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STEP ONE

In 1961, James T. Davis,
25, of Livingston, TN, was
killed in Vietnam, the first Am-
erican advisor to die in that
war; when asked, his father did
not know where Vietnam was.
Fourteen years later, as Libera-
tion Front troops seized Saigon,
and after 57,000+ American mili-
tary personnel had died, few if
any remembered the name of the
first to fall.

Fourteen years from now,
after how many deaths of Ameri-
can troops, will anyone remem-
ber the name of Lt Commander
Albert Schaufelberger III, the
first American advisor to die in
El Salvador?

It's been rapid-fire news
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from El Salvador, Honduras and
Nicaragua, the three Central
American countries which corral
much of the attention from Rea-
gan and his cronies. So rapid
is the news that before one
event can be seen against the
backdrop of Central American
policy, another event pushes it
off the front page and into the
cubbyhole reserved for Central
American affairs "experts."

What to think when the
government of Nicaragua says
that three American diplomats
are actually CIA and are trying
to poison the Sandanista govern-
ment's foreign minister? (The
answer is probably that they
were trying to do just that--a
couple of years ago it would
have sounded insane, but since
then we've heard about CIA plans
to poison Castro's cigars or his
beard.)

What to think when the U.S.
government closes all six Nicar-
aguan consulates in the U.S.?
(No one tries to say this was

anything more than spite.)

What to think when 110
Green Berets arrive in Honduras
to train 2400 El Salvadorian
troops? (The U.S. government
can get away with this ploy be-
cause combat troops in Honduras
don't count as part of the Con-
gressionally limited numbers of
troops in El Salvador--but they
sure are close by.)

What to think when the U.S.-
supported government of El Sal-
vador says it may not have e-
nough U.S. bucks to be able to
afford promised elections but
might have to hold off awhile ?
(There are loud denials from
Washington, but this is proba-
bly what'll happen.)

And, at the hub of this spin-
ning wheel of events, there's
the death of an American advi-
sor in El Salvador, apparently
at the hands of anti-government
forces. It sounds a lot like
early Liberation Forces raids on
U.S. forces at rest during the
early days of U.S. involvement

in Vietnam--spraying a movie
theatre.-with machinegun fire,
for instance.

With the barrage of activi-
ty, however, it's still worth-
while to take a quick step back
in order to see what, overall,
is happening in the area. While
details vary, the basic facts
are the same: all three coun-
tries suffer from a history of ex-
ploitation by their own rulers
(Samoza and his crew most re-
cently in Nicaragua, the famous
"7 families" in El Salvador) with
considerable support and prompt-
ing from the U.S. government
over a period of decades. U.S.
companies (notably, United Fruit)
made billions while the people
who did the work made barely
enough to scrape by. Hunger
was and is a fact of life; po-
verty is another. For centuries
the land belonged only to the
rich and the very rich, though
there has been parcelling out of
land in Nicaragua, much talk a-
bout it in El Salvador (to keep
the U.S. public and Congress
happy) and no great change in
Honduras. For years, the area
has been ripe for revolution be-
cause conditions demanded a
change, and because the entrench-
ed power structure would allow
no other method of change.

All this is a far cry from the
Reagan version of Central Ameri-
can where the primary--if not on-
ly--source of trouble is neither
hunger nor poverty, but the evil
clutches of the Communists in
Nicaragua (who support the anti-
government struggle in El Salva-
dor) and the Communists in Cu-
ba(who support the government
of Nicaragua) and, finally, the
Communists in the Soviet Union
(who supply and pull the strings
on Castro's Cuba). Prodded by
UN Ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick
and a flock of other Neanderthal
advisors, Reagan has even re-
placed his right-wing Central
America advisors and ambassa-
dors to Central American coun-
tires with people described as

turnto page 11



page 2-THE VETERAN
£

Did you see where they gave
Bob Hope a big party on his 80th
birthday ? The party was given
by Ronald Reagan and various
other people from the Neander-
thal side of the political spec-
trum. They wanted to honor this
great man who promoted war and
got rich--a parlay that seems to
be quite honorable among the
wealthy.

I don't see where this man
deserves any honor, but his
birthday party did revive an al-
cohol-deadened memory cell in
my brain. It was back in the
'Nam. Bob Hope put on one of
those USO shows, and I got a
chance to see it.

The show was really a flop.
There were thousands of guys
sitting there for about four hours.
I was under cover, but most of
them had come in from the field
and had to sit in the sun and
bake all the way through this
bore.

When the girls and some of
the entertainers came on, the
GI's would shout and cheer, but
over all, the show flopped. 1
almost--not quite, but almost--
felt sorry for Bob Hope. This
man was up there making jokes,
and no one was laughing. I
would say that on 2/3's or 3/4's
of the jokes he got little or no
response. On some of the "jokes"
absolutely no one laughed.

I mean--Bob Hope was so out
of touch. He would make jokes
about the VC, about The World,
and about patriotism and winning
the war; and no one would laugh.
The fellows would just be sitting
there, baking in the sun. It was
only when he made jokes about
the things we bitched about--
the food, lifers, monsoons--then
he got a lot of laughs. Gradu-
ally he started to stick with
these jokes. He'd still throw
in a patriotic joke once in awhile
and it just wouldn't get over. It
was sad. »

And you know what? They
used to tape these shows and
put them on TV back home. About
8 months later I was back in the
World and I saw the same show
on TV. Instead of being four
hours long, it was now one hour.
They edited out all the deadwood
and it looked like good entertain-
ment.Oh well. Maybe soon Bob
Hope will be as dead as his
jokes, and the GI's in El Salva-
dor will be spared.

Sp5 Willy(Ret.)

Speaking of entertainers,
the thought occurs to me that
there is a particular type of en-
tertainer missing in our society
today. Maybe you remember
when Kennedy and Nixon and
Carter were president: you had
comedians going around the
country, selling albums and
making big bucks by pretending
to be the bumbling president.

To the best of my knowledge
no one is doing this with Reagan
in a big way. I think that there
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"attract the wrong element.
From now on the 4th of July will
be for the family and for solid,
clean American lives."
he's afraid the Beach Boys will
get high on life and start bang-
ing people up side the head
with their surf boards.

Maybe

One

disc jockey said, "First he
tried to get rid of the beaches.
Now he wants to get rid of the
Beach Boys."

*
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are two reasons for this. First,
the best Reagan clown is the
one in the White House, and

no one can match him. Second,
because of the first reason,
Reagan is a president that you
have to be serious about.

You all know of the many
stupid things he says. Some-
times you don't know whether
to be afraid because you think
the guy believes what he's say-
ing, or because you think the
guy absolutely does not know
what's going on in the world
around him. I mean, here's the
guy who renamed the destruc-
tive MX missile, "The Peace-
keeper." He's the guy who
thinks trees cause air polution.
Do you know what he said when
he was asked if he was going to
visit the Vietnam Veterans' Me-
morial? "I can't tell until some-
body tells me. I never know
where I'm going!"

* * *

* *

Any good entertainer can
benefit from a good supporting
cast, and Reagan's White House
Comedy Hour certainly doesn't
lack for back-up comedians.
There's always Interior Secre-
tary James Watt--you know, the
guy who thinks that environmen-
talists are really pursuing the
greater objective of central con-
trol of society something akin to
the German Nazis.

