.
This speech is not addressed to Hanoi or to the National Liberation Front.
It is not addressed to China or to Russia.

Nor is it an attempt to overlook the ambiguity of the total situation and
the need for a collective solution to the tragedy of Vietnam. Neither is it an
attempt to make North Vietnam or the National Liberation Front paragons

of virtue, nor to overlook the role they can play in a successful resolution®

of the problem. While they both may have justifiable reasons to be suspi-
cious of the good-faith of the United States, life and history give eloquent
testimony to the fact that conflicts are never resolved without trustful give
and take on both sides.

Tonight, however, I wish not to speak with Hanoi and the NLF, but
rather to my fellow Americans who, with me, bear the greatest respon-
sibility in ending a conflict that has exacted a heavy price on both
continents,

Since I am a preacher by trade, | suppose it is not surprising that I have
seven major reasons for bringing Vietnam into the field of my moral vi-
sion. There is at the outset a very obvious and almost facile connection be-
tween the war in Vietnam and the struggle I, and others, have been waging
in America. A few years ago there was a shining moment in that struggle.
It seemed as if there was a real promise of hope for the poor—both black
and white—through the Poverty Program. Then came the build-up in
Victnam, and I watched the program broken and eviscerated as if it were
some idle political plaything of a society gone mad on war, and 1 knew
that America would never invest the necessary funds or energies in reha-
bilitation of its poor so long as Vietnam continued to draw men and skills
and money like some demonic, destructive suction tube. So I was increas-
ingly compelled to see the war as an enemy of the poor and to attack it as
such.

Perhaps the more tragic recognition of reality took place when it became
clear to me that the war was doing far more than devastating the hopes of
the poor at home. It was sending their sons and their brothers and their
husbands to fight and to die in extraordinarily high proportions relative to
the rest of the population. We were taking the young black men who had
been crippled by our society and sending them 8000 miles away to guar-

antee liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not found in Southwest
Georgia and East Harlem. So we have been repeatedly faced with the crucl

irony of watching Negro and white boys on TV screens as they kill and dic
together for a nation that has been unable to seat them together in the
same schools. So we watch them in brutal solidarity burning the huts of a
poor village, but we realize that they would never live on the same block in
Detroit. I could not be silent in the face of such cruel manipulation of the
poor.

My third reason grows out of my experience in the ghettos of the North
over the last three years—especially the last three summers. As I have
walked among the desperate, rejected and angry young men, [ have told
them that Molotov cocktails and rifles would not solve their problems. |
have tried to offer them my deepest compassion while maintaining my
conviction that social change comes most meaningfully through non-
violent action. But, they asked, what about Vietnam? They asked if our own
nation wasn’t using massive doses of violence to solve its problems, to
bring about the changes it wanted. Their questions hit home, and 1 knew
that I could never again raise my voice against the violence of the op-
pressed in the ghettos without having first spoken clearly to the greatest
purveyor of violence in the world today—my own government.

For those who ask the question, “Aren’t you a Civil Rights leader?” and
thereby mean to exclude me from the movement for peace, I have this fur-
ther answer. In 1957 when a group of us formed the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, we chose as our motto: “To save the soul of
America.” We were convinced that we could not limit our vision to certain
rights for black people, but instead affirmed the conviction that America
would never be frce or saved from itself unless the descendants of its slaves
were loosed from the shackles they still wear.

Now, it should be incandescently clear that no one who has any concern
for the integrity and life of America today can ignore the present war. If
America’s soul becomes totally poisoned, part of the autopsy must read
“Victnam.” It can never be saved so long as it destroys the deepest hopes
of men the world over.,

As if the weight of such a commitment to the life and health of America
were not enough, another burden of responsibility was placed upon me in
1964; and I cannot forget that the Nobel Prize for Peace was also a com-
mission—a commission to work harder than 1 had ever worked before for
the “brotherhood of man.” This is a calling that takes me beyond national
allegiances, but even if it were not present I would yet have to live with the
meaning of my commitment to the ministry of Jesus Christ. To me the re-
lationship of this ministry to the making of peace is so obvious that |
sometimes marvel at those who ask me why I am speaking against the war.
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Could it be that they do-not know that the good news was meant for all
men—~for communist and capitalist, for their children and ours, for black
and white, for revolutionary and conservative? Have they forgotten that
my ministry is in obedience to the One who loved His enemies so fully that
He died for them? What then can I say to the Viet Cong or to Castro or to
Mao as a faithful minister of this One? Can I threaten them with death, or
must [ not share with them my life?

And as I ponder the madness of Vietnam, my mind goes constantly to
the people of that peninsula, 1 speak now not of the soldiers of each side,
not of the junta in Saigon, but simply of the pcople who have been living
under the curse of war for almost three continuous decades. I think of
them, too, because it is clear to me that there will be no meaningful
solution there until some attempt is made to know them and their broken
cries.

They must sce Americans as strange libcrators. The Vietnamese pro-
claimed their own independence in 1945 after a combined French and
Japanese occupation and before the communist revolution in China. Even
though they quoted the American Declaration of Independence in their
own document of freedom, we refused to recognize them. Instead, we
decided to support France in its re-conquest of her former colony.

Our government felt then that the Vietnamese people were not “ready”
for independence, and we again fell victim to the deadly Western arro-
gance that has poisoned the international atmosphere for so long. With
that tragic decision, we rejected a revolutionary government seeking self-
determination, and a government that had been established not by China
(for whom the Vietnamese have no great love) but by clearly indigenous
forces that included some communists. For the peasants, this new govern-
ment meant real land reform, one of the most important needs in their
lives.

For nine years following 1945 we denied the people of Vietnam the
right of independence. For nine years we vigorously supported the French
in their abortive effort to re-colonize Vietnam.

Beforc the end of the war we werc mecting 80 per cent of the French
war costs. Even before the French werc defeated at Dien Bien Phu, they
began to despair of their reckless action, but we did not. We encouraged
them with our huge financial and military supplics to continue the war
even after they had lost the will to do so.

After the French were defeated it looked as if independence and land
reform would come again through the Geneva agreements. But instead
there came the United States, determined that Ho should not unify the
temporarily divided nation, and the peasants watched again as we support-
ed one of the most vicious modern dictators—our chosen man, Premier
Dicm. The peasants watched and cringed as Dicm ruthlessly routed out all
opposition, supported their extortionist landlords and refused even to dis-
cuss reunification with the North. The peasants watched as all this was
presided over by U.S. influence and then by increasing numbers of U.S.
troops who came to help quell the insurgency that Diem’s mecthods had
aroused. When Diem was overthrown they may have been happy, but the
long line of military dictatorships secmed to offer no real change—
especially in terms of their need for land and peace.

The only change came from America as we increased our troop com-
mitments in support of governments which were singularly corrupt, inept
and without popular support. All the while, the people read our leaflets
and received regular promises of peace and democracy—and land reform.
Now they languish under our bombs and consider us—not their fellow
Vietnamese—the real enemy. They move sadly and apathetically as we
herd them off the land of their fathers into concentration camps where
minimal social needs are rarely met. They know they must move or be
destroyed by our bombs. So they go.

They watch as we poison their water, as we kill a million acres of their
crops. They must weep as the bulldozers destroy their precious trees. They
wander into the hospitals, with at least 20 casualties from American fire-
power for each Viet Cong-inflicted injury. So far we may have killed a
million of them—mostly children.

What do the peasants think as we ally ourselves with the landlords and
as we refuse to put any action into our many words concerning land re-
form? What do they think as we test out our latest weapons on them, just
as the Germans tested out new medicine and new tortures in the concen-
tration camps of Europe?* Where are the roots of the independent Viet-
nam we claim to be building?

Now there is little left to build on—save bitterness. Soon the only solid
physical foundations remaining will be found at our military bases and in
the concrete of the concentration camps we call “fortified hamlets,” The
peasants may well wonder if we plan to build our new Vietnam on such
grounds as these. Could we blame them for such thoughts? We must speak
for them and raise the questions they cannot raise. These too are our
brothers.

Perhaps the more difficult but no less necessary task is to speak for
those who have been designated as our enemies. What of the NLF—that
strangely anonymous group we call VC or communists? What must they
think of us in America when they realize that we permitted the repression
and cruelty of Diem which helped to bring them into being as a resistance
group in the South? How can they believe in our integrity when now we
speak of “aggression from the North™ as if there were nothing more essen-
tial to the war? How can they trust us when now we charge them with vio-
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foreign troops, and they remind us that they did not begin to send in any
large number of supplies or men until American forces had moved into the
tens of thousands. '

Hanoi remembers how our leaders refused to tell us the truth about the
earlier North Vietnamese overtures for peace, how the President claimed
that none existed when they had clearly been made. Ho Chi Minh has
watched as America has spoken of peace and built up its forces, and now
he has surely heard the increasing international rumors of American plans
for an invasion of the North. Perhaps only his sense of humor and irony
can save him when he hears the most powerful nation of the world speak-
ing of aggression as it drops thousands of bombs on a poor, weak nation
more than 8000 miles from its shores.

At this point, I should make it clear that while I have tried here to give
a voice to the voiceless of Vietnam and to understand the arguments of
thosc who are called enemy, 1 am as deeply concerned about our own
troops there as anything clse. For it occurs to me that what we are sub-
mitting them to in Vietnam is not simply the brutalizing process that goes
on in any war where armies face each other and scek to destroy. We are
adding cynicism to the process of death, for our troops must know after a
short period therc that none of the things we claim to be fighting for are
really involved. Before long they must know that their government has sent
them into a struggle among Vietnamese, and the more sophisticated surely
realize that we are on the side of the wealthy and the secure while we
create a hell for the poor.

Somehow this madness must cease. I speak as a child of God and broth-
er to the suffering poor of Vietnam and the poor of America who are pay-
ing the double price of smashed hopes at home and death and corruption
in Vietnam. 1 speak as a citizen of the world, for the world as it stands
aghast at the path we have taken. I speak as an American to the leaders of
my own nation. The great initiative in this war is ours. The initiative to
stop must be ours.

This is the message of the great Buddhist leaders of Vietnam. Recently,
one of them wrote these words: “Each day the war goes on the hatred in-
creases in the hearts of the Vietnamese and in the hearts of those of hu-
manitarian instinct. The Americans are forcing even their friends into be-
coming their enemies. It is curious that the Americans, who calculate so
carefully on the possibilities of military victory, do not realize that in the
process they are incurring deep psychological and political defeat. The
image of America will never again be the image of revolution, freedom and
democracy, but the image of violence and militarism.”

If we continue, there will be no doubt in my mind and in the mind of the
world that we have no honorable intentions in Vietnam. It will become
clear that our minimal cxpectation is to occupy it as an American colony,
and men will not refrain from thinking that our maximum hope is to goad
China into a war so that we may bomb her nuclear installations.

The world now demands a maturity of America that we may not be able
to achieve. It demands that we admit that we have been wrong from the
beginning of our adventure in Vietnam, that we have been detrimental to
the life of her people.

In order to atone for our sins and errors in Vietnam, we should take the
initiative in bringing the war to a halt. I would like to suggest five concrete
things that our government should do immediately to begin the long and
difficult process of extricating ourselves from this nightmare:

1. End all bombing in North and South Vietnam.

Declare a unilateral cease-fire in the hope that such action will

create the atmosphere for negotiation.

3. Take immediate steps to prevent other battlegrounds in Southeast
Asia by curtailing our military build-up in Thailand and our
interference in Laos.

4. Realistically accept the fact that the National Liberation Front
has substantial support in South Vietnam and must thereby play a
role in any meaningful negotiations and in any future Victnam
government.

5. Set a date on which we will remove all foreign troops from Viet-
nam in accordance with the 1954 Geneva Agrecement.

!J

Part of our ongoing commitment might well express itself in an offer to
grant asylum to any Vietnamese who fears for his life under a new regime
which included the NLF. Then we must make what reparations we can for
the damage we have done. We must provide the medical aid that is badly
needed, in this country if necessary. )

Meanwhile, we in the churches and synagogues have a continuing task
while we urge our government to disengage itself from a disgraceful com-
mitment. We must be prepared to match actions with words by secking out
cvery creative means of protest possible.

