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Bicentennial Demonstration
To describe the demonstrations on July 1-4 by the Rich Off Our Backs--July 4th
Coalition in Philadelphia could fill dozens of pages of this newsletter, given the daily
accounts of the activities. There w ill be many meetings and many publications coming
out that w ill recount the fiv e days of activities, struggles, and tremendous victory that
these demonstrations were. This is but a b rie f account of those days.
F rom the beginning, the tone and character of the'demonstrations w ere set as hun
dreds of unemployed w orkers and contingents of veterans poured o ff buses from across
the country, in Washington, DC on June 30th and demonstrated fo r f,Jobs or Incom e"
at the Department of Labor and again on the steps of the Capitol. This fir s t action
said loud and cle a rly "W e 'v e C arried the Rich fo r Two Hundred Y ea rs, L e t 1s Get
Them Off Our Backs, " and further that this was a series of demonstrations built
among the US working class.
In P h illy, the ruling class and their local representatives threw every road b lock
and tried every tric k to insure that the demonstrations would not occur; but, they
w ere fought toe to toe by the working class. Unable to stand up to the determination of
w orkers across the country and exposed to the m ajority of the Am erican people fo r the
rats they w ere, the ruling class and their local lackey, Mayor R izzo , w ere beaten
back tim e and tim e again. The demonstrations rolled on.
July 1-4 saw demonstrations led by w orkers, with students, youth and vets, at
unemployment centers, fa ctories, and at Philadelphia General Hospital,"the only pub
lic hospital in P h illy and one the ruling class is trying to close down. Vets also demon
strated at the VA and led a demonstration by a ll at the main war m em orial.
Throughout the fir s t three days people went out into the comunities and found
tremendous support among working people of Philly. Being transported around the city
in open trucks, the chanting, singing dem onstrators w ere greeted by clenched fists
and people waving from doors and windows, running into the street and sometimes ac
tually clim bing on the trucks to join the dem onstrators.
July 4th brought the beginning of the march with an estimated 4000 people from
around the country marching through one of several working class sections of P h illy .
D O C _B 0O O 76

contingents of wo r k e r s f r om all o v e r the c o u n t r y - -m iners fr o m W est Va, steel
w orkers from Milwaukee, Chicago, the East Coast and the South; garment w orkers
from New Y ork , the South and West C oast; and these w ere just a few of the many
contingents of w orkers. Students and m arched under banners of the working class and
their fights. VVAW contingents led the march and brought up the rea r marching in p e r
fect ord er to m ilitant cadence calls.
The m arch o ver a m ile long, wound its way through the communities to the park
where speakers w ere heard from VVAW , Youth, the RSB, many w ork ers' groups, and
the Revolutionary Communist P a rty, represented by its chairman, Bob Avakian. He
spoke of the fight ahead and the hopes and aspirations of w orkers everyw here.
It was clear that the demonstrations w ere a tremendous success and just one m ore
big step in the process of building our movement stronger, a working class movement
that w ill bring down the rich who have exploited us in this country fo r 200 years.
The role of veterans, led by VVAW , during the entire fiv e days of demonstrations
was significant. Here w ere the vets who had once fought and marched fo r the ruling
class, now marching with the working class saying, "R ich man, your day is done--it* s
the working class w e' re fighting for. " The w ell organized manner with VVAW carried
its e lf throughout the demonstrations was a source of pride and inspiration to a ll the
fo rces there and built a tremendous sense of unity among the veterans there.
In fatigues o r other types of uniform s, representing a ll branches of the m ilita ry,
the vets presented a m ilitant and multinational fo rc e that was a fine cutting thrust
against the national chauvinism and "A m erican patriotism " that made up the backbone
o f what the rich w ere putting out around the Bicentennial, Marching through the streets
of Washington DC and then Philadelphia, the veterans, maintaining perfect ranks, p re 
sented a m odel o f m ilitant discipline in step to the cadences that reflected the demands
and o vera ll slogan of this working class demonstration.
This manner in which the veterans seriously went about the tasks in F h illy was m ag
nified when vets led the demonstration at the Flagship of A d m iral Dewey around the theme
of "We W on't Fight Another Rich M an 's War. " Growing out o f the real experience that
vets have from fighting a rich man' s w ar, the enthusiasm and anger of the vets sparked
the entire demonstration, over 1000 people, all of whom w ere marching in step and in
ranks before it ended.
Leading up to the demonstrations, in the various local building a ctivities, vets
played an important rule in the building work everyw here because of the-unique ex
periences of veterans and their ability to speak to the questions of war and im perialism .
Seeing the fo rc e and feeling the spirit that veterans brought to the P h illy -demonstrations
points to the importance of organizing veterans as a fo rce within the working class
movement, and also shows the necessity o f VVAW to build an even la rg e r vets organi
zation, an organization that truly speaks fo r and leads all vets in this country to serve
the struggle of the working class,
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We've Carried the Rich fo r 200 Years
Let's Get Them O ff Our Backs!