Watt's latest contribution
to the well being of America is
trying to ban the Beach Boys
from the traditional 4th of July
Celebration on the Mall in Wash-
ington. He said that the Beach Boys

dangerous.
cheif of the Air Force Logistics
Command who told his civilian
managers, "We must adopt a
wartime perspective.
will we have the luxury of wait-
ing for a crisis to develop."

Hell, why even stop there? Let's
create a crisis.,
of these new "Peacekeepers."
And if that doesn't stop them,
we can send Bob Hope to tell
them some jokes.

Some of Reagan's clowns
unfortunately are more serious.
Take Frederick Andre, appointed
by Reagan to the Interstate Com-
merce Commission., At a meet-
ing of the ICC he argued that
the ICC should stop enforcing
anti-bribery and anti-kickback
laws and regulations. Andre
said, "Bribes among principals
are probably the clearest instan-
ces of the free market at work. ..
They are just discounts...A
bribe is a rebate, is it not? It
is an attempt to get around the
rigidities imposed on the market
by a government cartel."

What an idea! Let's stop
fooling around with Congress.
Instead, let's concentrate our
energies on raising money.

Then we can bribe VA officials
to deal with Agent Orange--un-
less the chemical companies
have gotten to them already.

B * k% * k%

And some of the clowns are
Take James Mullins,

No longer

Send over some

No More Vietnams

GRENADE of the MONTH

This month's grenade goes
to Harry Walters, new head of
the VA. Where does Reagan
get these guys? First Nimmo,
now Walters. They make Max
Cleland look like Joan of Arc.

Walters gets the grenade
for leading the VA charge to de-
lay tresting, treating and com-
pensating Agent Orange victims.
Using Reaganspeak in testimony
before a House Committee, he
said that enacting an Agent Or-
ange Bill would "needlessly alarm
millions of veterans and the pop-
ulation as a whole."

Right now, of course, we're
not alarmed that many of our bro-
thers have deformed children or
liver cancer because they were
in Vietnam and exposed to Agent
Orange. And the population? No,
they aren't alarmed because they
don't know about dioxin. They
only watch Times Beach Mo on
the news every night, or watch
EPA technicians carefully dig up
soil around an old Agent Orange
plant in New Jersey. Even Bob
Hope tells better stories than
Harry Walters. Walters ought
to quit the VA and become a
Reagan speechwriter--he's got
all the qualifications.

If "one picture is worth 1000
words" then this one must be a
White House attempt to save up
precious air for the aging Presid-
ent!

We can just imagine how at
future Press Conferences, this
photo could be passed around in
response to questions like; "How
do you feel about decent benefits
for all veterans?" Then there's
one we're very familiar with;

"Do you support the testing, treat-
ment and compensation of Agent
Orange victims ?" But, perhaps

far and away the question that this
photo would best answer is the one
he's been dodging all along; "What
is your attitude in response to vet-
erans and people's demands that
there be NO MORE VIETNAMS ?"

Bonzo, it's past your bedtime!




The First Vietnam Veteran Organization

AGENT ORANGE
UPDATE

Lawsuit Delayed 1yr.

VIETN,
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June 27, 1983 was supposed

to be the start of the trial in the

class-action suit against chemi-

cal companies which manufac-
tured herbicides for use in Viet-
nam. Because of a decision by
Judge Pratt, the trial has been
delayed by one year.

The delay should not be
considered a loss, except in
time (which is something we
hate to lose).

] |

M VETERAWS AGAINS

The Judge is ask-
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ing for more information on how
little an amount of dioxin expos-
rue is needed for a person to
suffer health effects.
Meanwhile, Dow, Monsanto,
Hooker and many other compan-
ies are coming under more and
more fire. Our education, infor-
mation and agitation have begun
to pay off--five (and more) years
of work by vets groups, large
and small, and of many different
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political persuasions, all around
the country.

The pressure on Dow influ-
enced them so much that they
proposed spending $3 million
for an "independent" study on
the effects of dioxin on human
health. We can't help but won-
der why this is; Dow claims
they already have studies on
their own exposed workers, and
that they're all OK!

Right after Dow's study an-
noucement, Tom Daschle (D-
ND) revealed some secret me-
mos he had from Dow Chemical.
He was not going to let Dow's
disinformation go unchallenged.

1 The two memos he released

were from 1980 internal commun-
ications saying that they sus-
pected that dioxin broke down
the body's immune systems,
thus making people more sus-
eptible to cancer and other dis-
eases. Dow was busted in a
lie by their own documents;

no doubt there are more 'secret’
memos to be revealed in the fu-
ture.

Terms such as "herbicides, "
"dioxin" or "Agent Orange" are
now much closer to being house-
hold words. People are making

connections when the terms are
used; we've done a lot of work
at the grass roots and it's pay-
ing off, Chemical spills, like
that in Times Beach, MO, have
brought dioxin into America's
living rooms. Already the EPA
has bought up millions of dol-
lars worth of contaminated pro-
perty, though there hasn't been
much movement on compensa-
tion for contaminated veterans.
We were exposed to dioxins at
levels 5,000 to 50,000 times
stronger than that in Times
Beach. The contradictions are
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mounting daily.

Now we have a year to wait
to get the class-action suit to
trial, but we've still got plenty
to do. For years we've been urg-
ing everyone to collect their re-
cords: military, VA, family phy-
sician, children's records; and
to make a personal narrative of
your experiences with your health
since Vietnam. The lawyers for
the suit need a copy of every-
thing if you're part of the suit.
You need all this stuff even if
you're not part of the suit, es-
pecially if you think there's a
chance you'll ever want to file
a claim for yourself or your chil-
dren. We've been telling you
addresses to write for all the
stuff you need--please DO IT!
There are attorneys all over the
country who will better be able
to represent your interests if
you participate in the record
gathering. Attorney Schlagel
is coordinating things in the
Midwest, but there are lawyers
all over the country who are
part of the consortium involved
in the case. The local lawyer
will tell you the same thing:
gather your records.

We learned many things
from our experience in South-
east Asia. One of them is the
power of determination: a small
force can fight back against
large odds when they know they
are right. Veterans have launch-
ed an attack on some of the most
powerful corporations in the
country. We will win because
we are fighting for what we know
is just:

TEST, TREAT AND COMPENSATE
AGENT ORANGE VICTIMS

--John Lindquist
VVAW National
Office

_:‘:2;«, =
16 pages of testimony by
victims of Agent Orange
and experts on the ef-
fects of the chemical on
Vietnam Vets and thier

families . 50¢ post paid.

Make checks payable to

VVAW
PR.0.Box 25592
Chicago IL 60625
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Informing America since 1967

Registration,Reagan and Repression

SELECTIVE ‘DIS’SERVICE

A recent statement from
the Pentagon received heavy
press when a general stated
that the U.S. would need and
would possibly implement a
draft in the year 1986. It's a
little confusing when we're con-
stantly bombarded with Penta-
gon statements that resemble a
seesaw: "Yes, we need one
this year," or "No, we don't
foresee the need for the draft
in this decade." The most re-
cent Congressional figures
show the military getting qual-
ity enlistees above the actual
present needs. The military
has also historically played a
yoyo game with figures and en-
listment quotas. It's a simple
process by which they decide
to take a number less minori-
ties, women, category 4 enlis-
tees, or anyone, for that matter.
"Quick boys, call the press:
we're short a few. Tell them
we're gonna need the draft."