As we counsel young men concerning military service we must clarify
for them our nation’s role in Vietnam and challenge them with the alterna-
tive of conscientious objection. 1 am pleased to say that this is the path
now being chosen by more than 70 students at my own Alma Mater,
Morehouse College, and I recommend it to all who find the American
course in Vietnam a dishonorable and unjust one. Moreover, 1 would cn-
courage all ministers of draft age to give up their ministerial exemptions
and seek status as conscientious objectors. Every man of humane convic-
tions must decide on the protest that best suits his convictions, but we must
all protest.

ing us all off on what in some circles has become a popular crusade against
the war in Vietnam. I say we must enter that struggle, but I wish to go on
now to say something even more disturbing. The war in Victnam is but a
symptom of a far deeper malady within the American spirit, and if we ig-
nore this sobering reality we will find ourselves organizing clergy- and
laymen-concerned committees for the next generation. We will be march-
ing and attending rallies without end unless there is a significant and pro-
found change in American life and policy.

In 1957 a sensitive American official overseas said that it seemed to him
that our nation was on the wrong side of a world revolution. During the
past ten years we have seen emerge a pattern of suppression which now
has justified the presence of U.S. military “advisors” in Venezucla. The
nced to maintain social stability for our investments accounts for the
counterrevolutionary action of American forces in Guatemala. It tells why
American helicopters are being used against guerrillas in Colombia and
why American napalm and green beret forces have already been active
against rebels in Peru. With such activity in mind, the words of John F.
Kennedy come back to haunt us. Five years ago he said, “Those who make
peaceful revolution impossible will make violent revolution inevitable.”

Increasingly, by choice or by accident, this is the role our nation has
taken—by refusing to give up the privileges and the pleasures that come
from the immense profits of overseas investment.

I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revo-
lution, we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. When
machines and computers, profit and property rights are considered morce
important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and mili-
tarism are incapable of being conquered.

A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness
and justice of many of our past and present policies. True compassion is
more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it is not haphazard and superficial. It
comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs re-structuring.
A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring contrast of
poverty and wealth. With righteous indignation, it will look across the scas
and sce individual capitalists of the West investing huge sums of moncy in
Asia, Africa and South America, only to take the profits out with no con-
cern for the social betterment of the countries, and say: “This is not just.”
It will look at our alliance with the landed gentry of Latin America and
say: “This is not just.” The Western arrogance of feeling that it has every-
thing to teach others and nothing to learn from them is not just. A true
revolution of values will lay hands on the world order and say of war:
“This way of scttling differences is not just.” This business of burning
human beings with napalm, of filling our nation’s homes with orphans and
widow., of injecting poisonous drugs of hate into the veins of peoples nor-
mally humane, of sending men home from dark and bloody battlefields
physically handicapped and psychologically deranged, cannot be reconciled
with wisdom, justicc, and love. A nation that continues ycar after year to
spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is
approaching spiritual death.

Amecrica, the richest and most powerful nation in the world, can well
lead the way in this revolution of values. There is nothing, except a tragic
death wish, to prevent us from re-ordering our priorities, so that the pur-
suit of peace will take precedence over the pursuit of war. There is nothing
to keep us from molding a recalcitrant status quo until we have fashioned
it into a brotherhood.

This kind of positive revolution of values is our best defense against
communism. War is not the answer. Communism will never be defeated by
the use of atomic hombs or nuclear weapons. Let us not join thosc who
shout war and through their misguided passions urge the United States to
relinquish its participation in the United Nations. These are days which

demand wise restraint and calm reasonableness. We must not call everyonc
a communist or an appeaser who advocates the seating of Red China in

the United Nations and who recognizes that hatc and hysteria are not the
final answers to the problems of these turbulent days. We must not engage
in a negative anti-communism, but rather in a positive thrust for democra-
cy, realizing that our greatest defense against communism is to take offen-
sive action in behalf of justice. We must with positive action seek to re-
move those conditions of poverty, insecurity and injustice which are the
fertile soil in which the seed of communism grows and develops.

These are revolutionary times. All over the globe men are revolting
against old systems of exploitation and oppression, and out of thc wombs
of a frail world, new systems of justice and equality arc being born. The
shirtless and barefoot people of the land are rising up as never before.
“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.” We in the West
must support these revolutions. It is a sad fact that, because of comfort,
complacency, a morbid fear of communism, and our proneness to adjust to
injustice, the Western nations that initiated so much of the revolutionary
spirit of the modern world have now become the arch anti-revolutionarics.
This has driven many to feel that only Marxism has the revolutionary
spirit. Therefore, communism is a judgment against our failure to make
democracy real and follow through on the revolutions that we initiated.
Our only hope today lies in our ability to recapture the revolutionary spirit
and go out into a sometimes hostile world declaring eternal hostility to
poverty, racism, and militarism.

We must move past indecision to action. We must find new ways to
speak for peace in Vietnam and justice throughout the developing world—
a world that borders on our doors. If we do not act we shall surely be
dragged down the long, dark and shameful corridors of time reserved for
those who possess power without compassion, might without morality, and
strength without sight,

Now let us begin. Now let us re-dedicate ourselves to the long and
bitter—but beautiful—struggle for a new world, This is the calling of the
sons of God, and our brothers wait eagerly for our response. Shall we say
the odds are too great? Shall we tell them the struggle is too hard? Will our
message be that the forces of American life militate against their arrival as
full men, and we send our deepest regrets? Or will there be another mes-
sage, of longing, of hope, of solidarity with their yearnings, of commitment
to their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and though we might
prefer it otherwise we must choose in this crucial moment of human
history.
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Pirate & Propaganda Radio in
Vietnam

REQUEST FOR AUDIO TAPES AND
INFORMATION

Interlock Media
Associates, a non-profit
media collaborative in Cam-
bridge, MA is currently pro-
ducing "Vietnam: Radio
First Termer," a series for
public radio exploring en-
tertainment, propaganda and
underground radio of the
Vietnam War.

We want to talk to
Vietnam vets who:

**Worked for AFVN or
AFRTS.

**Have recordings of
radio transmissions heard
during their time in-coun-
try. This includes tapes
ranging from Radio Hanoi to
the AFVN and "pirate" broad-
casts.

**Took part in psycho-
logical operations in Viet-
nam, especially units which
utilitzed radio broadcasts
directed at the enemy.

**May wish to relate
through correspondence or in
a recorded interview how ra-
dio listening was a part of
their experience in Viet-
nam.

**Know of or took part
in any unauthorized use of
radio equipment for broad-
casting oar know anything a-
bout the underground "pi-
rate" radio series "Radio
First Termer" and host DJ
"Dave Rabbit."

**Possess audio tapes
illustrative of the use of
radio in today's war-torn
arenas such as Central A-
merica and the Middle East.

The program will also
explore historical antece-
dents of Vietnam radio.
Thus, we are also interested
in obtaining archival
recordings of war time radio
from the last 60 years in-
cluding Tokyo Rose and Lord
Haw Haw.

Please contact Alexis
Muellner @
Interlock Media Associates
P.0O. Box 619
Cambridge MA 02238
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V VAW: THE BOOK

Veteran activist
William F. Crandell, Direc-
tor of Information for the
New York State Division of
Veterans' Affairs has an-
nounced plans to write a
history of Vietnam Veterans
Against the War.

Crandell, who
doctorate in 20th
American History from Ohio
State University, served as
Regional Coordinator in VVAW
from 1968 through 1973. He
was the senior historian on
the staff of the Winter Sol-
dier Investigation, the
first oral history project
on the Vietnam War.

"I don't want this to
be a personal memoir," Cran-
dell commented. "VVAW was a
major organization in one of

holds a
century

the most turbulent times in
American history. This will
be the history of that or-

ganization, not of one mem-
ber."

The book will chronicle
the development of VVAW from
a handful of veterans 1in
1967 through the end of the
Vietnam War in 1975, showing
how the group evolved from a

primary focus on saving the

lives of BAmerican service-
people--a focus it never
lost--to a broad view that

sought successfully to shape
American foreign and domes-
tic policy. It will cover
major activities ranging
from participation in the
1968 elections to the 1974
March on Washington, with
specific chapters on Opera-
tion RAW (1970), Winter Sol-

dier (1970-1971) and Dewey
Canyon III (1971).
VVAW was not simply a

self-contained organization
of anti-war veterans, Cran-

dell points out.
part of a network that in-
cluded the GI Movement, the
draft resistance, the Black
Panthers, and the Society of
Friends. It was the first
Vietnam Veterans organiza-
tion, ad it pioneered the
treatment programs that are
now fixtures of services to
Vietnam vets: the rap
groups, the PTSD studies,
and the vet centers. It was
the only organization in the
antiwar movement : that had a
congressional liaison at the
same time that it described
itself as revolutionary. It
was a major support for
writers of poetry, fiction,
and non-fiction, and many of
its activists are still
politically active.

Crandell 1is eager to
from VVAW members to
to contribute informa-

tion to the book. '"The old

VVAW had a broad range of

members and chapters, " he

notes. "I don't want to do
just the story of the na-
tional headquarters."

Correspondence should be
sent to:

It was

hear
want

VVAW Book Project
c/o Bill Crandell
67 S. Ferry St
Albany, NY 12202
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CENTRAL AMERICA NEWS *
* UPDATE *
* A window into the news *
* from Central America ta- *
* ken from Central Ameri- *

* can newspapers. With in-*
* sightful editorial com- *
* ment from editor and pub-*
* lisher Evan Douthit. To *
* subscribe to this bi- *
* weekly newsletter, send *
* $15 for one year, $8 for *
* 6 months to: x
* Central America News *
* Update *
* P.O. Box 578495 »
* Chicago, IL 60657 *
****************************

Information

With the great help of
hundreds of vets I've inter-
I've sold three
books on the Vietnam War.
I'm starting a fourth pro-
posed book involving: a)
the actions 29 March - 1
April 1970 when 2/7th Cav
was attacked in their LZ,
2/8th Cav was overrun at LZ
Illingworth, and the CG,
199th Inf Bde was killed;
b) the 1 May-30 June 1970

incursion into Cambodia by
elements of the 4th, 9th,
and 25th Inf Divs, the lst

Air Cav, 1l0lst Abn Div,
ll1th Armored Cav Regt, and
the 199th Inf Bde. Veterans

please call of write anytime
to arrange an interview:
Keith William Nolan, 220
Kingsville Ct, Webster
Groves, MO 63119 (314) 961-
7577.
e e

What are GRAND JURIES and
why should you worry about
them?

These days the federal
government is using grand
juries to harass, intimi-
date, and gather information
about people working for so-
cial justice. The best de-
fense against grand jury a-
buse is knowing how they
work. Until You Talk: Ac-
tivists and Grand Jury A-
buse is available from the
American Friends Service
Committee. 25 cents for two
sample compies, or $3 for
bundles of fifty, Free to
prisoners. AFSC, 2161 Mass-
achusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA
02140.

‘Nam Vets Wanted for
Film Documentary

SOLDIERS

OF PEACE

nam now developing in
"Soldiers of Peace," a central America. We are
half-hour documen?ary about currently seeking Vietnam
Vietnam veterans in opposi- vyeterans, both men and wo-
tion to U.S. intervention in men, interested in telling
Central America is currently their own personal stories
under production. The docu- of Vietnam to be used in the
mentary will chronicle vet- documentary "Soldiers of
erans, both men and women, peace." All those inter-
who served in Vietnam and ested please call Paul Kulak
became convinced that the at Ashley Productions (202)
war was wrong and are now 342-6689. The address is
speaking out against what 2706 Olive St, NW, Washing-
they see as a second Viet- +ton, DC 20007.

GUARDIAN:
ACTIVIST
TOOL

Name

“In these difficult times,
the GUARDIAN to remind me that the
struggle continues. Wherever people oppose

injustice and oppression,
the GUARDIAN will be there with solid
information and thoughtful analysis.”

demde L L L L LT T e ——— --1

Subscribe to the Guardian

I turn to

I know that

ROBERT ARMSTRONG
Writer, Activist, Director,
North American Congress on
Latin America (NACLA)

Address

City / State / Zip

[ One year for $27.50
[J Canada add $11 per year

[J Other foreign add $18 per year

The Guardian, 33 West 17th St., New York, N.Y. 10011
Send $1 for sample copy.