Consolidate !
With the end of the very successful demonstrations in Philadelphia, we in W A V / move
into an important period fo r the organization. The demonstration succeeded in introduc
ing thousands o f vets across the country to the organization and bringing many new people
into V V A V . Due to our organizing effo rts, everyw here many new organizing contacts
are beginning to m ove, in addition to new chapters and renewed work in areas where
VVAW had all but ceased to exist.
Things look great but we haven't got tim e to rest and pat ourselves on the back. If
we are to make any genuine progress in building W A Y / , we must move quickly to consolidate the new people who came forw ard around the demonstrations in the local areas.
This is n 't the tim e fo r vacations but a tim e to bring together those vets who w ere in Philly
or w ere interested but unable to attend.
Vets everyw here are still facing the same abuses daily that this organisation is best
equipped to fight and bring leadership in those struggles around the country. The strug
gle hasn't changed since the fir s t of July and we still must be out there among vets
pointing out who the rea 1 enemy is and how the attacks fa ll on all working people, not just
veterans.
Aside from the planned m eetings, day-to-day work must kick into gear again where
vets a re --p a rtic u la rly in schools, at the V A , and in the workplace. Many schools w ill
be opening fo r the fa ll term as early as August. The campaign to extend and expand the
GI B ill has been successful and proven in practise in areas where chapters have gotten
o ff their cans and put the campaign into action. L e t ’ s hit the bricks !

The Veteran
We anticipate that the next issue of the paper w ill be out by the end of July; we need
m ore money to print it, so if you have not paid your last b ill, do so as soon as possible.
Then we can get out the paper that we all can use. A lso, if you want to change the num
ber of papers you are ordering, let us know; otherw ise, w e 'll send the same number as
y o u 'v e gotten in the past.
Local Addresses
We 'v e had some discussion about putting local addresses back into The Veteran as
was done in the past. If people have opinions on this question., let us know. F o r the
present, w e' re strongly recommending that chapters which are not already using the
"L o c al A d d ress" box on the front of the paper start using it. If there is not a chapter,
an address o r phone num ber--som ew here that interested people in the.area can get in
touch with the organization or at least with someone who can point them toward the o rganization--should be used. Rubber stamps are cheap and worth it.
Dues
I t 's not like we haven't said it all before.
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But we keep on trying anyway.