A major stabilizing force
in the question of the draft is
the young men who are being
asked to register for a future
draft. They aren't exactly co-
operating. In early May, the
Selective Service dropped a

couple of million bucks for prime-

time advertising in an attempt
to convince these people that
registration is groovy. This ex~-
pensive fiasco was called regis-
tration awareness week, It
served to make the nation aware
that registration is in serious
trouble across the country. In
states like California, Illinois,
New York, Alaska and even
Washington, DC, Registration
Awareness Week probably had
a negative effect--from the Se-
lective Service point of view.

The Selective Service claims
to have people signing up in the
90 percent range across the U.S
The Selective Service claims no
more than 250,000 to 500,000
have refused to register. This
is an interesting figure consi-
dering that the Selective Service
is still looking for a coherent
method of detecting people who
haven't registered, beyond grab-
bing those young men who pub-
lically defy the registration
call.

Anti-draft forces estimate
there are between 500,000 and
1 million non-registrants, and
those who are refusing to regis-
ter are on a roll, Government

efforts to pinpoint non-registrants
through a program by the Depart-

ment of Education has collapsed.

The government had hoped to re-
quire colleges and universities
to report any students receiving
federal loans who had not regi-
stered. The first wave of resis-
tance came from the students
themselves, followed closely by
small colleges, religious insti-
tutions, large private colleges
and finally the major land-grant
schools. If things weren't grim
enough for the government posi-
tion, a suit initiated by Minne-
sotans in the Public Interest
brought down the whole slimy
house of cards with a court rul-
ing requiring the end of the pro-
gram with the Department of Ed-
ucation.

The second major tactic
used by Selective Service to
crush any resistance has been
the courts, but that is now in
legal limbo following a ruling
on non-registration in California,
followed closely by another and
similar ruling in Iowa. The de-
cision of the government to move
only against non-registrants who
spoke publically against the
draft proved shallow and not le-
gally supportable. Currently
8 of the 10 men who were con-
victed of the "crime" of non-re-
gistration are free pending ap-
peals; the other two elected to
serve their sentences.

With their major strategies
down the drain, maybe the Selec-
tive Service would rethink their
tactics--but no. In a style re-
cently coined Reagan Robotics,
these minions of the Selective
Service press ever onward mut-
tering of mass indictments yet
to come, but stand befuddled
when asked why a registration
if we're not to have a draft.

BOOKLETS

AGENT ORANGE AGENT ORANGE
BIBLIOGRAPHY DOSSIER

If there's a doctor or re- A new, 76-page "Agent
searcher in your community do- | Orange Dossier" has just come
ing work around Agent Orange off the presses in Milwaukee.
or dioxin, his or her life could A collection of material which
be made much easier with the is not brought together anywhere
"Agent Orange Bibliography" else, the "Dossier" provides a
for the clinician. Completed wealth of information which
by Muriel Hogan, VVAW's na- both answer many questions
tional researcher, this volume about Agent Orange and will
has collected the best and most J] 9ive the reader a lot more
recent research on dioxin, with J duestions to think about. The
over 200 bibliographic citations . "Dossier" costs $4; send for
It's a job which hasn't been your copy from Milwaukee
done before--and which needed VVAW (address above) or the
doing. Copies are available VVAW National Office, P,O,Box
from Milwaukee VVAW, 3433 N.'| 25592, Chicago, IL 60625;
Fratney St, Milwaukee, WI rates for 5 or more copies can
53212 at $5.00. be discussed,

Seriously, a few Selective
Service types with the uncanny
ability to reason for themselves
have privately admitted that
things could be better. For in-
stance they are probably hard
pressed to locate upwards of
20% of those who have registered
and suspect that 1/3 to 1/2 of
the registrants have not given

notification of changes in their
addresses. Add to this the nu-
merous Mickey Mouses, Donald
Ducks, grandfathers and non-

existent registrants cn the com-
puters, and General, your draft
in 1986 is in serious trouble.

y




Test,Treat,Compensate Agent Orange

VVAW Forum_

- WAR AND THE DRAFT

On May 6, New York/New
Jersey VVAW held a forum on
war and the draft. About 80 peo-
ple attended including students
from 15 different high schools.
The forum marked the beginning
of our campaign to counter the
Board of Education's Jr ROTC
program in the New York City
schools, Our main aim is to
educate students about the real-
ities of war and military recruit-
ment. We were helped in build-
ing for the forum by the Coali-
tion Against Militarism in Pub-
lic Schools (CAMPS) who leaf-
letted many of the city's high
schools.

A slide show "Choice or
Chance" (about avoiding mili-
tary recruitment) and a film,
"Only the Beginning" (graphi-
cally depicting the horror of the
Vietnam War) were shown.,

Peter Mahoney of VVAW gave a
brief history of the Vietnam War
and compared it to the situation
in El Salvador, warning the stu-
dents that they could be used
as cannon fodder if the Reagan
administration starts a war
there.

Then a panel of veterans--
Clarence Fitch, Jim Duffy, and
Danny Friedman of VVAW, and
"Cowboy" Bass of the Black Ve-
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computer training, "You've got
about as much experience as a
guy who spent $5,000 learning
how to play PacMan."

Clarence and Cowboy talked
about racial strife, saying that
a disproportionate number of
Blacks were in the line compan-
ies. Clarence said, "We car-
ried a larger role in the fighting
and dying. I wish I could've

sat in an audience like this be-
fore I went."

Danny, a veterans counse-
lor, stated that he sees many
veterans who say, "My recruit-
er promised...." If you fail a
test or foul up in training, he
said it "means they can make
you anything they want. If you
want out they'll let you sign a
piece of paper but it'll follow
you the rest of your life, " re-
ferring to the less-than-honor-
able discharges.

VVAW speaking to students; Don't be fooled in the first place!
(1-r):"Cowboy Bass",Jim Duffy, Clarence Fitch & Ed Damato

We in VVAW look at the sit-
uation in El Salvador and realize
that young people joining the
military today may well be or-
dered to fight in a war similar
to the one we were forced to
fight in Vietnam, and that wor-
ries us. We don't want young
people today to have to go
through what we did.

--NY/NJ VVAW

terans for Social Justice explain-
ed about their military recruitment,
experiences in Vietnam and what
happened afterwards. Clarence
related how he was on his first
patrol when he saw "48 guys
killed in about a minute and a
half....All I could think of was

I had 12 months to go.”

Jim related how he was
trained as a communications
specialist but wound up "as a
door gunner in a chopper....
What I learned was not a trade
but a thousand and one ways
to get the shaft." Despite mili-
tary career training recruitment
ads, Jim said in reference to

Teaching or Killing

JR. ROTC
DEBATED

On the morning of Armed
Forces Day, May 21, VVAW
was invited to send a member to
a program sponsored by the Edu-
cators for Social Responsibility
(ESR) and the Coalition Against
Military in the Public Schools
(CAMPS). ESR is a group of
predominately high school teach-
ers from the city's public, paro-
chial and private schools. They
were holding a debate on whe-
ther Jr ROTC programs should be
allowed in the city's public
schools. Currently, there are
programs in three NYC public
high schools.