[ Six months for $14.50

[] Air delivery to Asia, Africa,
Pacific only: add $40 per year
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AUSTRALIA

in the Marines when a judge,
over a minor offence, gave
him a choice of the Marines
or jail. Naturally he ended
up 1in Vietnam; tne next
stop was Laos where Beane
went AWOL for several months
living in a local wvillage.
From the stockade he escaped
to live under-ground in
Saigon wheare he was
eventually picked up in one
of the military sweeps of
the area. Back in the
stockade, he ate nails and
was transferred to a hospi-
tal. It was from there he
escaped, overpowering his
guards and stealing a uni-
form which had an R&R pass
in the pocket.

In Australia he was wel-
comed by the anti Vietnam
War movement. Friends help-
ed him get the necessary
identity papers (in fact his
first Jjob in Australia was
with a U.S. firm which de-
manded a security clearance)
and it was only fear of pur-
suit by the U.S. authorities
which led Beane to move to
NSW where he worked as a
cook and a laborer. Along
the way he had tiwme for four
women to bear his children
(the paper calls them "de
facto" wives). The paper
reports on "dozens, perhaps
hundreds of Vietnam veterans
from both the U.S. and Aus-
tralia ...living hermit
existences in the deep,
hidden valleys of the Tweed
River (in NSW)." Where an
American was once a rarity
in the i area, according to
one local, they "are now all
over the place here." The
local population seems sym-
pathetic. Among the Ameri-

cans 1is ex-Colonel
Hackworth who
to better attack the Penta-
gon over nuclear war plans.
Hackworth inspired the char-
acter played by Marlon
Brando in "Apocolypse Now."

So, what to do if your
MIA/POW bracelet has the
name of Douglas Beane on it?

First, of course, be
glad that the man is alive
and well, that his name is
not one  of those whose name
will end up being moved from
the Pentagon's MIA/POW
ledger to the Vietnam Memor-
ial wWall.

And then it's time to
get mad as hell at a govern-
ment which continues to push
the 1idea that there ars
still POW's in Vietnam. of
course families of those who
are not accounted for in
Vietnam want to hope their
son, husband or father is
still alive--that 1is only
natural. Most of those who
demand return of "pri-
soners" Vietnam are sin-
cere their beliefs.
Others, less sincere, use
the POW 1issue as one more
means to justify the Viet-
nam war, and to justify the
U.S. refusal to abide by the
terms of the Paris Peace Ac-
cords. Just as during the
war the U.S. military had to
portray the Vietnamese as
less than human, as "gooks"
to be killed off, still to-
day the U.S. government
finds it useful to show the
Vietnamese as sub-human
creeps who will hide away
brave American soldiers and
keep them from their loving
families. The "insidious
oriental mind" 1is at work
torturing American GI's.

For those convinced
that there are still Ameri-
cans being held against

David
left the U.S.

the
in
in

their will 1in Vietnam--con-
vinced for either emotional
or political reasons--there
is nothing we can say which
will change there minds.
For others, however, here
are a couple of observa-
tions.

There is no conceivable
reason for the Vietnamese to
hold American prisoners;
it's expensive, among other
things, and the economy has
sufficient strains without
any more. If, according to
the argument, the Vietnamese
are holding prisoners 1in
order to get something from
the U.S. (like, for in-
stance, the -U.S. agreement
to abide by the agreement
already signed in 1973) then
Vietnam would have to let us
know that prisoners are
there.

Why are not

accounted for then?
It is not hard to imagine
that the Vietnamese have
more important things to do
than search for American
bodies, particularly when
some of these bodies are in
places not easily accessible

all the
MIA's

(as any vet who humped
through the jungles can
testify). The Vietnamese

have other priorities as we
should expect.

What about French troops
held "captive" for vyears
after the French defeat in
Indochina? We took the time
to write to the French em-
bassy to ask; they replied
that they knew of no such
prisoners.

And
thousands
"sightings" of Americans in
Vietnam? I have little
doubt that there are Ameri-
cans in Vietnam. I believe
they stayed behind by
choice. Many Vietnam vets

about the
reported

what
of

was the
War

can tell of friends who man-
aged to move into a local
village and while still
functioning, more or less,
as a member of the U.S.
military, took up something
close to local life. 1In his
book ....and a hard rain
fell, John Ketwig tells of

spending almost a vyear in
Thailand living in the midst
of the people, and of the
temptation to just fade into
the local scene and never
return to the U.S. 1In other
words, it 1is certainly pos-
siole for a GI to have be-
come Vietnamese. No doubt
some did and are still there
with no interest 1in ever
leaving.

And
story of

finally there's the
Douglas Beane: how
many GI's have simply slip-
ped through the Pentagon
counting procedures, how
many found it easier or
safer not be identified
or listed? How many Viet-
nam vets don't care what
list they might be on:, they
simply want to left alone
with whatever new life they
have created for themselves.
The losers in this ela-
borate charade are the fam-
ilies of the missing and,
perhaps to a greater extent,
the Vietnamese. Vietnamese
children, suffering from ex-
posure to Agent Orange, are
denied medical aid which
could come from the U.S. be-
cause Vietnam is embargoed,
an embargo which the U.S.
government can continue in
part because Reagan and Co
can say there are prisoners
still held in Vietnam. As
case of the Vietnam
itself, only the U.S.
government stands to gain.
--Pete Zastrow
VVAW National
Office

to

20th Anniversary of VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THEWAR see pages 2,8

Continued From page 9

Welcome Home....

Ronnie (then Gov. of California) and Nancey wish Stan well.
where are they now.

Put

can't recall his face in my
waking hours. I have for-
gotten much of that bunker
and most of those who came
to us for help. Occasion-
ally, in my dreams, they
still come; and even now I
simply can't do enough..
There are too many, and I am
ignorant. I don't know
enough. I don't know what

to do. I wake up, and my
wife rubs my shoulders.
Once again, I forget.

Stan disappeared.
swallowed by the VA
cracy. I had some
naive notion that as
we got people home

He was
bureau-
sort of
long as
alive,

2 switched off.

they were OK. Mostly, 1
just didn't think about it.
I was busy trying to heal
myself after I got back and
I had forgotten. We all
had.

Meanwhile, Stan got out
of Letterman. For once, he
left a hospital with more
than he had had when he en-
tered. He now had a drug
habit. He got married and
had two daughters. I don't
know much about his wife
except that she left him.
She took their daughters
with her. Stan had been in-
volved in a drug rehabilita-
tion program through the VA
but found himself drinking
instead. She couldn't take
any more and she left, pro-
bably around the time my
first wife left me. We find
a lot of parallels when we
vets sit down and compare
postwar histories.

Somewhere along the
line, the counselors stopped
being helpful. One went so
far as to suggest that jail
might be good for him. Stan
He no longer
had enough incentive to keep

fighting. Something was
wrong with him. He couldn't
identify it and neither
could anyone else. He was
defective, useless to socie-
ty, a disposable. No one
knew. No one cared. He was
one more of us who satiri-

cally labeled ourselves
"DCBKVs": Drug-Crazed Baby-
Killer Vets, after the media

image of the Vietnam vet at
the time. We were aliens,
volatile, emotionally and
physically dependent, lone-
ly, suicidal. Each of us
was sure in his own mind
that he was the only one,
that everyone else was okay.
No one had ever heard of

Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, SO we were creeps,
jerks, losers.

Stan felt so alone, so
unnecessary, so hopeless
that he decided to die.
What he couldn't know was
that even suicide wouldn't
go smoothly for him. Some-
where inside, a tiny part of
him still hoped for a better
life ahead, and he didn't
manage to kill himself.
Tragically, a police officer
lost his life trying to
prevent the suicide, and
Stan now faces murder
charges in addition to his
other problems.

He 1is something like a
monument in my mind, this
legless vet. He has lost
more than flesh and bone,

and there has been very
little effort made to
restore him to himself. In-

stead of recognition, or
even Jjust the treatment he
is owed, he has reaped a
grim harvest of neglect and
indifference. where is his

parade? Who will welcome
him home? Who even cares?
I do. I care. It may not
sound like much, but welcome
home, Stan Verketis. Welcome
home, brother.
--Bob Hanson,
Pembine, WI
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PRISON

(it was routinely "misplac- not support the established
ed" by officials), Hahn, by norms of my society." He
his persistence and strength did let me live out my ap-
of character had helped to peal bond in Chicago for
make the F.C.I. Veterans fourteen months. When I
Club one of the most viable lost my appeal and was sent
and powerful in the federal to Eglin F.P.C., I once
system. In that club with
sometimes as many as sixty Beret. He was a head clerk
vets present, we had hard- and still helpful and kind.
fought elections and createg E9lin had no veterans organ-
inmate politics. No where ization, but veterans seem-
is organizational activity ed even more abundant in
more important for human this minimum security en-
integrity and development vironment than at Tallahas-
than in the prison system. see. On my first inmate job
In March of 1986, my as an unskilled laborer on
judge had me moved from Tal- Eglin Air Force Base, three
lahassee at the end of my of my five co-workers were
stay with 25 other prisoners Vietnam combat veterans. I-
from all around the country, ronically they had never
none from Tallahassee. They talked about it to each
were bound for Eglin Federal other. Only one day when
Prison Camp. I was bound one of them made an anti-
for Santa Clara Country Jail American remark and an argu-
(?). The folder that the ment followed did all three
captain of the prison bus of them realize that they
was given said only that I shared so many experiences.
nad been a vet center coun- Inmates are responsible
selor and that I was senten- for the upkeep of the
ced to 34 years in prison. grounds at Eglin. Bordering
The captain was very polite a marshland bird sanctuary,
but informed me that he the camp is physically beau-
would have to chain me for tiful. There are no walls.
the trip for the protection Many of the inmates have
of his staff and the other testified against their co-
prisoners. As usual, I had defendants, and anyone else
a very heavy box of math that they can, in order to
books which I could not car- get assigned to a minimum
ry when chained. A large security facility. Others
inmate with a bushy beard have spent a great deal of
offered to carry them for me well-behaved time in higher-
and told me to stay close. level prisons in hopes of
He told me has had been a coming to this "country-
Green Beret in 'Nam and that club" facility. A few have
I was obviously "getting been convicted of crimes
screwed." He advised me to that might have merited no
"make a break for it" when- incarceration at all except
ever 1 got a chance. (I in- for their "bad" attitudes
correctly suspected at the such as refusing to cooper-
time that the man was a gov- ate with federal prosecu-
erninent plant.) tors. There are more people
Judge Hand resentenced reporting more
me to five years of incar- to the staff than the staff
ceration, three years of can ever need. Many members
special parole, and five of the guard staff think the
years of probation to run inmates have it too easy and
consecutively because, as he take esvery opportunity and
correctly surmised,

again met the ex Green before I did for

information.

¥

ject them to psychological
harassment. According to
the Superintendent, one out
cf ten inmates who are as-
signed to Eglin are shipped
to a higher level facility
for some kind of infraction
during their stay there--us-
ually insubordination or
drugs in their urine. Two
of the Vietnam veterans in
my first job assignment
would leave Eglin in chains
infrac-
tions. One would stay there
after I left due to an un-
correctable misstatement of
fact in his presentence in-
vestigation report. Fights
are almost unheard of. Be-
sides wanting to go home,
inmates want second-most to
stay at Eglin. Eglin is by
rule a place where inmates
keep to themselves.

Only Inmate Mason had
tried to organize a Vietnam
Veterans group when I arriv-
ed at Eglin. He was a cen-
ter of veterans' awareness
in the Camp. The guard who
checked me into Eglin after
giving my file a first
glance tole me that Mason as
in the Camp. The Camp ad-
ministration had refused
Mason the right to organize
Vietnam vets because his
book made him a person who
made his livelihood as a
Vietnam veteran. No inmate
is allowed to carry on his
livelihood while in federal
prison, so Mason couldn't
organize vets.

The staff at Eglin--as
at Tallahassee--included a
number of Vietnam veterans.
In January 1984, with the
help of two staff members,
we held a meeting of Viet-
nam veterans at Eglin. It
was a one-time evening, but
crowded 1into the jammed
room, we got to recognize
one another and share common
experiences. Perhaps if it
had been under a previous
presidential administration
we could have met regularly
and dealt with our mutual
problems in the solidarity
that organization brings.
As it is, I doubt that the

"do take every advantage to sub- Vietnam veterans at Eglin

have ever met again.