A dollar

per m em ber per month to the national office of a national organisation is not a huge
amount of money. If we had it we would have the freedom to do things at the national
office in order to help the organization move ahead that we cannot do now because we
ca n 't afford to do them. Having just completed the books fo r the fir s t six months
of- the yea r, we* ve discovered $38 in dues paid so far. That record stinks ! At
this point, the organisation alm ost pays fo r the publication of the paper; everything
else which comes out of this o ffic c --lik e buttons, or the demo lea flets, or news
letters or the stamps that are on this newsletter to you --is paid fo r out of a few
donations from individuals, or from our GI B ill checks, and we all know how small
those are,
T.7c need the support. Y/c arc asking chapters to establish a wywtem where dues
w|ll be collected monthly and sent in (and labelled so that we know a particular
amount of money is fo r dues). And not just once when this newsletter happens to be
fresh in mind, but regularly,
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Schedule
The next issue of The Veteran should be out by the end of July. Again, if you
haven't sent in your order fo r the next issue, or want to change the orders from the
last issue, we need to know by July 26th.
W e'r e discussing a four-page supplement to The Veteran to be out around the
1st of September directed toward the fa ll sem ester in schools and our campaign to
Extend and Expand the GI B ill. Our ability to print this w ill, as usual, depend on
money.
Regional M eetin g s --s ee below.
Veterans D ay--N ovem ber 11th.
Regional Meetings
Meetings and conferences should serve the struggle. They can provide a sense
of organization, provide the form to sum-up work and plan future struggles. In
this context, the National O ffice is calling fo r regional conferences to be held in
the West, M id-w est, and East as a method to kick off the campaign around Extend
apd Expand the GI B ill. These conferences should be built broadly, especially around
campuses but also at the VA offices and hospitals, unemployment centers, and at
shops and m ills. Bringing veterans forw ard in the context of putting the ruling class
oh the line, of we w on 't accept these attacks, o f we w on 't scab and we w on 't starve,
of building W A Y :7- - a ll these arc essential. Vets in school w ill probably come fo r 
ward m ore, but at the same tim e wc should take this out as a campaign of the veterans'
movement, a concrete offensive against the capitalists in building this organization,
and should also bring forw ard other veterans who see the need fo r joining VVAY,r and
building a vets organization.
The fir s t day of the conference should be a demonstration, picket, or car cara
van, concretely laying out there that we w on 't sta rvp, w e 'll fight. This action w ill
lead d irectly into the meeting. The conference should take up the GI B ill as a cam
paign w e' re taking up to win, a campaign that is necessary to keep vets from being
crushed by this system, and should tic the B ill into unemployment and jobs, and o f
course, the role of veterans in the context of war, patriotism and as a social force

(ie, the demonstration).
The petition should be put forw ard, its use as an organizing tool, an agenda of
struggle which points out the national character of this campaign, what w ill be happening region ally, and local plans. People should point toward another regional
demonstration to tie together the loca l campaings and point toward the possibility
of a national convention in the spring as a k ick -off fo r a Bonus March II in the sum
m er (both of these only is the actual conditions of struggle warrant them).
These conferences can be a big part of building the campaign broadly and but1"1'
VV A W into a powerful weapon representing veterans both in political line and also
in membership.
Chapters should begin discussing these meetings; we are suggesting that they
be held in the m iddle o r end of September, since that w ill give us a chance to get
out to the schools during registration and fir s t weeks of the new sem ester in order
to build fo r the conferences. Chapters should be also discussing what kind of action
might be held in their areas; the NO w ill be contacting chapters in order to be able;
to suggest locations fo r the m eetings, but people should let us know what ideas they
have as soon as possible.
NIC Report
A report from the June NIC m eeting is enclosed with this newsletter. This is
a political summary of what happened at the m eeting, not an attempt to w rite full
minutes of everything which went on. Because there was discussion of many im porttant aspects of building our organization, this report should be read and discuss
as w idely as possible.

I WHEREVER I T WERT, TH IS CONTINGENT FROM VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THi
WAR HAS MET WITH.CHEERS BY THE MASSES OF PEOPLE ON THE STREETS OF
P H ILA D ELP H IA . AS THE SPEAKER FROM VVAW BROUGHT O U T, "IN THE M ILITARY
WE HATED TO MARCH. BUT TODAY WE WERE PROUD BECAUSE WE MARCHED WITH
FELLOW WORKERS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY."