The program started with
the showing of the slide show
"Choice or Chance." Then a
retired Navy Commander and

teacher of the Navy Jr ROTC
program at Julia Richman High
School in Manhattan spoke. He
started by stating he was op-
posed to Ronald Reagan, he is
against war, you should not be-
lieve recruiters, that Vietnam
had been a tragedy, and that in
his program they specifically
try not to encourage students to
enlist in the Navy. He was in
favor of the program, however,
because it didn't teach war; in-
stead, it taught about oceano-
graphy and navigation, citizen-
ship and patriotism and disci-
pline. He pointed out that it
was not the students in the Jr
ROTC program who were spray-
ing grafitti all over. Then, he
let the father of a cadet speak.
Mr Dudley stated that he

had been a Marine and that no-
body was going to tell him about
boot camp. He had been shock-
ed when his son joined. But,
now he supported the program
because it worked. It didn't
teach killing, it taught patrio-
tism. He stated, however, that
his son was going to college,
not into the Navy, and if there
was a war he was getting his
son out of it.

A draft counselor from AFSC
and CAMPS pointed out that over
50% of the students in the Jr

ROTC programs enlist in the mil- School in the Bronx.

itary and only 4% get scholar-
ships to colleges. In response
to Mr Dudley's point that the
program worked, he reminded

the audience that Hitler's brown
shirts worked to restore disci-
pline and patriotism in Nazi

Germany. He informed people
that the military only paid 1/3
of the cost of the Jr ROTC pro-
gram and the city had to pay
the additional 2/3 of the cost.
The VVAW member, Terry
Selzer, related his experience
in a program that was similar
to the Jr ROTC--Civil Air Patrol.
He explained that it too didn't
teach killing, but taught about

aerospace and flight navigation.

To young people it was great to

wear a uniform and have pride,
machoism, etc. However, his
experience in CAP did not pre-
pare him for the reality of boot
camp at Parris Island or the
horrors of war. In Vietnam he
learned that the primary job of
the military is to wage war.

Following the debate there
wea e questions from the educa-
tors. A video tape, prepared
by the Columbia University
School of Journalism was shown.
It showed students in the Jr ROTC
program at DeWitt Clinton High
An inter-
esting point in the film was a
McDonald's manager who said
they would be more apt to hire
a student in the ROTC because
they could follow orders. After
the film, a counselor at DeWitt
Clinton pointed out that while
the students followed orders in
uniform, they didn't bring that
behavior into their other classes.

The debate was an excel-
lent opportunity for educators
to learn more about the military
and the Jr ROTC program. For
VVAW it was an excellent op-
portunity to make additional
contacts to get into the schools
and talk directly to the students.

--Terry Selzer
NY VVAW
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Southern Region

Update

VVAW, Athens (Georgia)
and the Southern Region in gen-
eral have been consistently
busy. Primary activity is coun-
ter recruitment and providing
alternative information to high
school students. The Superin-
‘tendant of the Athens schools
agrees with the VVAW effort and
has approved placing VVAW mat-
erials alongside the slick adver-
tising brochures laid out by the

‘recruiters.

Regional coordinator Elton
Manzione has been satisfying
many speaking engagements on
the radio as well as in the local

schools. Recently he led two
workshops at the Race Relations
Institute, Nashville, TN; ad-
dressing the general topic of
"The Arms Race vs the Human
Race," Manzione represented
VVAW and spoke on "Racism in
the Military," and "Peace Or-
danizing in the South."

VVAW Athens will join with
CISPES at a demonstration out-
side Ft Benning, Georgia, on
July 25th, focusing on the U.S.
training of El Salvadorian‘'gov-
ernment troops who are being
trained at Ft Benning.

Lobbying in New York

On the morning of April 27,
1983, veterans from VVAW,
Black Veterans for Social Jus-
tice, Vietnam Veterans of Am-
erica and several college vets
clubs filled up a bus to travel
to Albany, NY. Unlike many
other bus trips this was not to
demonstrate. Instead, it was
to lobby the New York State
Legislature. The trip was part
of a statewide effort by many
veteran's organizations.

Earlier in the year VVAW
had decided to participate in
the lobbying efforts. Chapter
members attended meetings of
the Brooklyn VVA and developed
plans to work together. A joint
fund-raising party, featuring
Bev Grant and the Human Con-
dition, was organized. The
party was a success and enough
money was raised to pay for the
bus trip. By contacting other
organizations, such as the BVS],
the bus was filled.

On the bus ride Mike Gold
and Job Mashariki distributed
materials outlining the priority
issues, discussed current leg-
islative proposals and the
schedule for the day. The
group arrived in Albany at
"Rocky's Folly"--the huge mall
of government buildings built by
Rockefeller with the finest im-
ported marble and other mater-
ials that cost taxpayers a for-
tune. The first event of the day
was a meeting of the veterans
organizations and the members

and staff of the newly created
Senate and Assembly Standing
Committees on Veterans Affairs.
The older veterans groups were
jubilant because it had taken
them 11 years to have these com-
mittees created. Prior to this
there had only been sub-commit-
tees which dealt with veterans
issues amongst their other work.
The advantage of standing com-
mittees is they have staff re-
sources and can introduce leg-
islation directly to the full As-
sembly and Senate.

Following the opening ses-
sion, vets split up into small
groups to visit with individual
lawmakers and their staffs. The
key issue VVAW, VVA and BVS]J
were pushing for were passage
of legislation granting a tuition
waiver for Vietnam-era veterans
at the State and (City universi-
ties of New York, and continued
funding for the State's Dioxin
Study Commission. This Com-
mission has been successful in
getting information to veterans
about Agent Orange.

The initial response of the
people met was favorable. Some,
however, pointed out that while
there was support for the issues
we were lobbying for, there
might not be sufficient funds to
pay for the programs. New
York, like many states, has a
major budget crisis. Rather than
seeking to expand programs,
there is talk of substantial cut-
backs and layoffs of state em-

> VET'S ACTIONS ACﬂ
FIGHTING FOR THE LIVI

ployees. In order to achieve
these goals and assure not only
passage of legislation but fund-
ing in the budget, additional
lobbying is needed. Veterans
must contact their representatives
and Governor to insure passage
of these programs. Similar sit-

uations face veterans across the
country where limited state bud-
gets require that vets, and es-
pecially Vietnam vets, get out
and fight for what we need.
--Terry Selzer
NY VVAW

‘Our Sons Won’t Go’
NYC Armed

Forces Day
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Active Duty G.l.'s respond to "Eyes Right" command
from VVAW contingent during Armed Forces Day Parade.

Armed Forces Day is all a-
bout glorifying the military. To
do the job this year, over 1000
service men and women as well
as APC's and artillery pieces
were brought to New York City.
An Air Force jet was even towed
up 5th Avenue with Ed Koch, the
mayor of New York, inside wav-
ing his arms and jerking around
like Bozo the clown. On the re-
viewing stand a large number of
military brass stood around pat-
ting each other on the backs
and saluting the various units.

But this year they got more
to "review" than they were plan-
ning on, To protest the increas-
ing foreign intervention and
threat of war that the Reagan Ad-
ministration is bringing to Amer-
ca, about 25 members of the
New York/New Jersey Vietnam
Vets Against the War marched
against the direction of the
parade. We carried the chap-
ter banner and displayed signs
saying "No More Vietnams--U.S.
QOut of El Salvador," "Stop the
Arms Race," "Test, Treat & Com-

pensate Agent Orange Victims,"
and "ROTC Out of the High
Schools." When we reached
the reviewing stand, we began
chanting "Hell No, Our Son's
Won't Go!" Then we spread
out along the side of the parade
route where we distributed thou-
sands of leaflets and yelled
anti-war slogans to the passing
GI's, many of whom responded
favorably.