In conclusion, Vietnam
veterans are over-represent-
ed in U.S. prisons. I feel
that their being there is
related to their service in
Vietnam. I welcome the re-
search that will be neces-
sary to substantiate or re-
fute these conclusions.
Vietnam veteran inmates re-
cognize one another and can
draw strength from their
common bonds, experiences
and skills. Inmate veteran
organizations are viable
benificial possibilities for
their participants, but for
their existence .they remain
dependent on non-inmate cit-
izens or concerned prison
staff. Prisons have gotten
more crowded and restrictive
since the beginning of the
Reagan Administration and
will probably continue to
get worse.

By 1972, those of us who
were still in service in
Vietnam were required to
produce urine under the
scrutiny of a witness upon
demand. When I first ar-
rived at Eglin, inmates who
failed to meet such a re-
guirement within two hours
without drinking any 1liquid
were ruled to have "refused"
the test and so disciplined.
This, of course, violated
the Bureau of Prisons regu-
lations and came to a slow
halt with a little pain and
a lot of writing. The man-
datory urine samples in the
two settings are brought up
to make a point. 1In prison,
inmates constantly reassess
whom they can trust as if
their lives depend upon it
(and they do). Social life
is recreated again and again
in all its power at a very
individual level. As Kirk-
land in Bloods says, "We
realized that we just had to
do it ourselves....In Viet-
nam and in Lorton I was with
men at their darkest hour
....we cried together and

longed for the World
together. War is prison
too."

==G. David Curry, PhD
_ with Suzanne Erfurth

Vietnam
death
LA.

Wwayne Felde,
veteran, remains on
row in prison in Angola,
His world after Vietnam, and first degree
the other world that the Shreveport
rest of his society lives who died
in, did not fit; as with in which
other vets diagnosed as suf- attempting to stop Wayne
fering with post traumatic from shooting himself.
stress disorder, Felde could Nationally recognized psych-
not ever guite rejoin the jatrists and psychologists
society which had sent him testified at the trial that,
to Vietnam. As often has because of his illness,
happened, when that society Wayne was not 1in his right
could not deal with Felde, mind and had no criminal in-
it sent him away to prison. tent at the time ot the in-

Regardless of the pro- cident. Although the pro-,
blems that resulted in his secutor dismissed these doc-
going to prison, however, tors as ‘'"quacks," one of
Felde did not passively ac- them, Dr Charles Figley, was
cept the court's decisions. called upon by the President
He has fought every step of to aid the returning Iranian
the way and, with a group of hostages because of his
dedicated supporters, car- skill and expertise in deal-
ries on that fight still ing with PTSD.
today. After a stressful trial

The following informa- which lasted several weeks,
tion is quoted from a letter the jury found Wayne "guil-
to the editor by several of ty," making the inexplicable

murder
police offlcer
during a struggle
the policeman was

Felde's supporters, with ad- comment that they believed
ditional information from he was suffering from PTSD
other members of the Wayne but did not have it at the
Felde Defense Committee. time of the crime.

Wayne Felde is a victim Wayne was shot exten-
both of PTSD and of Agent O- sively by police, spending
range poisoning who is sen- almost four months in the
tenced to die in the Louisi- hospital for the wounds he
ana electric chair. received, losing some major

Wayne was charged with organs and parts of others

s passion in

as well Tas crippling his
right leg permanently. Bad-
ly crippled as a result of
police shooting and 1ill
treatment, and 1living in
mental hell, Wayne. could
not face 1life 1in prison.
When the jury found him
guilty as charged, he asked
for death rather than a life
sentence.

But Wayne does not want
to die. What he wants is
justice--recognition that he
is a casualty of war and
treatment to cure his ill-
ness. Wayne is not fighting
only for his 1life but for
justice for all Vietnam vet-
erans who have suffered as
he without treatment.

Wayne 1is a symbol of
the lack of justice and com-
our society, our
tendency to ignore our pro-
blems instead of solving
them. We tried to forget
the war and, in doing so, wa
forgot those who went to
kill and be killed. We left
them to wander our streets
as walking time bombs with
no understanding of what was
wrong with them. We owe it
t> Wayne and to all veterans
in similar trouble, and to

DEATH ROW VET

ourselves, to try and re-
store the human beings we've
maimed.

In a long and angry let-
ter to President Reagan,
Felde outlined his grie-
vances with the government,
especially the VA. 1In April
Felde said he had begun a
fast that would last until
there was some action or
until his death. He survi-
ved without food or nourish-
ment for 57 days. His let-
ter to the White House was,
of course, totally ignored.

However, the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV)
picked up his case and pled-
ged complete support if he
would end his fast. His de-
fense now goes forward with
the DAV in his corner, and
he is regaining lost
strength.

Wayne would appreciate
any and all letters of sup-
port, especially from other
veterans. Send them to
Wayne Felde, #100237, D.R.,
Angola, LA 70712. For more
information or to contribute
money, contact the Wayne
Felde Defense Committee,
P.O. Box 3, Grand Cane, LA
71032.
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does not deal
"terrorists," Reagan

went and did just that after

repeatedly
governments
same thing.
with a

condemning other
for doing the
And it did this
government that U.S.

officials claim financed the

bombing of
barracks that
Marine
course
sible for

the

the U.S. Marine

took over 200
lives in 1983. (Of
those really respon-
those deaths were

U.S. government itself

which put the Marines into a

war

zone and had Marines

then proceed to take sides,

and

on the Marine commander

in Beirut who, in a city no-

torious

for its car bomb-

ings, put 300 Marines into a

virtually

ing

to Iran
law,
Administration

to
was

undefended build-
.)

The act of selling arms
also violated U.S.
that the Reagan
had proposed
Another law

that Con-

a law

Congress.

violated in

gressional oversight commit-

tees were
parently
U.s.

not informed, ap-
on the advice of
Attorney General Meese.

But this was only part

of the orgy of law breaking.

It

turns out that having

sold U.S. government proper-

ty to Iran,

LTC North pro-

ceeded to divert the profits

to

the Contra mercenaries

fighting to overthrow the e-

lec

of Nicaragua.

ted Sandinista government
This, besides

violating laws against using

money
ment materials,

from selling govern-

was in di-

rect violation of the Boland

Amendment
government help
tras
also

forbidding U.S.
to the Con-
time. North
diverted

at that
apparently

some of this Contra money to

finance
paigns,
some

cam-
defeat
and

Congressional
seeking to

Contra opponents

help Contra supporters.

shooting down
senfus on a

pPlying
Nicaragua left

led

Even before
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of Eugene Ha-
CIA plane sup-
Contras inside
a trail that

back to Vice
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President George Bush. An
initial report of an inves-
tigation by Senator Kerry of
Massachussets and the Senate
Intelligence Committee was
released in October of 1986
that described a vast "in-
terconnecting system of bank
accounts, planes, helicop-
ters, semi-clandestine land-
ing strips, pilots, and mil-
itary bases which are used
for drug traffickers, arms
smugglers, mercenaries, Nic-
araguan Contras and organi-
zations that support them."
Kerry reported that this
network had been set wup by
the National Security Agency
and connected with the pri-
vate network of Contra sup-
port through Oliver North.
At this point the peo-
ple involved in this affair
had committed so many moral
and legal crimes that even
the U.S. media and Congress
had to take notice. To men-
tion one of the worst of
these «crimes, there is the
selling of arms to Iran at
the same time the CIA was
giving military intelligence
data to Iragq. This only
makes sense if the U.S. is
trying to prolong and inten-

sify the 1Iran/Iraq War, a
war that has gone on for
seven years and has repeat-
edly threatened to expand

and involve other countries
in one of the most strate-
gically vital areas of the
world. As directly as pos-
sible, this is an area well
designed to be the flash-
point for World War III. It
does not take superhuman
intelligence to see this is
not a fire on which to pour

gasoline. 1In a sane socie-
ty officials who were act-
ing to prolong this war

would be shot.

Under the circumstances
it 1is not surprising that
Reagan was finally forced to
sack  North and Poindexter,
and finally allow the ap-
pointment of a special pro-
secutor. Originally Meese
wanted to handle it all but
since he is one of those who
had set the

up "private"
supply system for the Con-
tras, that plan was just a

little too much.

* A Non-Profit Tax
Deductible National
Veterans Organization
Established in 1967.
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North and Poindexter
are now taking the 5th to
avoid testifying about what
they did or did not do as
members of the NSC. LTC
North has been particularly
stubborn about wearing his
medals and uniform as he
desparately tries to avoid
prison (Allentown 1is so, so
inhuman). Connoisseurs will
note that he has a Silver
Star, awarded at the time
during the Vietnam War when
all an officer had to do to
get one was to either kiss
ass or technically come
within range of enemy fire
(i.e. their own troops).
The fact that the circum-
stances under which he got
his medal are classified
makes it almost certain that
his "war hero" credentials
are as genuine as Ferdinand
Marcos'.

In the middle of this
spectacle, CIA chief William
Casy had half of his brain
removed to avoid having to
testify any more before Con-
gress. The doctors say it
was a malignant tumor, but
that would have been the
most benign part of  his
brain.) While he lies coma-
tose in the hospital, the
Administration denies that
the public has any right to
KiiOW ils condition or that
we have any right to expect
a replacement. (I person-
ally support the idea of a
vegetable running the CIA,
but the Administration's
treating the question of a
replacement obscene is
ludicrous.)

So where
leave us?
Congress 1is investiga-
of course. With Rea-

popularity down and
every Democrat hoping to
ride the TV coverage into
the Presidency, and all the
Republicans hoping that Bush
is one of the fall guys,
there 1is not much chance
that Reagan will get out of
this one. He made an at-
tempt to provoke a war be-
tween Honduras and Nicara-
gua in the hope of distract-
ing attention, and will cer-
tainly try again, but the
Hondurans have so far refu-
sed to play the role pro-
perly.

So far the main thrust
of the Congressional invest-
igations has focused on
"What did the President know
and when did he know it?"--
as though it is better that

as

does this

ting,
gan's

what was going on 1in his
basement. Personally, I
think it is worse if he did-
n't know. I agree with the
Soviets: in the nuclear age
it is better that even the
"enemy" have intelligent,
competent leadership. In-
stead we have a President
with a finger on the button
who no longer can even pre-
tend for 60 seconds not to
be senile. Adding that to
his already well-documented
ignorance, laziness and ina-
bility to distinguish
realiity from a aovie
script, and wa have a Pre-
sident totally iucapable of
controlling a bunch of ya-
hoos who could ge us into
the (last?) big one at any
moment .,

The question that the
Congressional inquiries will
not ask (but should) is what
did Congress know and when
did it know it? Does Con-
gress really pretend it had
no idea until now that Rea-
gan was violating Congres-
sional law on aiding the
Contras? The whole world
know that Reagan was viola-
tiing international 1law (as
proved in the World Court,
which found the U.S. quilty
of aggression against Nica-
ragua) and U.S. law in seek-
ing to overtrhow a foreign
government and in allowing
U.S. citizens to «carry on
this work from within the
Uu.Ss.
committed
then much
some hon-

such as
accessory

If Reagan has
countless crimes,
of Congress, with
orable exceptions
Senator Kerry, is
to the fact.

A&n even more fundamen-
tal question is why has this
scandal hit now? Why didn't
one of a thousand other acts
or idiocies sink the Reagan
Administration before now?
There are a number of
reasons., First, he who
lives by "terrorist bashing"
dies by "terrorist bashing."
Second, Reagan's policies in
Central America are so un-
popular that he had to re-
sort to increasingly despa-
rate strategies to keep his
Contra mercenaries alive.
Inevitably it blew up on
him. Third, he took a beat-
ing in the Congressional
elections and suddenly looks
weax; the press, having
been held back for years by
their publishers and the
fear Reagan's "popular-
ity," suddenly sees the
chance to strike (and it
would take a particularly
degraded being not to take
some satisfaction in seeing
such an ignorant, lazy,
corrupt, demogogic mediocri-
ty as Reagan exposed for
what he is!) It satisfies a
certain superstitious belief
in "justice" that we all
have.

And
has come
binge.
debt, a
debt, a
shattered

of

finally, the bill
due for the Reagan
A doubled national
sudden huge foreign
wrecked industry,
hopes for the
future are all coming home.
As previously serious cuts
in social programs are re-
placed by savage ones and
the phony prosperity dis-
sipates, people are begin-
ning to «catch on to the
fraud, Jjust at the moment
when Reagan has lost the
ability to read his tele-
prompter.
-—Evan Douthit
VVAW Chicago
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Over the past eight
years, I have been the A-
gent Orange Outreach Co-
ordinator for the Madison,
WI Chapter of VVAW. One of
the many duties and respon-
sibilities of that position
has been the collection and
distribution to appropriate
parties of data and test
studies dealing with health
effects of toxic exposure.
Over the years I've travel-
led extensively, testifying
at hearings on the local,
state and federal level. I
have spoken and correspond-
ed with scientists world-
wide doing independent re-
search on humans exposed to
pesticides and herbicides.
I have participated in enac-
ting legislation to help
protect my family and
friends from re-exposure to
toxic chemicals.

I wish to share with
you some of the new informa-
tion available to date, as
well as organizations and
publications out there which
are working on the same is-
sues. Please write to them,
use the information as a
tool in your area to fight
for requlation of pesticides
and herbicides. There is
help!

First, the Northwest
Coalition for Alternatives
to Pesticides, quarterly
publishes a Journal of Pest-
icide Reform which includes
excellent articles, referen-
ces and suggestions on how
to protect yourselves from
re-exposure. These people
(some of whom are vets) have
their shit together and are
kicking ass from the North-
west to DC. You can do it
too, with their help. You
can subscribe to the Jour-
nal ($12/year) by writing to
them at P.O. Box 1393, Eu-
gene, OR, 97440, or calling
(503) 344-5044. The latest
issue is devoted to children
and toxic chemicals and ex-
plains,
are seeing the myriad of
health problems in our kids,
and how to deal with them.

It includes the latest stu- &

dies on Love Canal children
and health effects,

in lay terms, why we J

an arti-

Pesticide Info Packet, which
includes data to aid you in
educating your physician to
understand, diagnose, docu-
ment and treat pesticide and
herbicide exposure problems.
They are a non-profit organ-
ization that deserves your
input and support. All do-
nations are tax deductlble,
and the organization is very
interested in helping and
supporting vets. What they

cle on "Parenting Chemically |8

Sensitive Children," and
"The Immune System and Pest-
icides.” _
NCAP also offers varic

packets, for nominal fees,
which are extremely useful.
"planning for Non-Chemical
Schoolgrounds," Toolkits,

and the new Physician's |

cal Ecology,

80205

do helps us--Use Their Ser-
vices.

There is also a new
study by the National Cancer
Research Institute, linking
a six-fold increase in lym-
phoma in Kansas farmers to
direct exposure to 2,4-D.
This study is available from
Sheila Hoar, MD, National
Cancer Research Institute,
Landow Bldg. 4016, 900 Rock-
ville Pike, Bethesda, MD
20892.

The Society for Clini-
and Del Stig-
ler, MD, now has a directory
available of physicians
throughout the U.S. special-
izing in treatment of toxic
exposure. To obtain it, and
info on an ecological physi=
cian near you, write to Dr
Stigler at Suite 409, 2005
Franklin St, Denver, CO

* * * *

Sice 1984 when the Man-

HEMICALS,24-D
ERBICIDE INFO

of us stopped working and
faded into the woodwork
feeling once again betrayed.
Veteran activism, particu-
larly on Agent Orange, is
very hard work; we all know

that it takes up all your
time, all your money and
your sanity. All seemed
lost.

However, as the years
go on, the evidence mounts
against the chemical com-
panies. More people, domes-
tically, are becoming ill
from their products--farm-
ers, their own plant work-
ers, chemical applicators,
and chemical users. Stu-
dies are being published
daily on the harmful ef-
fects of pesticides and her-
bicides. Four of the labs
doing safety studies on
these chemicals--prior to
registering them with the
EPA--have been cited for the
manipulation of test data.
Several luminaries in the
industry have been heavily
fined and are serving hard
time in federal prison for
poisoning us and others.

The GAO report shows that
the EPA cannot protect any-
one from hazardous chemicals
and never did. The EPA can-
not say pesticides and her-
bicides are safe. They are
not. They have not been
properly tested--and won't
be--until the 21st century!

Congress is finally work-
ing on pesticide reform and
is realizing the extent of
the damage to us all. Our
chosen attorney, Victor Yan-
nacone has filed a new mo-
tion, based on new studies,
to gain justice for vets and
familes affected by Agent
Orange in the way it should
have been done in the first
place. More Americans are
aware and supportive thanks
to our years of work.

I urge all of you out
there to keep trying, keep
working, keep fighting--what

jagement Committee settled other choice to we have?
G the Agent Orange Class Ac- Our children's futures de-
tion Suit out of court, many pend on our activism. I
vets and family meinbers were know it's difficult--it's a
.disgusted, discouraged and bitch. But don't give up!
jburned out on the whole is- --Sukie Wachtendonk
sue, myself included. Many Madison VVAW

According to a recent
General Accounting Office
Study, requested by the Sen-
ate Subcommittee on Toxic
Substances and Environmen-
tal Oversight, most of the
50,000 pesticide and herbi-
cide products registered
(licensed) for use today
have not beeén fully tested
and evaluated in accordance
with current testing re-
guirements. Due to the vast
number of toxins on the mar-
ket and the costs to ade-
gqguately test them, the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency estimates that it
will be well into the 21st
Century before that task
will be completed. In the
interim, the general public
will continue to be exposed
to hazardous pesticides.

In Use~But Not Tested

STUDY EXPOSES NEW RISK

In fact, according to approved." ) P{ofessional applicators,
the report, published in The GAO Report states 1n d%squ551ng the saﬁe;y of
April of 1986, "The public that "not only is the public pesticides and herbicides,

state that they are EPA re-

poorly informed about the
gistered. EPA differenti-

risks associated with herbi-

is not told about the uncer-
tainties surrounding chronic

or long term health risks." cide and pesticide use, they ates between the terms "re-
It further states that are not told that they have gistered" and "approved."
"pesticides manufacturers' not been tested for chronic It is, in fact, unlawful for

pesticide labels and distri-
butors' promotional materi-
als to state that their
chemicals are "EPA approv-
ed," as this implies that
the EPA endorses or recom-
mends the product. They do
not because they are not

health effects in accordance
with current standards."
"Moreover, the chemical in-
dustry makes safety claims
that the EPA considers to be
false and misleading."

The Federal Insecti-
Fungicide and Rodenti-

advertizing sometimes
claims that pesticides and
herbicides are safe and have
low toxicity." "EPA be-
lieves that no pesticide can
be considered safe and is
concerned that such claims

discourage users from fol- cide,

lowing label directions cau- cide Act, as amended, au- "safe."
tiously." Professional ap- thorizes several types of According to the GAO
plicators, such as lawn care enforcement actions, includ- report, "Medical research-

ers believe that chemical
sensitivity causes a wide
range of physical and beha-
vioral symptoms in people
who do not realize that her-

ing civil and criminal pen-
alties, but enforcement ac-
tion for unacceptable safety
claims is a low EPA prior-
ity."

companies and pest control
companies, for years, have
claimed that the pesticides
and herbicides they use are
safe and harmless and "EPA
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We are compelled once
again to write this letter
with an appeal to Madison
residents. To those who
chemcially treat their lawns
please, please consider your
neighbors before you spray.
Many of us are extremely
sensitive to the myriad of
herbicides and pesticides
you use on your lawns.

Most of the 50,000
pesticides products regis-
tered (licensed) for use
today have not been fully
tested and evaluated in
accordance with current
testing requirements. Due
to the vast number of toxins
on the market, and the costs
to adequately test them, the
EPA estimates that it will
be well into the 2lst cen-
tury before that task will
be completed. 1In the inter-
im, the general public will
continue to be exposed to
hazardous pesticides.

In fact, according to a
General Accounting Office
(GAO) report published in
April 1986, "The public is
not told about the uncer-
tainties surrounding chro-

nic or long-term health
risks." It further states
that "pesticide manufactur-

ers' advertising sometimes
claims that pesticides and
herbicides are safe and have
low toxicity."

"EPA believes that no

bicides, pesticides, or
other substances are the
source of their illness."
"These severe, acute reac-
tions include fatigue,
headaches, muscular aches,
eye irritation, coughing,
dizziness, motor instabil-
ity, forgetfulness, depres-
sion, hyperactivity and ir-
ritability in people." "The
chronic effects are mutagen-
ic or cause genetic changes
in subsequent generations."
"They are teratogenic and
cause birth defects."  "They
also cause tumor formations
in living tissue."

This report reveals
nothing new to Vietnam vet-
erans and their families.
For too many years we have
suffered from the effects of
harmful pesiticides and her-
bicides. What is news 1is
that the EPA admits that
these chemicals can be harm-

B Ty

i

i

pesticide can be considered
safe and is concerned that
such claims discourage users
from following label direc-
ations cautiously." Profes-
sional applicators, such as
lawn care companies and 'pest
control companies, for years
have claimed that the pesti-
cides and herbicides they

use are "safe," "harmless,"
and EPA approved.
The GAO report states

that "not only is the public
poorly informed about the
risks associated with herb-
icide and pesticide use,
they are not told that they
have not been tested for
chronic health effects in
accordance with current
standards. Moreover, the
chemical industry makes
safety claims that the EPA
considers to be false and
misleading."

The Federal Insecticide,
Fungacide and Rodenticide
Act as amended authorizes
several types of enforcement
action, including civil and
criminal penalties, but en-
forcement action for unac-
ceptable safety claims is a
low EPA priority.

Professional applicators,
in discussing the safety of
pesticides and herbicides,
state that they are EPA re-
gistered. EPA differenti-
ates between the terms "re-
gistered" and "approved."

ful. We must use this re-
port to enact legislation to
protect ourselves, on a
local, state and federal le-
vel. The process has begun.
I urge every member of VVAW
to call your alderperson,
your Congressman and your
Senators. Inform them of
the report and demand that
these chemicals be taken off
the market. We must active-
ly oppose this use of these
chemcials. I propose that
VVAW members and chapters
use the considerable power
that we possess to fight
this on every level we pos-
sible can. I hope you will
agree and act now!

(The report is available
from the U.S. General Ac-
counting Office, Box 6015,
Gaithersburg, MD 20877.
"Non-Agricultural Pesticides
--Risks and Regulations:
RCED-86-125; and "Pesti-
cides: EPA's Formitable
Task to Assess and Regulate
Risks."

Yactions

It is, in fact, unlawful for
pesticide labels and distri-
butors' promotional mater-
ials to state that their
chemicals are EPA approved
as this implies that EPA en-
dorses or recommends the
product. They do not be-
cause they are not safe.
According to the GAO re-
port, "Medical researchers
believe that chemical sensi-
tivity causes a wide range
of physical and behavioral
symptoms in people who do

©. not realize that herbicides,

pesticides and other sub-
stances are the source of

®~their illness."

"These severe, acute re-
include fatigue,

headaches, muscular aches,

tfeye irritation, coughing,
dizziness, motor instabil-
ity, forgetfulness, depres-

sion, hyperactivity and ir-
ritability in people. The
chronic effects are mutagen-
ic or cause genetic changes
in subsequent generations.
They are teratogenic and
cause birth defects. They
also cause tumor formations
in living tissue."

In 1980 the city spray-
ed across the street from
our home at Warner Park,.
Our son suffered the classic
symptoms of toxic exposure.
He also suffered a major
seizure .. We lost the only
home we probably will ever
own. The Department of
Agriculture and the EPA is-
sued warnings and fines to
the city and the applicator.

We worked long and hard
for a moratorium to end the
usage of 2,4-D on city parks
and property. Since that
time we have had to contin-
ually take action to deal
with pesticides and herbi-
cides in the lakes, on
school playgrounds and on
neighbors' lawns. We've had
to move four times to avoid
re-exposure which severely
affects our family's health.