After the march ended, we
went to a nearby tavern to moisten
our parched throats and discuss
the action. One vet seemed to
sum up everyone's feelings when
he said, "It was good because
it was a reminder to the govern-
ment that we remember what Viet-
nam was all about and we won't
sit idly by and watch Reagan
drag us into another damn war
all over again."

Later that night the local TV
news covered our demonstration;
we even got better coverage than
"Ace"pilot Koch,

--Dave Cline
NJ VVAW
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Chicago Mothers Day

Chicago VVAW joined with
an estimated 10,000 other con-
cerned people in the "Mother's
Day Walk for Peace" sponsored
by Women for Peace. The event
was a two-fold opportunity for
the chapter since Women for
Peace requested that VVAW pro-
vide security for the stage in
the Grant Park assembly area
and, in addition, VVAW had an
information table filled with
copies of THE VETERAN and in-

formation about VVAW activities.

Seventeen members of the
Chicago chapter stationed them-
selves in front of the stage
where speakers such as Dr Ben-

jamin Spock spoke of the need
for both superpowers to get off
the nuclear bandwagon.

VVAW made another signi-
ficant contribution to the event
as our "No More Vietnams" ban-
ner was positioned to underscore
the walkers reason for being on
the street. Most TV coverage
of the Walk for Peace included
the banner, while a number of
speakers at the Festival recalled
Vietnam when expressing opposi-
tion to U.S. intervention in El
Salvador. Clearly, the day pro-
vided VVAW in Chicago with
stronger ties with the Chicago
peace movement,
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VVAW Chicago steps out at "Mother's Day Peace Walk ,"
NO MORE VIETNAMS banner tells the story for the day.
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Jim Wachtendonk, of VVAW Madison, Wisconsin was
one of the featured performers at Mother‘s Day event,
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Memorial Day
in Chlcago
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Father Bob Bosse speaks to vets, their families and
friends during Chicago Memorial Day ceremonies.

Memorial Day 1983 will not garbage-bag ponchos and gather-

ed close in to the grills.
Better weather arrived in

soon be forgotten by Chicago
VVAW. Fifty or so vets, families
and friends gathered on Sunday time for Monday's traditional
for a picnic in the western sub- wreath-laying in Daley Plaza at
urbs. Comprised of VVAW, both the Eternal Flame. Forty-six
from Milwaukee and Chicago, persons assembled to hear a
and the Afro-American Veterans  number of speakers including
Association, the picnic filled Francisco Rameira, a Salvadorial
a large shelter with people, refugee, Father Bob Bosse, a
coolers, etc, which later went Catholic priest, and Barry Romo
flying as the edge of a tornado and Pete Zastrow of the VVAW
blew through, bringing heavy National Office, among others.
rains, hail, and a quick drop in All spoke to the central theme
termperature. When the dust that while we honor the dead,
settled, about 15 "hardcore" pic- we must also fight for the living
nickers were left huddled in one and the prevention of still more
group, the children wrapped in senseless death and waste in
blankets, the adults wearing the wake of Reagan adventurism

Memorial Day in
Milwaukee

Monday, May 30th, 1983
marked the 5th year in a row
that Milwaukee VVAW has been
invited for the Woods Vv ,A.M.C.

Ceremony for Memorial
Day. About 20 Milwaukee VVAW
members showed up on a cold
gray and rainy Monday. We
had an excellent wreath dona-
ted by a 'Nam vet and his future
wife. We walked silently be-
hind the wreath, passing be-
tween the over 22,000 graves.

The Memorial Day Ceremony
is like most traditional cere-
monies around the U.S., but
this year we also learned some
history. Back in 1867, the wo-
men of Milwaukee raised $150,
000 to build the first national
veterans home in the U.S.
Woods, Wisconsin housed 2,
200 vets and, in addition, of-

fered a place for burial. We
even saw some of the old
graves, and some of the build-
ings still stand.

The ceremony had its usual
political speech, but this year,
Congressman Jim Moody (D-Mil-
waukee) spoke about nuclear
weapons and war and the need
for a freeze and cutting defense
spending. This was a change
from the past. We endced with
all the organizations present-
ing the wreath; VVAW was re-
presented by our youngest mem=
ber (Keith Stoney, 25) and our
oldest vet (Harold Davis, 61).

At the reception we were
able to get literature and but-
tons out to people. Our best
support came from the POW
people who encouraged us to
keep fighting for decent bene-
fits for all vets!
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Where We Came From,
Who Are We, Who Can Join

P\}’thi Problems & Vietnam Vets

East
VIETNAM VETERANS POST TRAUMAm TRESS Ed Damato 1. The name of the organization
Box 74 shall be Vietnam Veterans Against

AGAINST THE WAR

A National Veterans
Organization Recognized
as Tax Deductlble

the War.

2. Membership in the organization
is open to all veterans (regardless
of discharge) and to non-veterans
interested in joining together to
build a veterans movement. While
VVAW is made up primarily of Viet-
nam and Vietnam-era veterans and
their families, the organization ai-
so welcomes veterans from other
eras and non-veterans.,

3. Membership re juirements in-
clude filling out a membership form,
paying the $5 initiation fee and 51
monthly dues to the nationgl office.
Other requirements, not in conflict
with national requirements, may be
added by local chapters.

4. Local VAW chapters will de -
cide on thelr own chapter struc-
ture, by-laws and dues. Chapters
will, to the best of their ability,
work on the national programs of
VVAW plus whatever local cam-
palgns they decide on which are
not in opposition to national pro-
grams.

5. National meetings of the organ-
ization, open to all members, will
be held at least once yearly. A
National Steering Committee, made
up of the national officers, the re-
gional officers, & an elected repre-
sentative from each chapter shall
meet as necessary. Such meetings
may consist of phone calls to the
chapter representatives if neces-
sary.

6. National officers are elected

at national meetings for a period

of a year. They are responsible

for the day-to-day operation of

the organization, for speaking on
behalf of the national organization,
and for the publication and content
of THE VETERAN and "The Guidon."
7. Regional coordinators, as need-
ed will be elected at national meet~

Van Brunt Station
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(212) 499-8197

South

Elton Manzione

185 W. Washington
Athens, GA 30601
(404) 353-1218
Midwest
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(608) 257-1200
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aid to understanding PTSD,
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SUSTAINERS

—— I would like to become part of
the mtil, sustainer program. | will
contribute S amenth. This
includes a subscription to the IETEIII.

CONTRIBUTIONS
— lwould like to contribute: __
to building YVAW and the VETERAN.

Contributions toVVAW are Recognized
by the IRS as TAX DEDUCTIBLE 1!

THESE SOLDIERSARE

war, fight against registration and the

draft which will follow, opposed inflated ings to serve 1 year terms; region-
de e expenditures, welcomed vets with Make checks payable to al coordinators will facilitate and
es into the organization and VVAW coordinate regional activities, aid
discharge system dropped PO.Box 25592

the building of local chapters, and
provide input from chapters into
the national office.

entirely rrr.lu mil
We knr hat it 5 to have been
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A valuable organizational tool Chicago IL 60625

designed to answer the most

VVAW,

common questions asked about

A Non-Profit Tax
Deductible National

8. Policies, programs and positions
of VVAW nationally will, as much as
possible, be decided at national

25¢ post pd.