This past Wednesday, at
8 AM, my children and I were
forced, once again, to flee
our home. A city-subsidized
apartment complex for elder-
ly and disabled persons ac-
ross our street had hired a
commercial applicator and
was in the process of defol-
iating sections of two large
city blocks with herbicides.

We are very weary of
moving. I hate the feeling
in the pit of my stomach
when I see a Chemlawn or Tru
Green truck parked in my
neighborhood. I know that I
must frantically gather my
children and evacuate my
home before your chemical
assault begins.

I am weary of battling
multinational corporations,
agronomists, and bureaucrats
who continue to swear to the
safety of these products.
Please reconsider your deci-
sions to use toxic chemicals
on your lawns and gardens--
there are other alterna-
tives. Send for the GAO re-
port and educate yourselves.
Weigh the benefits and risks
of using toxins on your fam-
ilies, your neighbors and
our environment!

If you must spray, please
post the area (ahead of time
if possible) to notify your
neighbors that your are us-

ing chemicals that quite
possibly can be harmful to
everyone Thank you!
--Jim and Sukie
Wachtendonk

(From the Madison, WI, Capi-
tal Times.)

Australian
Vet Leader
Commits

Suicide

The suicide death of
Phil Thompson, the 42-year-
0old Vietnam vet and Presi-
dent of Australia's Vietnam
Veterans' Association stir-

red memories of Vietnam and

raised questions about the
treatment of Australian
Vietnam veterans. One of

Thompson's hopes was for the
establishment of an Austra-
lian Vietnam War memorial
and, although the planning
for such a monument 1is un-
derway, memorial yet
axists.
Thompson

no

had been the
President of the veterans
association for six years;
he had recently announced
his retirement from the
position because of bowel
cancer, one of the many
symptoms often associated
with exposure to Agent O-
range in Vietnam. M. any of
Thompson's associates said
that his suicide was a final
protest against the way in
which Vietnam vets have been
treated in Australia.

The Vietnam Veterans
Association is cradited with
having forced the Australian
government to investigate
the effects of exposure to
Agent Orange on veterans and
the set up a sa2ries of Viet-
nam Veteran Counseling ser-
vices, similar to the vets'
centers in the U.S. All the
problems of post traumatic
stress disorder found in
U.S. veterans are also com-
mon 1in Australian Vietnam
veterans.

Desite a high incidence
of things 1like broken mar-
riages, alcoholism, drug a-
buse and other difficulties
to adjust , Australian Viet-
nam veterans did not have
suwme of the causes for ptsd
often set forth in the U.S.
Australian vets were older
than U.S. Vietnam troops
(some three and a half years

older on the average when
they went to Vietnam). They
went over as units, fought
as units, and returned to
Australia as units, unlike
U.S. troops who came, fought
and went home on an indivi-
dual basis. Australian
Vietnam troops, or at least
many of them, still belong

to associations of their old
units and march together re-
gularly on Anzac Day.

The suicide of Phil
Thompson serves to underline
that the post-traumatic
stress problems do not have
a simple cause. Perhaps it
can also serve as a warning
that the problems of Vietnam
vets will surface once again
if the U.S. government
should get wus involved in a
war without popular support,
without the interests of the

participants in mind, or a
war against a people (such
as the Nicaraguan people)
determined to remain frese
and independent.
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On September 1 Charles
Liteky, a Vietnam veteran
and winner of the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor, and
George Mizo, a combat veter-
an of Vietnam, began a water
only fast on the steps of
the Capitol building 1in
Washington in protest

against the "immoral, il-
legal and insane" U.S. gov-
ernment war moves 1in Cen-

tral America. On September
15 they were joined by WW II
veteran Duncan Murphy and
Vietnam veteran Brian Will-
son. The fast continued for
47 days until the wveterans
felt their action had
brought about a significant
increase in public awareness
and opposition to Reagan Ad-
ministration policies in
Central America.

Charles Liteky, a form-
er priest, received the Me-
dal of Honor for bravery in
Vietnam. He received the
Medal for rescuing 20 wound-
ed men during a four-hour
fire fight despite being
wounded himself.

On July 29th, Liteky,
co-ordinator for the Nation-
al Federation of Veterans
for Peace returned his Medal
of Honor to protest the Rea-
gan Administration's poli-
cies in Central America and
war on Nicaragua.

On September 1lst the
fast began triggered by the
Senate approval of $100 mil-

lion in aid to the "Con-
tras." At the outset of the
fast, Liteky and Mizo stated
their reasoning: "We're

fasting for the lives of the
Nicaraguan people who are
victims of the U.S.-backed

"Some of us have spent
time in Nicaragua. We're in
constant contact with people
there and we believe that
the situation there is no-
where like the Administra-
tion is painting it to be.
We feel that the Sandinista
government has been vilified
by the Reagan Administration
and the State Department.

"We agree with the World
Court that the U.S. is guil-
ty of war crimes related to
Nicaragua and we are chagri-
ned over the fact that by
executive decision, the U.S.
was withdrawn from the jur-
isdiction of the World Court
a court that it respected
for at least some 40 odd
years.

"So, to demonstrate the
depth of our conviction
about the immorality and il-
legality of what the U.S. is
doing in Nicaragua, we have
chosen to put our lives on
the line and have embarked
upon this Fast for Life, on
water only.

"We will stop fasting
when the American people are
awakened enough to know what
we are doing in Nicaragua to
begin to demonstrate, to do
civil disobedience if neces-
sary, to possibly come to
Washington for a demonstra-
tion; to begin also to pray
and to fast, because we feel
that this is a spiritual
problem. We feel that our
government is spiritually
ill when it can approve of
the kind of policies that it
is sanctioning in Nicaragua
in the name of anti-commun-

ism, democracy and our na-
tional interest.
"To us this is a pure

sham. What the U.S. is in-
terested in maintaining in

Central America is the same
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thing it has maintained for
at least 100 years--control,
domination. All anyone has
to do is look back at the
history of the U.S. in Cen-
tral America and they'll
discover what we have done
to maintain control. This
pertains to Guatemala 1in
1954; and the ousting of
the Socialist leader Allen-
de in Chile in 1973. And
now we're trying to do the
same thing in Nicaragua.

"We are veterans of
Vietnam and World War II, we
know what war is all about.
We are also people who suf-
fered along with our bro-
thers from Vietnam; and we
now know, after the declas-
sified documents on Vietnam
and the books that are com-
ing out on it now, that
Vietnam was born of a lie,
The Gulf of Tonkin was a
fabricated incident to se-
duce Congress into appro-
priating the necessary mon-
ies to begin that war down
there...."

As media attention be-
gan to slowly turn on the
seriousness of the fasters'
goals,, invariably the ques-
tions direct at them took on
the usual U.S. media skepti-
cism regarding Nicaragua.
Charles Liteky spoke clearly
to them saying,

"People will say, 'What
about the Sandinistas?'
Well, I say, What about the
Sandinistas? I don't pay
taxes in Nicaragua, I am not
responsible for what the
Sandinistas do.

"And they say, Well
aren't you afraid that they

could spread Marxism all

over Central America and
eventually up into Mexico?
Well, if Marxism speaks
to a solution for those
people's problems, then cer-
tainly they're going to be a
lot better off under Marxism
than they would be under a

Hunger strikers (from left) George Mizo, Duncan Murphy, Charlie Liteky, Brian Willson:

person like Pinochet, under
the military dictatorship in
Guatemala, formerly under
Somoza, and under the oli-
garchy and the military in
El Salvador.

What are we going to do
about it? Are we going to
go there in a realistic way
and speak to the economic
problems of those countries,
or are we just going to set
up "fortress America" and
defend ourselves and main-
tain the disparity. It all
depends on how people answer
their conscience.

But our government does-
n't get involved with how to
help poor people. We're not
even involved in it here in
the U.S. They're taking mo-
ney away from many of our
social programs here to sup-
port our military budget.
WWe have 100,000 homeless
people right here in the na-
tion's capital. Wwe've got
60,000 in my hometown in San
Francisco.

Every major city of this
country has homeless people,
which says to me the govern-
ment that we elected is not
as concerned about the poor
people in this country as it
is about protecting the sta-
tus quo for the large middle
class and the elite wealthy
in this country.

The second most frequent
question Charles Liteky and
may vets arund the country
hear is, "Is the U.S. going
to invade Nicaragua with U,

S. troops?" To this Charles
replies,

"Definity, defintely.
If the "Contras" can't do

it--and I don't see any way
in which they're going to be
able to do it, and I think
our military experts agree
with this--the U.S. already
has an invasion plan ready
to go. Everything points in
this direction. The gradual
introduction of advisers--

the CIA has been there for
God knows how long, at least
since 1979, working in that
area, they've built up a
tremendous military complex
in Honduras that can be used
as a military platform all
over the country. The
handwriting's on the wall
for a military invasion.
Then we'll be going in to
rescue the "Contras" the
people most of the American
people are not supporting
anyway.

"On my trip to Nicara-
gua, I went up to a mountain
village called Venetia that
had been relocated from a
place about 20 miles away,
which the "Contras" had com-
pletely destroyed. These
490 people were then reloca-
ted to another place, an old
coffee plantation that had
been abandoned. These
people had been there for
about a year when we got
there and we were the first
Americans to come and vi-
sit them.

"These people began to
tell us the stories about
how the "Contras" had raided
their villages, taken some
of their young men. One
lady in particular lost two
sons, and she had one re-
maining son and her husband
was also deceased. And she
told us to go home to Presi-
dent Reagan and put our hand
upon his chest and tell him
to "stop killing us." That
remains with me until this
day. I can see the image of
that woman.

"On the other hand, our
government has hired Nicara-
guan people, the leadership
of whom are the former na-
tional guard of one of the
most brutal regimes in Cen-
tral American history. We
have hired remnants of this
national guard to be the
leadership of the counter-
revolutionaries, known as
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we will somehow reconsider
to see whether the olive
branch of peace is not worth
picking up."

On the Phil Donahue
talk show which featured the
hunger strikers, one of the

the "Contras."
"In a way, they are our
proxies in Nicaragua, doing

our dirty work.

"We're appealing to the
American people to wake up,
look at what our government
is doing with our tax mon-
ey, make a decision whether
or not you think that is
right or wrong. And if you
think it's wrong, then we
have to get people that we
put in office, who are vot-
ing for policies like aid to

the "Contras" out of of-

fice." )
On September 15, Liteky

and Mizo were Jjoined 1in

their fast by Brian Willson,
and Air Force Vietnam vet
and Duncan Murphy, a World
war II vet who was present
at the liberation of Bergen-
Belson concentration camp in
Germany. Murphy stated, "I
spent several months in the
Belsen concentration camp
listening to the stories,
working with survivors,
hearing of WNazi atrocities.

"Forty years later I went
to Nicaragua and I heard the
ame stories from victims of
the "Contras.""

Brian Willson added, "One
of the reasons we're fasting
is to make it clear to the
American people what the
bottom line of our (U.S.)
policy in Nicaragua is--
people are suffering and
dying and being maimed.
People have to understand
this is what happens when we
send guns and weapons to
kill those people."

Murphy summed it up:
"Let Congress go down there

and fight. Let them kill the
children, mothers an
fathers."

Vowing to continue
their fast to death, unless
there were significant
change in U.S. policy toward
Central America, the four
fasters begin receiving de-
served attention from dif-
ferent parts of the country
in addition to support from
vets groups across the na-
tion.

Letters of support be-
gan piling up. Congress-—
ional support from Tip
O'Neil to junior represen-
tatives, Senators such as
John Kerry from Massachu-
setts, boosted the fast and
placed their statements into
the Congressional Record.
Kerry stated, "I hope before
~hey are in wheelchairs that

0 I want to subscribe to Central
America News Update. __ as an
institution @ $30 a year. As an
individual for __ 1 year @ 815,
___ 6 months @ $8.

"I found (CANU) most useful."
Cockburn. Also recommended by the National Pledge of Resistance, Mobilization for Survival &

BIWEEKLY FOREIGN PRESS DIGEST Vietnam Veterans Against the War.

Central America News Update

0 I want to send gift subscription(s)
(Mark the individual

most notable members of the
audience, actor Martin
Sheen, said, "These men have
earned the long-standing
blessings, 'Blessed are they
who hunger and thirst for
justice.' I was in Nicara-
gua in December of 1984 my-
self and came back having
made the promise to stop the
killing."