1ging our
ultitude o

Veterans Organization
Established in 1967.
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meetings. If that is not possible,
such decisions will be made by the
National Steering Committee or, in
emergencies, by the National Of-
cé.
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Common PeopleWithCommon Sense | LETTER

FIGHTING THE MX

Vietnam veterans continue
to be at the forefront of anti-war
activity. In the western U.S.
John McNamer, a 35-year-old
Bronze Star winner is one of the
most noteworthy. THE VETERAN
spoke with McNamer during a
Chicago stopover on a nation-
wide tour he is making to under-
score anti-MX missile activity.

"I make it clear right off
I'm a Vietnam veteran because
the basis of my feelings comes
directly from the nonsense of
having to destroy a village in
order to 'save it'," McNamer
asserts. "This is the same
kinds of twisted logic that we're
seeing with the MX, only this
time it's the western U.S. that
will be destroyed and I'm not
going to stand for it."

McNamer first got active in
1980 on Easter when he accom-
panied Rev. John Lemnitzer of
the Missoula Montana Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church and others
of the congregation to form a
symbolic barrier to the entrance
of Malmstrom Air Force Base
near Great Falls, Montana. Two
hundred Minuteman missiles are
deployed in that area. Rev. Lem-
nitzer had previously been warn-
ed by the Air Force that he was
prohibited from entering the base
and should he do so, he would
be arrested. On this Easter Sun-
day, carrying a cross, the min-
ister stepped over a painted
white line marking the base
boundary and was arrested. He
was subsequently charged and
convicted and sent to a federal
prison.

The following Easter Mc-
Namer took the place of the in-
carcerated clergyman and he
"crossed the line" and received
a warning. "I felt real good to
have my name on the record and
my body on the line," he recalls.
"I had been thinking a lot about
this country's nuclear weapons'
build-up....I had read news ac-
counts of the Pentagon's boast
that the Carter administration's
plan to build an MX 'racetrack’
in Nevada and Utah would be
'the largest public works project
in the history of mankind. I
thought at that time, '"What a
sad commentary on this society!
Is this what this nation is all
about?'"

McNamer remains appalled
by what he terms the "obscene
wastefullness" of the race-
track proposal and the MX-posed
dangers to the land he loves. He

RO, NOW LEETS Say WE ANNIHILATE. THEIZ
GIV'II.IZA'I'ION AND THEY ANNtHlWE ourRsS.
NOW, HEERE'S MY PLAN----

began talking to many people and

reading extensively about the MX.

"I started to understand that the
people who oppose the govern-
ment's nuclear weapons policies
aren't crazy individuals....I
finally made up my mind that I
had to do something," says Mc-
Namer in explaining his slow ev-
olution from a simple rancherto
organizer and activist. His pre-
sent stature, however, didn't
crystallize until August of 1981.
At that time the Reagan Admini-
stration was considering reject-
ing the MX racetrack plan in
Nevada and Utah. Montana, a-
mong other states, was being
predicted as one alternative
and that would bring the issue
right into McNamer's backyard.
"It was clear to me that the fed-
eral government wasn't carrying
through in Utah and Nevada be-
cause of organized opposition--
basically hostility--to the MX
in those two states. The Pent-
agon was looking for a dumping
ground for the project and Mon-
tana was a likely candidate be-
cause we already had Minute-
man silos in the state.™
McNamer responded by
drafting the "Peoples' Petition"
which simply stated: "We the
undersigned hereby register op-
position to the placement of MX
missiles in Montana and express
our concern over the escalating
development in deployment of
nuclear weapons by the U.S."
Says McNamer, "It was a pretty

strong statement directed spec-
ifically at the U.S."

The Petition built quickly
into what became Initiative #91
on the Montana ballot in 1982.
With the assistance of Women
For Peace and a full-page news-
paper ad, a statewide petition
network was formed and saw the
success of the Initiative #91
when 57% of Montana voters
favored it.

‘What began as a one-man
army evolved into "Ranchers
for Peace" and now "Western
Solidarity." Eight western

states now interact among groups

opposing the MX. "The move-
ment is growing," says McNa-

mer, "because it's attracting
common people with common
sense--people who refuse to
have faith any longer in a hand-
ful of men who claim infallible
expertise while promoting the
absurd and the obscene--the es-
calating nuclear weapons over-
kill capacity which, obviously,
instead of protecting our nation-
al security threatens our destruc
tion and the destruction of the
world. "

(John McNamer can be con-
tacted at Ranchers for Peace,
Route 1, Box 104, Charlo, MT
59824.)

--Lee Channing

THE VETERAN welcomes letters,
comments and criticisms. Please write.
Alse, send along any peetry, drawings,
phetes or steries you d like to
see in the paper.

I recently attended a work-
shop entitled "Life, Death and
Transition" led by noted thana-
tologist Elisabeth Kubler-Ross
who has conducted these groups
all over the world. In the com-
pany of 23 other people, one of
whom was also a Vietnam vet, I
experienced 5 days of extremely
intense sharing and venting of
various griefs, angers and sorr-
ows--emotions that are so close
to the being of most of us...

The program design was based
upon release., This was accomp-
lished by a process of external-
ization or public expression of
these emotions that have been
such a burden, if like myself,
they have been kept locked-up.
For myself, ANGER was a prime
concern and I would learn to vent
it by thrashing on phone books
with a rubber hose! In this way
the anger could be focused and
verbally expressed at the same
time which resulted in a tre-

mendous sense of relief,
When the time was right for

me, I was able to let go of 14 yrs
of pain, rage and guilt, I haven't
been able to cry much since my
return but, when it came, it was
a flood. All the grief and guilt
about the people I killed and the
senseless destruction I was a
part of just poured out. Then the
rage and anger I felt about being
used and about seeing my friends
killed and wounded for nothing
boiled over and focused on the
telephone books. The room was
filled with tattered bits of paper
when I was finally too exhausted
to continue but, for the first time
since I got back, I felt totally
peaceful inside; the rage, anger
and pain had subsided.

One thing that struck me
throughout the whole week was
the interest and curiosity that
everyone there expressed about
how we veterans felt and why we
felt we were the way we were.
Many of the participants had hus-
bands, brothers or sons who were
vets that wouldn't talk about Viet:
nam. They wanted to understand
and help but they were frustrated
by the lack of information avail-
able. Many thanked us for being
there and giving them a start on
getting a handle they could take
home with them. For myself, I
knew that I'd be talking alot more

VVAW Nationa! with my wife...

Office

ﬂ

—-- Ned Curran

Solerno, CA.
e ———— — — —— ———____—______ ]
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38 Years after the Fact

ATOMIC VETS

16 years of serving theVietnam Vet Community

Thirty-eight years after
the first veterans were exposed
to atomic tests the VA has be-
gun to treat veterans who have
become ill as a result of their
exposure, For Vietnam veterans
who are victims of Agent Orange
exposure, the final treatment
of the atomic vets--though many
years later than it should have
been--is a hopeful sign.

As many as 500,000 GI's
took part in the various atomic
tests, both in the Pacific and
in Nevada between 1945 and
1962. A smaller groug
pcsed to the deadly effects of
radiation when sent in to Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki after the
Japanese surrender in 1945,

Although the government
did not have a clear idea of how
much radiation might be danger-
ous to an individual, even some
of the simplest precautions
were not observed; as in other
wars in other places, the GI
was the easiest item to replace

up was ex-

and therefore the most expend-
able.

Several groups of radiation-
exposed veterans have been
fighting for VA treatment for
years as they watched their
numbers dwindle; wvarious forms
of cancer and thyroid problems
were the most prevalent results
of exposure. As in the case of
Agent Orange, however, the VA
dragged its feet at every oppor-
one point in the ef-
fort, only 69 out of 3,325 radia-
tion exposure claims in front of
' Department of Veterans Ben-
efits were found to be "service-
connected." And even after
Congress passed legislation di-
recting the VA to provide medi-
cal care to radiation victims, it
still took the VA another 17 months
to announce that it would begin
such treatment.

Treatment for Agent Orange
victims should come next; we
can't afford to wait as long.
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Those who take the meat from the table
Teach contentment.

Those for whom the taxes are destined
Demand sacrifice.

Those who eat their fill speak
to the hungry
Of wonderful times to come.

Those who Tead the country into the abyss
Call ruling too difficult
for ordinary men.

--Bertolt Brecht

Anniversary

Anti Nuclear Rally Commemorated

On June 12, 1982, one mil-
lion people rallied in New York
City's Central Park demanding
an end to the use of nuclear
weapons. The first anniver-
sary of this historic event, the
largest political rally in the
history of the U.S., was com-
memorated with a benefit per-
formance of the new document-
ary "In Our Hands." This bene-
fit was held at the Beacon
Theatre in New York City.

Actor Ossie Davis was the

MC. Speakers included Bella
Abzug, Coretta Scott King, Jules
Pfieffer, and actor John Shea of
the film "Missing." Perform-
ing artists Tom Hall, Odetta
and Tom Chapin entertained.
The film documents the
rally with clips of interviews
with participants offering their
views on nuclear weapons and
their feelings about the day's
activities. Other clips show the
hundreds of thousands marching
through the city streets and
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highlights of rally speeches.

One note of interest to rea-
ders of THE VETERAN: at the
film's climax, showing Pete
Seeger and a host of performers
singing from the state, the ac-
tion briefly cuts to the VVAW
banner held above the crowd. It
is the last banner shown in the
film, and as one VVAW person-
nage put it, "They saved the
best for last!"

The speakers at the bene-
fit asked people to continue to

N Vo W o

Looking For a'Nam Friend

G.I. SEARCH

FREE ESTIMATES

build the movement against nu-
clear weapons and for human de-
cency. They urged everyone to
attend a massive rally on August
27th in Washington DC planned
to honor the 20th anniversary of
the famous civil rights demon-
stration highlighted by Martin
Luther King's "I have a dream"
speech. They will be saying--
"We still have a dream--jobs,
peace and freedom."

--Ed Damato
NY VVAW

BUMPER STICKERS
SECOND PRINTING

The original red &
yellow collector’s

item now on sale.

$2.00each or
$15.00 for 10

JEARL \

Looking for someone you ser-
ved with in 'Nam? Agent Orange
Victims of NJ (Box 233, English-
town, NJ 07726) is acting as a
clearinghouse for this informa-
tion. Send them names, dates
of service, unit and location in
'Nam and they'll try to match up
people. Please include a
_Donation to Cover Costs

@ free, direct services
@ Vietnam-oriented
@ professional staff
® extensive resources
@ nationwide locations

Consult phone directory in your area
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Rainbow Tnterion & Extenion
Decorating & Painting

Paint any room any color
Portrait & Mural painting on walls
HOURS — Daily 8 to 6 — Saturday 8 to 5

FOR QUALITY SERVICE, CALL 333-8158
JEARL L. WOOD « 15803 PAULINA AVE., - HARVEY, IL
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No Draft,NoWar

Since World War II, four
million veterans have received
less than honorable discharges
from the U.S. military. Of
those millions, an estimated
3/4's of a million are from the
Vietnam era, most as a result
of discharge without benefit of
a trial or hearing (general or
"other than honorable" discharge)
At present men and women are
still being discharged from the
military, many without benefit
of adequate representation or
erroneous application of the
Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice, a questionable legal sys-
tem to begin with,

Currently the various bran-
ches of the military are conduct-
ing traveling Discharge Review
Boards (DRB) which consist of
five-member panels of military
officers representing Air Force,
Army, and combined Navy/Ma-
rine Corps boards. These boards
deal with discharges in the cate-
gories of general and "other than
honorable." How they admini-
ster their peculiar forms of jus-
tice depends on the different
branchs. The Air Force and Ar-

Continued

Central
America

"team players," a definition
which suggests that they will,
under no circumstances, report
or see anything which Reagan
and his crew don't wish to hear.

Don't forget that this is a
President who could summarize
the experience of the Vietnam
War by calling it a "noble cause.
Seen through the Presidential
blinders, Central American po-
licy has a tradition which goes
back to Vietnam and before:
ply, it's to stop the Commies,
no matter where or how or what
it takes. If someone else's kid
gets killed in the process, that's
unfortunate but "noble." And
should such a death occur, we
will redouble our resolve and
march straight down the road to
Hell that we've set for the coun-
try. Again.

That "again" is what gives
Vietnam vets a vital role in the
early warning system concern-

sim-

VETS’ NOTES
DISCHARGE UPGRADING

my DRB's have the reputation of
being more lenient, and the
Navy/Marine combination being
far less cooperative. Being a
Navy veteran seeking an up-
graded discharge is a disadvan-

tage because of the Marine com-

position of the Navy/Marine
DRB's. Discharge upgrading
counselors have rated Navy
Boards ranging from "maniacs"
to "gross" in terms of their co-
operative spirit.

An estimated 30% to 50% of
people applying for upgrading
are successful. This is proba-
bly due to the quality of coun-
selling individuals get before
applying for the upgrade. There
are not so many people doing
upgrade counselling as in pre-
vious years, due to lack of a-
vailable funding. Of the advi-
sors available, the quality of
advise and guidance the appli-
cant receives is in direct pro-
portion to the success rate of
upgrading for that agency and,
of course, how good a chance
the individual has to getting
his/her discharge upgraded.

To apply for the DRB's an
applicant must have received

a disaster headed your way, you
can either warn people to get
out of the way or. you can stick
your head in the sand. In Cen-
tral America there are consis-
tent and unmistakable replays
of the experience of Vietnam.

For different vets different
incidents will set off the fatal
echoes of Vietnam. Perhaps it's
the El Salvadorian recent mili-
tary "pacification program"
called "Operation Well-Being."
"Winning Hearts and Minds"

w blinks like a neon sign.

Or there's an interview
with General Nutting, just de-
parted as U.S. Commander in
Central America: "The gueril-
la will persist as long as he
thinks he has a chance of suc-
ceeding through violence and
intimidation. But when he is
convinced he can't succeed,
he'll fold his cards and turn to
acquisition of political power
by democratic means." Makes
it hard not to recall some of the
rosy and optimistic predictions
and justifications for increased
aid to Vietnam in the early days
of that war by the wise military

"bad paper" after today's date,
1967. For a vet applying for
upgrading, the sometimes
lengthy process can be dis-
couraging when the outcome
can conceivably make or break
the individuals ability to get
vets benefits or employment,
With the length and complica-
tions of the process also go a
political set of problems. One
attorney recently placed it in
perspective when he stated,
"With the Reagan administra-
tion in power it would be fair
to say there has been a notice-
able chill cast over the opera-
tion of the Boards and any gay
cases in particular are treated
with hostility beyond the bounds
of the law."