"Do you, one-on-one, have
the courage to blow the head
off a l1l2-year-old girl be-
cause she 1is a Sandinista,
Communist or Nicaraguan. If
not, how can you ask someone
else to do it in your name
or in the name of the Ameri-
can people?"

As the fast continued on
October 5th, one of "someone
elses"
to was the only survivor
from an obviously CIA sup-
ported air crash in a remote
part of Nicaragua. The ap-
pearance of the 45-year-old
ex-Marine, Eugene Hasenfus,
gave the fasting vets yet
more leverage in their fast.
As they pressed on, numerous
appeals from the famous and
from common people rolled
into Washington to appeal to
the vets to end their fast--
to live. Children visiting
the Capitol building in
Washington, on whose steps
the vets spent every after-
noon, touched the fasters
saying, "Please don't die."

As they neared death on
the 46th day of their "Fast
for Life," the fasters end-
ed their fast.

The impact of their ac-
tions, while difficult to
measure had definitely
affected people across the
country; support that con-
tinues to grow to this day
shows that theirs was not a
futile gesture.

On October 17th the four
vets and their supporters
announced the seond phase of
their on-going wvigil on the
Capitol steps. Brian Will-
son and George Mizo traveled
to Nicaragua to begin a vets
peace action on the Nicara=-
guan border with Honduras,
while Charles Liteky travels
throughout the U.S. to build
support for the continuing
effort.

Interested individuals
or groups may contact the
fasters at:

Vets Fast For Life
P.0.Box 53271
Temple Heights Station

Washington, DC 20009
--Bill Davis
VVAW National Office

to the following.
rates and fill in address.)

0 I want to distribute Central
America News Update.

Central America News Update, PO Box 578495, Chicago, IL 60657

that Sheen referred'

Noam Chomsky.

Victims of the Contras

VVAW ADOPTS
ORPHANS

""Contra" had been gunned
down with Javier in her
arms. The father had been
dragged off by the "Contra"
and no one knows what has
happened to him.

Javier will survive his
bullet wounds. The "Contra"
usually kill children (CIA
terror tactics). Although
not known for sure, it seems
that rapid arrival of Sandi-
.. “nista troops saved Javier
and his brother.

Since no relatives could
e be found the children were
."f_f\" Y given the last name of their
T +!'area--carazo.

X Javier was adopted by
3 S «-‘Madison, VVAW, and Dionisio
”3 by Chicago's VVAW chapter.
alar wadse. . -The brothers will remain to-
In January of 1986 two gether at Rolando Caraado
VVAW chapters--Chicago and and messages and gifts (only
Madison--voted to adopt or- gifts of an educational na-
phans of the "Contra" war in ture which can be shared by
Nicaragua. all the children at the Or-
. Since the Reagan Admin- phanage, please) will be
istration insists on waging passed on to them by the
war on an impoverished coun- chapters
try of 3 million people, a Chicago and Madison VVAW
war which nearly three quar- chapters encourage other
ters of the American people chapters and individuals and
are against, a war that has organizations to consider
no support from any other the needs of these children
country in the world, a war and look into the ERC God-
which is waged in our name parent Project by contact-
and which can only lead to ing:
the eventual loss of our The Ecumenical Refugee
children--with all of this Council, Inc
chapter members felt that we Concilio Ecumenico para
wanted to extend our concern Refugiados, Inc
to some of the real victims 2510 N. Frederick
of the war, the children. Milwaukee, WI 53211
When we began- - to re- (414) 332-5381. .
search the project we found Work for PEACE--it's the

that there were already 7000 only hope the children of

4 the world have!

--Virg McFadden
Chicago VVAW

orphans in Nicaragua,
staggering number consider-
ing that the entire popula-
tion of the country is about
the same as that of Chicago.
The need for godparents was
and is great, and growing.

By mid-summer we recei-
ved photos and other infor-
mation about our godchil-
dren. Javier is about a
year and a half old;  his
brother, Dionisio, is about
three.

Here is what is known
of their story:

On April 8, 1986, a
sixteen-year-old Sandinista
soldier stationed in the
area of Chantalis Y Zleya
Central snatched Javier from
the arms of his dead mother,
their blood running together
as one, and took the wounded
baby and his brother to the
Rolando Carado CDI (orphan-
age) 1in San Marcos about 38
kilometers from Managua.
The soldier said that the
mother, while fleeing the

"I read it and I like it." Alexander

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

(312) 281-6735
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Meeting and Guarding

COMMANDANTE

Nicaragua's highest
ranking woman, Commandante
Dora Maria Tellez, Minister
of Health, spoke in Chicago
on September 29th and 30th
at events sponsored by Cen-
tral American Medical BAid
and co-sponsored by VVAW,
CCSNP and others.

VVAW members served as
a security escort during her
two days here.

Commandante Dos spoke
on the current situation in
Nicaragua with special em-
phasis on the changes in
health care and on the
changing role of women.
"Women participated in our
Revolution," she said. "Not
in the kitchens but as com-
batants. In the political
leadership. This gives us a
very different experience."

In an emotional plea
she asked for "direct
dialogue between the U.S.
administration and Nicara-
gua" and stressed the im-
portance of direct people-
to-people dialogue between
the people of North America

and the people of Nicaragua.

Dora

Maria Tellez
VVAW's Mike Terry

with

(The following is a press
ralease from MACV--Material
Assistance Committee--Ver-
mont--concerning their most
recent project in support of
the people of Central Ameri-
ca.)

MACV 1is pleased and
excited to announce our
newest, and we think most
important, solidarity pro-
ject: Radio Incoming--ra-
dio broaacasts by anti-war
U.S. vets from Nicaragua to
U.S. enlisted military and
National Guard peopnle in
Honduras. The broadcasts
will feature music, news and
commentary about Nicaragua
and Central America (as well
as U.S. foreign policy in
general) and their struggle
for self-determination, and
live and taped interviews
with anti-war U.S. veterans
speaking from the heart
about their personal exper-
iences in Vietnam and since,
with the emphasis on what
this repeat of history means
for people in Central Ameri-
ca as well as for young GIs.

MACV is a support/ac-
tion group for the Nicara-
guan people and their revo-
lution, founded in late 1984
by three U.S. vets (two
Vietnam, one era) then li-
ving and working in Nicara-
gua Libre. Since 1984, we
have been sending regular
care packages directly to
the Nicaraguan foot sold-
iers who are forced daily to
defend their people and
revolution from U.S. aggres-
sion by proxy in the form of
the "Contra" mercenaries.

Currently, we have two
people living full-time in
Nicaragua, developing Radio
Incoming and strengthening
our older material aid cam-
paigns. We can use your
help and support for this
project, the purpose of
which is to counter the Rea-
gan Administration's indoc-
trination and disinformation
about the nature of the Nic-
araguan revolution by offer-
ing enlisted personnel ac-

RADIO INCOMING,
ASSISTANCE

THRU TRUTH

cess to other viewpoints,
especially those of anti-war
veterans. Our hope is that
Radio Incoming will help en-
listed people to begin
thinking in an independent
way about their roles in
Central America, and that
our efforst will plant the
seeds which will mature #&n-
to an anti-war GI movement
such as the one which grew
in Vietnam. Radio Incoming
isn't so much a propaganda
program as it is a reflec-
tion of our belief that if
people, including those in
the military and National
Guard, are presented with
alternative information they
will develop, on thier own,
a critical analysis of Cen-
tral America and its politi-
cal context and begin ques-
tioning their role in fur-
thering the militarization
of the area.

Radio Incoming is, above
all, a direct effort to
intervene, with our voices,
in the process begun in
Washington that is leading
inevitably to a full-scale
war. We believe it is our
responsibility as veterans
to prevent this by sharing
our experience and thought
with this new generation of
U.S. soldier, before it's
too late.

Vets and non-vets alike
can participate directly in
this program and help sus-
tain it. The following are
some suggestions for people

wishing to help support MACV
and especially Radio Incom-

Ly FINANCIAL SUPPORT
is needed now and on an on-
going, dependable basis.
MACV is committed to guaran-
teeing the self-sufficiency
of our people in Nicaragua,
so that they are never a
burden on the already strap-
ped Nicaraguan people. We
need your help in meeting
expenses, mainly housing
and food, but also for ma-
terial support (tapes, news
resources, technical equip-
ment, etc.) If you or your
group can make a donationa
or monthly pledge (however
large or small) we will very
much appreciate it and you
will receive regular updates
from us on the project's
progress.

2. TAPED INTERVIEWS
WITH ANTI-wWAR U.S. VETS are
needed also on a regular ba-
sis and in as large a quan-
tity as possible. Inter-
views should be done on
high-quality cassette tapes,
should include the name and
hometown of the interviewed
vets, and should be 10-20
minutes in length. Vets can
talk about their experiences
in Vietnam, what they
learned from them, what that
experience has beant since
then in their civilian
lives, and what they think
about the Reagan Administra-
tion's war in Central Ameri-
ca. If they've been to Ni-
caragua or El Salvador, it's
great if they can speak
about what they saw and
learntéd from the people

there. All vets are wel-
come, from any war and role,
combat or non-combat. Some
people are put off by tape-

recorders--those folks
should know they can write a
statement and send it to us
for airing in Nicaragua.

s . EXISTING GROUPS OR
COMMITTEES CAN SUPPORT RADIO
INCOMING AND LEND THE ORGAN-
IZATION NAME AS AN ENDORSE-
MENT.

There ara many ways to
support the project. Groups
or individuals can send us
newsclippings about resis-
tance activities. We need
many good-quality cassettes
of all kinds of music. We
need to hear from vets and
vets' groups--let them know
about Radio Incoming and how
to contact us. We need a
network of reliable couriers
(if you or a friend are tra-
veling to Nicaragua, let us
know); most of our communi-
cations and material trans-
port is done through courier
as the mails are slow and at
times interfered with (the
U.S. postal service has a
habit of "losing" mail and
packages bound for Nicara-
gua).

We look forward to hear-
ing from you.

Gary Sisco, co-
coordinator.

MACV's address is:
MACV
231 S. Winooski Avenue
Burlington, VT 05401
PHONE: (802) 863-6757
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RECOLLECTIONS

THE VETERAN welcomes letters,
comments and criticisms. Please write,
Also, send aleng any putrf, drawings,
phetes or stories you would like to
see in the paper.

THE NAME ON THE WALL
SP4 Fredrick A. Pine
Co C, 2/12, lst Air Cav
Killed in Action Jan 2,
Que Son Valley, Vietnam

1968

I am the name on the
wall who recieved the greet-
ing from Uncle Sam to become
cannon fodder for the gov-

ernment, under threat of a
jail term. I knew I would
die, I told my mother before

I 1left for
would all cry.
I crossed 4 or 5 rivers

'Nam that they

a day, carried the radio,
walkad the point, was
sprayed with chemicals and
bullets, rode the choppers,
picked up wounded buddies,
met and became friends with
our brave nurses, slept in
the mud and blood, crawled

through tall grass that cut
my face and body, watched my
best friend get killed. How
bad I felt, I couldn't ex-
plain though I tried 1in 24
letters I wrote by flash-
lifht to Mom in 4 months.

Then Westmoreland
turned traitor and betrayed
me and my family and my bud-
dies. I was ambushed and
did my best to hold off the
enemy until my wounded
friends were loaded on the
chopper. When I tried to
run for cover, I was killed.
Some of my buddies who I
saved, died a week later at
Chu Lai.

1 was awarded the
Bronze Star with "v" for
Valor. The guys in the hos-
pital wanted me to have the
Silver Star for my bravery.
Then they wanted to make a
big thing of giving the
medal to my mother. She re-
fused the ceremony.

I am the name on the
Wall. I will never walk
again or cry. I will never
say, "Mom, your good-look-
ing son 1is home, what's to
eat?" when I come home from
work. I am glad that some

of my friends made it home.
You must fight to make Viet-
nam "the war to end all
wars." I am the name on the
Wall. I will never forget,
nor will my mother or
brother who suffered with
me, when I was listed as an
MIA. Then the closed casket
was sent home.