A realistic look at the pro-
cess for discharge upgrading
shows it to be merely a bandaid
over a large wound. If all eli-
gible vets with bad papers were
to apply in a year or two, the
system set up to administer to
them would throw the waiting
list into the next century, hardly
an encouraging or efficient met-
hod of upgrading. The long
waiting period and complicated

For me the memory of Viet-
nam came through strongest
when El Salvador's provisional
president Alvaro Magana, visit-
ing Washington toward the end
of June to beg, borrow or steal
whatever he could take home
with him, said he could see
"no possibility of U.S. troops
in El Salvador....We don't
need it., WIith enough military
aid we can handle the situation
ourselves." How many self-
serving statments from Vietna-
mese precidents like Theiu or
Ky or Diem played on whatever
the U.S. political climate hap-
pened to be to concoct the most
suitable lie in order to get as
much as possible? Here we go
again!

For vets the job is to make
as much noise as possible each
time policies, words, ideas,
phrases, acts are repeated--in
short, to point to each similar-
ity between U.S. activities in
Central America and U.S. acti-
vities in Vietnam. Few Ameri-
cans--left, right or political
center--have any interest in
repeating Vietnam, which is one
of the reasons why Reagan and

Cutting ThruRed Tape
Making Sense of Regs

process discourage many appli-
cations from the beginning.

The discharge upgrading
process should be taken on
for those vets who need relief
to get benefits or jobs. Done
correctly, upgrading is not im-
possible. The long-term relief
for vets and future vets lies in
the form of a single-type dis-
charge program that VVAW and
others have supported for years.

For more specific informa-
tion of discharge upgrading,
contact your local VVAW or:

Midwest Committee on
Military Counselling
50 E Van Buren, #809
Chicago, IL 60605
(312) 939-3349

National Lawyers Guild
Military Law Task Force
1168 Union St, 4th Floor
San Diego, CA 92101
(714) 233-1701

Veterans Education Project
1346 Connecticut Ave NW
Washington, DC 2Q036

(Thanks to Joe Shuman and Randy
Newfeld for help with this article.)

time and energy to trying to
point out the differences be-
tween today's ventures in Cen-
tral America and the 1960's ven-
tures into the Southeast Asian
swamp.

Of course there are differ-
ences and we cannot defeat our
own case by refusing to notice
that Central America is a lot
closer to the U.S. than was
Vietnam (which means, among
other things:, that U.S. forces
and supplies are only hours
away from any of the Central
American countries), or that
there are other significant dif-
ferences. But the poverty of
the people, and the people re-
belling against that poverty in
an attempt to have the right to
decide their own futures--and
the U.S. government doing all
that it can to defeat that hope--
it's all the same. We can't af-
ford to forget. And we can't af-
ford to let others forget.

No More Vietnams--

U.S. Out of Central America

--Pete Zastrow

National Office
VVAW

ing Central America. If iou see sages. his anologis:c_ devote so much



The captain comes around
to our position and says, "You
guys are getting to be celebri-
ties back in the world; the li-
fer times or somebody is send-
ing out correspondents."

He leaves. We have been
in this hell-on-earth for six or
seven days, I no longer know.
So many have died that I don't
know anything anymore except
that sooner or later North Viet-
nam has got to run out of bodies
to feed to the fires of hell.

Battalion says we have
killed over 700. The Air Force
is claiming a thousand. Hanoi
Hannah says they had sent a
battlaion to wipe us out but
they could not do it, so next
will be a regiment and hell, we
have already had to butcher at
least one regiment , it seems
to me.

I don't know anymore.
Every night they probe or attack
and every night they kill some
of us and we kill all of them.
You go 500 meters in any direc-
tion and you see maggot-cover-
ed bodies, burnt bodies, dis-
membered bodies, pieces of
bodies--just flesh, and it is
everywhere, everywhere. Every
night, and more every morning
we have to go out and collect
more weapons, more webb gear,
I have been in this country for
21 months, through Tet of '68,
through sniper fire, 51's, bar-
rages, mines. And through all
of Vietnam--the mud, the leech~
es, the night marches, the CP's
the OP's, the long-range patrol,
the ambushes. I have been al-
ready from 100 meters inside
North Vietnam to 40 klicks
south of Saigon and never be-
fore and never again will I see
anything like Ni Ha.

It is a study in utter gore.
The dead just keep piling up.
No matter how many there are,
there are always more. NoO won-
der the Marines could not hold
this bit of hell. The stench of
it alone is enough to kill any
normal man, let alone the NVA
artillery, rockets, automatic
weapons, mortars, cannons--
they have got more firepower
than we do except for the air.

Hell, they have never sent
a correspondent to this unit be-
fore and I think they will regret
that they do now. The captain

RECOLLECTIONS

VVAW invites contributions to "Recollections"--stories or poems describing the military or Vietnam,
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After They Were Dead,Really,TheyWould Still Take 3or4 Steps Forward

THE LAST GRUNT

comes by and says, "Well for-
get the correspondent;
zapped his bird.
for CBS or somebody, but hell,
I don't know .
comin' now.,"

they
I think it was

Anyway, he ain't

"Did they get out of it?"
"Don't know; they went

down somewhere next to the
old marine positions,
sending armor out for what was

They're

left now."

"Well hell it wouldn't make
any difference. They ain't goin'
to show the people back in the
world this."

That's what we say to our-
selves, They never did. No-
body ever heard of Ni Ha. No-
body ever saw what Hamburger
Hill or 882 or 881 or the A Shau
Vally or Kontum or Hue or any-
where else that was really bad.
But hell, we did what we had to
to live through it. But hell, no-
body every gave a damn about a
grunt., Nobody ever gave a
damn about those poor bastards
out there or us.

So we go out and collect
webb gear and weapons again.
And I'm taking the steel pot off
one NVA about 20 I guess; he'd
been hit about 100 times or so--
par for the course. Anyway,
the top of his head comes off
when I pull the pot, and his
brain falls on my boot and I feel
sick, but hell, I just kick it off
and get the rest of the shit,
throw it in a poncho, and start
back before they start sniping
or shelling or whatever they try
next.

I see a GI laying on the
ground pukin' his guts out and
I say, "Take it easy, man,"
but he doesn't even hear me.
He just gets up and runs back
toward the CP and I see he got
a camera and hell, I guess he

was the correspondent--I don't Rpnant:
know. They medivac him, what-
ever he was.

We go out and get more
webb gear. They'll be back to-
night. Damn it, they're back
every damn night and hell, the
only thing here is what's left
of a village--a church steeple,
god knows how many dead men,
a graveyard; the "street of no

joy" to our backs and the damn
sand.

There just ain't nothing
else left. Hell, if T know why
they want it so bad. And shit
if it was up to me they could
have it. I would be damn glad
to leave but battalion says
hold, so we hold. But, like
every other damn thing in this
place, it is stupid, pointless
and insane,

This stinking piece of
dirt ain't worth nothing, but
before it's done, close to a
company of Americans will die
here and 5 battalions of North
Vietnamese and for absolutely
nothing., We will leave and
two days after we do, the NVA
will take it again and then
walk off of it and never come
back, to the best of my know-
ledge, at least. That's all;
it was a stupid game of tag
the generals wanted to play
with pawns that nobody gave
a damn about. And though I
don't really know the exact
number, a hell of a lot of those
pawns died at Ni Ha. You
could not just kill the NVA,
you had to desintegrate them
to stop them. They were ab-
solutely out of their minds;
you hit a guy with an 18-
round burst and he just kept
coming. After they were dead,
really, they would still take
three or four steps forward.

--The Last Gruntl
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