I am a name on the
Wall. Westmoreland put most
of the names on the Wall.

-=Ann Pine
Mother of Fred Pine
Trenton, NJ

December 1986

LET'S
Let's take them out of malt
shops
And send them off to war;
Let's spray them all with
poison,
And make them sick and sore.
Let's bring them home all
broken,
and teach them to feel shame
Let's send them all on guilt
trips,
And convince them they're to
blame.
Let's call them anti-social,
and claim they love to kill;

THE VETERAN welcomes contributions to

Let's tell them they need
schooling,

And destroy their GI Bill.

Let's tell them to have
children,

And deny that something's
wrong.

Let's make believe they're
lying,

And pretend their kids are
strong.

Let's disclaim Agent Orange

And all the harm its done,

Let's hope their offspring
do survive,

And pray that they have
sons.
Let's watch them raise their

children,
And then start it all once
more,
Let's wait until they come
of age,
Hello, El1 Salvador!!!
--Rena Kopystenski

Almost 20 years ago, I was

dumped in a strange swamp

and told to find my own
way out.

I started walking, but with
every step I seemed to
sink in deeper and deeper.

But I kept on walking, what
choice did I have?

If I had stopped, I would

have sunk in over my head.

Finally I did make it out

and thought
"Thank God, it's over."

But I was to learn, it was
only the beginning.

Every time I looked back I
could see my footprints.

I wished I hadn't entered in
the first place but that
didn't make my footprints
go away.

My shoes were caked with mud
and it wouldn't wash off.

So I tried to forget the

shoes, the footprints, the
swamp but my numb mind led
me right back in.

Yeah, I may be slow, but I
learn.

Today I know the footprints
will remain, they're mine
for the duration.

My shoes aren't new anymore
but they still have alot
of miles left on them.

So I've taken my post,
a sentry at the entrance
co the swamp.

There I can help those still
stuck inside.

And warn others who approach
of the dangers that lie
ahead.

dedicated to the
Veterans Fast for
Life
and the .
Jersey City Vet
Center

--Dave Cline
NY/NJ VVAW

"Recollections"-stories or poems describing the experience of the military, of war or of Vietnam.

‘We been out winning the hearts and minds of the people.
Jose has the hearts and | got the heads."

A b
DG Chicase S-un—Y:MM

Interview

To speak of peace?

This much 1 know about

peace:

Before the war, my neighbor,

a kind man, a farmer who
owned no land,

one night fed the honcho's
dogs on milk and beef-
steak

and that night his daughter
died of diarrhea.

She was three years old.

I did not see him again

until I went to the moun-
tains.

Another day before the war,

I was walking to the coffee
fields

on a most incredible morn-
ing; over the volcano

the sun was red as your face

and a mist
lay in the wvalley arriba
like a new sheet.
Then I saw Maria's face,

just the skin,

peeled like an orange and
hanging from a tree

beside the trail. I thought
then that I would die

but that was before I found
her body further down the
trail.

Periodista, I will tell you
something now

to bring home to your

people.

We are tired of watching our
land give birth
to food for dogs.
soldiers come
they will learn as
about peace as I know.
Tell them that.
Do not fail.
--Gary Sisco
Burlington VT

When your

much

20th Anniversary
VVAW
see pages 2,8 & 14

Dear VVAW,
I would 1like informa-
tion as to how I might be of
help 1in stopping Reagan's
rather obvious aims to get-
ting us embroiled in another
Vietnam-type fiasco 1in Cen-
tral America or elsewhere.
I'm a veteran of the
Korean war. I re-enlisted
after the armistice for se-
veral more years. When I
saw what was going on in
Southeast Asia, I got out.
I felt that what we were
doing there was wrong. I
realized we were Wwrong in
Korea also, although i
couldn't see it at the time.
I've been speaking out!
against war since then but I
sometimes feel that I am but
one voice in the wilderness

and not very effective. I
couldn't even stop my own
son from registering for the
draft.

I read your ad in The
Guardian which I subscribe
to and decided to write. I
might yet be able to do
something against this mili-
taristic, imperialist mad-
ness.

Worcester, MA
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and know yourself;
inl00 battles

Vell will never

be

imperiled.
Sun tzu

Quarterly newsletter on anti-military
affairs: draft counseling, U.S. troops
abroad, chemical warfare, military-
industrial complex, direct action
against the Pentagon, and books for

organizers. Subscribe for $10 to RECON,
P.0. Box 14602, Phila., PA 19134,




In Boonie Toons we'll look
at music, musicians and gigs
past and present. Upcoming
reviews of veteran perform-
ers as well as their roots
will be included in each
column. If you know of
someone who belongs in
Boonie Toons, write me care
of "Boonie Toons," P.0O. Box
3472, Madison, WI 53704 and

I'll write it up. Boonie
Toons wishes to thank those
fof you who've written and
ordered Country Joe's tapes
(from the last Boonie Toons)
--the letters are apprecia-

ted. And now for more Boon-
ie Toons.

Rick Duvall is a sing-
er, song writer and actor

from Guerniville, CA. I had
the pleasure of sharing the
singing duties with him on
the PBS special, "For Viet-
nam Veterans And Everyone
Else Who Should Care." On
it Rick performed his song
"Combat Assault," and aca-
pella tune that opened the
show. It's loaded with
grunt slang with a view of
the ground pounder in the
bush--

....And the army said
Don't take it personally,

you are not a person,
You are the infantry
and you are not deservin'
You just kill the enemy,
leave the thinkin' part
to me,
No, you ain't authorized
no conscience...."

Rick Duvall served with
the 1lst of the 506th Infan-
try--D Company--of the 10lst
Airborne. He was in Vietnam
in '68-'69. His experiences
in Vietnam and with the
world have given him much to
write and sing about. Rick
has been on stages most of
his life, from childhood
choirs on Sunday morning to
recording studios, to the
stage, to live theatre and
TV work. He believes the
important thing is how you
approach the people who are

Just Released !

Combat Assault

ly,
‘cal writing until I even-
ttually denied my Vietnam ex-

there to see you. No mat-
ter which character he is at
the time--balladeer, rocker,
angry, sensitive, musical or
otherwise-—-it's apt to be
real to the audience whether
that audience is a micro-
phone or a solitary engi-
neer. Rick has done con-
certs for many years in many
states trying to tie his
songs together in a positive
message.

Rick Duvall: "I want to
see peace come to this plan-
et, so from college and high
school auditoriums to peace
concerts and vets programs
all over the country I've
been attempting to bring a
peaceful aura to my listen-
ers. I want folks to leave
my shows moved and full of
peace...World Peace, Nation-
al Peace, Local Peace--and
most important of all, inner
peace. Peace of mind is a
rare commodity for most
Vietnam vets. We fought for

it and we deserve it. My
songs seem to reach all
kinds of people, however.
Peace isn't just for old

soldiers who haven't died,
it's for all of us."
Boonie Toons: Where did per-

forming start with you,
Rick?
Duvall: "I've been writing

since before Vietnam. My
first song was written about
a high school friend who
died there when I was a jun-
ior. When I came back I
wanted to tell everyone the

truth about the war, but
that just couldn't happen.
....the truth is hard for
America. We swallow more
palatable stuff more easily
than the truth. Consequent-
I suppressed my politi-

perience and began to write
apolitical things."

Boonie Toons: Your first
cassette album, Rick Duvall,
has a strength of its own

" with no songs about the war

COMBAT ASSAULT
A Vietnam veterans concept
cassette by Rick Duvall.

Featuring:
Combat Assault (from the PBS
Broadcast)

SGT Willy
Missing
Johnny Rambo
G.I. Bill and many others.
"Years before mainstream
America addressed' itself to
Vietnam veterans' issues,
Rick Duvall sang of the
post-war struggles of his
friend, SGT Willy, which has
now become a classic among
activists...." Country Joe
McDonald

COMBAT ASSAULT is a
strong, positive, and heal-
ing thing. Listen closely
and meet the vet.

Available through

Rick Duvall
P.0O. Box 2012
Guerneville, CA 95446

($10 includes shipping and
handling.)

.positive way.

on it. It's beautifully
done.
Duvall: Yes, you know it

has love songs and M.O.R...
Nice and easy to hear and
available.

Boonie Toons: And what of
your latest recording "Com-
bat Assault"?

Duvall: I guess I had to
write the new vets album
"Combat Assault" cause its
in me to do it. .Its taken
long enough already to come
out and the time is now.
I'm glad to be connected
with you vets out there in a
Music can
take the message to the
heart like nothing else.
That's the idea behind my
new tape "Combat Assault."
It takes listeners to
Vietnam, brings them back to
the U.S. with post-traumatic
stress, takes them through
the fear, anger, bitterness,
etc to the victory--the per-
sonal triumph of being
alive. I hope you like the
tape.

Boonie Toons: Tell us about

Duvall:

you musical roots, Rick.
My musical roots
are influenced by folk musi-

cians mainly. I_alwavs
T

loved Hoyt Axton and Pete
Seeger, but my all time fa-
vorite rolk singers were
Peter, Paul and Mary--

fantastic. I sang in many
choirs and choral groups in
school and my dad was a
great tenor. He was my
first real influence. I got
a guitar for my graduation
from junior high school and
I hated it, until my older
brother Chip picked it up
and began to get pretty good
on it. Well, shit, man, I
couldn't let him show me up.
So I got myself a banjo and
got to finger-pickin'. We
played music together for 24
years so far and are still
going strong. Chip has had
a song of his on each one of
my albums so far. He's also
a vet. You should write him
up in Boonie Toons. I've
put together several rock
bands to learn about instru-
mentation and multi-track
writing. My real love is the
recording studio. I could
spend my whol life in there
writing and putting it down.
I'm sure 1'll keep on doing
my albums so keep listening.
Boonie Toons: What's been

Duvall:

happening since the PBS
show--any action?

Since the PBS show
in May, I've been writing
and touring California for
the Thousand Trails Company.
I entertain the members in
the evenings after dinner.
I love the people and I
wrote the new Thousand
Trails theme song, but the
gigging is seasonal. I plan
to play lots of veteran
shows. I plan to play lots
of veteran shows this next
year. 1'd love to play back

there in Madison WI.
Boonie Toons:

And we

enjoyed having you, partner.

Boonie Toons encourages
its readers to pick up
Rick's tapes. He has two on
the market. His "Combat
Assault" is loaded with
tunes straight out of 'Nam.
His other cassette is called
"Rick Duvall." These songs
are a wonderful mix of very
listenable music. His apo-
litical music is beautiful-
ly produced and mixed very
well.

Boonie Toons urges you
to check out Rick Duvall's
music. His style has a life
of its own. His varied use
of instrumentation and
vocals gives the listener a
candid look into the man
Rick Duvall. He pours a lot
of himself into each song

and it shows. To order
"Combat Assault" or "Rick
Duvall" send $10 (each) to

Rick Duvall, Box 2012, Guer-

iville, CA 95446.
That's it for another
Boonie Toons.
-=Jim Wachtendonk

New Music for
America

"Jim Walktendonk is an Ameri-
can voice, with a message from
an all-too-silent generation.

He deserves to be heard and 1
urge you to listen." --Tom Paxton

"Jim Walktendonk's songs and
singing stay with you because

of the raw intensity and elegant
style...." ==Judy Gorman-Jacobs

Seen & Heard on PBS Vets’ Special

INCOMING

....He speaks for
a generation of Americans who
were sent to fight in a war that
is still not over for them...or
for us." --George Vukelich,

poet, author, WWII vet

... His songwri-
ting cuts clean and deep into
the heart of the American dream
and reminds us of the struggles
and hopes of our people...
Whether he's writing about the
world through the eyes of a
Vietnam vet, a husband, a father,
a poet, or a public employee,
his insights and talents combine
to create d moving listening ex-
perience." ---Kristin Lems

INCOMING--Music by Jim
Walktendonk

SONGS FOR AMERICA Songbook
Both include:
"The Claymore Polka," "Arling-
ton's Gate," "Hill 6-0," "Hiro-
shima," "Oh Say Can You See"”
and much, much more.
Send to:
Jim Walktendonk
c/o P.O.Box 3472
Madison, WI 53704

Cassettes------- $7.00
Songbook ======= $8.00
Handling-------- $1.00




